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Arts, Culture, and Tourism 

The main focus of this theme was the 
social uses of urban and non-urban spaces 
-specifically those uses that occur sponta
neously, before anyone plans for them
and what happens when planners start 
planning around them. The conference 
was fortunate to have a well-rounded 
series of sessions that bridged the hyper
urban , the very rural, and everything in 
between. 

Ron Soskolne, principal of Soskolne and 
Associates, tackled the delicate subject of 
how to make spontaneous street culture 
"happen" through built form . His 
example, Toronto's Dundas Square, is a 
bold physical statement designed to 
attract people and stimulate their senses 
by creating a strong focal point in space 
tightly framed by intense uses, dramatic 
urban design, and lively signage. 

Rosa Harris-Adler, editor of Ottawa City 
Magazine, spoke about the profound 
mutations in Ottawa's street culture as a 
result of the city's transforming economy. 
Non-planners can sometimes give us 
insights about the results of our actions 

with a sincerity that we seldom grant our
selves. Harris-Adler observed that despite 
the growing civic self-confidence now felt 
in Ottawa, the city could probably use 
more "grit" to remove its over-sanitized 
veneer. 

Bruce Levine, architect, took us on a walk 
to four civic squares, where he described 
the various elements that make such 
spaces function as true "people places," 
and pointed out the elements that don't 
work this way. He showed how the posi
tioning of buildings, the location of the 
openings, the multiplicity of access points, 
and the presence of urban walls help turn 
civic squares into spontaneous meeting 
places. 

We heard about the efforts of smaller 
communities to attract tourists, either by 
highlighting cultural tourism promotion 
(as in Kelowna), rebuilding a local 
economy around visitors, or determining 
just how many people can safely tramp 
through a given area without inflicting 
environmental damage (an issue for eco
tourism). We heard examples from tourist 

areas that have felt the need to impose 
limits on development in order to protect 
the character of what tourists come to 
see, and from the United Kingdom, where 
heritage urban areas are being restored 
and regenerated through lottery funding 
because they are viewed as important 
tourism assets. 

Urban culture, tourism, and leisure are 
themes that interest all planners, but we 
don't often have a chance to investigate 
and dissect them. These few sessions were 
extremely satisfying in this regard. 
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