
Stumped! The Life Cycle of a Nursery Log

Maegan Strom, Jeff Watt, Jordan Ferguson, Zach Horman, Mathieu Soucy
Faculty of Academic and Career Preparation
Vancouver Island University 900 5th Street Nanaimo, British Columbia V9R 5S5 

Purpose

Materials and Methods

Conclusion

Data Analysis

Data

References

The purpose of this poster is to raise awareness about the
importance and life diversity of ‘nursery logs’ on the campus
of Vancouver Island University.

•Camera
•Dissecting Microscope
•Petri Dish
•Tweezers

We went around the VIU campus and looked for the
presence of nursery logs and stumps. We were careful to
inspect as many sites as possible in order to obtain a clear
estimate of their abundance and of the different life forms
living on them.

Introduction

Nurse logs are often an overlooked aspect of an ecosystem.
When a mature tree is felled from natural or human causes
and left intact it then becomes host to a variety of living
organisms. Decomposition by bacteria, slime molds and
fungi begin providing nutrients for organisms to sustain life
through the decaying tissues of the ‘nursery log’, and in time
contribute to further decomposition. To this effect it is
important to remember the first law of thermodynamics
which states: that energy can neither be created nor
destroyed; it can only be changed from one form of energy
to another.

In the end, decomposition and decay may appear to be an
unpleasant processes from our societies perspective, yet are
vital in terms of the functioning of a balanced ecosystems. Just
like compost in a garden, they provide essential nutrients for
the growth and establishment of new organisms, and are a key
aspect of the cyclical processes that maintain all life form on
Earth...and the VIU campus. The next time you are out walking
around the campus you may find yourself noticing a nursery log
or two.

Figure 1: reproduced from Maser et al. 1979, p. 80. Nurse logs pictures 1&2.
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Bacteria sketch. Retrieved from http://www.sciencepartners.info/?page_id=344

Nurse log life diversity sketch. Retrieved from explorenature.org. Frog image.

Retrieved from gittyimages.ca

Mosses and Lichens

Fungi

Bacteria

Mammalia

Invertebrata Amphibia

Aves

Eco Diversity

https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwjQqL6D1dLLAhVM5GMKHTqYD8wQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.amyhoyt.com%2F&psig=AFQjCNHEKRcRVa4P9TkqMSa3sFSSy3gQZg&ust=1458679091983055
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwjQqL6D1dLLAhVM5GMKHTqYD8wQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.amyhoyt.com%2F&psig=AFQjCNHEKRcRVa4P9TkqMSa3sFSSy3gQZg&ust=1458679091983055
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjj-JbLrNPLAhUB_2MKHTXODCsQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sciencepartners.info%2F%3Fpage_id%3D344&psig=AFQjCNEDtynkwYeyxJU9EuWh6Osvz5PHyw&ust=1458703504300278
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjj-JbLrNPLAhUB_2MKHTXODCsQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sciencepartners.info%2F%3Fpage_id%3D344&psig=AFQjCNEDtynkwYeyxJU9EuWh6Osvz5PHyw&ust=1458703504300278

