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Transcript of Side 1 of audio tape labelled “Ellen Greenwell Interview”. Call 

Number T3944:77, Property of BC Archives. Recorded in 1976? Interviewer is Howard 

H. Smith. Transcribed by Helen Tilley 2016. [There is nothing on Side 2 of this tape] 

 [I believe there was a problem with the tape or the tape recorder as, at the beginning 

of the tape, the tape speed is too fast. As the tape continues, the tape speed slows 

down until it is unintelligible.]  

[I have transcribed the tape in the vernacular in which she speaks and did not correct 

any of her grammar...Helen Tilley.] 

[Tape starts abruptly] 

Ellen Greenwell:  The same way that I always understood it. I was only a girl nineteen 

years old, you know, and in those days women did not bother with the labour 

movement like they do today; I don’t think they did anyhow. And, ah, the way I always 

understood about the 1912 strike, how it come about was...ah, there was always gas in 

the mines, you see, and in Cumberland, the same all over, they had picked committees, 

two man committee,  if ever they found any gas to report it. Now, these two men in 

Cumberland reported gas; they had found it in the mine. When they reported it to the 

bosses, they were laid off. Now, here the miners on Vancouver Island give them so long 

to employ these men back and they wouldn’t do it and that’s what caused the 1912 

strike. Now is this what Jim Galloway told you?  

Howard Smith: What Jim told me was that the miners found gas, I think in Ladysmith 

or, or― 

Ellen Greenwell:  It was in Cumberland. 

Howard Smith: ―Extension and then they got fired.  

Ellen Greenwell:  No, it was Cumberland. 

Howard Smith: And then they went up to Cumberland and tried to get rehired, he said, 

and the Cumberland mines wouldn’t rehire them. 

Ellen Greenwell:  No, I don’t think so. 

Howard Smith: I can check that, you know; there’s those old issues of the BC 

Federationist and they have the stories like that in them.  
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Ellen Greenwell:  No, I’m really sure it was the other way around. I’m really sure that 

the men worked at Cumberland and were and were, uh, fired for reportin’ gas. And this 

is how you see that was Extension and Cumberland, they were Canadian Collieries. 

Nanaimo was Western Fuel and the little Jingle Pot Mine out here. The Jingle Pot. I 

thought it was the other way around but maybe he’s right. Maybe he is right.  

Howard Smith: But what were you doing? You said you were nineteen at the time.  

Ellen Greenwell:  Right. 

Howard Smith: Were you living here in Nanaimo? 

Ellen Greenwell:  I lived in Extension, right where the strike―right in Extension I 

lived.  

Howard Smith: And so, when did you first hear about the strike?  

Ellen Greenwell:  When did I first hear about it?  

Howard Smith: I mean, did you hear―you heard that the Cumberland miners had 

gone out? 

Ellen Greenwell:  Oh, Cumberland and Extension come out together. Cumberland and 

Extension come out together in September; I think it was the twelfth of September. And   

on the first of May when they hadn’t settled things see, Nanaimo and all them come 

out. Everybody come out then. But Jingle Pot wasn’t out long because they signed up 

with the union; that was just a small mine, though. 

Howard Smith: And why did they sign up? 

Ellen Greenwell:  Pardon? 

Howard Smith: Why did they sign up all of a sudden? Why did Jingle Pot sign up?  

Ellen Greenwell:  Well I guess Jingle Pot thought it was going to be better for them, 

maybe they―I don’t know really why―that must have been because otherwise they 

would have lost their mine―I don’t know. But they did, they signed up; Jingle Pot 

signed up because it was just a small mine. You see, Extension, Extension employed 

over a thousand men at that time. It was a really a big mine. And so was Western Fuel 

there but Jingle Pot [unintelligible sounds in the background] but that’s what caused 
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and that all is what caused the mine to go on strike was the reporting of gas, and then 

they laid off and they wouldn’t hire them back on.  

 I’m glad that he give you the same version that I give you only the only thing I thought 

it was... I hope you’re not fed up because I still think it was Cumberland [laughing]. 

[Ellen was correct, it was Cumberland]  

But, Ginger Goodwin, uh, uh, Naylor, did you know Naylor? [unintelligible]  

Howard Smith: I heard of Joe Naylor. 

Ellen Greenwell:  Joe Naylor, you’ve heard of him; oh, yes, everybody heard of Joe 

Naylor. Well, well, there’s so much I could tell you about that 1912 strike, what we went 

through but seems to me it don’t make sense because I’ve repeated this so many times 

to Tom Ewan and I think Tom Ewan has a recording of it.  

Howard Smith: [very low voice] Well I’d appreciate knowing about it though because 

I’ve heard a little bit about it and I was [unintelligible] the rest.  

Ellen Greenwell:  Oh, yeah. Well, in, uh―now as far as I can tell you then, you know, 

you know the riot, you will have heard of the riot, the big riot was in there.  

Howard Smith: In Extension. 

Ellen Greenwell:  That’s where it really started was in Extension. 

Howard Smith: How did that start? Do you remember the details of that?  

Ellen Greenwell:  Well, this is what I do―oh, I remember all of it but, uh, the union 

had formed right in Extension; there’s this big hill, you see, you run down the hill then 

you go up in the mine, you go [unintelligible]. Well, the union had gathered up on top 

of the hill. They wanted the strike settled. This was in 1913. And, uh, they had picked a 

committee to go over to the pit head to see them over there, what they were going to do, 

if they were scabs that were going to come out or they [unintelligible] going to come 

out, you see. Well, they had all kinds of special policemen around there and of course 

this special, a constant antagonist, and he had come up, left the mine and come up the 

hill to give the word to the union men what they were going to do. Now what, what it 

was, the word they give, I do not know but the word must have been they weren’t 

going to come out.  I don’t know because right at the bottom of the hill,―I worked at 
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the post office, you see―well, here the first thing I knew I seen everybody running 

down the hill.  Oh, I thought there must be―something must be wrong and I ran back 

up the hill. By this time the scabs from over in the mine, they were shootin’, shootin’ up 

the hill. Shots, one fellow got―did get shot in the arm, fellow from Nanaimo. 

[The speed of the tape is really starting to slow down and voices are getting distorted.] 

Howard Smith:  Did any of the striking miners―were they armed?   

Ellen Greenwell:  Not then, no, not then they weren’t. The only thing they had was 

baseball bats. Some of them had a baseball bat―now, I know that. But they were not 

armed, they had―no they weren’t. They shot at them first before there were, any union 

men ever come out or had a gun or anything. They never even thought of such a thing 

as gettin’ a gun―never. But, anyhow, they shot at them. But, the next thing was that, 

uh,  

[The remainder of Side 1 of the tape is too slow and distorts the voices too much to 

make out what they are saying and then the conversation on the tape stops altogether a 

little less than half way through Side 1. There is nothing else on Side 1 of the tape or on 

Side 2.] 

 

 

 

  

 


