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Capital Cities at a Glance 
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A special theme of the 2001 conference 
was the planning and building of capital 
cities. Foreign and Canadian experts 
shared their experiences in the urban 
planning, development and architecture 
of several capitals of federal states. Five 
sessions offered the opportunity to discuss 
political and symbolic concerns as well as 

. various initiatives in urban planning, archi
tecture and design. 

Planning national capitals: 
The World is Watching 
(Part One) 
National capitals bear the burden of rep
resenting a whole country, embodying its 
hopes and inspiring its people while 
remaining effective spaces for ceremony 
and administration, and allowing for the 
demands of security, tourism, and 
business. Each capital city also has its own 
challenges. Patti Gallagher, executive 
director of the National Capital Planning 
Commission in Washington, D.C., dis
cussed the history of planning in the 
American capital, and how the new 
Legacy Plan will preserve the historic 
opens spaces of Washington's "monu
mental core" while providing a framework 
for future federal development in the city. 
Annabelle Pegrum, executive director of 
the National Planning Authority in 
Canberra, Australia, presented Canberra 
has a symbol of unity for Australia. She 
discussed the role of the capital as a 
symbol of Australian national life, and the 
challenges in the evolving shape of 
Canberra in the twenty-first century. 
lvelise Longhi, secretary for urban devel
opment and housing for the Federal 
District, presented Brasilia, a modern, 
purpose-built capital known for the 
remarkable architecture of Oscar 
Niemeyer. At the age of forty-one, Brasilia 
can be said to have fulfilled the purpose 

.: for which it was originally designed. 

Planning national capitals: 
The World is Watching 
(Part Two) 
The second part of the session featured 
Jacqueline Miller of the Universite Libre de 
Bruxelles. Brussels, as the capital of 
Belgium and the headquarters of the 
European Union, is facing unique chal
lenges posed by space constraints. Dr. 
David Headon, director of the Centre for 
Australian Cultural Studies, then spoke 
about the centenary of the Australian fed
eration, and about the culture and values 
attached to it. Michael Z. Wise, a con
tributing editor to Architecture 
Magazine, described Berlin's restoration 
as the capital of Germany, and recounted 
the challenges associated with the city's 
past architectural symbolism. 

Planning Canada's capital: 
Visions and reality 
At the session on Canada's capital, David 
Gordon, professor of urban planning at 
Queen's University, presented the 1950 
Plan for the National Capital, which 
guided the rapid transformation of 
Ottawa and Hull from dreary industrial 
towns into an attractive modern capital. 
Jacques Greber, a French architect, 
planner and landscape architect, headed 
the planning team. Greber had been per
sonally recruited by Prime Minister 
Mackenzie King to realize the dream of a 
capital that inspired pride among 
Canadians. Pierre Dube of the National 
Capital Commission explained the current 
vision of the NCC and some of the 
possible scenarios for the future. Canada's 
capital region has been the focus of long
term strategic planning for more than a 
century. Fifty years later, the region is in 
the middle of another transformation, 
from government town to high-tech 
centre. Caroline Andrew of the University 
of Ottawa discussed the impact of local 
amalgamation on the function of 
Canada's capital region . · 

Canadian capital cities: Unique 
challenges, unique solutions 
In the session on Canada's provincial 
capitals, Bruce Duncan from the Canadian 
Capital Cities Organization, and Gordon 
Jackson from the City of Edmonton, pre
sented Alberta's capital through Plan 
Edmonton, a strategic policy framework . 
With a multicultural population of almost 
650,000, Edmonton is a sprawling, 
modern city in an oil-rich province. Serge 
Filion, representing the Commission de la 
capitale nationale du Quebec, focused 
his presentation on several planning and 
landscaping projects undertaken by the 
commission in Quebec City. Don Poole of 
the City of Charlottetown presented the 
capital of Prince Edward Island. This 
historic city was selected as a "smart com
munity" by Industry Canada. In the panel 
discussion, participants talked about how 
each city is coping with the demands of 
government, business, tourism, and 
growth. 

Canada's northern capitals: 
Planning in the permafrost 
You thought your job was tough! Try 
planning in an extreme climate. Lesley 
Cabott (City of Whitehorse), Jim Coughlin 
(City of Yellowknife), Ken Johnson (UMA 
Engineering), and Andrew Baigent (Urban 
Systems Ltd.) gave an extensive overview 
of the problems posed by planning in per
mafrost, eight-month-long winters, 
limited vegetation, and rugged terrain. 
Iqaluit, Canada's newest territorial capital , 
faces special challenges, given its growth 
from a small town of 2,000 people to a 
capital complete with legislature and asso
ciated services (current population: 5,000) 
in the space of a couple of years. 
Participants found out what life and 
planning are like north of 60°. 

Pierre Dube, MICU OUQ 
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