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Making Waves, 
Making Connections, 

Making Change 
by Raymond Nothstein, MCIP, and Blake Hudema, MCIP 

FUNNY THINGS CAN HAPPEN after an evening 
of cocktails and socializing: the next day you may 
realize that you've volunteered to organize and run 
a major planning conference. This is what happened 
to us three years ago, and now that we've emerged 
from a process that seemed like a blur, we're ecstatic 
to report that the "2002: Making Waves" conference 
was a success on all fronts. 
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Over 550 delegates from across Canada 
and abroad filled the Metrotown Hilton in 
Burnaby, B.C. All the workshops and 
mobile tours were sold out, all the ses
sions were full, and banquet tickets were 
a hot commodity. 

Speaking of the banquet, it's not very 
often you'll find planners dancing on the 
tables or shaking on stage with the 
band-but this year we managed to pull it 
off. The new Westin Bayshore on Coal 
Harbour was a spectacular location for the 
banquet and a fitting venue for acknowl
edging six new fellows. Planning Institute 
of B.C. President Harry Harker used his 
powers of persuasion to liberate $3,500 
from those attending, all of which will go 
toward the student scholarship funds. 
Congratulations to all the award recipients 
for their leading-edge planning works. 

The host organization, PIBC, was able to 
showcase some of its members' success 
stories and current projects, with mobile 
workshops visiting Bowen Island, down
town Vancouver, Granville Island, regional 
town centres along the transit system, a 
regional greenway, the Downtown 
Eastside, and business parks. There were 
also demostrations involving a walking 
security index, the Quest Model at 
Science World , "smart growth" in Maple 
Ridge, and sustainable urban living in the 
False Creek neighbourhoods. 

We had a distinguished roster of speakers 
and presenters, including Tommy Banks 
on the work of the Prime Minister's 
Caucus Task Force on Urban Issues, and 
Lloyd Axworthy on his visions for plan
ning, growth and sustainability. We also 
heard from our fellow practitioners, aca
demics and experts on current solutions 
and emerging issues. 

The CIP and PIBC annual general meet
ings were marked by lively debate on 
institute management, education issues 
and professional insurance. PIBC also used 
the opportunity to unveil its new logo and 
announce bold new initiatives, such as 
moving into a full-time presence in its 
new, highly visible office in the lobby of 
the historic Marine Building in downtown 
Vancouver. 

The conference would not have been a 
success without the tireless help of all the 
volunteers. These included the core 
CIP/PIBC committee that started meeting 
three years ago, the various teams that 
organized everything from the social func
tions to the speaker sessions, and. the stu
dents who were on hand during the con
ference . Of course, all the speakers who 
devoted their time to sharing their work 
and insight deserve recognition, too. 

As conference co-chairs, we are also 
pleased to report that the great atten
dance and support of our members and 
sponsors generated a reasonable profit, 
which will be divided evenly between CIP 
and PIBC. This money will help sustain the 
initiatives of both institutes. 

We hope that everyone found the confer
ence as exciting and fun as we did. If you 
missed the action or need a sample of the 
presentations, read on or check out the 
CIP Web site for conference photos and 
papers. And, of course, for all those who 
are envious because they missed this 
year's conference, please note that the 
nation's planners will gather again next 
year in Halifax, July 6 to 9. 

See you there . 


