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Coal Tyee Project  

 

Newcastle Mine: 

 The Newcastle mine opened in 1853 by the Hudson Bay Company (HBC) and operated 

off and on for 23 years. The mine was not in operation for this whole period, as it was closed for 

flooding and difficult extraction several times. The mine employed the “pillar and stall” method 

which only extracts some of the coal, leaving the rest to serve as pillars to the tunnel itself. If too 

much coal was extracted, the tunnel would collapse, causing flooding and injury. Operations 

would cease until the water could be pumped out and the leaks sealed. As well, the highly faulty 

nature of the coal seams made it difficult to tell where to lay the beds and what methods to use to 

extract it. One of the main complaints from workers was the wet conditions with water dripping 

from the ceiling, and often several inches of water on the ground.  

 Coal was originally mined on Newcastle Island by Snuneymuxw First Nations and traded 

to HBC officials in return for goods. It was later sold to the Vancouver Coal Mining and Land 

Company (VCML) in 1862. The VCML employed white, Chinese and First Nations workers 

paying white workers almost twice as much as Chinese or First Nations workers. The mine 

permanently closed in 1876 after the VCML decided that operations were no longer viable due to 

dangerous conditions and high expenses. 

 

 

 

 



Research Log 

 

Date Hours Summary 

September 27  1.0 hour Looked at interviews and map, skimmed for references to Newcastle 

Island.  

September 29 1.5 hours Searched mining reports of relevant years 

October 4 1.0 hours  Looked at histories of Newcastle Island for references to mining 

October 9 1.25 

hours 

First draft written, consulted books in library to collaborate facts 

October 11 1.5 hour Looked at newspapers and books in library, finished draft 

October 23 .5 hour Review, edits 

October 25 .5 hour Collaborative edits 

November 15 .5 hour Edits to Final Submission 
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