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Book Review

by Matt Hern, AK Press, 2010, $19.95 Softcover

by Don Alexander, MCIP , Vancouver Island University

Editor’s note: Please be advised, the following article contains a 

quotation that includes explicit language. 

Common Ground in a Liquid City: Essays in Defense of an Urban 

Future

pulls no punches in doing so.

the world, and these are used as jumping-off points for extended 
-

spersed with the results of his discussions with a wide assortment 

it is an entertaining device nonetheless.

Hern takes it as a given that greater density is a necessity to avoid 

-

-
modity, a tool for greasing the palms of the already rich. This, 

-
centives and social housing—steadfastly argue that more supply 
and cheaper, more streamlined approvals are the key to more 

prices have continued to skyrocket. Instead of pandering to the 
developers, Hern argues we need some more stringent medicine: 
community land trusts, for instance, where community organi-

leases and setting restrictions on resale values. One could also 
put in place a strong speculation tax on houses and condos that 

While a supporter of density, and while not totally opposed to the 

He advocates a diversity of development models throughout the 

5-storey walk-up apartments.

His solution to sterility is to replace master planning with a partici-
patory city, “where all kinds of people are out creating the city so-

-
tropolis. But certainly city authorities need to loosen up a whole lot, 
especially in relation to what constitutes mixed use. As he points 

is squaring the desired yeastiness with the conservative proclivities 
of a large segment of the population who don’t want change.

social capital declines in communities with high heterogeneity, and 
even more so with high immigrant populations. His solution is not 

city, not the social capital of the homogenous small town or village.

-
ing the typical plazas and squares of other communities. He cites 

-
couver’s parkland in general—that the waterfront is too regulated 

-

-
tion is going to means lots of people giving a certain amount up—
space, lawns that look like putting greens, cars, purchasing power, 

-
-

-

purchased from People’s Co-op Books on Commercial Drive:  
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