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THE DENMAN RAG AND BONE 

Many of us,.by virtue of time or place, remember the old rag and 
"bone men creaking through city streets on their decrepit wagons 
pulled by even more decrepit horses, crying out their songs of 
"Rags and Bones, Rags and Bones". They collected all sorts of 
outrageous junk and made off with it to who knows where. 

This little tabloid was found on the back of such a wagon. 
It tries to be without pretence or bias. Its sole reason for being 
is to facilitate the process of our communicating together. It 
knows that diversity is a garden of plenty; that diversity should 
lead to exchange, thence to sharing and real community. It is even 
known to have stooped to the level of reciting the oft-quoted 
aphorisms "None of us is as smart as all of us." 

It is in the expectation of playing a small part in the 
process of community that we present the Denman Rag and Bone. 
It would like to be followed by further issues, but isn't yet sure. 
Whatever bits of news, articles or items of interest it receives 
will certainly help. If we have nothing to say to one another, it 
will not be seen again. 

The great Irish poet William Butler Yeats, borrowing our 
title, put its 

"We must return to where all ladders start 
In the foul rag and bone shop of the heart." 

Part of his meaning being that we must re-examine what we think and 
feel before we hope to climb anywhere. In the interests of re-
examination, communication and just plain .information, the Denman 
Rag and Bone now struts its hour upon the stage. 

THE DENMAN RAG AM) BONE ."..."..... .1.. . May 1974* Issue 1 
Production Group (this issue); Raymond Lipovski (he fixed the mimeo machine), 

Desmond Kennedy, Sandy Kennedy, Daphne Morrison, 
Manfred H. Rupp. 

Production Costs 0160 for 500 copies (400 for sale at 35*0- The high cost 
of this first issue is due to th« reproduction of the 
photographs on the cover. 
We-propose to print further issues in a more modest 
fashion (i.e. mimeograph); we will publish any material, 
of reasonable length and local interest, provided it is 

• • not sent anonymously. 
Future issues will be printed in a limited edition of 
150, for free local distribution. 

Off-island mail subscription is available upon request (04 / year). 
Address all correspondence to The Denman Rag and Bone, Denman Island (V0R-IT0). 

Photo Credits^ Denman Island logging photographs courtesy Mr. J. Boulton; 
Other photos courtesy'Mrs. Walter Millard. 
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COLLECTIVE STRENGTH 
Women in Community 

JBere. on." Denman' Island I am awgre of so many individually strong 
women, women who have impressed me by their resourcefulness, their skills 
and what seems likean. inner strength. But I find myself wondering more 
and more whether there is not something more to be done. 

Coining to live on Denman has been for me a kind of starting-all-
over-again, I.have had the sense, for the first time, of being in a 
position of being able to create the quality of my life, to be in at the 
beginning of a strong, creative community. That there is something lack-, 
ing in terms of a community here is, I know, a concern to many people, 
and it is time that we, the women on the island, realised what we can do 
to change this. It-seems that the collective strength of the women here 
is not a sum of our individual strengths. If this were to come about, the 
community on the island would be well on the way to becoming a cohesive 
force. 

As. women, we have much to share with and learn from each other. 
There are those of us who have grown to the place where we feel fine at 
being women, and where we have the same respect for other women as we do 
for ourselves. Where we can see woman's position in society, and where 
we are concerned with her problems (and joys). But not to share this 
new knowledge and strength with other women can only retard the develop-
ment of the community. There are women here with personal difficulties, 
struggling on their own, who could do with the support of other women. 
There are skills and qualities we could learn from each other, experiences 
and basics (like babysitting) we could share. I know that many of these 
things already go on - but they go on in isolated pockets of the island. 
There is little recognition of what all of us women have in common -
namely that we are women, and that as a group we have so much to contribute 
"to the community - and to ourselves. 

It is ironical that here,"more than in the cities most of .us have 
~ctfme ~from, the position of women is so critical.,. The kind of sharing -that 
" -does go on here has" been defined as being done mainly by the men in terms of 
physical work. We have stagnated to the point where all of us, men and 
women, can come together to build a house, but we shy away from coming to-
gether on a more personal level. We, the women on this island, are in a 
position to improve this situation. We can become a group that gives and 
shares and strengthens itself and the individuals in it. And what we give 
to ourselves as women we will give to the community at large. 

I believe that the least (and the most) you can do is to develop and 
live to the fullest your own potentials. But that doesn't mean being an 
isolationist, and I feel it is time we extended ourselves - to each other. 
As women we already have a common ground. Let us meet on it. 

ADVERTISINGS For a mere dollar we will print your commercial message 
(buy-sell-trade-club announcements etc.). 
Send copy to She Denman Rag and Bone. Denman Island. 
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THE DENMAN CO-OP 

Dear Friends, 

. Everyone who wishes to participate in purchasing food and household 
articles at wholesale prices is cordially invited to write to 
DISC CO-OP, Denman Island, for a copy of our Newsletter and Pood Prioe List. 

Interested residents of Denman Island began purchasing food collect-
ively about two and a half years ago, and soon thereafter formed the 
DISC CO-OPERATIVE ASSOCIATION. Among other social functions our co-op was 

a formed to lend substance to our efforts to purchase food as reasonably as 
we could. In conjunction with many small co-ops throughout B.C., a year 
later we formed a co-operative wholesaler located in Vancouver (FED-UP 
CO-OP). The formation of this central body to co-ordinate the collective 
purchases of the outlying co-ops has greatly improved our ability to supply 
a wide range of foodstuffs. During the past year, ordering about every six 
weeks, we have averaged more than $51,000 per order. We find this total, 
.increasing recently, and are working to make this collective effort a 
smooth operation. 

We are a member run co-op; - this is the primary principle guiding-uiie 
process of purchasing food. Briefly, our procedure is this. A meeting is 
called to form a food committee. All interested members are invited to 
participate if they can spare the time. Usually the committee consists of 
six members. A date for food distribution is set, general responsibilities 
are volunteered for, and the Newsletter (which is printed in Vancouver for 
all members of FED-UP CO-OP, see above) is mailed to all members. A date 
is set for the collection of food orders, which are then collated by the 
food committee. Money is included with each order, and the collected amount 
is paid in advance to our wholesaler who acts as our agent in purchasing 
our food needs. Two members of the committee go to Vancouver to pack up sur 
order, and return to a food distribution day (usually Friday) held at. the 
Denman Island Community Hall. It is the responsibility of members who 
placed orders to arrive early and pack up their orders. Occasionally, 
distribution is followed by a potluck dinner and gathering. 

Again, if you are interested in lowering your food costs, you are 
invited to join with your neighbours in a little collective effort to get to 
the food first. 

Thanks ••. 

"We are so accustomed'to living in a society that stresses individualism 
that we need to be reminded that "collectivism" in a broad sense has 
always been the more usual lot of mankind, as well as most other species. 
Most people in most societies have been born into and died in stable 

: • • . . communities in which the subordination of the individual to the welfare-
of the group was taken for granted, while the aggrandizement of. the 
individual at the expense of his fellows was simply a crime." 

Philip Slater, The Pursuit of Loneliness 
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CHAIN SAWS and TREE SPIRITS 

We are surrounded by trees. Our gardens and farms are carved out of 
the forest and fenced against its encroachment. The rumble of logging 
trucks and roar of chain saws are familiar sounds. We live against the edge 
of the forest, drive along roads cut through it, utilize its products, and 
largely think nothing of it.. 

Perhaps this is because we are without real traditions on this conti-
nent. Our callousness and blindness towards the obvious are, thankfully, 
not universal. In Europe and the Par East at least remnants of a saner 
mentality survive. Anthropologists have documented numerous cases of 
"primitive" peoples whose traditions and attitudes towards trees make our ®wn 
version of "slash and burn" seem mindless and preposterous. 

Spread through many cultures , is a large body of myths concerning man's 
state of existence before his current one. In all of these the tree plays a 
vital role. We are most familiar with the biblical myth of Adam and Eve in 
which God made "to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good 
for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of 
knowledge of good and evil" (Genesis 2, 9). In all of these myths man lived 
forever, talked familiarly with God, was provided with food by the tree and 
was perfectly happy.. In all of them, too, man suffered the Pall and was 
banished from Paradise. 

Among many primitive tribes man before the Pall had access to heaven 
and the gods through climbing a tree (or mountain) located at the centre of 
the world. When the tree was cut down or the mountain levelled, man's access 
to Paradise was cut off. He was thrust into his current state of troubled 
existence, bound to earth, to work grid to death. Then began a longing for 
Paradise, a nostalgia to return to the garden and attempts to do so through 
myth and religion. 

As religious beliefs evolved, the myths of Paradise and the Tree of Life 
were incorporated into them. Thus the shaman (holy man) of primitive tribes 
gains access to ecstasy and the gods by climbing a tree or post which represents 
the cosmic tree connecting earth with heaven. By this ritual he attempts to 
restore the conditions of Paradise (Eden) in which man could easily meet with 
the gods. Thus Saint Peter, writing of the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, declares: 

"He bore our sins himself, in His own body 
onto the tree, that we might die to the sins 
and live to Justice." 

The worship of trees has played -an important part in the religious 
history of Europe. Here, as elsewhere, it was commonly believed that trees and 
plants, like everything else, had souls. Sometimes the tree was believed 
inhabited by the soul of a dead person or by a woodland spirit. The tree 
Spirits were believed to possess the power to bring rain and sunshine, to make 
the crops grow, to bless women with offspring. 

Since the trees were inhabited by powerful spiritual forces one did not «ut 
them down or hack at them with impunity. There was, for example, an old 
German law against peeling the bark of a standing trees "The culprit's navel 
was to be cut out and nailed to the part of the tree which he had peeled, and he 
was to be driven round and round the tree till all his guts were wound about its 
trunk. The intention of the punishment clearly was to replace the dead bark. 
by a living substitute taken from the culprit; it was a life for a life; the 
life of a man for the life of a tree." (J.G. Frazer). When a tree had to be 

cut down the woodmen would ask the tree to forgive them. Some tribes evolved 
elaborate rituals, involving medicine-men and the sacrifice of animals to the 
tree spirit, to be performed before a living tree was cut down. 

Many of the customs, particularly European, with which we are familiar 
are derived from Tree-worship. The custom of the May Pole is an obvious-
example in which the May-tree was originally venerated to promote growth of the 
crops and fertility in cattle as well as in women. The custom of the Yule Log 
is derived from worship of the oak in which the god of thunder resided. The 
erecting and decorating of a Christmas tree stems from the same body of 
tradition. 

Of what use, then, is this information to us? Should we advocate a 
return to tree-worship and the disembowelment of all chain saw owners? Should 
we dismiss it all as the superstitions of unenlightened and unscientific 
savages? Perhaps we would do better to reflect on why our culture has thrown 
out superstition and replaced it with ruthlessness. Perhaps we should examine 
our pathetic need to constantly alter everything around us without ever think-
ing to change ourselves. Do we need to cut all those trees down? Do our 
roads always need to be wider and wider? Do wc have to batter and push and 
slash at everything living around us until we've destroyed it all? Perhaps no 
tree-spirit will descend and smite us for needlessly destroying living things; 
but if we destroy the tree of life, the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, 
then we shall have destroyed the ohance of ever becoming any better than we 
are now; and that, perhaps, is the worst punishment of all. 

D.K. 

POEMS by Ted Kirk 

Small brown birds 
round and dancing along 
the green line at the water's edge; 
they run quickly, too, 
with such short legs 
amongst the pebbles. 

)( x x x x x 

Butterscotch death 
of a licorice ant, 
I sometimes ponder upons 
are they toying with death, 
do they come back again, 
do they really know what's going on? 

x x x x x x-
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RATEPAYER'S ANNUAL MEETING 

Monday, April 8th: Tonight the Annual General "Meeting of the Denman Island 
Ratepayer's Association clanked and groaned through its yearly ritual with all 
the excitement of a fixed wheelchair race. Election of officers was. the tanta-
lizing morsel that lured a large contingent of the faithful to the hall. The 
regime of Harold Walton, hardy perennial president, was returned to power by 
acclamation. Pundits declared the political scandals in Washington had very 
little effect on the outcome. More startling by far was the brash appearance 
of two new faces on the Board of Directors - Ned Harrington and Peter McGuigan. 
Henry Kissinger was reported delighted with this unexpected development. 

: • X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 

The reports of the President and various committees unearthed the following: 
• ̂  Emergency Fund: A 0500 Provincial grant to cover emergencies is 
• •' - slumbering in the bank awaiting catastrophe. 
'Fire Protections The Fire Committee will bring down its report next month. 

Hopes of getting a portable pump by Oyster Festival time. 
' S o m e of the citizens want to pay for the equipment 

through taxes, others through private funds. There may 
be a duel next month with the winner getting the right to 
kick a pyromaniac areund for a day. 

- Marina; Despite Mr. Walton's efforts, the bureaucrats feel the wharf can 
sink or swim on its own. 

- Law and Orders Our year's contribution to the Just Society consisted of a 
speed limit sign"on the island, a flashing amber light at 
Buckley Bay, and the shotgun/rifle by-law now in third 
reading. 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
Mr. Bill Johnson from the Regional District gave a marvellous and detailed 
Apologia for the "regional concept" which apparently began with Paleolithic Man. 
His intricate narrative, emphasizing throughout the glories of people participa-
ting in the decision-making process, concluded with his unilateral announcement 
of who would represent us on the new Baynes Sound Planning Commission. The 
good burghers, far more tolerant of poor history than poor decision-making, 
raised a cry of protest and Mr. Johnson withdrew sputtering appropriate 
axioms about freedom and democracy. xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
A discussion of new business ensued s 

- obtaining "decent" membership cards (Walton favoured blushing pink). 
- locating the historic old anchor for the wharf (witnesses reported seeing 
the anchor in Courtenay running north). 

- amendments to the Constitution. 
- an auction to be held in June to raise money for the Ratepayer's Fund. -xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

The meeting concluded with a classic cameo scene of the President and his 
loyal secretary poring over the confused account books. Bemused citizens 
aroused themselves, collected their thoughts and stepped out into the 
starry night. 

"If words were intended to communicate truth, newspapers were 
invented-to hide it." (Expletives deleted) 

Harold G. Walton 
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Broadway KSrmestead 
Roberta de Doming 

When I flow-hack 
lYfor mind river reversing 
Remembering how we pitched 
The crisp store-fresh tents 
And proceeded to aim ourselves 
Like a gun toward self sufficiency 
Clawing at the earth with bare hands 
To get the weeds out 
Planting what was supposed t<* be enough 
For that first winter. 
Without a benediction 
Amphetamine fast. 
We hadn't even breathed the seasons 
For a cycle. 
Oh, the absurdity of those flouncey carrots * 
And the patent leather zucchinis. . 
Oh, how fast we were moving then, 
Not out of the motherearth necessity 
For the food of it, 
But out of what I have since realised 
As why we left 
Where we left 
In the first place. 

Goodbye New York;! 
And give my regards to Broadway 
With a soft shoe routine 
Across the world 
Lisa Mi jiellis all 
And a razz a ma tazz 
With a flourish over the rickety 
Makeshift bridge, single file 
Into the garden 
With shovels and hoes 
Instead of the usual blaokshine cane 
Without even a hello there 
To the worms underfoot 
Who we were about to bomb with our 
Well intentioned instruments of destruction. 
No regrets of course 
But a belated apology 
For our crash landing. J 

It comes. 
But it comes slowly, 
Just -the-enowflake^^ 

——Slowly 
Precedes 
The daffodil. -9-



BIODEGRADABLE DISHWASHERS' DILEMMA 
Over the past few years many city born and raised women have established 

alternate, organic modes of living in a country environment. Because-of the 
new and natural demands of this. situation we have found ourselves having to 
evolve a totally new framework" Of daily livings a new set of values and &oals 
by which to: live. '"" " 
> 
V 

I find ngrself, after two years of land clearing and housebuilding - and 
now at the point of becoming more or less "settled", tentatively questioning 
these values and roles that the ney country woman has found herself in. 
Certainly we have' ireturned to a more traditional way of expressing our woman-
hood, and certainly the roles evolved by men and women here have become more 
Separate than many of us experienced in our "liberated" city existences. And I 
ao like to think that to a great extent this kind of evolution has been bene-
ficial and enlightening, the freedom gained by this alternate life style 
enabling us to 'thoroughly respect and enjoy most of our daily activities. 

i However, a nagging doubt does linger on — with growing uneasiness I*ve 
found myself still scurrying into the kitchen late afternoons to prepare one of 

x wy assiduously collected high protein organic vegetarian recipes, and still on 
inpst days washing dishes and big black cast iron pots. Undertaking these 
•hores was an obvious cbntribution^on my part during those earlier days of 
Stump gulling and house buildirig when some of the heavier work was physically 
impossible for me to do. But that time is now over. 

Another area of uneasiness or, to put it bluntly, mild guilt, is finding 
myself, a total non-crafts person and a struggling cook, in the midst of many 
artistic, craft-orientated women. I still find myself on occasion, after 
meeting some particularly artistic women, rushing home to the dim light of the 
kerosene lamp to practise rows and rows of single and double stitch crochet, 
only to awake the following morning realizing I've already forgotten how it's 
done. Just the overwhelming thought..of weaving, knitting, sewing, potting, 
glazing, leather work, not to mention the innumerable- brown rice and bean 
pombinations I have yet to learn, can, in a weak moment, drive me to a frantic 
, episode with MacTac and my wilted collection of last year's pressed flowers. 
' I find it ironic that although I vowed years a&o never to join the ranks of 
the unliberated urban housewife of the '50's, I could be just as emeshed in a 
new standard of values and duties. In some common ways I do feel most new 
country women have spun a macrame web of standards and roles to attain and 
adhere tb. In some ways she cannot be organic or old-fashioned enough. I (and 
I've laughed with some other women who have been found out) have been just as 
embarrassed about my pot luck supper chocolate cake being discovered to come 
from a'Twinkle Cake mix package as the traditional housewife is with cabbage 
smells in her kitcjhep. ..Mast we women always continue to feel, even in these 
crazy minor ways, some pang of guilt about not playing some role well enough? 
Ar<? we, in fact, just as confined to a new set of standards and roles as those * 
we consciously at one time rejected as being constricting and unliberating? 

In no way do I wish to downplay the creative energy that individual 
women have displayed here on the Island. And I do know inside that one year, 
with patience and a desire to learn, I too will be weaving, sewing and whipping 
gourmet delights out of the old wood stove. The organic approach is, after all, 
consistent with many goals of the Women's Movements we are approaching our 
homemaking, child rearing, artisanship, gardening, carpentry and similar tasks 
with a newly discovered joy, skill and creativeness. Truly, my sense of 
womanhood has never been higher or more expressive. 
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However, let us be aware that we are going through a natural, time of 
turbulent evolution in terms of establishing our basis here for creative living. 
Our goals and values thus far evolved are no less free of entanglement than the 
previous roles which we left behind. We need therefore to constantly be aware 
of exploring and developing our chanrtels of awareness in all areas. Let us' 
often, in this early period of our development as country women, examine our 
role patterns and value expectations that are emerging. Let us not permit role 
consciousness to inhibit the greater fulfillment of individual and group 
potential given by our current life style here. Let us create a balanced 
program based on the principle that people grow and develop, together and indi-
vidually, through the harmonious exercise of all our functions. 

Sandv Kennedv 
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THtt ISLANDS TRUST ACT 

The Provincial Government is now close to passing into law the Islands Trus-6 
Act, legislation intended to preserve and protect "the unique amenities, and 
environment" of the gulf islands. This object will be carries out by a 
committee of three appointed trustees and two locally elected representatives. 
Basically this group will serve in a watchdog capacity, making recommendations 
regarding crown lands, historical sites etcetera to the government, working 
with the regional districts on policies, approving applications to subdivide 
land or to build. Originally the act provided that no community plan, regional 
plan, zoning by-law or land use contract could be adopted without trust 
approval. This provision has apparently been quickly abandoned. 

Reaction to the Act•predictably varied from the unjustified euphoria of 
ecology freaks to the outraged disbelief of confirmed free enterprisers. Both 
reactions appear to be excessive. The Act is a commendable but somewhat myopic 
attempt by the government to bring some order and foresight into the develop-
ment and/or preservation of the islands. It is commendable in that the islands 
have for far too long been at the mercy of the fast-buck artists, and in that 
a vocal portion of island residents feel that they are the ones who can best 
decide what to do with "their" land. That some leash has been put on what are 
euphemistically referred to as "developers" should be little cause for contro-
versy i That some landowners, many long-time residents, are upset is more 
understandable. However, the Act makes clear that its purpose is "to preserve 
the islands for the benefit of the residents of the trust area and the province 
generally." It is simply an application of the principle of good governments 
some individual prerogatives must be surrendered for the benefit of the many. 

Far more worthy of debate is the questions will the Act succeed in its 
stated objectives? The prospects are somewhat less than reassuring. The 
government pointedly declined to establish a separate regional district com-
prising the islands. Municipal Affairs Minister Lorimer announced that "the 
local governments have not fulfilled their responsibilities concerning the 
islands." And yet, rather than remove the islands from their jurisdiction, 
he has simply layered another bureaucracy on top of the existing one. 

Further suspicions arise from the fact that, of all the threats to the islands' 
environment, only the construction of buildings and subdivision of land are 
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specifically referred to. Three other areas are in need of similar attentions road!' 
widening* -unrestricted logging and tourism. The Act encompasses, though does not ! 
mention, the latter. The former two, which along with rip-off subdivision do far 1 
more to destroy the "unique amenities and environment" than does some poor citizen 
erecting a. supplementary outhouse, are not mentioned in the Act and seem beyond ! 
the concern of the Trust. ! t .j 
If the government is going to risk the ire of private landowners, it should at { 
least do so for substantial gains, and should be equally ready to arouse the j 
anger of the forestries and highways bureaucracies. The entire approach to j 
the islands needs a thoroughgoing change. Logging trucks, gravel trucks, graders 
and campers all roaring around dusty roads do little to preserve and protect 1 

anything. Of all places the islands are the logical ones in which to restrict the 
cult of the automobile to essential uses. The government should be talking about j 
intelligent plans for recreational development, hiking trails etc, and limiting \ 
the number of noisy vehicles to be ferried onto these small clumps of land. It is i 
not enough to oversee land subdivision and mark a few historical sites. Nor is j) 
the Trust Committee as constituted, an appendage to regional planning, going to j 
be in .a position to take the initiative in an overall change of direction in 
island development. To accomplish the stated ends of the Act bold and intelligent 
planning by people with the power of implementation is" a sine qua non. We have 
been given a lovely cart but deprived of the horses. 
V/hat has been proposed is a vast improvement over what has gone before, and yet the 
essential work, the creative job of real preservation, still lies elusively ahead 
of us. _ Tr , - D. Kennedy 

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X )( X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 

The reaction of the city papers to the new Gulf Islands Trust Act has been unin- . 
formed as usual. They invoke, with boring predictability, anything from grass-
roots democracy to the late lamented spirit of free enterprise, and wind up in 
the end with visions of misery and despair for the islands. Government inter-
ference, they cry, will erode away all that's noble in our great democratic 
traditions, and citizenship on the islands will be next to worthless. 

Well, we have news for the city scribes in their illustrious city offices* 
democracy, or that vague proposition called grass-roots democracy, hasnft even 
been seen around here, never mind having been nurtured or allowed to grow on our 
miniscule shores. Not that there's likely to be much more of it in East Vancouver, 
but that's another matter. V/hat we've had around here, for fax longer than we 
could afford, were two kinds of lawlessness - the lawlessness that has ruled man's 
dealings with the land he owns, and the lawlessness that rules when the buck is 
emperor. To the extent to which the Islands Trust concept will introduce some 
order and set some rules to govern responsible behaviour, to that extent it is to 
be applauded. 

As it stands, there appears to be little cause for optimism in this regard. 
Consider the following facts; Denman and Hornby Islands have been virtually 
"cleared", some fifty years ago, of all first-growth timber. And without blinking 
an eye, the regional planner stated, in 1971, that 60 - 10% of Denman Island will 
again be logged over in the near future. As this drastic and-practically uncon-
trolled interference with the environment continues, the islands will continue to 
deteriorate to the point where they won't be good for anything but the growing of 
Christmas trees for California. Lakes have already been ruined, watersheds 
turned into gravelpits, and good soil into year-round swamps. On Hornby, insen-
sitive logging even managed to permanently wipe out a whole road. And yet, the 
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Islands Trust Act ijtyS not a word about logging controls, not a word about 
the so-called treefarms (almost 50$ of Deriman Island is real estate which the 
• big boys hold as tree farms at ridiculously low tax rates). 

Similarly,- the Islands Trust Act avoids the whole problem of ferries and roads, 
and again one must assume that this omission is due to a stronger bureaucracy, 
in this case Highways, having prevailed. So let it be stated quite clearlys 
the Highways Department, in its mindless pursuit of general road standards 
and the accompanying chronic addiction to the use of heavy equipment, is one of 
the major threats to the preservation of the islands. To ignore the responsi-
bility for a more enlightened and sensitive road policy, and to exclude such 
policy from local influence, is another grave- and impairing omission in the act. 
A S it.®tands' i t appears unlikely that the Gulf Islands Trust Act will do much 
more than lay a new layer of bureaucracy on top of various older ones. While 
^ h 1 ? ! ^ W e l 1 m S k e l i f e a littl!S m o r e difficult for the little guy ("no building 
snail be constructed or enlarged without trust committee: approval" - the only 
pecific item in the act!), the big boys once again seem to have escaped control. 

In conclusion,- we list two- recommendations which" we have made previously to the 
•^-|1C1P A^a-irs Committee, and which we now consider to be as urgent and as 

^ they were last summers 
£rov a t f 1 o v e r~ a 1 1 G u l f Island Planning.study be initiated by the provincial 
ooss5h^ + ! W ± t h t h G sP e c i f i c t a s k o f compiling data, evaluating developmental 
kind £ • i6S 221(1 s o c i a l necessities, and outlining alternatives. Without this 

information being made available, the trust• committees will likely 
° i n t° TObbe*stamp agencies, 

oat a t t h S Provinc:LaiL government > under the provisions of. Bill 42, extend the 
c xegory of park land reserves to include all tree.fcrms on the islands, and that 
thf36 hi °ttier Publicly owned lands be either set aside, or made available 
deWi losing, for such purposes as; park reserves and wildlife sanctuaries5 
devPi°Pment ° f i n t e§ r a t e d facilities for the vacationing public? controlled 
fa ' ° f r e s i d e n t i a l areas where needed and suitable; development of other 
cr.Siin s u i t a b l e t o t h i s environment, such as children's camps, special schools, convalescent homes etc.. 

?^+?tun?tfly' t h e residents on the islands themselves seem so embroiled in 
aboi + k e r i n S t h a t t h e r e i s l i t t l e h°Pe f o r any. kind of consensus to come 

DOUX. The best that can be hoped for is that those of us who can rise above our 
private interests will manage to find a way to a constructive dialogue, and that 
we will gradually be able to recognise and define our collective interests. 

- Manfred Rupp 
•xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx-

There is presently before the House the Island Trust Act. This act will establish 
a unique status for Denman Island. This is an exciting time because it is a once-

m e chance to slow down the pace of material progress to include 
once again a reverence for our environment. The government falls short, though. 
rt seems to feel that the only way to control the madness -is to restrict sub-
division and housing. The government has over-reacted. This goes to the sympton 
ana not to the cause. I don't suggest we can eliminate the cause, but we can 
protect one of the often abused victims - a personal community existing in a 
beautiful environment. 

-13-



Three government representatives and two island representatives will be 
responsible for the proper implementation of this act. The proper implementa-
tion should include a roads policy which maintains the present roads for a 
controlled traffic population and not one which widens them for maximum use. 
It should also include supervised preservation of crown land, rather than its 
present policy of keeping it as a reserve for the lumber industry. 

Ve shall have an opportunity to elect two people to act as a voice to the 
government for intelligent and consciencious use of the area, and not 
necessarily material gain. When the opportunity to do that comes along -
do it. 

- Bruce Boire 

If you have an important thought relating to our collective future on 
this island, we would like you to take the time to write it down and send 
it in to us. We hope to devote a lot of space to the discussion of the 
Island Trust concept, and we will forward to our yet to be elected trustees 
all relevant materials received. 

RANDOM SOYBEAN THOUGHTS 
Someday they'll be cooking up some hunk of meat and they'll call it "Mock 
soybeans and rice". 
When cooking soybeans (which everyone should do since they are dynamite 
food), pour boiling water over them and let them soak for an hour or so. 
Then cook them till they are buttery soft, half an hour, in a pressure 
cooker or in a big old pot. They love being put in tomato sauces. They dig 
being mixed into a cheese sauce and poured over a grain. They are happy in a 
vegetable miso soup. They are great marinated in the fridge (or on the door-
step) with oil and lemon or vinegar and garlic and herbs and lots of diced 
raw vegies (onions, carrots, celery, peppers). They are delicious simmered 
in a sauce of onion, green pepper, ketchup, mustard, with a little molasses. 
They are even quite satisfied to be tossed into a potato salad. 
They are bland in flavor (once could call it delicate) and love being spiced 
up. The most important factor to their tqste and their digestibility is to 
COOK THEM WELL. Why not cook up too many of them and keep them chilled, and 
use in a variety of ways and experiment. 

Sermon: Soybeans are the only complete vegetable protein. They contain 
every essential amino acid. The vogue approach is to try to make them taste 
like hamburgers or chicken or hot dogs. This is unneccessary and cir-
cuitous. Besides, it offends the spirit of the bean. Soybeans are soybeans 
and they are good as soybeans. (Don't I sound like Gertrude Stein?) 
It is just a matter of getting it on with the bean. They don't want to be 
hotdogs. Believe me, I think I used to be a soybean. 

- Roberta de Doming. 
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ABOVE: 4 men, 1 dog and a log. 

BELOW: 14 men, 2 women, 2 babies, 1 dog, 6 horses and a log (Find second dog). 

REVERSE: The Old Baikie Farm, taken around 1910, showing the railroad 
crossing at Lake Road. 



DE1MAN ISLAND COMMUNITY CLUB 

How would you like to see a "Welcome Wagon" on Denman Island? That was 
one of the few program suggestions made to the old-new executive of the Denman 
Island Community Club at their recently held annual meeting. Wes Piercy, 
re-elected president, and R. Twyman, treasurer, steered a well-attended meeting 
past all cliffs of controversy by limiting their reports to the problems of hall 
maintenance and organization of the oyster festival. Others elected to club 
offices ares Peter McGuigan (vice-president), and Mrs. Dorothy Rist (secretary); 
Les Russell and Colin Pearlson were elected to join Les Parsons and Pat Piercy 
as directors. 

Several speakers at the meeting urged the executive to open its deliberations 
to the membership at large, and we heartily endorse the suggestion that such 
public meetings be held at least quarterly. 

In an effort to assist the new executive in their endeavours to develop a 
more varied program, we are giving YOU the opportunity to express your views, 
your ideas. Please fill in, and add to if you wish, the following questionnaire, 
and let us know where you are at, by mailing it back to us. We promise to let 
you know the results. 

1) Would you like to engage in more social activities on the island? (YES/NO) 
2) If so please list your specific interests, and point out if you would be 

willing to instruct, organise or just participate in a class or event: 
(l-instruct 5 O-organise; P-participate) 
Entertainment Education Recreation 
Dances I 0 P music I 0 P ping-pong I 0 P 
movies I 0 P dancing I 0 P volley-ball I 0 P 
festivals I 0 P languages I 0 P tennis I 0 P 
games I 0 P crafts I 0 P hiking I 0 P 
. . . 0 . 0 , 0 . I 0 P I 0 P o o o o o o » « o « I 0 P 
. . . . . . . I 0 P ........ I 0 P I 0 P 

3) The Denman Island Community Club is the existing structure through which most 
general social activities are co-ordinated. 
a) Do you feel that the existing Community Hall can accommodate the kind of 

activities you would like to see, 
as it stands (YES/NO) 
with internal changes (YES/NO) 
with additions (YES/NO) 

b) If a continuous program could be developed under the umbrella of the 
Community Club, do you feel that the increased operating cost for the Hall 
should be covered by2 

increase in membership fees (YES/NO) 
separate accounting for each activity, i.e. charging a fee to the 
participants (YES/NO) 

general community fcfcat funds (YES/NO) 

COMMENTS 

Name 2 Please return to 
"Denman Rag and Bone" D.I. 




