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program through the 
Bachelor of Education 
program (complete with 
27 students in the initial 
3rd year), a fully-
engaged Cowichan 
Trades Center complete 
with 2 cohorts of both 
welding and HVAC, and 
full enrolments in Practi-
cal Nursing, and our 
Child and Youth Care/
Human Services Path-
ways program. 
 
Over the next few 
weeks we will re-engage 
in our strategic discus-
sions regarding the fu-
ture of our campus. Dur-
ing our initial meetings 
last Spring we highlight-
ed a number of strategic 
themes, and these 
themes will provide us 
with the springboard to 
creating teams, and de-
veloping action plans 
through consultation 
and campus “town hall” 
meetings. 
 
Until then, great to see 
everyone back at the 
campus, and I look for-
ward to talking with 
each and every one of 
you over the coming 
weeks. 
 

~ Warren Weir 
Campus Academic  

Administrator 

  
A new Academic Year is 
upon us, and I would 
like to take this oppor-
tunity to extend a warm 
welcome to all returning 
and newly appointed 
VIU Cowichan Campus 
faculty and staff.  Here’s 
to a fantastic year at  
VIU’s Cowichan Cam-
pus! 
  
  
Last year I set a number 
of general goals for my-
self and our campus, 
including: promoting and 
supporting academic 
excellence and research 
capacity throughout the 
Cowichan Campus com-
munity; maintaining, de-
veloping, and growing 
existing partnerships 
and sustained communi-
ty relations with busi-
ness, social enterprise, 

and volunteer organiza-
tionsfostering healthy 
and clearly defined rela-
tions with VIU’s Nanai-
mo campus; and, serv-
ing the unique educa-
tional needs and aspira-
tions of the Cowichan 
Valley community. 

  
As a team, we were 
able to move forward 
unique and meaningful 
initiatives across all of 
these areas. Together, 
we focused our collec-
tive aspirations to en-
hance the learning envi-
ronment for all involved.  
This has resulted in, 
among other things, a 
significant increase in 
our campus enrolment 
numbers, the offering of 
a Criminology Diploma, 
the launching of our first 
degree completion     

Warm Welcome  

Your VIU...Cowichan Employee Newsletter 

Upcoming Cowichan VIU 
Events 

October 13 ~ Thanksgiv-
ing Day, campus will be 
closed 
 
November 11 ~  
Remembrance Day, cam-
pus will be closed 
 
December 24 ~  Campus 
closed for Christmas 
Break, reopening Friday, 
January 2, 2015. 
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Please extend a warm Cowichan welcome to Nola McMullen, as Cowi-
chan Campus’ regular part-time Administrative Assistant.  Nola has 
successfully served in this role as a temporary employee since November 
2013.  Nola comes to us with a strong background in administrative sup-
port, customer & community relationship building & service, multi-project 
management, event & presentation preparation, and policy & procedure 
administration to name but a few of her strengths, and has a Honours Di-
ploma in Business Administration as well as one in Hospitality Administra-
tion.  
  
We are pleased to have Nola continue with our team on an on-going    
basis. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Please extend a warm welcome to Dan Vaillancourt joining the Cowichan 
campus as the regular part-time Volunteer Tutor Coordinator.  Dan 
has successfully served as the Coordinator since January 2013 in tempo-
rary roles and is the successful applicant for recent competition 14-
2061.  Dan has a Master’s degree in Education and Bachelor’s degree in 
English, with a background of serving as Principal/Vice-Principal at 
Lakeside Preparatory Academy and Maxwell International School in 
Shawnigan and Executive Director of the School of the Nations in Brazil 
(560 students representing 44 nationalities; Dan is fluent in Portuguese). 
Dan’s other strengths lie in coaching, tutoring, workshop facilitation, curric-
ulum development (restructuring, integration of First Nations culture), co-
ordination and mentoring.  
 
We are pleased to have Dan join our team on an on-going basis. 
 

~ Regards, Warren 

Cowichan Welcomes New Employees 

Fall-winter courses are now open 
for registration! 
 

Register in person, online, or by 
phone 250-746-3519 

Community Extension & Contract Services 

The Cowichan campus courtesy 
phone (which was previously lo-
cated in front of Registration) has 
been moved to the bottom stair-
well near the parking lot entrance, 
closest to Duncan  Street.   Stu-
dents will need to press 9 + the 
number to make a local call (long 
distance calls are restricted).  This 
phone can also be used for inter-
nal calls by dialing the 4 digit VIU 
local (including Nanaimo locals). 
Please refer students to this loca-
tion if they ask to use a phone.   

Courtesy Phone 

Health and Safety Services is 
seeing a rise in the number of 
inquiries regarding the use of e-
cigarettes within buildings. E-
cigarettes containing nicotine 
are illegal and cannot be bought 
or sold in Canada. Flavored car-
tridges which do not nicotine are 
available in Canada and they 
look the same when used in an 
e-cigarette.  
 

The use of e-cigarettes is not 
directly mentioned in the policy 
44.01, Tobacco products but we 
believe that the spirit of the poli-
cy applies therefore e-cigarettes 
are not to be used inside any 
VIU building.     
 

~ Thank you. 
Health and Safety Department 

E-Cigarettes 

Congratulations to these Cowi-
chan Employees for reaching 
the 25 year milestone with VIU.  
Their commitment and dedica-
tion are greatly appreciated. 
 
 Ruth Kroek 
 Ian Whitehouse 
 Mary Lynn Boxem 
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On June 22nd, VIU’s Cowichan 
Campus Big Bike team rode the 
Heart & Stroke Foundation’s giant 
bike through the streets of down-
town Duncan, and we had a 
BLAST!  A big thank you to all the 
participants and donors who 
helped raise $1285 for Heart & 
Stroke Research.  We were 
joined by 4 employees from Monk 
Office Supply, Duncan, as well as 
several Nanaimo VIU employ-
ees.  Plans are already underway 
for next year’s ride, and we hope 
many more will join us.  Let’s 
make next year’s ride even more 
successful! 
 

~ Joanne Fulton,  
VIU Cowichan  

Big Bike Captain 

Heart & Stroke Foundation Big Bike Event 

Please review and be familiar with the Working Alone: Cowichan Campus & Cowichan Trades Centre 
guidelines (updated March 19, 2014).  It is the responsibility of the employee who is working alone to notify 
Security (250-746-5099) when they are on campus. You are also required to notify Security when you leave 
the campus (otherwise they arrive and look for you and there is a charge for that service). 
 

Thank you for complying. Stay safe! 
~ Regards, Gay 

Steve Lane, Associate Vice-President, Academ-
ic Planning and Aboriginal Initiatives, will be at 
Cowichan Campus on Wednesday, September 
10 from 9:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon.  If you would 
like to book an appointment to see Steve please 
contact Gay Patterson at local 3507. 

Steve Lane at Cowichan Campus 

Working Alone: Cowichan Campus & 
Cowichan Trades Centre 

Thursday September 18 
9:30 to 11:00 am 
Main floor Lobby 
Sponsored by the WEST Program 
(Workplace Essential Skills Training) 

Alzheimer Coffee Break 
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Cowichan Employee  
Newsletter Submissions 
 

Staff & Faculty are welcome to 
submit items of interest and 
photos for the Newsletter. 
 

Next Submission Deadline:  
 

September 29, 2014 9:00am  

 

Email: trudy.bagnall@viu.ca 

The Anth. 316 class is collecting 
donations for ”A Day of Commu-
nity Services for the Homeless” 
organized by The Regional Af-
fordable Housing Directorate of 
Social Planning Cowichan. A list 
of items is included below.  
 
As has become a tradition for the 
Anth 316 class, we are collecting 
Canadian Tire money again 
which is given to a local service 
provider selected by the stu-
dents. I appreciate all the folks 
that  continue to send Canadian 
Tire money to me throughout the 
year. Whenever I have 20 
“dollars”, I get a gift card which is 
given to a local service provider. 
I have one ready to go which will 
be given to  the Regional Hous-
ing Directorate to go towards 
purchasing items for the Day of 
Community Services Care Kits. 
 
A big thank you to the people 
that donated reading glasses  for 
last year’s Day of Community 
Services. They are on the list 

again. Please clean them if you are 
donating a used pair.  Please en-
sure all donations of clothing are 
clean and in good repair. 
 
There are now two locations on 
campus to drop off your donation 
for the care kits for Homelessness 
Action Week. One is outside my 
office # 320 and another one is lo-
cated under the stairs adjacent to 
the blue recycling bin. In Nanaimo, 
there is a bin in the Faculty of So-
cial Sciences Staff room. 
 
Thank you for your ongoing sup-
port. 
 

~ Best, Helene Demers 
& the Anthropology 316 class  

 
 

 Granola Bars, Juice Boxes 

 Flashlights (small with wrist 
straps?) 

 Razors 

 Nail Clippers 
 Memory Sticks 

 Toilet Paper 

 Makeup supplies 

 Water bottles 
 Rain ponchos 

 Polysporin (healing 
ointment) 

 Reading Glasses 
 

 
 

 Lip balm, Combs 

 Seasonal, clean clothing: 
Jackets, hats, scarves, 
mitts, rain gear, 

 Work Clothing 
 Blankets 

 Tents 

 Sleeping Bags 

 Boots 
 Back Packs 

 Sewing Kits 

 First Aid Items 

 Foot wear 

 Books 

Some of the items we are hoping to have donated for this event include:  

Anthropology 316 ( Anth. of homelessness) class collecting donations for Homelessness 
Action week (Oct. 12-18) 
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Meg Ecclestone joined the VIU 
library team as Learning Com-
mons Librarian in August. 
  
Meg comes to us from York Uni-
versity Library, where she was a 
public service librarian, with re-
sponsibilities in research assis-
tance, information literacy instruc-
tion, and faculty liaison. She has 
delivered workshops in York Uni-
versity’s Learning Commons, and 
worked on development of York’s 
Student Papers and Academic 
Research Kit. She has also 
worked as a Management Librari-
an at the University of Ottawa, as 
well as in the private sector. 
  

The Library@ VIU is pleased to 
announce new faces on the team! 
  
Cameron Hoffman joined us as 
Learning Services Librarian in 
June. 
  
Cameron comes to us from the 
University of Western Ontario, 
where he is currently a PhD stu-
dent in Library and Information 
Studies (with a specific focus on 
information literacy in higher edu-
cation). Prior to Western, Camer-
on was working as an academic 
librarian at the University of Leth-
bridge, and more recently, at 
Concordia in Montreal. 
  

Both Cameron and Meg will be 
part of our Library faculty team, 
offering research assistance, Li-
brary instruction, and professional 
librarian services at the Cowichan 
Campus. Please offer them a 
warm welcome to VIU and to Cow-
ichan! 

~ Dana McFarland  

Did you know VIU used enough electricity in 2013 to power over 
1200 average homes in BC?  
  
Time for a switch—off that is!  
  
Show us how you are an energy conservationist 
Take a picture or video of you or a friend turning off a light switch 
or monitor or power bar here at VIU 
Load it to VIUTube and win some cool prizes!  
More info here! 
 
Questions? Let Margot know at sustainability@viu.ca. 

  

Library News 

My Green VIU 
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The next issue of the Inside 
VIU employee newsletter is look-
ing for short 'good news briefs' 
about employees. 

 
Please send short (max. 250 
words) submissions about confer-
ence presentations, awards or 
other notable achievements, in-
teresting research, book launch-
es, plans or other highlights about 
your life and work (or that of your 
colleagues!) 
to Marilyn.Assaf@viu.ca. 

 
Submissions will be considered 
for the newsletter’s VIU People 
column.  

 

Visit http://www.viu.ca/inside/ to 
view previous issues. 

Canada World Youth is proud to announce that Duncan has once again been selected to be a host 
community for our international educational program, Youth Leaders in Action, in which a group of 
18 youth from Canada and Indonesia will be staying from October 7th to January 3rd.  
During their stay, the young people will take part in various volunteer projects in the community, 
organizing events and activities and developing their communication and leadership skills while liv-
ing a memorable experience. 
Do you want to get involved in this amazing adventure? Become a host family and share your daily 
activities with Canada World Youth participants. We invite people of all ages, ethnicities, faiths, gen-
ders, sexual orientations, family types, and more to express their interest. By hosting two partici-
pants (one from Indonesia and one from Canada), you will be making a difference in the lives of two 
young people. You will also discover a new culture! In addition, host families receive a weekly allow-
ance of $180.  

Arrival of Canadian and Indonesian youth volunteers in Duncan:  October 7th 2014 
Living with families:  October 11th 2014 to January 3rd 2015 

If this experience interests you or you would like more information, please contact Julie Pyon at 250
-709-4557 or jpyon@cwy-jcm.org 
About Canada World Youth 
Canada World Youth (www.canadaworldyouth.org) offers international educational programs to 
young people aged 15 to 35. Since 1971, more than 37,000 people from Canada and around the 
world have participated in CWY programs and have stayed with 12,000 host families in 69 countries 
in Africa, Asia, Eastern Europe and South America. 
Julie Pyon 
Project Supervisor 
Duncan‐Indonesia 2014‐15 
250.709.4557 
jpyon@cwy‐jcm.org 
www.canadaworldyouth.org 

Seeking good news briefs for Inside VIU 

Indonesia is coming to town! 

Thank you June, Shannon, Ruth and well, everybody, for an excellent 
orientation day.  I know it’s a huge amount of work and it’s appreciat-
ed.  The dessert with faculty session was a great idea and worked 
really well.  Thanks Rene and staff for lunch.        ~ Jay Ruzesky 

 
What a wonderful expression of cooperation and energy!!!  Thanks to 
everyone that made this happen.  A special thanks to June and the 
Student Affairs folks, and to Jay for his efforts, and to Ruth who orga-
nized the best orientation to date.  Great work, folks, and thank you 
for making us all look good!    ~ Ian Whitehouse 
 
I echo everyone's appreciations.  Thank you for the positive start to 
the academic year and providing such a warm welcome for new stu-
dent and faculty.     ~ Helene Demers 
 
It was a wonderful day.  Thank you to all who put in so much effort.   

~ Anne Woods 
 

Yes, thanks for a great day!      ~ Manjeet Uppal 

New Student Orientation Kudos 


