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International Planning 

We always hear about the mega-engi
neering projects and the major archi
tectural triumphs overseas, but how often 
do we hear about the planning triumphs? 
Did you realize that Canadian planners 
were involved in projects ranging from 
public participation in Peru to providing 
expertise in the redevelopment of an 
abandoned military base in Latvia? From 
municipal capacity-building in Palestine to 
a community-based watershed project in 
Brazil? The "international planning" 
theme of the conference opened our eyes 
to the involvement of Canadian planners 
in projects around the world. 

Working outside Canada means con
fronting your own assumptions about 
what planning is and how it works. 
Andrew Farncombe of the Canadian 
Urban Institute (CUI) moderated a session 
that included a description by the architect 
John van Nostrand of how he has applied 
the lessons he learned in several African 
countries to Canadian planning projects. 
Ed Sajecki, assistant deputy minister in 
Ontario's Ministry of Municipal Affairs and 
Housing, spoke about the challenges of 
planning in post -war, central, and eastern 
European countries. Rafel Betancourt of 
CUI described his experiences in Havana 
and the practice of strategic planning in a 
socialist economy. 
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A session moderated by John Cox of 
Chreod Ltd. demonstrated how many 
countries in Asia and the former USSR are 
making the transition from a centrally 
planned economy to a market economy 
with the help of Canadian expertise. Reg 
Mclemore, also of Chreod, discussed the 
usefulness of Canadian planning practices 
to projects in China. M ichel Frojomovic of 
Acacia Consulting, and Rory Baksh of 
Dillon Consulting, described their work on 
various planning, housing, and environ
mental studies in the Latvian city of 
Liepaja. 

Louise Morris, representing the Federation 
of Canadian Municipalities' International 
Cent re for Municipal Development, facil-

. itated a session on local governments in 
the global economy. Patrick Deoux's pres
entation addressed the issue of public 
involvement, environmental mangement, 
and gender equality in five communities in 
northern Peru. Stephen Jewczyk described 
the Palestine Municipal M anagement 
Project, which involved the development 
of an official plan for the city of Rafah. 
The project was coordinated by FCM and 
funded by CIDA, and the exchange 
involved six Canadian planners. 
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In April 2000, CIP embarked on a three
year CIDA-funded program to work with 
planning organizations in Cuba, El 
Salvador, and Trinidad , in order to support 

community-based urban and regional 
planning processes. Two sessions mod
erated by Ron Shishido, with the partici
pation of Michel Frojmovic (manager of 
CIP's International Program), Steven 
Brasier (executive director of CIP), and 
Isabelle Hentic (CIDA) featured presen
tations from CIP's partner organizations in 
Canada, Central America, and the 
Caribbean, and outlined the program's 
progress in several case-study commu
nities. 

Since 1998, Worldlink, the international 
internship program for planners, has sent 
forty new graduates on six-month 
planning assignments. One session put 
the spotlight on four young graduates 
who took advantage of the Worldlink 
program to spend six months overseas. 
Moderated by Nadia De Santi of Delcan, 
the session featured Bill Corsan's insights 
on the implementation of a tourism 
carrying-capacity study for t he northern 
coastline of Trinidad, as well as Susan 
Chychota's experiences in Zimbabwe with 
the International Counci l for Local 
Environmental Initiatives, and Tanya 
Steriou's internship as a gender planner 
with the Women's Bureau in Santo Andre, 
Brazil. 

Sally McIntyre, who has worked on 
projects in Rumania for R.V. Anderson 
Associates, moderated a session on 
grassroots planning in the United States 
and South America. Three very different 
presentations shed light on how planners 
can meet the challenges created by the 
democratizing of planning and decision
making, where the values, language, or 
traditions of the community differ from 
those of the planner. Penny Gurstein and 
Erika de Castro talked about working with 
the local government of Santo Andre, 
Brazil, to introduce community-based 
watershed management founded on 
Canadian methods. M ichael Kelly dis
cussed the results of his work on a 
strategic land-use and development plan 
with the Hopi people in Arizona. Beverly 
Dockeray-Ojo and Flor Velarde explored 
the unprecendented success and resulting 
challenges of a "federal empowerment 
zone" initiative undertaken by a low
income neighbourhood in Atlanta. 
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