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Across the Greater Vancouver Regional 
District in Four Days 

The MobileWorkshop Trek 
IN ADDITION to having opportunities to attend 
the many indoor presentations at the "2002: Making 
Waves" conference in Burnaby, B.C., delegates were 
offered ten mobik workshops that traversed the 
Greater Vancouver Regional District (GVRD) and 
explored its diversity. 

Vancouver's False Creek 
neighbourhoods workshop. 
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Destinations included Bowen Island, 
Burnaby, Maple Ridge, New Westminster, 
North Vancouver, Richmond and 
Vancouver, where a range of topics were 
covered: environmental stewardship, 
urban greenways, regional transportation , 
town centres, leading-edge transportation 
policy, high-tech business park develop
ment, chaos theory, inner-city planning, 
and heritage and social planning. Those 
who attended saw the practical applica
tion of policies and plans, and shared 
ideas with colleagues in the field. They 
also got a lot of fresh air and exercise! 

Because of space constraints, a summary 
of each workshop can't be provided here. 
In order to convey an idea of the diversity 
and breadth of these events, however, 
here are highlights of three workshops. 

"Smart growth": Maple Ridge 
case study 
The workshop group received a warm 
welcome to Maple Ridge from Mayor Al 
Hogarth, Jane Pickering, Moreno Rossi 
and Kim Grout (District of Maple Ridge) , 
Geoff Clayton (Alouette River 
Management Society), and Will McKenna 
(Greater Vancouver Regional District) . The 
group proceeded to Blaney Bog Regional 

Park for a walk and a discussion, then 
moved on to Silver Valley for a tour of a 
rural residential area (including recent 
examples of conventional single-family 
subdivisions), and finally to the Alouette 
River Centre for a delicious lunch. 

Maple Ridge faces the challenge of ensur
ing the compatibility of the delicate 
Blaney Bog ecosystems and new residen
tial development. One of the last intact 
bogs in the GVRD, Blaney Bog is a unique 
wetland composed of five distinct ecosys
tems: bog, woodland, riparian, fen (grassy 
wetland) and marsh. Recognizing the 
bog's importance to the region, Maple 
Ridge, the GVRD and the provincial gov
ernment purchased it from a private 
owner to save it from conversion into a 
cranberry operation . 

To maintain the ecological integrity of the 
bog, linkages beyond its boundaries must 
be recognized and protected. Silver Valley, 
located on a ridge to the east that natu
rally recharges the bog, is one such link
age. Because conventional development 
in Silver Valley will affect the flow of 
water into the bog, Maple Ridge is hoping 
to encourage more environmentally sensi
tive development by embarking on a 
comprehensive planning process for the 
area based on "smart growth. " 

A recently developed conceptual plan for 
Silver Valley demonstrated that "develop
ment yields" could be achieved, and the 
ecological integrity of the area preserved , 
through "smart growth" principles. Maple 
Ridge is attempting to educate local land 

Vancouver's False Creek 
neighbourhoods workshop 
(Concord Pacific Presentation 
Centre). 
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owners about the importance of "eco
cluster" development-denser, small lot, 
single-family development with surround
ing green corridors. By virtue of its signifi
cant land ownership in Silver Valley, 
Maple Ridge is in the enviable position of 
demonstrating the merits and economic 
value of "smart growth." Maple Ridge 
has issued a call for proposals to develop
ers interested in building an "em-cluster" 
demonstration project on land it is willing 
to sell for this purpose. Maple Ridge's 
leadership is to be commended . 

Brunette-Fraser Greenway 
Cycle Tour 
Twenty-five intrepid cyclists joined Paul 
Skydt (Greater Vancouver Regional 
District), Mark Allison (City of New 
Westminster) and Robyn Wark (City of 
Burnaby) on a tour of the Brunette-Fraser 
River Greenway route. The greenway is 
under development and includes sections 
along utility rights-of-way, streets and 
park trails. Participants discussed ways of 
building a network within existing urban 
areas, particularly by utilizing redevelop
ment opportunities. Greenways are seen 
as an important element in encouraging 
alternatives to car transportation and cre
ating building linkages within the commu
nity (between, for example, schools, 
work, residences and transit stops) . 

In Burnaby, much of the greenway runs 
along existing utility access roads, close to 
fish-bearing watercourses. Participants 
discussed trail management in environ
mentally sensitive areas, and saw fish
eries-compensation projects (such as off-
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stream habitat, in-stream complexing, rif
fle weirs and riparian planting). In New 
Westminster, the greenway will be 
threaded through industrial lands to con
nect two new SkyTrain transit stations. 
Crossing several transportation corridors 
(rail and roads) presents challenges, but 
the Greenways team has set a route that 
should be realized through redevelopment 
and operational budgets. 

The tour ended on the edge of the Fraser 
River in New Westminster, as rains that 
had threatened finally arrived. The tour 
underscored many of the challenges in 
creating linkages like the Brunette-Fraser 
Greenway, and allowed participants to 
imagine the benefits and assets that the 
trail will offer once it's completed. 

Sustainable urban living: 
Vancouver's False Creek 
neighbourhoods 
The participants in this tour certainly cov
ered a lot of ground as they experienced 
first-hand how the neighbourhoods of 
False Creek are connected by a waterfront 
pathway and an aquabus link. Leading 
the group were Larry Beasley and Ian 
Smith (City of Vancouver), both of whom 
were instrumental in shaping develop
ment in False Creek. The tour began in 
north False Creek and meandered along 
the seawall fronting this high-density, 
mixed-use neighbourhood with its striking 
skyline and innovative urban design fea
tures. Even in this high-density environ
ment there is a sense of domesticity, cre
ated by townhouse doors lining the 
sidewalk, gardens and water features 
fronting public walkways, and a system of 
pathways. 
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At the False Creek Concord Pacific pres
entation centre, a large model of down
town Vancouver was the focal point of a 
discussion about Vancouver's successful 
"living first" strategy. "This comprehen
sive, integrated strategy not only favours 
zoning changes that promote housing in 
the downtown area, but also insists on 
housing intensity and diversity; structuring 
for coherent, identifiable and supportive 
neighbourhoods; and fostering suitably 
domestic urban design and architec-
ture" (Larry Beasley, APA Zoning News, 
April 2000). North False Creek offers 
housing suitable for families and children, 
high-end condos, and smaller, low
amenity, affordable housing. 

The tour continued through Granville 
Island, a former industrial park trans
formed into a vibrant "people place" fea
turing a public market, the Emily Carr 
Institute of Art and Design, artisan shops, 
theatres and a variety of retailers and 
restaurants. The group then took a path
way leading from the island to the original 
False Creek neighbourhood on the south 
shore, and onwards to the future 
Southeast False Creek Neighbourhood 
site. Here the group discussed how a care
fully devised network of social, economic 
and environmental considerations will 
make Southeast False Creek a model of 
urban sustainability. 
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Innovation @ High Tech 
Business Parks.corn workshop. 
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Innovation @ High Tech 
Business Parks.corn workshop 
(Glenlyon Business Park, 
Bumaby, B.C.). 
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The complete description of conference 

workshops, from which this article was 

excerpted, was compiled by mobile 

workshop coordinator Sharleen Suszezwiez 

(CIBC), with contributions from Don 

Alexander (SFU), Silvana Costa, Paige 

Dampier (SCARP), Rhonda Eager (David 

Naime & Associates), Nicholas Heap 

(GVRD), Elise Hug (City of Calgary), Michael 

Kloppenburg (David Naime & Associates), 

Lama Mugabo (SCARP), Karen Russell (City 

of North Vancouver), and Robyn Wark (City 

of Bumaby). The full article can be found in 

the Conference Proceedings section of the 

CIP Web site, at www.cip-icu.ca. The 

authors wish to thank the mobile workshop 

speakers for creating informative and 

engaging workshops, and the volunteer 

coordinators for ensuring the workshops ran 

smoothly. 


