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Gold! Gold! Gold! 
At the BC Sen/or Summer Games (55 and over) In Fernie, BC, 
August 25-28 Myrna Cain, Jeannette Tinney, and Coach Elsie 
Fielder were three members of a five member team 5-pin bowling 
entry from Zone 2 of Vancouver Island. The team won nine games 
to lose the tenth by four pins but went on to win the eleventh game 
for the GOLD! Jeannette won a second gold medal for most pins 

over average! You go Girl! 
. !J) - There were twelve zones represented from all over British 

~~. Columbia featuring 1850 participants In sports, drama, track 
~\J ; and field, slow-pitch, and a host of other sports. One is NEVER 

too old for gold! This gold medal win gives the team a berth 
into the Canada Games In Lethbridge, AS in September 2000. 

Congratulations Myrna, Jeannette and Elsie 
We are all sooooooo proud of you! 



While we are on the subject of bowling ................ .. 
Come-on women, let's all go bowling 
at Fiesta Lanes· Saturday, October 23rd at 7:30 pm. Bowl 
three games for fun and prizes. Cost is $9 for members and $10 oRq 
for non·members which includes bowling shoes and prizes for ()lJ \,£'f-il' ~~ 

hidden scores. You could pick up some great tips from a gold 
medal coach! For more information please call Elsie at 756·0769. 

VILIPS SPONSORS A BALL TEAM J 

We have welcomed the FantomlFlyers(Women's Fastpitch) as 
members of Vancouver Island Lesbians in Progress Society. These 
young women bring to our Society a breath of fresh air. They are 
anxious to work with VILIPS in raising funds for both VILIPS and of 
course in turn for the Fantom Flyers. We plan to work together and 

present our Community some of the best activities you have seen in years and 
sOI-,lething that you and yours can participate in and enjoy. Needless to say it will 
not be big money things but it will be participation, lots of work and a positive 
attitude for members of our community. 

The Fantom Flyers came in on Saturday morning of the last dance and 
helped set up tables and chairs and arrange "the room so that everyone 
would be comfortable and have room to dance, stand, sit, and visit. 
Their enthusiasm is catchy, as the board members get to know them 
we are impressed by their energy, and we all know (particularly the 
previous board mzmbers) just how importan1' that ingredient is to 
furthering the success of VILIPS. We are very thankful for their participation in 
the clean·up for the dance and this must be done after the dance at 2 am. 



Upcoming Events 

October 16: VILIPS Mixed Dress-up Dance at Wellington Hall at 8pm. $5 
for members, $8 non-members - there will be a sliding scale available. There 
will be some prizes for some costumes. We'll See you there! 

October 23: Herstory Halloween Costume Party at Maffeo Auditorium, 285 
Prideaux St. at 8 pm. $8 for members, $10 non-members - sliding scale 
available. Come as your favorite ·Woman of Herstory" whether she be real, 
mythical, or from a comic book.There will be entertainment, music, lots of 
awesome women, good nibblies and prized for best impersonation, best 
costume, etc. 

October 23: Mixed Masquerade Party GILISIT at Native Sons Hall, Cliffe 
Ave., Courtenay at 8:30 pm. $7 in advance or $9 at the door. Phone Julie at 
1-250-703-2591 or Em @ 1-250-334-1550. 

December 31: VILIPS Mixed New Year's Eve Dance. More info to follow. 

Classified Ads 
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Carolyn's School of Boating 
lessons in 

Canoeing, Kayaking, Windsurfing 
and Sailing for aU ages 
SINGLES $10.00/hour 

Ask about our GROUP RATE 
GUIDED TOURS also available 

Shawnlgan Lake (250) 743-2398 

steve Marshall Ford 
lyz Filteau 

Sales Consultant 
If you are looking to purchase a new car or a 

quality Use car I would be happy to be of Service 
1-250-758-7311 or 616-8377 (Cell) 
3851 Shenton Rd. Nanaimo, BC 

Desire ........ From what we hear, there is a desire for a variety of events and 
activities to participate in. We agree. Absolutely. 100%. 

Burning Desire ........ For help. We are but a few mere mortals, so please jump in 
when you find yourself with some time, energy, in-put, etc., whether in small 
amounts or large. We truly appreciate any contribution to our efforts to provide us all 
with 'things to do, people to see, and places to go'. 

Request from Hazel: If anyone has the book Patriarchy and Accumulation on a 
Global scale out of the VlliPS library please return it as she needs it for a Women's 
study course this semester. By the way Hazel will be taking over the running of our 
library. 

Secrets 
by Hclly H. Smith 

This column for Vancouver Island Lesbians in Progress newsletter pertains to an issue that 
affects all oppressed minorities, namely that of keeping secrets. In any discussion of 
secrets, privacy must be mentioned. A secret, according to the Concise Oxford 
Dictionary, is information that "is to be kept private, not (to be) made known or exposed 
to view"; "keeping one's affairs to oneself. secretive"; "acting in secret (1) something 
known only to a certain person or persons and purposefully kept from the knowledge of 
others." The term secret implies concealing or a keeping of knowledge from others, for 
whatever reason. The dictionary defines privacy in the following way: "Being withdrawn 
from society or public interest, secrecy (told in strict privacy)." 

Socially constructed definitions of secrecy and privacy change 
by what a given culture stigmatizes or values. For instance, 
the sexual relationship of a heterosexual couple is considered 
private, while the sexual relationship of a homosexual couple 
must often be kept secret, as it is not protected by law in some 
places and is certainly subject to prejudices that violate privacy. 
(Sanders, 1993, pg. 19). 

Secrets often involve shame and a risk if disclosure occurs, while private matters often 
imply a choice about disclosure without shame (Brill, 1990, Curran, 1997). The following 
section touches a plethora of reasons for keeping secrets. 



of an active sort. He/she undertakes to exclude all members of the group in question 
from certain types of employment. from residential housing. political rights. educational 
or recreational opportunities. churches. hospitals. or some other social privileges. 
Segregation is an institutionalized form of discrimination. enforced legally or by 
common custom. 
Discrimination is them followed by physical attack. under conditions of heightened 
emotion. Prejudice may lead to acts of vioience or semi-violence and on unwanted 
individual or family may be forcibly ejected from a neighbourhood. or so severely 
threatened that they leave in fear (Cloud. 1999). 
Finally. prejudice unchecked can lead to an attempt at extermination of the 
stigmatized group. Lynching. progroms. massacres and the Hitlerian progam of 
genocide mark the ultimate degree of violl~nt expression of prejudice (Allport. 1958). 
Examples of all types of the above-mentioned prejudice have been in literature. or told 
to me by clients. Clients have reported listening to family members discussing people 
with AIDS in a negative light. which is an example of Antilocution. One of my clients. 
(the mother of two boys with AIDS) reported the "avoidance" of friends who stop 
coming to visit once it became known the children were HIV infected. Children in the 
United States. such as Ryan White. have been excluded from school. once the 
community knew that he had AIDS. as an example of Allport's third category. 
discrimination. "There are even examples 0 1 physical attacks against children and 
families - one had only to remember the Ray family in Florida whose home was burned" 
(Tasker. 1992. p. 25) . In addition. lesbian parents have told me that some of their 
children's classmates were not allowed to come to their home because the parents 
were lesbian. In addition to the rationale that children of lesbian parents will be teased 
or stigmatized by their peers has resulted in judges denying lesbian mothers custody of 
their children. The fifth category is only held off by committed non-target groups and 
targeted groups who speak up for those targeted minorities. such as homosexuals with 
AIDS. There are many signs of a growing force committed to getting rid of homosexuals 
in all areas (Sanders. 1993). Many young gay men that I have spoken with have spoken 
of friends who have been killed by gay bashers. because they openly acknowledged 
their sexuality. In any discussion of stigmatized persons. power. must be addressed as a 
factor in who gets what information. The next issue of this newsletter will address power 
and the keeping of secrets. 



V.I.L.I.P.S. MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Vancouver Island Lesbians in Progress Society 

\~,) If, .. , .. , 
\\ I~ , I .. ~ 

WELCOME NEW MEMBER!! 
To Join us, please send this application with your payment to: 

V.I.L.I.P.S. 
222 - 285 Prideaux Street 

Nanalmo, Be V9R 2N2 
or please feel free to drop It off In person at the above address 

(250) 753-0633 Info line (250) 755-1023 

Memberships are $24.00 per year (May 1-Aprll 30) and they are pro-rated In your first year. 

As a society organized by and for Lesbians, we aim to enhance our lives by: 
o Providing members of the lesbian community with education, Information and Interac

tions together with promoting awareness of and dissolving stereotypes affecting the 
lesbian community. 

o Spreading abroad Information and to educate the general public, professionals and 
others about lesbian related Issues. 

o Enriching the lives of lesbians In the community by providing support networks, the 
venues for activities and to further build and strengthen the lesbian community. 

o Opposing all forms of discrimination and to not endorse any particular pOlitical party 
and/or religious philosophy or doctrine. 

o Our long term goal Is prOViding for the lease and/or purchase of real property for the 
purpose of securing and building a lesbian community centre. 

Help us fulfill a dream that will help you. Memberships and financial support turn dreams 
Into possibilities. Your volunteer help turns these possibilities Into reality. Volunteers are 
needed to assist the society with producing various social activities. 
In what capacity would you be willing to volunteer?r.L-_____________ _ 

Name: _____________________________ ___ 
Address_· _____________________________ _ 
Phone: ________ _ 
Application date,;,..· __________ , __ _ 

Any member whose membership has lap$ed can also use this form to renew her 
membership 


