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RETURNING TO KENYA in December 1994, 
after graduation from the University of Waterloo, I 
found it difficult to practice as a planner. The few 
practicingplanners were confined to Nairobi, where, 
because planning was not a regulated profession, 
they practiced under ordinary business licenses. A 
group of planners, of whom I was a member, decided 
to form the Kenya Institute of Planners (KIP). 

The purpose of the new institute was to 
advance and articulate concerns for plan
ning practice, as well as to give identity to 
the profession. We embarked on the pro
fessionalization of planning, but we lacked 
the legislation required to clarify substan
tive, procedural and institutional man
dates for urban and rural planning, even 
in government. Without these, the insti
tute could not achieve its aims. 

Fortunately, in 1996 the government 
enacted the Physical Planning Act (PPA) 
and the Physical Planners Registration Act 
(PPRA). It was an official response aimed 
at making planning a regulated profes
sion, and at addressing some of the con
tinuing crises in our country: 

> unplanned urban sprawl; 

>a lack of mutual linkages between 
urban and rural development; 

> weak land-use planning that was unable 
to guide land allocation for urban devel
opment while protecting prime agricul
tural land; and 

> urban transportation problems in the 
city of Nairobi, manifested in enduring 
traffic congestion and poor con
nections between work
places and residences. 

PPA and PPRA made KIP initiative much 
easier. Most importantly, the different 
experiences of the members of the group 
kept the initiative moving toward our 
goal: the formation of KIP. For my own 
part, my Canadian educational back
ground has inspired my role as a key 
founding member of the institute, and 
continues to do so after my election as 
one of its officials in 2000. 

Three things were important in this regard. 
The first was my student membership in 
the Canadian Institute of Planners (CIP) 
and Ontario Professional Planners Institute 
(OPPI). This membership linked me to 
Canadian planning practice. Articles in 
Plan Canada opened my mind to the 
events and issues that were shaping the 
practice at the time. I also attended two 
CIP annual conferences. 

Second, the different occupants of the 
Planner-in-Residence Chair at the 
Waterloo Planning School were rare 
sources of interactive learning, linking the
ory to the world of practitioners - a rela
tionship that is one of the most enduring 
challenges in making the knowledge and 
ski lls of planners relevant to practice in 
Kenya. 

Finally, I learned a great deal from the 
Ontario Commission on Planning and 
Development Reform, appointed in 1991. 
When the commission completed its report 
in 1993, I had become more aware of 
Canadian concerns in planning and devel
opment. 

These three facts are modest and have 
their limitations, but they did cre

ate lasting impres-

about the principles around which 
Canadian planning issues revolve. I 
learned that planning is at the core of 
public policy in environmental manage
ment, as well as in social and economic 
development. Because of the organiza
tional, institutional and plural politics, pol
icy debate in planning is more open. 
These factors seem to provide a basis for 
constant dialogue between the provinces 
and municipalities, thereby creating an 
environment in which the practice can 
flourish. 

While the responsibility of steering the 
young planning profession in Kenya lies 
with its members, the institute will require 
a lot of support, from both within and 
without. It needs to start its own profes
sional magazine or journal , carry out con
tinuing professional development activi
ties, and establish links with planning 
schools and other professional bodies in 
the international arena. By doing so, KIP 
will reach out to allies in Kenya, East 
Africa and the rest of the world. We hope 
that Cl P is one such ally. 

Isaac Karanja Mwangi 


