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THE SMALL BUSINESS andEconomic 
Development initiative in the western Ukrainian 
province of Ivano-Frankivsk is designed to assist 
people there in the difficult transition from a 
centrally directed to a market economy, and from 
totalitarianism to democracy. 

Specifically, the $5 million project, funded 
by CIDA's Technical Assistance Program, 
aims at stimulating the start-up of small 
businesses. Several Canadian and 
Ukrainian agencies are involved: the 
University of Saskatchewan, 
Confederation College, CIDA, Manitoba's 
Parkland Community Futures 
Development Corporation, the University 
of Waterloo, and the City and Province of 
lvano-Frankivsk are participants. 

The program includes entrepreneurial 
training such as how to prepare business 
plans and to set up accounting systems, 
small business loan funds, and business 
English language classes, as well as assis
tance with economic development mat
ters such as strategic economic planning, 
obtaining permits from local govern
ments, and data collection and interpreta
tion . 

To reach the people who need this infor
mation , the project set up a store-front 
operation , the Ukrainian-Canadian 
Business Centre, in the city of lvano
Frankivsk. More than ninety-five new 
enterprises, ranging from bake ries, sun
flower oil production, and fish farms to 
web-page developers and drapery manu
facturers, have been helped by the proj-

ect. Canadians have conducted a dozen 
workshop training sessions, and have had 
colleagues from Ukraine visit locations in 
Canada. 

A new project is being developed to 
establish a major internet web portal in 
the Business Centre, and to develop five 
satellite business centres in the region. 
This new initiative will provide a basis for 
e-learning, e-business, and e-develop
ment in the lvano-Frankivsk region, and 
make the operation sustainable. 

"The wonderful thing," says the 
University of Waterloo's Mike Lazarowich, 
"is that this amazing transformation to a 
modern and progress ive style of open 
economy has happened in Ukraine in a 
completely peaceful atmosphere. There 
has been none of the violence and social 
upset that has been common elsewhere." 
Canadian planners can be proud of the 
part that some of their colleagues have 
played in this story. 

Wayne Heide is a manager at Parkland 

Community Futures Development 

Corporation in Grandview, Manitoba. 

New Resources for Immigration Research 
Online Content Enhancement Project (OCEP) 

The Online Content Enhancement Project (OCEP) 
involves the development of a new online resource as 
well as the digitalization of a collection of historical 
documents dealing with immigration and settlement. 

Collaborating in this project are the Centre for Refugee 
Studies (CRS), York University, the Joint Centre of 
Excellence for Research on Immigration and Settlement 
B Toronto (CERIS), and CIC, Ontario Administration of 
Settlement and Integration Services (OASIS). This project 
has been funded by Citizenship and Immigration 
Canada, Ontario Region (OASIS). 
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The historical documents for digitalization and posting 
consist of selected papers from the collections of CERIS, 
OASIS and CRS. The documents are selected based on 
their historical and contemporary significance, as well 
as their limited circulation. 

Take advantage of this unique initiative in online 
collaboration to promote access to vital historical 
immigration research documents by visiting: 
<http://ceris.metropolis.net> 
<http://www.yorku.ca/crs/resource_centre.htm> 
<http://www.settlement.org> 
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