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Introduction  

How many international students in our public universities and colleges in BC are optimal? It is obviously 

more than 0%, but less than 100%. In Australia, international students make up about 25% of total post-

secondary enrolment, and in some subjects, such as business and management, about 50%; for 

Australia, post-secondary education is a major national export. So would say 25% be an appropriate 

target for BC, given that it would mean 50% in some programs (e.g. economics and business) and 0% in 

others (e.g. education, nursing, medicine), maybe 35% in some institutions (e.g. University of British 

Columbia, UBC) and 1% in others (e.g. Northern Colleges), and larger spatial agglomerations in some 

regions (e.g. 80% in the Lower Mainland) than others (e.g. 2% in Northern BC)?  

With BC already having the largest per-capita enrolment of international students in public post-

secondary education in Canada, and with this enrolment already having doubled over the last 10 years, 

this paper adopts Oxford economist Paul Collier’s analytical framework as outlined in his 2014 book 

Exodus: How Migration Is Changing Our World to examine these questions.1  The paper implements 

Collier’s methodology by evaluating the strategy within what is termed BC’s “integrated offer” linking 

public post-secondary educaton with immigration policy - to allow international students to study, to 

work while studying and after graduation, and to potentially immigrate to BC. Due to a projected 

shortage of high-skilled workers in Canada and BC into the future, BC wants to attract the world’s best 

and brightest students and then retain these after graduation. Post-secondary institutions are hence 

now critical componets of Canadian and BC immigration policy. However the paper will provide a holistic 

analysis rather than a focus only on BC’s economic interests, using Collier’s framework to examine the 

issue from the perspectives of domestic students in BC and their societies, and the international 

students and potential migrants themselves, and their societies.   

The Global Market for International Students  

OECD estimates indicate that the flow of international students (students attending universities and 

colleges in countries other than their county of citizenship and/or permanent residence) has 

approximately doubled from 1.8m in 2000 to 3.5m in 2012, and this total is expected to double again to 

around 6, 7 or 8m by 2025.2 China has been the number one source of these students in recent years 

and is expected to continue to be so.  Asian and Pacific Rim markets are currently the largest for 

international student mobility, which however may in fact be only a relatively temporary phenomenon.   

Some stylized facts on this market are that Canada’s global market share of these students has been 

fairly constant in recent years at about 5%, much lower than the share of Australia at 10%, the United 

Kingdom at 10% and the United States at 20%.3 In Australia and the United Kingdom international 

students account for 20-25% of total enrolment. But this is not the case for the United States. Even 

though of course the United States has by far the most international students of any country, these 

students make up only about 5% of total enrolment, relative to around 10% for Canada. Other big 

                                                           
1 Paul Collier,  Exodus: How Migration Is Changing Our World. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2014 
2 The Economist, “Brains without borders” Jan 30, 2016 
3 International Education: A Key Driver of Canada’s Future Prosperity Advisory panel on Canada’s International 
Education Strategy final Report, August 2011, Government of Canada 
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players in the market include France and Germany, and other European nations. For Canada to maintain 

its 5% global share of this growing market to 2025, it will have to about double the number of 

international students in Canada from about 10% of total post-secondary enrolment currently to about 

20%, closer to the proportion of Australia and the UK.4  

Canada’s International Education Strategy  

This indeed is Canada’s strategy. Despite the Provincial jurisdiction of education, Canada announced its 

first ever national strategy for international education in January, 2014.5 In this strategy, although made 

up of a few different components6, international undergraduate student recruitment is the highest 

priority, with a trade commissioner for education in Ottawa,  and with a plan to double international 

students studying in Canada from 2011 to reach 450,000 by 2022, without displacing domestic 

students.7 This would increase international students as a proportion of all post-secondary students in 

Canada to around 17% by 2020, 23% in BC.8 

Canada’s advantage over its competitors such as Australia/New Zealand, The US, the UK, France, Russia, 

and Germany, or Canada’s so-called “value proposition”, is considered to be not lower international 

student fees (these fees are much lower in e.g. France and Germany) but in offering students options to 

work during and after studying, with eventually the chance to become Canadian citizens (Canada’s so-

called “integrated offer”).  

To study in Canada for 6 months or more, international student require a study permit, which they must 

apply for outside of Canada. Citizens of some countries are also required to apply for a Temporary 

Resident Visa, all via Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada (IRCC). The Visa Exempt Study 

Permit Abroad (VESPA) project allows students from 14 countries to apply online for their study permit, 

speeding up the process.  International students can take employment on-campus while studying for a 

limited number of hours per week, and also-off campus under off-campus work permit programs. As of 

2014, international students can also work part-time off-campus without having to apply for a separate 

work permit.  

Also offered by Canada is the Post-Graduate Work Permit Program, when on completion of a post-

secondary credential of at least 8 months in Canada, international students may accept employment in 

Canada for up to 3 years, depending on the length of the program of study.9 This then opens up the 

Canadian Experience Class (CEC) path to Permanent Residency (PR) and Canadian citizenship, as with 

                                                           
4 Canada’s Capacity for International Student Enrolment Report by Illuminate Consulting Group for Department of 
Foreign Affairs and International Trade Canada, November 2011 
5 Canada’s International Education Strategy, Government of Canada, 2014 
6 Other goals are to increase the number of Canadian students studying outside of Canada, increasing 
collaborations between Canadian and foreign universities and colleges, and sharing of Canadian education 
models/online delivery of Canadian education around the world. See Canada’s International Education Strategy, 
Government of Canada, 2014, p. 9 
7 Canada’s International Education Strategy, Government of Canada, 2014, p. 11 
8  International Education: A Key Driver of Canada’s Future Prosperity, Advisory Panel on Canada’s International 
Education Strategy, Final Report Government of Canada, 2012, p. 4 
9 For any program of study of under 2 years, the work permit is for the length of the program (e.g. 12 months). For 
programs of study of 2 years or longer, the work permit is for three years.  
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one year of work experience in Canada, one can apply for Permanent Resident (PR) status, with the 

possibility of applying for Canadian citizenship three years later.10 There are also student streams in 

Provincial Nominee Programs offered by some provinces, including BC, allowing international students 

another possible path to transition to PR status and eventually Canadian citizenship.  In a 2014 survey, 

the Canadian Bureau for International Education (CBIE) found that approximately 50% of Canada’s 

international students indicated that it was their short term goal to gain employment in Canada 

immediately after completing their studies and their long-term goal to gain PR status in Canada and 

eventually Canadian citizenship.11  

The purpose of the “integrated offer” is to meet Canada’s forecast shortage of skilled knowledge 

workers over the next decades. All labour force growth in Canada by 2020 is forecast to be coming 

entirely from immigration, and it is thought that within 20 years, there will be at least 2m vacancies for 

skilled knowledge workers in Ontario, up to 1m in BC.12 International students transitioning to Canadian 

citizenship are seen by Canada as a critical component in filling this skilled labour and innovation gap.  

BC’s International Education Strategy  

And it is also BC’s strategy. With around 13 % of the Canadian population, BC has around 30% of 

international students in Canada (over 40% of which are at universities), and the highest per capita 

enrolment of international students in the country.  The BC International Education Strategy notes that 

in 2012-13, there were 94,000 international students in BC, about 28,000 of these in BC public post-

secondary educational institutions, 11,000 in private post-secondary, and 43,000 in private language 

schools .13 A BC Council on Admissions and Transfer (BCCAT) study of 2014 found 34,000 international 

students in public universities and colleges (see Chart 1 below, about 8,000 at UBC and 6,000 at Simon 

Fraser University (SFU), and 17,000 overall in the research-intensive universities). These figures 

represented 15% of headcount enrolment at UBC, 18% at SFU, 14% at the research-intensive 

universities overall, 8% at the teaching-intensive universities overall, 4% at the public colleges, and 3% at 

the public institutes (e.g. BCIT). The 34,000 figure represents an approximate doubling since a 2002-03 

figure of 16,700, involving an increase from 5,885 to 17,393 in the research-intensive universities.14  

The BC International Education Strategy targets a 50% increase in international students from 94,000 in 

2012-13 (12,000 K-12, 28,000 public PSE, 11,000 private PSE, 43,000 private language schools) to 

140,000 over the four years to 2016-17.15 The strategy is synergistic with Canada Starts Here: The BC 

Jobs Plan in that BC is increasing the opportunities for international students at qualified institutions to 

                                                           
10 In 2011, 6,000 foreign nationals transitioned to PR status via the CEC program, with 50% of these being former 
international students. International Education: A Key Driver of Canada’s Future Prosperity, 2012, p. 69 
11 Roslyn Kunin & Associates Inc., 3-year Update on  the Economic Impact of International Education on BC, report 
presented to BCCIE, August 2014, p. 5 
12 International Education: A Key Driver of Canada’s Future Prosperity, Advisory Panel on Canada’s International 
Education Strategy, Final Report Government of Canada, 2012, p. 4 
13 British Columbia’s International Education Strategy, Government of BC, 2012.  
14 International Students in BC’s Education Systems: Research Results from the Students Transitions Project, 
BCCAT/Ministry of Advanced Education, October 2014 
15 British Columbia’s International Education Strategy, Government of BC, 2012. 
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work during and after studies in BC and move to PR and Citizenship status.16 Cited are forecasts of 1m 

skilled knowledge job opportunities opening up in BC over the next decade, but only 650,000 domestic 

graduates.17  

 

Chart 1: International Student Headcount 2012-13, BC Public Post Secondary Institutions 

 

Source: International Students in BC’s Education Systems: Research Results from the Students Transitions 

Project, BCCAT/Ministry of Advanced Education, October 2014 

 

                                                           
16 See the website StudyinBC.com  
17 British Columbia’s International Education Strategy, Government of BC, 2012 
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Alternative estimates of the number of international students in BC are contained in a recent report 

presented to the BC Council for International Education (BCCIE).18 This report bases its estimates of the 

number of study permits issued by IRCC. These estimates are shown in Table 1 below by type of 

institution, by region, and by source country.19 These data show an increase in international students 

from 90,000 in 2010 to 130,000 in 2015, with much of the increase occurring in public post-secondary 

institutions.  These data also show that around 80% of these students are studying at institutions in the 

Lower Mainland/Southwest region, only 1% in Northern BC.  Also, students from China account for 

almost 70% of the overall increase from 90,037 to 130,053, rising from 23,660 to 51,130. The numbers 

of students from India, Brazil, Mexico and Hong Kong have also increased in this period, the numbers 

from the US and Japan have been comparatively static, and the numbers from South Korea, Saudi Arabia 

and Taiwan have fallen.  

                                 

 

Table 1: International Students in BC by type of institution, region and source country, 2010 and 2015 

Source: Roslyn Kunin & Associates Inc., An Assessment of the Economic Impact of International 

Education on BC in 2010 and 2015, report presented to BCCIE, January 2017. 

                                                           
18 Roslyn Kunin & Associates Inc., An Assessment of the Economic Impact of International Education on BC in 2010 
and 2015, report presented to BCCIE, January 2017. 
19 The data by region depend on additional data from the Ministry of Advance Education on international students 
by institution.  

 2010 2015

Total 90,037 130,053

Public Post-Secondary 28,490 45,130

Private Post-Secondary 49,834 67,955

K-12 11,713 16,958

Lower Mainland/Southwest 73,466 100,093

Vancouver Island/Coast 8,525 16,228

Southern Interior 5,364 8,398

Northern BC 958 1,589

China 23,660 51,130

South Korea 20,160 12,695

India 3,210 12,105

Japan 5,670 6,555

United States 4,595 4,780

Brazil 1,930 4,530

Saudi Arabia 5,375 4,305

Mexico 2,525 3,340

Taiwan 3,340 2,445

Hong Kong 1,580 1,960

Top 10 sources 72,045 103,053
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BCCAT surveyed 37,000 international students in public universities and colleges in BC (including one 

private college, Columbia College) in 2014, and received 9,200 responses.20 80% of these students were 

at institutions in the lower mainland/southwest, 75% in arts, sciences or business/management 

programs, and 39% from China.  Two-thirds of these students responded that they intended to stay in 

Canada post-graduation, 60% in BC.  However, these students also generally responded that they find it 

difficult to integrate with Canadian students, and although most wanted an ability to work for pay while 

studying, more than 75% found it difficult to secure such paid work.  

Paul Collier’s Exodus Model  

In this section we analyze the issue of international students in BC’s public post-secondary institutions 

using a model of migration proposed by Oxford economics Paul Collier in his recent book on 

international migration, Exodus.21 The model is depicted in Figure 1. In our context, the diaspora 

measured along the horizontal access can be interpreted as the pool of international students at public 

post-secondary institutions in BC who identity themselves socially and culturally as international 

students, and the migration rate measured along the vertical axis can be interpreted as the new 

admittance of incoming international students to these institutions.  

The dotted line, the migration schedule, is upward sloping with an intercept. It can be interpreted as 

upward sloping in our context in that the larger the number of international students already in BC the 

more likely that new international students will apply and be admitted. The intercept can be interpreted 

as to how many international students the institutions are willing to accept. 

The upward slope of the curved line, the diaspora schedule, can be interpreted in the following way in 

our context. Where the pool of existing students is low and the acceptance of new students is high (in 

the areas of the graph above the curve), the diaspora (pool of international students) will be growing as 

fewer students graduate than are admitted. Where the pool of existing students is high and the 

acceptance of new students is low (in the areas of the graph below the curve), the diaspora (pool of 

international students) will be falling as more students graduate than are admitted. The diaspora 

schedule then shows all combinations of new admittance rates and graduation rates that keep the pool 

of international student constant at whatever level is chosen (the intersection of the migration schedule 

with the diaspora schedule).  

The diaspora schedule is concave rather than a straight line from the axis because of a concept Collier 

refers to the absorption rate, and this is a concept we can use also in our context. Collier argues that the 

larger becomes the diaspora, (in this context, the pool of international students) the fewer of these 

students get absorbed into the general student population (international students will tend to associate 

with their own socially and culturally more easily i.e. be “settlers” maintaining their own culture and 

language via multiculturalism rather than as “emigrants” being assimilated into the culture of the 

Canadian students). The absorption rate of international students into the general student population is 

high at low levels of the pool of international students (students must either assimilate into the general 

                                                           
20 BC International Student Survey, Final Report, BC Council on Admissions and Transfer, November 2015. 
21 Paul Collier, Exodus: How Migration Is Changing Our World, 2014 
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student population e.g. use English rather than their own language, or be very lonely). Conversely, the 

absorption rate is low at high levels of the pool of international students. The absorption rate is hence 

the slope of the diaspora schedule, which falls as the diaspora gets bigger. Socially therefore, more 

international students in BC is not necessarily better as far as them integrating into the general student 

population is concerned.   

  

So the trick for BC is to find an equilibrium. It may increase the rate of migration to move from one 

equilibrium say at E (say international students at 10% of total students) to a new higher equilibrium 

(intersection of a higher migration schedule with the diaspora schedule above E, say international 

students at a new steady state of 25% of total students) but not raise it so much that there is no new 

equilibrium (any migration rate so high that it fails to intersect with the diaspora schedule at any new 

equilibrium and the pool of international students keeps growing without limit).  

Collier’s nuanced analysis of international migration takes into account the welfare of the migrants 

themselves, the welfare of the societies they came from (and might return to), the social and cultural 
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interactions between the migrants and the domestic population,  and the social, economic and cultural 

effects both within the domestic population and within the migrant populations. So in applying Collier’s 

model to our context, we must consider the welfare of the international students themselves, the 

welfare of the societies they came from and might return to (brain drain or brain gain), the social and 

cultural interactions between international students, domestic students and the domestic population, 

and the social, economic and cultural effects both within domestic students and domestic populations, 

and within the various groups of international students.  

For the international student themselves, does their welfare improve with becoming students in BC? It 

might seem obviously yes, but there are the hidden psychological costs of strange surroundings and 

reduced happiness perhaps, and an inability to fully participate in BC university/college life and BC 

society generally. For example, can international students get employment in their fields in Canada or 

elsewhere at the same rate as Canadian domestic students?  

For the welfare of the societies the student came from, that will depend on whether they return or not. 

Many will stay in BC and Canada. 

Regarding the social and cultural interactions both between and within the pool of international 

students, domestic students and the domestic population, it is true that cultural diversity is good on 

campus and off, but there are diminishing returns to this, so how much is ideal? There are costs to 

increasing diversity, such as the erosion of mutual regard and social capital amongst the population.22  

Does institutions’ attention to the needs of international students and to attracting more international 

students for revenue purposes reduce their attention to the skills and training of BC students, and 

encourage emigration of these BC students to other jurisdictions outside of BC? International students 

are also clustered both spatially in BC and by subject (e.g. economics and business) which leads to 

differential effects across cities, regions and subjects of study. 

So moderate numbers of international students in BC’s public post-secondary institutions is obviously a 

good thing, but what percentage is optimal? Might a big increase in the number of international 

students in BC’s public institutions, from say 10% on average to 25% on average (remembering that an 

average might mask large variations e.g. 35% at UBC and 5% at UNBC, 50% in UBC economics and 0% in 

UBC anthropology) be detrimental at the margin? International students have doubled in the last 10 

years; how will a further doubling affect the relevant parities in BC? Do we need more geographical 

dispersion of these students, and more dispersion across subject areas? As Collier states, both amongst 

students and the general population, fraternity is at least equally as important as liberty and equality. 

Multiculturalism at universities has benefits but also clear costs. Universities and colleges need to do 

more than just regard international students as a revenue stream, and be negligent of important 

political, social and cultural, and psychological considerations, both on campus and off.  Also, how 

temporary a phenomenon is the vast increase in the demand for international education over the last 20 

                                                           
22 See e.g. Robert Putnam "E Pluribus Unum: Diversity and community in the twenty-first century" Scandinavian 
Political Studies June 2007, The 2006 Johan Skytte Prize Lecture. 



9 
 

and upcoming 10 years? Will we be expanding our institutions to take in more and more international 

students only to have to contract them later on?  

University of British Columbia’s International Student Initiative  

In this section we undertake analysis of the implications of UBC’s drive to increase its number of 

international students under its so-called International Student Initiative (ISI). The official line of the 

University is that international students do not take away places for domestic students. A more careful 

analysis, one the University has not done, reveals that in fact they do in programs and courses especially 

popular with international students. There is of course no displacement in total but there is of course 

between and within programs and within courses within programs (i.e. only one pint can fit into a one-

pint bottle).  

The following are some official UBC statements on the general issue of international students and the 

fees they pay. In August 2013 the then VP and AVP Enrolment and Academic Facilities for UBC, stated: 

“International students do not displace Canadian students at UBC. To the contrary, more students on 

campus means UBC can hire additional faculty and offer broader choices of courses and research for all 

of our students.”23 A story in February 2013 reported: “UBC leaders are clear on this point: international 

students do not displace domestic students… international students pay the full cost of their education 

to add more spaces…”24 Obviously it cannot be true that international students add more spaces for 

domestic students in the aggregate; domestic student seats across BC post-secondary institutions, 

including UBC, are set by the Government, so how could international students in BC post-secondary 

institutions generate additional seats for domestic students in the aggregate? 

Former UBC President Stephen Toope in a direct quote in BC’s International Education Strategy 

document does not state that international students add more seats for Canadians but states more 

simply: “Not a single BC student is displaced by international students at UBC. The premise that UBC’s 

recruitment of international students is at the expense of our mandate to serve BC is false.”25 The 

constant repetition of this mantra is as far as the University normally takes its analysis of the effects of 

international students on domestic students, and appears to have no interest in taking the analysis any 

further, at least in public.  

However, this does not take the analysis of potential displacement far enough. While it is obviously true 

that no matter how many international students UBC takes in, its domestic student targets and domestic 

student enrolment in the aggregate are entirely unaffected, neither reduced or increased (contrary to 

what some of the statements in the previous paragraph claim - if one claims that international student 

seats do not take away domestic student seats in the aggregate, it is entirely inconsistent to claim that it 

adds them in the aggregate) it is not true that there is no displacement of domestic students from 

courses and programs that are popular with international students, into other courses and programs 

that are not as popular with international students, within the aggregates. It is a question of micro and 

macro, and to say there is no displacement is a Fallacy of Composition. True, at the macro level the 

                                                           
23 Letter to Vancouver Sun August 22, 2013 
24 UBC Reports Feb 2013 p. 4. 
25 British Columbia’s International Education Strategy, Government of BC, 2012, p. 22 
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aggregate of seats is unchanged for domestic students, but the composition of the seats changes, 

depending on where the international students sit (enrol). So there is displacement at the micro level of 

seats in courses and programs (e.g. the BA Major in economics, or the Bachelor of Commerce?)  

UBC was initially concerned about the impact of first introducing differential fees for international 

students in the mid-1990s and the effect it might have on incentives for University administrators to 

seek to bolster international student numbers for revenue purposes. The Senate (in theory the academic 

governance body of the University, but not in practice) passed a policy in 1996 that stated: 

1. The number of international students in a an undergraduate program can be no more than 15% 

of the number of domestic students in that program in the previous year; 

2. Programs must annually report the number of international students they have admitted; 

3. International student admission Grade Point Averages (GPAs) for admission must meet or 

exceed [my italics] those of domestic students. 

The principle underlying point 1 is capacity; point 2, transparency and accountability; and point 3, 

fairness and equity - international students should not be given favourable access to UBC just because 

they pay more to attend and the University wants this high revenue, or because the province wants to 

encourage skilled immigration.26   

However by the first decades of the new millennium many programs and faculties were exceeding the 

limit of point 1, as was UBC overall, as international students as a percent of total enrolment first 

exceeded 15% overall in 2012-13 and has since grown to 24% overall in 2016-1727, with almost 40% in 

some faculties (e.g. Faculty of Commerce/Sauder School of Business). Hence in  March 2014 the 

University administration decided that the 1996 Senate policy was “out-of-step with the University’s 

internationalization and diversity goals” and hence Senate on the recommendation of the 

administration agreed to replace the 1996 policy with the following amendment to the University’s 

Principles of Effective Undergraduate Admission, to the effect that; 

1. The University will set enrolment targets separately for domestic and international students in 

each program by taking into consideration capacity and resources; 

2. Student demand for admission relative to these targets shall determine competitive admissions 

standards separately for domestic and international students, and the University will adjust 

admissions averages for both domestic and international students to meet its targets; 

3. By corollary, the University shall meet its Provincial enrolment mandate for domestic students.  

The University claims “non-displacement of domestic students” as the key principle of the new policy 

(point 3 above).  However what is probably more key is point 2 above, that this new policy allows 

differential admissions standards for domestic and international students. For example, in programs like 

                                                           
26 Actually, before differential tuition fees for international students were brought in at UBC in the 1990s, there 
were differential admissions standards for international students; their GPAs had to exceed those of domestic 
students, not just meet or exceed.  
27 Total headcount of all students 54,232, total headcount of international students, 13,182. UBC 2016/17 Annual 
Report on Enrolment, p. 8 and 13 
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Commerce or Kinesiology, where there is vast unmet domestic student demand, the competitive GPA 

for domestic students to get in might be in the 90s. However, for international students, there might be 

only be a small amount of excess demand relative to supply of seats targeted, so they might get in with 

say a competitive GPA in the 70s (because they are not competing in the same pool).  In this way the 

University is able to maximize revenue and not turn away international students just because they don’t 

meet the very high GPAs needed of domestic student applicants in many programs, due to the vast 

demand of domestic (e.g. BC) students to attend UBC, their home university, relative to the supply of 

seats offered to domestic students e.g. in the Bachelor of Science, Bachelor of Commerce and Bachelor 

of Kinesiology.  

So the “meet or exceed the GPAs of domestic students”’ wording for international students of the 1996 

policy is gone and replaced by “international students should be admitted to undergraduate programs 

using criteria and procedures which ensure, at a minimum, international student quality comparable to 

that of domestic students.“28 International students are deemed at a minimum comparable if they are as 

“successful” at UBC as domestic students, which is an ex post criterion. So as long as UBC thinks ex ante 

that an international student “will be successful” in a program, then they can be admitted, no matter 

how their GPA compares to the competitive GPA average required of domestic students for admittance 

into that program.  In other words, “of comparable quality” to domestic students can be defined in this 

broad way, and international students are able to get into UBC with lower grades than those needed of 

domestic students in many programs. In effect, they are able to buy their way in, in a manner that 

domestic students cannot.  

To reiterate, and if we take the Bachelor of Commerce offered by the UBC Sauder School of Business as 

a good example, or perhaps the Bachelor of Science offered by the Faculty of Science, both programs 

where the domestic student competitive admissions GPAs are extremely high, the University might set 

admissions targets of say 400 domestic students, 300 international. So if say 5,000 domestic students 

apply for admission, the competitive admission cut-off is determined by domestic demand (5,000) 

relative to supply (400) so say it is 92%.  If say only 1,000 international students apply, then their 

competitive admission cut-off is also determined by demand (1,000) relative to supply (400) so say it is 

72%. So international students with averages 72-92 get in, as long as in the University’s estimation these 

students can be “successful at UBC” i.e. graduate, and domestic students with these averages don't.  So 

UBC now adjusts the GPA admissions averages so that the supply target is entirely filled for both 

domestic and international students, but entirely separately.  So a BC student with an 85% average 

could be denied admission into the Province's flagship University of British Columbia, that his family pay 

their taxes to fund, but if they an were international student with the same 85% average, but paying the 

hefty international student tuition fees, they might get in. This then in effect sells seats at UBC to the 

highest bidder, except that domestic students are unable to bid. 

Table 2 shows UBC Vancouver first-year intake targets for domestic and international students 2014-15 

to 2017-18, and the actual intakes 2014-15 to 2016-17, for five programs, the Bachelor of Arts (BA),  the 

                                                           
28 International Undergraduate Student Admission – Reconsideration of the May 1996 Senate Resolution, 
presented to and approved by UBC Vancouver Senate, April 2014.  
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Bachelor of Science (BSc), the Bachelor of Applied Science (BASc, Engineering) the Bachelor of 

Commerce (BCom), and the Bachelor of Kinesiology (BKin). These data show that targets and intakes 

match more of less identically, demonstrating that UBC (at its main campus in Vancouver at least) does 

in fact follow the basic principles of its 2014 amendment described above to its Principles of Effective 

Undergraduate Admission.  

 

 

Table 2: UBC Vancouver Targets and Actual First-year New-to-Program Enrolment, 2014-15 to 2017-

18, Selected Degree Programs  

Source: Academic Year Undergraduate Enrolment Targets –UBC Vancouver, various years 

 

UBC and other BC post-secondary institutions have then the green light provided by the Canada 

International Education Strategy and the BC International Education Strategy to admit as many 

international students as they feel that can take, regardless of them meeting the admissions standards 

required of domestic students. UBC has an additional, and increasing, incentive: the very high 

international student tuition fees it now charges.  Prior to quite recently, UBC claimed the international 

student fees it charged were set to simply cover the cost of providing education per student as a public, 

non-profit institution.29  UBC has most recently however switched to a strategy of a profit-seeking 

monopolist or oligopolist, with the tuition fees it charges (price) set by demand (what the market will 

bear) rather than cost of supply (cost of production). The VP of Students at UBC Okanagan was quoted 

                                                           
29 Letter to the editor of the Kelowna Daily Courier, November 29, 2012, signed Prof. W. Wesley Pue, provost and 
vice-principal, UBC Okanagan: “International tuition fees are set at a cost-recovery level – no more, no less.” 

Domestic Target Actual Target Actual Target Actual Target

2014-15 2014-15 2015-16 2015-16 2016-17 2016-17 2017-18

BA 1590 1596 1800 1769 1590 1683 1590

BSc 1400 1446 1400 1369 1400 1481 1350

BASc 546 553 546 539 546 562 545

BCom 380 401 380 365 400 410 400

BKin 180 203 180 181 190 206 190

Inrernational Target Actual Target Actual Target Actual Target

2014-15 2014-15 2015-16 2015-16 2016-17 2016-17 2017-18

BA 615 601 685 679 685 677 685

BSc 252 256 275 294 275 283 280

BASc 211 231 235 293 256 221 245

BCom 314 333 314 286 267 282 267

BKin 14 29 16 25 20 33 20
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as saying in late 2014: “If the market is willing to pay that much, why wouldn’t we charge it”?30 UBC 

hence now engages in the profit-maximizing behavior of setting price to international students and 

quantity of international students admitted to maximize profit from international students.  

International students at UBC now, as of 2017-18, pay fully seven times the domestic rate for tuition, 

$34,913 for one year full-time (30-credits), by far the highest tuition rates for international students in 

the province.  UBC’s tuition fee revenue from undergraduate international students for 2017-18 is 

forecast to be $277m, much higher than the $227m it forecasts it will receive in domestic undergraduate 

student tuition fees.31  International students are now a massive profit centre for the University, as their 

cost of education is much less much than the tuition fees they pay. One might say that UBC is using the 

internationally-recognized brand of UBC which it has been fortunate and skilled enough to build up over 

the past century or so, largely financed by generous and prescient government funding, to, in effect, 

print money.  Once its Provincial mandate for domestic students is met, an additional international 

student is worth seven times to the University what an additional domestic student is worth; this gives 

the University the incentive to admit as many international students as it can, and an incentive never to 

exceed the provincial domestic student mandate.  

However, universities such as UBC also claim that the high fees that international students pay allow 

them to hire more faculty, and put on a greater selection and number of courses for all students, 

including domestic students, presumably so that class sizes can go down and class choice and diversity 

go up, to the benefit of domestic students. So have average undergraduate class sizes at UBC gone 

down, and have there been more faculty hired as international students as a percent to total enrolment 

in direct entry undergraduate programs has gone from an average of 13% in 2010-11 to an average of 

24% in 2016-17? According to data released by the Research Universities’ Council of BC and published as 

the British Columbia Higher Education Accountability Dataset (bcheadset.ca), “created to demonstrate 

accountability on the part of British Columbia's higher education institutions, and contains data on key 

measures of public interest”, the answer is, quite emphatically, no.32  

Table 3 below shows the headcount of undergraduate international students at UBC Vancouver, the 

number of full-time, permanent faculty, and the average undergraduate class sizes at the lower level 

(first and second year courses) and upper level (third and fourth year courses), in 2010, 2013 and 2016. 

International undergraduate students have more than doubled between 2010 and 2016, but the 

number of faculty has increased little and average class sizes have increased. With this doubling of 

international students on the Vancouver campus since 2010, UBC takes in about $150m in additional 

annual revenue. Faculty members only increased by 92 in this period, an annual cost of about $10m. 

With the most recent dramatic increases in international student fees of 15% in 2016-17 and 15% in 

2017-18 (and an additional 7% increase to come in 2018-19) UBC established an “Excellence Fund” to 

                                                           
30 Quoted in an article in the UBC Okanagan student newspaper “UBC’s 2015 International Student Tuition Increase 
Explained” The Phoenix November 3, 2014, p. 4. 
31 UBC 2017-18 Operating Budget, p. 8.  Revenue from domestic student tuition fees at UBC Vancouver is forecast 
to be $193m, and at UBC Okanagan, $34m. Revenue from international student tuition fees at UBC Vancouver is 
forecast to be $247m, and at UBC Okanagan, $30m.  
32 BCheadset.ca 
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use the additional revenue for temporary increases in spending on faculty, staff and student initiatives.33 

For example, one of the initiatives in 2016-17 was that UBC “invested funds to market the University to 

students outside the province – most notably in Ontario.”34  

 

                       

Table 3: Undergraduate International Students, Number of Faculty and Average Class Sizes, UBC 

Vancouver 2010-2016  

Source BCHeadset.ca  

University of British Columbia’s Vantage College  

Another of UBC’s international student initiatives is Vantage College (VC), established by UBC on its 

Vancouver campus in 2013-14, with $127m in capital investment (20% charged to the College) and 

ongoing operational costs, to attract more international students to UBC. It was developed in response 

to SFU’s highly successful Fraser International College (FIC) but with a slightly different focus. FIC is a 

stand-alone college, run by a private company for SFU, offering international students smaller classes 

and more attention, for a premium fee, in their first-year, to help them transition to full SFU life. The 

thinking was most probably correct that international students were getting lost in the massive first-year 

classes of the main SFU campus, and would benefit from, and would be willing to pay for, smaller classes 

more focussed on their unique needs. VC at UBC has this focus also but another focus in taking in 

international students with English skills that are not high enough to meet UBC minimum standards and 

giving them a combined first-year program with smaller classes but also English language training to 

come up to the standard. On its “key facts” website, and in a not-too-well-disguised dig at SFU (and also 

University of Manitoba, with a similar college to FIC), VC states; “UBC Vantage College is the only 

international college of its kind at a top-tier university in Canada.” 

VC and FIC directly take on the private BC colleges such as Columbia, Alexander and Coquitlam in the 

market for international students. SFU first and then UBC copying has basically said to themselves, why 

are we allowing these private colleges to get all of this tuition revenue and profit for these students’ first 

one or two years when we could set up replicas on our own campuses and get this revenue and profit? 

Why not take in the students now for their full four years, rather than have they attend say Columbia 

College for two years and then transfer to UBC or SFU for their final two years, and collect four years of 

                                                           
33 One of the principles of expenditure from the Excellence Fund is that “funds may not be invested in permanently 
recurring expenditures” e.g. permanent faculty. UBC 2017-18 Operating Budget, p. 19 
34 UBC 2017-18 Operating Budget, p. 19 

2010 2013 2016

UBC Vancouver

International undergraduates 4,477 6,324 10,074

Number of faculty 2,326 2,417 2,424

Average class size lower-level 73 77 77

Average class size upper-level 45 47 48
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above cost-recovery tuition fees from them rather than just two or three years? VC is however also 

much more expensive than the private colleges; for 2017-18, fees are $43,643 rather than the standard 

international student fee for 30-credits of $34,913. The private colleges run around $15,000.  

As Chart 2 shows UBC had very ambitious targets for student growth for its new Vantage College 

venture at its inception, of 300 students in its first year 2014-15, rising to 1,000 by 2016-17. With an 

intake of only 188 students in 2014-15 (only 131 of whom progressed to second-year) targets and 

expectations were cut in half in 2014 to only 500 by 2016-17, attaining 1,000 only by 2019-20.  On 

missing the target of 350 in 2015-16 with only 267 student admitted in that year, targets and 

expectations were again revised downwards in 2016 to only hitting 450 students by 2019-20, not 1,000.  

On exceeding the 300 target set for 2016-17, admitting actually 363 students in that year, the targets 

were again revised to hit not 450 but 550 by 2019-20, with 450 for 2017-18. Of the 267 students 

admitted in 2015-16, 78% were from China. UBC perhaps discovered that the private colleges offer 

arguably a better product (e.g. smaller classes, more attention) at a much lower price? Although some 

students (i.e. their parents) are of course willing to pay the much higher price for the UBC logo.35 

                  

Chart 2: UBC Vantage College Target Enrolments 2014-15 to 2019-20 

 

Source: Academic Year Undergraduate Enrolment Targets –UBC Vancouver, various years 

                                                           
35 The economics of the Vantage College business model is sound, as long as it fills its enrolment targets. 450 
students paying $43,636 each is $20m, and then if each student admitted succeeds and graduates, UBC has them 
for three more years at $35-39,000 per year, potentially up to another $50m.  
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For an international student the easiest way to buy a way into UBC might be via VC. Why compete with 

all of the other international students into direct-entry programs? Just apply to Vantage College which 

has an intake target of 450 across four programs for 2017-18.  With a fee of not $34,913 for its first-

year-only programs but $43,643, there might actually be less demand than supply of targeted seats, so 

that all international students who meet the minimum to enter UBC (around 67%) might be admitted, as 

long as their English skills are deemed poor enough. If only 450 students across these programs apply, a 

student may well be admitted with even with a 67% average (the minimum for UBC) as long as the 

University thought that that student “will be successful” i.e. be able to pass and eventually graduate. In 

that way the VC student can be determined ex post by the University to have been of “comparable 

quality” to all other domestic and international students.36  

University of British Columbia’s Okanagan Campus  

With UBC in Vancouver full-to-overflowing, UBC opened its second campus in Kelowna in 2005 by taking 

over the university campus and functions of the existing Okanagan University College. The issue of 

international students was not mentioned at all in any of the agreements at the time such as the 

Memorandum of Understanding between UBC and the Government regarding the functions and 

projected growth of the new UBC Okanagan (UBCO) campus.37 The campus has failed to meet its 

provincially mandated domestic enrolment targets in all but one of the last 12 years since founding (see 

Chart 3 below), but the number of international students has expanded at a fairly constant rate (see 

Charts 4 and 5 below). 

               

Chart 3: Target and Actual FTE Domestic Student Enrolment at UBC Okanagan, 2005-06 to 2016-17   

Source: UBC Report of Enrolment, various years.  

                                                           
36 The only reference I have seen re: the required quality of admitted Vantage College students is that they must 
be “comparable” to those of international students generally. 
37 Memorandum of Understanding 2004, 7 pages, between the Ministry of Advanced Education and UBC. 
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         Chart 4: Total Undergraduate Domestic and International Students UBCO 2005-06 to 2016-17  

Source: UBC Report of Enrolment, various years 

 

         

    Chart 5: International Students, Undergraduate and Graduate, UBC Okanagan, 2005-06 to 2016-17 

 

Source: UBC Report of Enrolment, various years 
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The Principal of UBCO was quoted in a 2012 Canadian Press article as saying: “International students 

make up about 8% of our total student enrolment, and our goal is to increase that to 20% by 2017.”38 In 

UBC Reports on February 2013, the then Provost of UBCO is quoted as saying: “In Kelowna and the 

Okanagan Valley, it is widely acknowledged that the presence of people from around the world is a good 

thing for the culture and economy of the region.”39 The target for international students have not been 

met either; international students were about 14% of total enrolment in 2016-17.40 So targets for 

neither domestic students nor international students have been met.  

Also of course UBC’s 2014 amendment to its Principles of Effective Undergraduate Admission, especially 

point 3: “The University shall meet its Provincial enrolment mandate for domestic students”, has either 

not applied to, or has not been applied at UBCO, as it has continued to increase international student 

enrolment despite targets for domestic student enrolment not being met. So seats at UBCO that might 

have been given to domestic students (via perhaps adjusting admissions GPA averages so that intake 

equates to supply of seats, along the lines of UBC’s Principles of Effective Undergraduate Admission, 

point 2: “…the University will adjust admissions averages for domestic and international students to 

meet its targets”) have in fact gone to international students. 

Table 4 below shows the UBCO first-year intake targets for domestic and international students 2012-13 

to 2017-18, and the actual intakes 2012-13 to 2016-17, for five programs, the Bachelor of Arts (BA),  the 

Bachelor of Science (BSc), the Bachelor of Applied Science (BASc, Engineering) the Bachelor of 

Management (BMgmt), and the Bachelor of Human Kinetics (BHK). These data show that UBCO has not 

in recent years adjusted competitive admissions averages for domestic students so that admission 

equates to that supply of seats, and has in fact not followed the basic principles of the 2014 UBC 

amendment described above to its Principles of Effective Undergraduate Admission. Hence UBCO 

violates UBC Vancouver’s Senate policy that “UBC will meet its Provincial enrolment mandate for 

domestic students” i.e. its non-displacement of domestic students by international students policy and 

also violates the policy that student demand for admission relative to targets shall determine 

competitive admissions standards for domestic and international students, and the UBC will adjust 

admissions averages for domestic and international students to meet its targets.41 

One of the particular programs where competitive admissions standards at UBCO have not been 

adjusted so that admission of domestic students meet targets has been the BA program (see Table 4 

below). The current Principal of the campus is quoted in a recent Senate meeting as referring to “a 

Government direction to stop teaching BAs.”42 After domestic student enrolment targets were reached 

in 2012-13 UBCO attention turned to program mix, and that attention has been to downsize some 

deemed over-expanded programs (the liberal arts e.g. BA, and the Bachelor of Education) to allow room 

for continued growth in other science and professional programs that were now a higher priority (e.g. 

                                                           
38 “Canada gets “F’ for attracting students”, Canadian Press, November 15, 2012 
39 UBC Reports February 2013, p. 5 
40 Total headcount of all students 8,687, total headcount of international students, 1,251. UBC 2017-18 Operating 
Budget, p. 8 and 13 
41 The UBCO Senate in May 2017 will approve the application of the Vancouver policy at UBCO 

42 Minutes of UBCO Senate meeting, November 26, 2014 
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the BSc, BASc, BHK, and BMgmt). Given that the overall domestic student enrolment target had been 

met in 2012-13, the only way that the combined domestic student enrolment in the BSc, BASc, BHK, and 

BMgmt could keep expanding after that year (which it duly did) was for domestic student enrolment in 

the BA to keep declining (which it duly did).  UBCO administration accommodated this by deliberately 

not meeting enrolment targets in the BA, and hence reducing those targets year-by-year, in order to 

downsize the program, allowing for the growth of the other programs (see Table 4).  

 

 

Table 4: UBC Okanagan Target and Actual First-year New-to-Program Enrolment, 2012-13 to 2017-18, 

Selected Degree Programs  

Source: UBC Annual Report on New to Program Enrolment targets, Okanagan Campus, 2017-18, Jan 

2017 

The UBCO Principal was quoted in November 2012 to say: “Foreign students do not reduce the number 

of spaces available for Canadians at UBCO …in fact, the opposite is true, International students help fund 

positions for Canadians that wouldn’t otherwise exist.”43 This in fact isn’t true: unfortunately 

international students do not increase the number of seats open to domestic students at UBCO. The 

UBCO Enrolment Report for 2014 more simply states: “International students do not displace domestic 

students.”44   

Chart 6 below depicts international student undergraduate enrolment at UBCO by program 2005-06 to 

2016-17, and Chart 7 domestic student (Canadian citizenship and PR) undergraduate enrolment by 

program. The enrolment of international students is significant in only four programs: the BA, BSc, 

BMgmt, and, to a lesser extent, the BASc (Engineering), although the latter has significantly increased its 

international student intake in the last two years.  International students make up no part of the 

                                                           
43 Kelowna Daily Courier, November 15, 2012. This in fact isn’t true; international students do not increase the 
number of seats open to domestic students at UBCO. 
44 UBCO Enrolment Report 2014, p. 3 



20 
 

Bachelor of Nursing or Education programs, and are fairly insignificant in the Bachelor of Human Kinetics 

program. As international student numbers have grown substantially in the BA, BSc and BMgmt in the 

most recent years, the number of domestic students in these programs has declined or been fairly static 

(see Charts 6 and 7 below). 

             

             

          Chart 5: Undergraduate Degree Programs International Students UBCO 2005-06 to 2016-17  

Source: UBC Report of Enrolment, various years 

             

             Chart 6: Undergraduate Degree Programs Domestic Students UBCO 2005-06 to 2016-17 Source:  

UBC Report of Enrolment, various years 
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It is also found not to be the case that international students do not displace domestic students at UBCO 

if one looks behind the macro aggregate numbers and into the majors and programs at the micro level. 

Within the BA and BSc, international students tend to focus on certain majors and programs, as Table 5 

below shows, and on certain courses within programs.  

     

 

Table 4: Declared BA and BSc Major Students, UBC Okanagan 2013-14     

Source: UBC Student Information System (SISC) 

Programs with more than 20 major students and a large percentage (greater than 10%) of international 

students in the total students declared as majors in these programs are, for the BA, economics (38%), 

international relations (15%), politics, philosophy and economics (14%) and philosophy (11%) and for 

the BSc, again economics (25%) mathematics (11%) and computer science (11%).  Programs such as 

international relations, political science and philosophy have had no net new teaching faculty hiring at 

UBCO since 2007 and a declining number of courses, sections and student seats offered over the past 

number of years, and economics relatively little, despite the growing number of international students 

in these courses and programs. Many courses are full to capacity (especially in international relations 

and political science across the board and in certain economics courses) so it would be entirely 

reasonable to recognize that some domestic students have been hence displaced from these courses 

and programs due to the growing number of international students at UBCO, as the total number of 

seats and courses in these programs has not been increased.  

The problem is especially acute for economics.  Last year, one of the author’s courses was at 60 student 

capacity, the majority of whom were international students, and two other of his courses were full at 60 

Total Intl % Intl Total Intl % Intl

Bachelor of Arts Bachelor of Science

Psychology 648 27 4 Biology                                                   441 18 4

English                                109 3 3 Biochemistry 281 14 5

Economics 108 41 38 Earth and Environmental Science       144 4 3

Anthropology 98 4 4 Psychology                                139 6 4

History 94 0 0 Chemistry 104 3 3

Geography 72 2 3 Mathematics & Statistics                  95 10 11

International Relations 65 10 15 Computer Science 84 9 11

General Arts 48 3 6 Physics 82 7 9

Sociology 44 3 7 Zoology                                    67 1 2

Political Science 40 2 5 General Science 66 1 2

Philosophy 27 3 11 Economics 48 12 25

Philosophy-Politics-Economics              21 3 14 Environmental Chemistry                       19 1 5

French 20 1 5 Freshwater Science                                          13 0 0

Creative Writing 20 1 5 Total 1583 86 5

Computer Science 18 1 6

Cultural Studies 16 1 6

Art History 14 2 14

Indigenous Studies 13 0 0

Mathematics 12 5 42

Spanish 10 0 0

French and Spanish 10 0 0

Latin American Studies                   4 1 25

Gender and Women's Studies                   3 0 0

Earth and Environmental Science               2 0 0

Total 1470 113 8
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and 40 room capacity each, with at least half of the students registered in each international students, 

and with many domestic students on the waiting lists to get into these courses. So for these courses, 

domestic students were blocked from them while international students were enrolled in them. This has 

been the case in his courses at UBCO for many years now. So international students definitely do 

displace domestic students. Given the large number of international students who want to take 

economics courses, the capacities for domestic students in many of these courses are actually less than 

they were when the courses were last offered by the previous institution Okanagan University College, 

before 2005.   

However, as already noted above, UBC claims that the high fees that international students pay allow 

them to hire more faculty, and put on a greater selection and number of courses for all students, 

including domestic students, presumably so that class sizes can go down and class choice and diversity 

go up, to the benefit of domestic students. So have average undergraduate class sizes at UBC Okanagan 

gone down, and have there been more faculty hired as international students as a percent to total 

enrolment in direct entry undergraduate programs has gone from an average of 6% in 2010-11 to an 

average of 14% in 2016-17, generating about $20m more in additional revenue to the University? Again 

according to data released by the Research Universities’ Council of BC and published as the British 

Columbia Higher Education Accountability Dataset (bcheadset.ca), the answer is , again emphatically, 

no.   

Table 5 below shows the headcount of undergraduate international students at UBC Okanagan, the 

number of full-time, permanent faculty, and the average undergraduate class sizes at the lower level 

(first and second year courses) and upper level (third and fourth year courses), in 2010, 2013 and 2016. 

International undergraduate students have more than doubled between 2010 and 2016, but the 

number of faculty have increased little and average class sizes have increased quite dramatically. In fact, 

UBCO now has the largest average class sizes at lower level of any BC post-secondary campus, even 

larger then UBC Vancouver, and the second largest (after UBC Vancouver) at the upper level.  

 

             

Table 5: Undergraduate International Students, Number of Faculty and Average Class Sizes, UBC 

Okanagan 2010-2016 *Between 2010 and 2013, UBC Okanagan was increasing its faculty members due 

to increasing numbers of domestic students admitted.  See Charts 3 and 4 above. 

Source BCHeadset.ca  

The UBCO campus is planning to continue to increase the number of international undergraduate 

students from the current 1,000 or so (13% of total undergraduate students) to around 1,750 (20% of 

2010 2013 2016

UBC Okanagan

International undergraduates 415 659 1,002

Number of faculty 304 353 355

Average class size lower-level 79 83 86

Average class size upper-level 33 38 40
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total undergraduate students). This will displace more domestic students from programs and courses in 

the arts and sciences popular with international students, such as economics, until expenditures on 

additional faculty and courses change at the departmental level. Either additional seats are opened up 

and additional courses are put on using the international student tuition revenue from expanding 

international student enrolment, in which case new seats and courses open up to both international and 

domestic students, or they are not, hence displacing more domestic students from these courses and 

seats (only one pint can fit into a one-pint bottle). For example, one of the authors was administrative 

head of economics, political science, and other programs for a number of years and in none of those 

years was it suggested to him by anyone in the UBCO senior administration that any of these programs 

needed additional faculty and course sections due to the large number of international students in their 

courses.45 

Conclusions  

BC’s public colleges and universities have been given a green light to admit as many international 

students as they can by Canada’s and BC’s international education strategies, becoming, in effect, 

important instruments of Canadian and BC immigration policy. The issue of the optimal share of 

international students in BC public post-secondary institutions is a complex one, as we hope this paper 

has demonstrated. There are many competing interests to consider, as the application of Paul Collier’s 

model and framework of considering international migration to the question shows.  That an institution 

such as UBC has been able to raise tuition fees for international students by over 60% in recent years yet 

has still been able to admit many more international students, suggests that academic admissions 

standards for international students have perhaps been reduced to mesh with Government policy, or, 

alternatively, we suppose, suggesting perhaps an upward sloping demand curve, or other demand 

factors changing.  With UBC now basically selling access to the University to the highest bidder, 

questions of equity and fairness also arise. Might we ask, as suggested by analysis based on Paul Collier’s 

framework, whether Canadian and BC students and citizens have some rights over and above 

international students to their society’s social and public goods, the fruits of successful nationhood and 

province hood over the last 100 years or so, such as UBC, and should we do more to protect these 

interests of domestic citizens?  Another issue we have not considered here but what might be a useful 

expansion of the analysis is the effect of the large increases in international students in BC in recent 

years, coming as they do predominately from wealthy families, on BC’s housing markets, and hence on 

all BC residents.  The effect of international students on skilled and unskilled labour market demands 

and supplies,  given Canada and BC’s “integrated offer” to international students to not only to study in 

BC, but also to work while studying and after graduation, and to potentially immigrate to BC, would be 

another useful extension.  

                                                           
45 In late 2012 a letter to the editor of one of the authors appeared in the local newspaper where he stated that in 
order for domestic students not to be displaced “the University needs to do a better job of identifying which 
classes international students are taking and adjusting the number and/or capacities of these classes accordingly.” 
In response, the then Provost wrote in a rebuttal letter: “Though it is natural for any faculty member to believe 
resources should go to his or her unit, universities and our students have many other needs..” He listed what he 
thought these needs were, but none of them were more classes or more seats in classes. 
 


