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Planning for and with High Technology 

Nine sessions on the theme of high tech
nology, including two mobile workshops, 
contributed to the conference's "new 
look" agenda. Ranging across issues 
involving wireless infrastructure, planning 
for high-tech business parks, and the tools 
of technology, these sessions offered 
insight into the business that dominates 
the world's financial pages. 

Three planners explored the theme of 
"Using Information Technology," high
lighting the creative adaptation of existing 
technologies to enhance technical 
analysis, communication with the public, 
and the collection and storage of data. 
This session satisfied planners' growing 
appetite for information on how tech
nology can improve our ability to commu
nicate complex information. 

Two different sessions explained "Wireless 
Infrastructure" and made it relevant and 
interesting to planners. Experts from Telus 
Mobility and Industry Canada were joined 
by municipal planners to discuss the 

importance of cellu lar technology and the 
role of planners in facilitating (or 
thwarting) access to service. 

"Planning for High-Tech" attracted 
speakers from across Canada and the 
United States. In cities like Ottawa, the 
growing high-tech industry presents a 
new set of planning problems, all of which 
are a far cry from the needs of the tradi
tional business of government. Several 
sessions offered participants the chance to 
learn about urban design issues, mar
keting strategies, opportunities to adapt 
brownfields for high-tech business, and 
the challenges of accommodating pref
erences for suburban campuses_ 

"Economics of High-Tech Parks" led par
ticipants into the interesting realm of 
market challenges and economic feasi
bility. Many young start-ups and R&D 
companies seeking to establish themselves 
in prestigious parks require up-front sub
sidies. Creative public-private partnerships 
can emerge. 

Concluding with two mobile workshops, 
including one at the Nortel Networks 
campus and another at the Digital 
Simulation Laboratory of Public Works 
Canada, the high-technology theme 
captured the essence of the 2001 con
ference's focus on transforming cities. An 
industry in transition, demanding quick 
decisions, responsive governments, and a 
high quality of life, reflects the challenges 
planners must face. 
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