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"l,f,TTT '' JrlfllVNG WAVES describes every planner and 
defines our mandate. Some planners make ripples, 
others tidal waves; the entire profession is capable of 
a tsunami. The University of British Columbia's 
School of Community and Regional Planning 
(SCARP) has produced many accomplished wave
makers: city councillors, provincial and federal 
ministers, a recent premier, and members of the 
Senate. 

Photo: University of 
British Columbia 

These planners have established a new 
profession based on taking risks, many of 
which create waves that splash back and 
threaten to inundate or even drown the 
wave-maker. Risk-taking is an essential 
function; as the ultimate characteristic of a 
planner, it also describes the history of 
planning education in Canada. 

SCARP will soon celebrate its fiftieth 
anniversary. In May 1953, four coura
geous risk-takers received Canada's first 
MA and MSc degrees in community and 
regional planning. Bill Paterson, Gerard 
Farry, Clive Justice and Gordon Arnott had 
bravely registered for a degree program 
that did not exist, committing themselves 

to a two-year curriculum that was not yet 
developed, for a career in a profession 
that had not yet been created! Coming 
from four different disciplines and three 
universities, they reflected UBC's early 
insistence on multidisciplinary students 
prepared for an interdisciplinary teaching 
curriculum. But at the outset there were 
no guarantees that they would eventually 
receive master's degrees in planning or 
even get credit for the two years of study. 
True wave-makers, they all went on to 
significant planning careers. 

Laying the foundation 
Three key UBC administrators helped con
vince the university senate of the validity 
of academic training in planning as a dis
tinct subject: Larry Mackenzie, UBC's 
visionary president; Henry Angus, the first 
dean of Graduate Studies; and Fred 
Lasserre, the founding director of the 
School of Architecture. 

In 1948, Larry Mackenzie was in Ottawa 
as a member of the Royal Commission on 
the Arts, Letters and Sciences, the Massey 
commission . At that time, foreign consult
ants planned Canadian cities. On behalf 
of the Canadian Mortgage and Housing 
Corporation, I presented to the commis
sion the case for federal funding to train 
Canadian planners in Canadian universi
ties to solve Canadian problems, anticipat
ing the tidal wave of postwar urbaniza
tion . Mackenzie was intrigued by my 
idea-no one had tried it. He immediately 
negotiated with CMHC to allow me to 
take a year's paid leave of absence so that 
I could put my idea into practice at UBC
and I'm still here! 

I submitted three conditions. First, the 
planning curriculum had to be multifac
eted, combining social sciences, life sci
ences and design disciplines. Second, 
admission had to require a good, non
specialized undergraduate degree; we 
wanted mature students. Third, the pro
gram had to have a core studio course 
along with a curriculum of supplementary 
courses in which students solve problems. 

Henry Angus embraced these conditions 
enthusiastically and appointed me the first 
full-time academic in his Faculty of 
Graduate Studies. Fred Lasserre welcomed 
me to teach urban planning to the early 
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group in the School of Architecture, 
thereby providing a platform from which 
to launch the planning program. 

SCARP's early years 
Another notable group of risk-takers were 
those who joined me at UBC to teach our 
neophyte students and piece together a 
curriculum: Ira Robinson from Chicago, 
Kevin Cross from Cornell, and, later on, 
Gerald Hodge from UBC. They were sup
ported by selected UBC professors whom 
I was able to hire part-time from their full
time appointments in related disciplines: 
Matt Lawson (civil engineering), Jim 
Harvey (economics), Lou Robinson (geog
raphy), Leonard Marsh (social work), Syb 
DeJong (surveying), and the inimitable Bill 
Lane, who taught the famous Saturday 
morning law course to several generations 
of students. 

I taught the study design course, where 
future planners learned to solve problems 
in a real-world setting. During the first 
year we made plans for Haney/Maple 
Ridge, the Dunbar neighbourhood, 
Squamish, and the Fraser River Region 
from Hope to Richmond. These projects 
were ambitious, realistic and financially 
supported by municipalities. 

Numerous other colleagues joined us over 
time, among them Nirmala Devi 
Cherukapale, our first female colleague, 
and Setty Pendakur, our own early gradu
ate. UBC wave-makers were encouraged 
by Brahm Wiesman, who joined us after a 
busy career in Edmonton, Victoria and 
Vancouver, and by Henry Hightower from 
Chapel Hill, N.C., by way of Arizona. Both 
of these colleagues eventually followed 
me as directors of the school . 

The program evolves 
As budget and enrolment grew during the 
late sixties, Craig Davies joined us from 
Berkeley to teach urban economics, Bill 
Rees brought us life sciences and ecology 
from Toronto, and Michael Selig came 
from the University of Pennsylvania to 
teach urban design. 

Before the first four planning students 
completed our two-year curriculum, we 
convinced the senate to establish planning 
as a recognized academic discipline within 
the Faculty of Graduate Studies, thereby 
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allowing us to award master's degrees in 
planning. Thus, almost forty years ago the 
original program became Canada's first 
independent, professional school of com
munity and regional planning. 

SCARP's international role 
Another aspect of planning education at 
UBC was prompted by my work for the 
UN since the early fifties. As a UN plan
ning consultant to Ghana in 1959, I re
commended the establishment of a train
ing program for Ghanaian students both 
at home in Kumasi and abroad at UBC. 
This became a joint enterprise led by one 
of UBC's early graduates, Darshan Johal, 
who thus began his own distinguished 
thirty-five-year UN career. In addition to 
establishing the school in Ghana, UBC 
admitted a dozen Ghanaian students with 
UN fellowships to its regular master's pro
gram, all of whom returned home after 
graduation and served their country with 
distinction. They followed the early Asian 
and Caribbean students who came to 
UBC in 1960 under Canada's CIDA pro
gram. 

My continuing UN connection led to the 
establishment of Canada's Centre for 
Human Settlements at UBC. Vancouver 
had been chosen as the site of "Habitat 
'76," the first UN conference on human 
settlements. This unique occasion allowed 
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us to expand planning education by creat
ing the UBC centre, which has since pro
vided nearly thirty years of research 
opportunities to students and faculty. This 
initiative was built on the 1968 research 
program launched through our first major 
external grant from the U.S. Mellon 
Foundation, which enabled the school to 
increase its scholarship and curriculum. 

The most recent addition to planning edu
cation in B.C. is Langara College's pro
gram to train planning assistants as plan
ning technologists. Recently launched 
with the assistance of Blake Hudema, this 
program will add a new category to the 
profession, comprised of those specifically 
trained to assist fully qualified profession
als in the practical, daily tasks of the plan
ning process. Every profession depends on 
its hierarchy of professionals; now we will 
have planning technologists as a point of 
entry to the profession. 

f'or five decades SCARP has encouraged 
students to develop their own interests in 
community and regional planning, and to 
acquire a range of skills that enables them 
to adapt to changing circumstances, 
assimilate new information, maintain per
spective on public purpose, and remain 
flexible. Only a constantly updated pro
fessional can contribute to a strong pro
fession and ensure respect for our work 
and public acceptance of our advice. 
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H. Peter Oberlander, SCARP's 

founding director, taught at the University of 

British Columbia for forty years. He served 

as deputy minister of state for urban affairs 

during Pierre Trudeau's first administration, 

and has worked with the United Nations on 

housing and planning issues since 1953. 

Prof. Oberlander is an Officer of the Order 

of Canada and currently serves as a federal 
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