
February 10 ~ Family Day, cam-
pus will be closed 
 

February 12 ~ Maleea Acker—
Writers-on-Campus Series 
 

February 13 ~ Coffee Break cele-
bration for June Karstad’s 25 years 
with VIU. 
 

March 13 ~ the Farm Table Res-
taurant reopens 
 

March 18 ~ Dave Witty  on Cowi-
chan Campus; 2:30-4:30; Room 
220 
 

April 18 ~ Good Friday, campus 
will be closed 
 

April 21 ~ Easter Monday, campus 
will be closed 

Your VIU... 

Mark 
Your Calendar 
For These  
Cowichan  

VIU Events 
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Slam Poetry 
The English 067 class held a 
Slam Poetry Presentation on 
Thursday, January 23, 2014, in 
the Theatre Classroom at the 
Cowichan Campus.  The poems 
students wrote and delivered 
were amazing.  Public speaking 
is difficult for everyone; however, 
it is a necessary skill that will 
transform your academic experi-
ence and is important no matter 
what career one chooses.  The 
slam poem themes ranged from 
childhood experiences to First 
Nation issues to the importance 
of the perfect sandwich and the 
role of the human eyelid.  The 
event was well attended by last 
term’s English 067 students who 
were there for support and to 
make sure this term’s students 
had to perform publicly as well!  
Thank you to all who attended 
and a huge thank you to the stu-
dents and to Eric Johnny for 
providing photography service.   

~ Magz   (Sherryl Maglione) 
English ABE Instructor 

Exploring New Pro-
gram Opportunities 
 

During this term, the Chair of Plan-
ning and Priorities Committee of 
Senate (Dr. Brian Dick) and I will 
be co-hosting sessions to explore 
new key areas of potential pro-
gram development. Those discus-
sions will build on the Academic 
Plan and Niche Statement to help 
identify for the Provost Office and 
for Planning and Priorities where 
VIU should consider investing in 
new programming. 
 

The following session has been 
scheduled at Cowichan: 
 

∗ Tuesday, March 18, 2014 
∗ 2:30 – 4:30pm 
∗ Classroom 220 
 

I encourage all available faculty 
and staff to attend this session.   
 

~ Thank you, David R. Witty,  
PhD, MRAIC, FCIP, RPP 
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A Message From  
Warren Weir 
 

Good Day and Happy 
2014!  
 

I thought I would take this 
opportunity to highlight 
some of the activities in 
which I am involved while I 
am off-campus. 
 

As Academic Administrator 
I am involved in a number 
of VIU and community ac-
tivities and initiatives. I par-
ticipate in the Provost's 
Council, President's Coun-
cil, Priorities and Planning, and a number of related task forces, including the Mental Health Task Force 
and the Working Group for Harassment Policies and Procedures.   
 

My work in the community takes me to Rotary, Cowichan Valley Economic Development Committee 
and University Village meetings, and other assorted events.  This weekend I will be participating in two 
activities, including the grand opening of the Cowichan Regional Visitor's Center, as well as the Island's 
Agricultural Show, taking place at the Cowichan Exhibition Grounds.  
 

The last week in January Ruth Kroek and I were involved in the Hwulmuxw Mustimuxw Silem (formerly 
VIU's First Nation Advisory Committee) retreat, which took place on Quadra Island (January 27th to 
28th - please see picture). The Vision of the Hwulmuxw Mustimuxw Silem (HMS) follows: Through re-
spectful, inclusive and holisitic relationship-building, the HMS will work, in culturally responsive ways, 
with communities, Elders, Students, VIU faculty, and other VIU governance bodies in order to foster 
innovation in programming and to address students needs and support their success. The role of the 
HMS is to represent the interests and concerns of the Aboriginal community and serve as the official 
and formal decision-making body to and channel for communications between Aboriginal peoples and 
VIU, respecting issues which affect Aboriginal post-secondary education. Furthermore, the HMS seeks 
the promotion, enhancement, pursuit, availability and accessibility of Aboriginal post-secondary educa-
tion. At this past retreat the group looks at its terms of reference, and explored ways to enhance its 
leadership capability in relation to VIU's governance structure.  It also clarified VIU's priorities in its Abo-
riginal Service Plan (ASP) submission, and discussed the development of VIU's Aboriginal Education 
Plan. Of course, it’s not all work. This past Thursday and Friday I was able to attend convocation. That 
was great! 
 

As we begin the development of our 2014-2019 strategic plan for VIU's Cowichan Campus, it is critical 
that we get a handle on how we, as a campus community, relate to the larger VIU community and other 
stakeholders, institutions, communities and individuals in the Cowichan Valley and beyond. I hope this 
brief introduction will help to start the strategic planning ball rolling. Here's to a great term, and I look 
forward to continuing our campus-wide conversation on moving the Cowichan Campus forward. 
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Congratulations, Judy 
Marie! 
 

Please join me in welcoming Judy 
Marie Cooper as our newest Reg-
istration & Admissions Assistant at 
Cowichan Campus. Judy Marie is 
a VIU Alumni and comes to us with 
a broad range of skills and experi-
ence, including administrative sup-
port, library technology, and health 
& safety leadership. We are very 
happy to have her join our team. 

~ Naomi Knodel  

Cowichan Long Term Service Recognition 

 

Recognizing Commitment and Dedication 
 
 

25 Years 
Karen Leeman 
 

15 Years 
Corey Blades 
Karen Burns 
Naomi Knodel 
 

10 Years 
Cindy Adamson 
Trudy Bagnall 
Shirley McGregor 
Kenneth Plumbly 

L - R : Trudy Bagnall, Warren Weir, and Naomi 
Knodel attended the January 15th celebration at 
the Nanaimo Campus.  

 
CE Spring Brochure 
 

Community Extension Spring-
Summer 2014 brochure is now 
available! 
 

Visit us to pick-up a copy, and 
register for your Community Ex-
tension course today. 
 

Honoring A Guest 

 

VIU Cowichan’s Elder in Resi-
dence, Florence James, was hon-
ored with a scarf when she accom-
p a n i e d  t h e  a n t h ro p o l o g y /
psychology class (death and dying: 
interdisciplinary perspectives) to 
Courtney  to hear Tibetan Buddhist 
monk, Geshe Yong Dong. 
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One Day Workshop - Nanaimo Campus 

 

Richard Wagamese, our visiting Indigenous Writer-in-residence has agreed to offer a one-day writing workshop 
while he is at VIU, Nanaimo Campus. 
 

This opportunity will be open to VIU Faculty and staff first, if there is still room we will open up to VIU students. 
 

The only day that is available is Friday, February 7th 
The class will be from 9:00-4:00 
The cost will be $100 +GST (includes lunch) = $105 
 

There is a storyteller in all of us. The trouble is that we forget that. When we struggle with our writing it’s be-
cause we forget the tools that we already carry. We forget that we are born with the gift of language. We for-
get that we alone among creatures have the ability to translate our dreams into words and image. We forget 
that we are all storytellers. 

This is a unique writing program that comes from the Ojibway oral storytelling tradition. Through the use of 
ceremony and oral storytelling principles you will reconnect to the storyteller within you. 

Beginning with the practice of spontaneous oral storytelling you will be guided to remember the free-flow use 
of language you knew as a child. You will remember how to use language in a child-like, uninhibited way and 
to create whole stories on the spot from word cues.  

This will introduce you to ’The Channel’, the vital storytelling space where creativity is given power.      

If you are interested, please email me with your contact information, including your date of birth as we will be 
registering people in a course. 
As you can imagine, we expect a high interest in this opportunity, so don’t delay in responding. If you are suc-
cessful in getting a seat, I will contact you to arrange your payment and advise you where the class is being 
held. 

~ Regards, Pam Botterill 
Aboriginal Outreach Coordinator 

Office of Aboriginal Education 
Vancouver Island University 

250.753.3245  ext. 2679 

Meditation Thursdays 
 

Meditation Thursdays at VIU Cowichan Campus The Nichiren Peace Center, a Buddhist Community, is grateful 
to offer an open meditation hour, each Thursday at 7 PM in Room 210.  This is the groups Fifth Semester at 
our Campus.  The one hour meditation helps with: those who have too busy a life style, is a proven Health aid to 
a healthy heart, and greatly calms stress. The weekly sessions offer a weekly "drop in" opportunity. 
 

One of the benefits has been the sharing of meditation techniques to some students who have been able to use 
the meditation guidelines to help them get through exam time. 
 

The teacher of this Awareness/Insight Meditation is a VIU Alumni Member. His newest book, "Meditation the Act 
& Art of Mindfulness" is due in March of this year. He also teaches a Meditation Class at Island Savings through 
Elder College, several times a year. The Meditation is open to everyone, students, teachers and the general 
public.  Our Cowichan Campus offering is in harmony with our Nanaimo Campus Group who also offers this 
weekly relaxation of mindfulness. 
 

~ Respectfully, Henry Landry 
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Cowichan Staff Bulletin Submissions 
 

Staff & Faculty are welcome to submit items of interest and photos for 
the Bulletin. 
 

Next Submission Deadline:  
 

February 17, 2014 9:00am  
 
 

Email: trudy.bagnall@viu.ca 
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In this project works of beloved 
children’s author Robert Munsch 
have been translated into print 
and interactive Hul’q'umi’num au-
dio books. 
 

These translations have been 
completed in the Penelakut dialect 
and have received the support of 
the education departments of the 
Penelakut and Halalt First Nations. 
 

Two books  a re  comple t -
ed, “Andew’s Kwa’ulnus Yunus’s – 
Andrew’s Loose Tooth” -  and “Tst 
Lhit’ut Mukw’ Stem! – We Share 
Everything!” 
 

Florence stated that Robert Mun-
sch is extremely kind and gener-
ous to allow his books to be trans-
lated. Details of the project are at 
http://abed.sd79.bc.ca/curriculum-
resourcess/robert-munsch-project/ 

Another Translated 
Book For Florence 
James 

New Washroom Door 
Locks 

 

There are new locks on the wash-
rooms near the elevator to indicate 
if the room is in use or available. 

Go fragrance-free  
Green your campus 

 

Some fragrances in your favour-
ite products can cause serious 
health issues to others. 
 

Be considerate of others and go 
scent free. 
 

Help us to create a healthy envi-
ronment for students, staff & visi-
tors.  
 
Tour The CTC 

 

On behalf of Keith Chicquen: 
 

You are invited to tour the Cowi-
chan Trades Centre Friday, Feb-
ruary 21, 2014, 8 am to 9 am. 
 

This tour has been scheduled for 
those VIU members who have 
not had an opportunity to view 
the facility.  Carpooling is advised 
due to limited parking availability. 
 

Please RSVP Nola McMullen by 
February 19th. 
 

~ Thank you, Nola McMullen 
Local 3505  

FAIR IS FARE  
MARKET 

 

Employability Skills Program 
 

Thank you everyone for participat-
ing in our first ever “Fair is Fare” 
market day at the beginning of De-
cember.  The Employability Skills 
Program will be having 2 more 
sales this spring!  As soon as we 
have settled on the dates, we hope 
to see you again in the foyer of the 
university on a Tuesday morning 
and lunch time.  

~ Again thank you! 
Christine Pollard 
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Retirement Celebra-
tion for Marion Knost 
at the Nanaimo Cam-
pus 

 

It’s official – Marion Knost has offi-
cially retired and is living in marital 
bliss in the Lone Star State of Tex-
as however, she’s back in town for 
a couple of weeks. 
 

Please stop by to celebrate and 
perhaps share a fun “Marion” story 
or two.  
 

Date: Wed, Feb 5th  
Place: Royal Arbutus Room 
Time: 3:00-5:00   
 

(Presentations and stories to start 
at 4:00 starting with President 
Ralph Nilson)  
 

Appys will be served along with a 
no-host bar. 
 

Hope to see you there! 

Art On Display 

 

Vancouver Island University is pleased to have Angela Marston display-
ing her art work at the Cowichan campus from January until April. Ange-
la is a student here and currently working on completing her Bachelor of 
Arts Degree.  
 

Angela Marston is a Coast Salish artist from Chemainus. She comes 
from a family of artists such as Jane Marston, David Marston, Karen 
Marston, Luke Marston, and John Marston. Many of Angela’s art pieces 
can be found in Galleries such as Alcheringa in Victoria, Inuit in Vancou-
ver, and Stonington in Seattle. She has been doing art since she was a 
small child. 
 

Her family is often heard acknowledging the influence that the late Si-
mon Charlie had on teaching them about Coast Salish legends and art. 
He was a great man and he taught Angela the basic fundamentals of 
Coast Salish design. He also shared many stories and legends from 
which many art pieces are inspired from. 
 

Angela’s art work can be viewed on display on the second floor at the 
Cowichan campus. 
 

Some shows her art work has been included in are: 
 

• The Pacific Paddle collection - Inuit Art Gallery Vancouver 
• Women who carve - Stonington Seattle 
• Coast Salish Master Carvers - Coastal Peoples- Vancouver 
• The Salish Weave collection - Private online collection 
• Smash- Coast Salish weaving - Art Gallery of Greater Victoria 
• Pacific Prints- Alcheringa - Victoria 
• Spirits of the Sea- Alcheringa -Victoria 
 
For further information you can contact Angela via email:  

angelamarston@shaw.ca 

Lonely Woman 
 

By: Angela Marston 

Did you know? 

 

You can recycle your batteries, cell 
phones, and writing instruments at 
the Cowichan campus. Bring your 
used battery items to the Welcome 
Centre. 
 

SAFETY FIRST Be sure to cover 
terminals of 9V batteries with 
heavy tape to prevent a possible 
fire hazard. 
 

The drop box for recycling writing 
instruments is next to the Library. 
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On December 31st, 2013, Gordon Reid passed away. His traditional Coast Salish funeral service was held near 
his home at Nanoose, Friday, January 3rd. 
 

I learned on that day that Gordon was one of the first Aboriginal teachers to graduate from UBC.  Gordon taught 
in Terrace for about 10 years, he then became a vice-principal.  I believe that Gordon did most of his profession-
al life in the Terrace area. 
 

Upon retirement, Gordon moved back to Qualicum. Shortly after retirement, Gordon applied for and was hired as 
the Aboriginal Liaison for SD79.  He worked on many initiatives that supported Aboriginal learners in our school 
district.  Gordon was involved in moving the NITEP program from Camosun to Malaspina back in 1995. 
Gordon served as Malaspina University-Colleges first Aboriginal Board member. In this capacity, Gordon served 
in promoting Aboriginal programs and services at the Post-Secondary level. 
 

In his spare time Gordon also was active as a guest speaker and shared his gift of art and his love of teaching 
with students of all ages; from Qualicum to Victoria.  He was giving of his time. 
 

Gordon’s love of education, art and culture will live on in the many advisory committees he served on, and in the 
many programs and services he assisted in implementing. 
 

Gordon will be missed by the many people he taught; not only in the classroom setting but in his everyday teach-
ings.  He will be greatly missed by his wife Anne, daughter Carrie, son John and his grandchildren.   
I have been fortunate to be able to spend much time with Gordon in my professional life and I 
have learned much from him.       

         ~Submitted by Ruth Kroek 
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