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 The Brechin mine was opened in 1904 by the Western Fuel Company. It was initially 

called Number Four Northfield, and was created to work the Douglas and Newcastle coal seams 

on Pimburry Point. The name developed from the English mine workers who lived in the nearby 

cottages that were surrounded by a type of fern that the English referred to as bracken, which 

eventually evolved into Brechin. 

  The mine employed about five hundred workers, and was one of the least expensive to 

run because its location and proximity to the ocean meant that the coal could be loaded directly 

onto transport ships. As well, the coal from the mine was of good quality, and there was little to 

no gas to interfere with daily operation. Brechin was also one of the newer mines and therefore 

had more modern equipment, and electric lighting soon replaced the old fish oil lamps. 

 In July of 1905, Brechin Mine closed for a short period by the order of the Western Fuel 

Company when employees refused to work while the mine operated without union recognition. 

These workers were fired, and the mine was open again by the end of the month. The miner's 

strike of 1913, which caused the closure of several mines in the Nanaimo area including Brechin, 

was eventually broken up by a troop of militia men sent from Victoria, but the Brechin mine 

never reopened. After its official closure in 1913, the mine's Brechin Hall was donated to the 

local Brechin United Church. 

 

 

 



Bibliography 

 

“All Works Closed.” Daily Colonist, 07 July 1905: 1. 

Belloni, John. Interview by Bernard McNicholl. Nanaimo, 1979. 

Bowen, Lynne. Boss Whistle: The Coal Miners of Vancouver Island Remember. Lantzville, B.C: 

Oolichan Books. 1982. 

Edwards, George. Interview by Lynne Bowen. Nanaimo, 02 May 1983. 

“Milestone for Brechin United.” Nanaimo News Bulletin, 14 March 2006: 29. 

Schade, Daniel. “A Militia History of the Occupation of the Vancouver Island Coalfields, August 

1913.” BC Studies(182): 11. 2014. 

“Situation at Nanaimo.” Daily Colonist, 01 August 1905: 1. 

 

Research Log 

Date Hours Summary 
Sept 24 15 min Familiarized myself with VIUSpace, specifically the Coal Tyee Project 

Skimmed through some interviews 
Oct 3 2 hr Read through and took notes on all the interviews that mention Brechin 
Oct 4 30 min Research - found a couple photos of Brechin, possible source for Carly 
Oct 17 1.25 hr Research - Nanaimo and UBC Archives - mostly newspapers 

Library - Boss Whistle 
Oct 21 1 hr Research - annual reports of the minister of mines 1903 to 1914 
Oct 23 1.5 hr Research - Internet Archives and UVIC Libraries - newspapers, look for 

measurement used for coal 
Oct 24 2 hr Write description 
Oct 25 30 min Collaborative edit 
Nov 8 30 min Did edits and reorganization 
Nov 18 15 min Final edits 
 

Photos of Brechin 

https://viuspace.viu.ca/handle/10613/459 

https://viuspace.viu.ca/handle/10613/458 


