
Plan 
Mobile Workshops 
Field Trips in the Capital 

Nothing beats a site visit for getting a real handle on 
planning issues. So it was that the 2001 conference's 
eleven mobile workshops allowed hundreds of 
planners to spread out into every corner of Ottawa, 
much to the terror of the local population. 

The workshops were arranged to reflect 
the various themes of the conference, 
though many of them directly or periph
erally addressed the theme of "green" 
planning. One excellent session was held 
by OC Transpo planner Pat Scrimgeour, 
who led an admiring crowd on a special 
bus tour of Ottawa's legendary 
Transitway (a set of bus-only 
expressways) and visited new light rapid 
transit (LRT) stations. When the first "O
T rain " LRT rolls out this autumn, Ottawa 
will join the exclusive club of Canadian 
cities equipped with urban rai l transit. 

Walking-tour workshops of the 
Parliamentary Precinct and Confederation 
Boulevard, led by planners from the 
National Capital Commission (NCC), 
showed off Ottawa's spectacular cere
monial spaces and the routes that link 
them. And in a third workshop, the NCC 
showed off their redevelopment plans for 
heritage industrial structures at the 
Chaudiere Islands, the birthplace of 
Ottawa's pulp and paper economy. 
Providing contrast to their approach was 
David R. Johnston of the City of 
Edmonton, who has worked on the site, 
and has proposed that its industrial 
functions be maintained as part of a 
future redevelopment scheme. 

Turning from old economy to new 
economy: Forty lucky planners got an 
inside look at the country's highest-tech 
facility, Nortel Network's Carling campus. 
Martin Vanderwouw of Nortel Networks 
Real Estate, and Rob Marshall of HOK 
Canada, presented the urban planning 
and urban design approaches employed 
on the campus, while Doug Grant of 
Delcan led the delegates through the 
remarkable seven-month process that led 
to planning approval for a one-million
square-foot addition to the campus. (The 
presentations by Mr. Marshall and Mr. 
Grant are summarized in this issue of Plan 
Canada). 

High-tech was also in evidence at Public 
Works Canada's Digital Simulation 
Laboratory, which offered an opportunity 
to experience urban design in virtual 
reality. This wall-size video tool allowed 

delegates to see future urban environments 
before they are built. Too bad these things 
weren 't around when Wal-Mart proposed 
it's first power-centre big-box. 

Speaking of power centres: One of the 
planning responses standing against the 
suburbanization of high-tech west Ottawa 
is Kanata's Town Centre. Led by Merle 
Nichols, former mayor of Kanata, planners 
visited the site of this future "new 
urbanist" town centre and heard ap res
entation of the vision and plans for 
"putting a core in the suburbs." , 

Doug Pollard of CMHC led a workshop 
on how to identify sustainable neig - " 
bourhoods, which looked at ways .tg 
ensure that infill and neighbourhood 
centres remain attractive to residents and 
passers-by. Green planning was also on 
display during a workshop at the recently
completed Mountain Equipment Co-Op 
retail building, which consumes 50 per 
cent less energy than conventional 
buildings, and incorporates a variety of 
environmentally-friendly aspects in its 
design and construction. 
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Last but not least, a tour of the venues for 
the Francophonie Games provided a snap
shot of how Ottawa-Hull prepared for an 
internat ional event without building any 
new infrastructure (for the opposite 
approach, please see Toronto Bid 2008). 
Delegates were impressed to see the 
cooperation between two municipal gov
ernments, three provincial governments, 
and the federal government, for the 
purpose of hosting 3,000 participants 
from fifty countries. 

Not bad for a single rainy Wednesday. 

Jeff Lehman and Allison Christie 
Coordinators of the conference's mobile 

workshops 

GIP 2001 conference mobile 
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an OC Transport LRT station 
under constrution. 
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