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Denma n C layoq uot; T rials Near the Fina l Stage - By Ron Dobie 

We are entering the final stage just 
as the siege of Victoria is about 
commence. We have pleaded, 
submitted, faced judgment and now 
awai t punishment for disobedience, civi l 
or otherwise, justifiable or not, herdlike 
or else, cultlike punishments. We await 
the handing down of sentence, the 
commencement of the sentence, the 
serving of the sentence, the complet ion 
of the sentence; and sentence as we all 
know is what gives meaning to our 
lives. to what we have to say. There are 
masochists and sadists among us, who 
seem to relish this territory, but they 
shall respectfully remain nameless. 
There is respect of course for the 
judges, the law and the justice system; 
and the corporations and the 
transnational unions, but none 
whatsoever for the government and the 
bureaucrats. We can all hate them and 
they won't punish us, they'll just try to 

get our votes anyway. Not like school: 
,chool will make us feel bad if we don't 
do good. And they'll do it over and 
over again 'til we learn it doesn't matter. 
Being good, that is. for them: when 

Guest Columns 

A Dream - By Just Havelaar 

I was standing on the loft of our 
own house but noticed that the furniture 
was different, for there was no loom, my 
wife's desk was closed and my own was 
remarkably clear of paper. From the 
room below voices floated up, one of 
which, a male, was very familiar, but I 
could not immediately associate it with a 
name. I went to the railing to look 
down in the livingroom. I recognized 
immediately the metal floorlamp with its 
large shade, the oak chest and, above it, 

we're older and hopefully capable of 
looking back. Like now 

But why bother confusing the issue. 
The judge was very judge-like, the court 
was very court-like, the lawyers were 
very lawyer-like. the prosecutor was 
very prosecutorial, the court workers 
(the sheriffs. the court recorder, the 
court clerk) were very worker-like, and 
the defendants defended, pleaded, 
submitted. waited, and received. 
(Maybe 21 days. some in ja il , most on 
electronic monitoring. some elders and 
hardship cases with suspended sentences 
and community hours. All very matter 
of fact ) 

We clearcut broom and ivy to show 
we are clear and positive about our 
action It ~\as a beautiful place. Oaks. 
na tive lilies. moss. rods: we were trying 
10 stop "cm·ironmental pollution" 
encroaching on things Phyll is was very 
pleased 10 find a young snake he re, and 
we were on CHEK 6 news. 

Two trips to Victoria over 2 weeks. 
One more. April 8 Things a re rippling 
mternationally and at home, as we've 
drilled up and down our Hig hway I 

Our Government now acknowledges 

the painted portrait. but there were 
other things. pieces of furniture and the 
way they were arranged. that seemed 
different. 

The person who was speaking was 
my son, clearly, but how he had aged! 
His hair was thin and gray, his beard 
almost white. His visitor seemed to be a 
woman, but I couldn't see he r because 
she was sitting right under the loft. I 
caught the tail end of her quest ion: 
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industry must change to improve its 
image abroad, it's not eno ugh 10 just say 
it - no matter how many times they say 
it. Economic pressures abroad reinforce 
that our forestry issue has planetary 
proportions, and althoug h we must be 
concerned for the people in Pon McNeil 
and Woss. we must also be concerned 
that there is a heal thy, sustai nable fu ture 
for all inhabitant s or Earth. ( If cod 
fi shers could talk ) 

The larger issues carry on and 
intensify as we continue to forge ahead 
into who knows what crises, ( salmon 
become endangered species. water 
supplies shrink, jobs, homes, income 
sources. sustainabil ity etc . ) Our 
individual business in court is o ne cost 
of stating clearly and emphatically that 
we must change the way w~ deal with 
our fo rest and water resources 

It's been pleasant 10 spend 1i111e with 
people from the community "hom 
otherwise there isn't time to visit and to 
witness the elders wi th all their humili ty. 
experience. and puri ty o r heart speaking 
out for fi.11ure generatio ns as they. and 
we, approach the ti nal s tage to a new 
beginning , ahvays and as ever - for. 

" ... but you are not sorry that vou moved 
to Denman, are you·)" 

"Not at all." he answered "Of 
course, the ferry reduces o ur mobility 
somewhat, but there are so ma ny 
compensations . .. No, we love it here. 
T here was a time we were afraid that 
my parents would not be able to hang 
on to the property, because of t he hig h 
ta,ces, but they managed . And since the 
government has reduced those taxes so 
muc h it is no longer a problem. Of 
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attributes we bridge gaping ravages 
around the functio ns and fitness of our 
behavior. Becoming aware of our great 
need to heal, we build our support and 
accountability toward one another. 
Female aspects include healing, caring, 
nurturing, counselling, practices of 
offering thanks, consensus based 
decisio n making, c ircle gathering for 
celebrating the cycles of Nature, 
imag inat ive wishful expression, and 
local cooperative management of 
resources 

"Ayakwew," the different o ne, two-

Dear Ms. Nomer, 

Last September. my frie nd and lover 
of ten years, was compelled to join a 
cult He has all the signs and history 
listed in my first year psych textbook: he 
was entrapped - he went to one meeting, 
then another. then he spent a weekend 
with them (during which he was 
subjected to sleep-deprivation), then he 
100k the big leap and committed himself 
to their cause. He took part in a severe 
initiation rite and has now taken on part 
of his groups' identity and has come to 
see himself as o ne of the "elite" o r 
"chosen " Now he g roup thinks along 
with the rest of the flock . My problem 
is. ho w do I continue to live with this 
man who m I thought I loved, but can no 
lo nger to lerate because of the stress and 
uncenainty he has broug ht to our 
family·> 
Yours truly. 
Friend o f a Clayoquot Arrestee 

Dear Friend, 
Ho w perceptive of you to recognize 

the movement to save Clayoquot for 
what it may well be: a cult. As resident 
cult -expert and former Teenage 
Re publican, Millie Narian, has 
explained, "Thousands were called (to 

the Peace Camp), but few (800) we re 
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spirited, allows for the understanding of 
our dualistic nature: our love of life, our 
anger over death. It accepts graciously 
the gift of transformation through 
communicating from the heart both 
sorrow and humor. Ayakwew 
recognizes and honors the mystery and 
the mag ic of our spirituality, part of the 
Sacred and Divine Creation. Speaking 
our truth from the heart invites openness 
to the dream world. Being proud yet 
humble, acknowledging where we come 
from, and owning our place no w, as 

chosen " While this movem~nt doesn't 
exactly have the charismatic leader it 
would need to a true cult, there are 
certain aspects that are indeed cult -like. 
For example, although it is no t well 
known, not all o f these intense g roups 
(or cults) are relig ious. some (like 
Clayoquot) are political. others are 
therapeutic or social in nature. 

You are very correct in the 
entrapment issue for as you know. the 
ini tiatio n (AKA "arrest") was only one 
part of the process which began wi th a 
friendly conversatio n followed by an 
invitation to spend an evening at a 
meeting. This was followed by an 
inv itation for a visit 10 the Peace Camp. 
In his 1984 article "Radical Departures." 
Saul Levine states that an invitation for 
a two or three day retreat is part of the 
three basic steps in entrapment. Perhaps 
we can't exactly call the Black Hole 
"beautiful," but it is most definitely 
striking, n'est pas·1 According to 
Levine, these retreats are usually held in 
a "secluded, rural and often strikingly 
beautiful spot away from the busy 
city ... " "Carefu l att ention is given to 
serving good. nutritious food " "There 
is ordinarily no te levision. radio, or 
telephone. It is as though there is no 

individuals maki ng ame nds for past 
hurts, we can bring about change 
and be present for one another. 
Growing respect for o ur common 
needs of expressing o ur inner/outer 
selves, for acceptance of our 
relationship/responsibility to each o ther, 
and to our Mo ther Earth is essential to 
all o f o ur well being . Communi ty as a 
circle with a flow o f celebrations; 
supporting everyone in partic ipating 
with the process of becoming strong, 
clear, safe and aware o f the pleasures of 
life; this is passing-on Love. 

outside ... " In addit io n, Levine states 
that during the retreat , "the groups' 
ideology ... suddenly makes immense 
sense. They feel a new clarity to their 
thought; the words they hear seem rich 
with sig nificance and truth " As yo u no 
doubt have no ticed, o nce init iated. 
belonging takes o n prime importance. 
T hey are a unity, all doing the same 
things, believing the same beliefs. 
speaking the same stock phrases, 
working towards consensus . Being a 
member becomes an important part of 
their identity and they proud ly proclaim 
their new and collective name 
"Arrestee." Some even wear T -shirts 
proclaiming this fact 

My advice to you Friend, is firstly. 
DO NOT ATTEMPT TO DE
PROGRAM YOUR FRIEND: this can 
cause permanent psychological damage 
Secondly, just wait. Most cult 
involvement lasts for approximately six 
months - rarely mo re that two years. 
And rest assured, former cult members 
almost always extract from their 
experience permanent and (you hope) 
positive values which they integrate into 
their lives. Good luck! 
Yours Truly, 
Ms. Nomer. 

" To the creative mind, there is no right or wrong. Every action is an 
experiment, and every experiment yields its fruit in knowledge." R. A. Wilson 
Contributed to TIDELINE by Dave Lang 

COFFEE HOUSE 
w, ... 

Da~■d Essig 

April 8th. 
Doors open at 8 PM. 
$5 members/$2 teens 

Refreshments 

It's a Violent World. I grew up to 

violence of a kind: a war being waged 
over my head, planes intent on unloacling 
their bombs around me, guns and planes 
and searchlights all trying to say no, each 
replying with their own display of 
violence. I experienced those five 
warring years with the various wisdoms 
available to a four to nine year old boy. 

In the I 960's I stopped going to 
movies as their increasing exploit.al.ion of 
violence and its suffering started to 
offend my instincts against abuse. Very 
few joined my boycott then and over the 
last thirty years the social casualness 
towards vio lence has continued to rise 
unti l very few now have a decent sense 
of how much insensitivity and 
cal lousness that they carry around with 

them. 

At the time of the Viet Nam war 
protests, when the cry was of the 50,000 
Americans who had died in three years 
of war, my cry also went out to the 
50,000 Americans who died on their 
roads each year. Very few would then or 
will now discuss that casually acceptable 
level of violence which goes with our use 
of vehicles. We cover our ears with no 
fault insurance and hide behind 'accident' 
myths, or if all imagination fails us, we 
blame drunk driving. 

That is typical of the way in which 
we respond to the violence in our lives: 
avoidance, delusion and blaming. 
Violator and violated both. We live in a 
society addicted to seeking out blame 
and assigning punishment Even those 
violated will, if necessary, blame and 
punish themselves rather than abandon 
that addiction. So naturally it is 'men' 
who have become the easy generic target 
for violence against women just as the 
drunk driver has been for vehicle 
violence. In all our history, blaming and 
punishment has not produced a safer 
saner society yet our addiction to it as a 

ruling mantra pel'Sists. 

Ta]Jdog First. Blaming is a waste 

of time. We are ·a11 co-conspirators 
through our casual acceptance of the 
endemic social violence that surrounds 
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The Enemy ls Us. by Robbie Newton 

us. Are there those out there who would 
prefer to accept the thinly laid blame of 
no fault insurance as a solution to 
spousal violence? Why is it acceptable to 
protect our consciences in this way from 
the violence of someone who swings a 
I 000 kg. vehicle rather than a I kg. fist? 
We cannot get rid of one kind of 
violence while we accept and condone it 
elsewhere as a working part of our 
lifestyles. 

I won't ask you to resolve that 
dilemma in your mind. All those 
arguments are too tightly twisted around 
our own personal experiences for us to 
be able to step back and see clearly. Nor 
for my mind should the issue be 
violence. Violence is the symptom not 
the disease. By the time violence occurs 
it is already too late. We employ police 
or appeal to authorities as a losing tactic. 

The disease itself is bullying and 
there is no cure for violence which 
doesn't fi rst get underneath it and look at 
the bullying which preceded it. All of it, 
not just that of the violators and not as a 
way of assessing blame. Bullying is 
something that is enormously prevalent 
in our society and there are very few who 
can claim a clean slate. You don't have to 
be big to be a bully and women cannot 
claim any higher moral ground than men. 
Our society has been 13.ilored to the 
designs of the successful bullies of 
history. 

Getting our Bullies Out In the 
Open. With children the first bullying 
can be naively transparent. The 
successful tyranny of loud screams is one 
of their first lessons in power 
manipulation, if we let it be. And if we 
don't let it be, is_ that us being bullies? All 
the symptoms o f future violence can lie 
in that early interplay of two bullies 
standing each other off. What really are 
our attiUJ.des? Who is trying to sustain 
their dignity, who is trying to move in 
for the kill? 

How much of a killer instinct do we 
accept and applaud among clu1dren 
playing games? As much as we accept 
for ourselves? It is a slippery slope that 
we offer our children to learn on. One 

that will get much worse later on. We 
live in a bullies' world, those that push 
and shove the hardest get the most. But 
we don't teach our children the kind of 
toll on our lives that builies wages take. 
We don't tea.ch them because we are 
continually being bullies our selves and 
ignorant of it. 

We need to teach our children about 
bullying, how to relate to it without 
being caught up in its escalation towards 
violence, how to resolve a confrontation 
without appealing to an o lder and bigger 
bully and especially how to see their own 
bullying and its contribution to the 
conflict. As children we learn to suffer 
and accept the self inflicted violence of 
our own over ambition in a physically 
active world. We learn that pain is a 
passing inconvenience and is often 
rewarded by a consoling sympathy. It is 
only where and when bullying is 
involved that a sense of outrage persists. 
It isn't the violence that impacts our 
spirits it's the bullying. If we can ea.ch 
acknowledge that and observe our own 
bullying and how we express it, then we 
stand a better chance of leaving it behind 
us and its violence with it. 

Action Second. On the other hand 
we can also demonstrate our rejection o f 
it in our society practically. The so called 
Old Boys' network. which permeates and 
runs most of what is important to our 
lives, is really an interconnection of 
bullies' clubs. It is the clinging to 
bullying tactics that perpetuates them. 
Every time that you attend a 'sit up and 
beg' style meeting, where you are obliged 
to face front and observe the backs of 
heads and judge someone's contribution 
by the tone of their voice, you are 
accepting the standards of a bullies' club. 
Top down patriarchal control is the bully 
standard by which any supposedly 
serious business is done. We need to stop 
contributing to those systems and their 
bullying resolutions. 

I will pick on one of Demnan's 
prime targets in that respect, the 
Ratepayers' Association, which has not 
ceased to be a bullies' club even with all 
the enlightened influence of younger and 
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mo re aware people. If that institution 
wants to elevate itsel f, it must start by 
rearranging its seating so that everyone 
can see and be responsive to each other. 
Hornby Ratepayers has seen that light 
and now sits in circles but that alone is 
not enough. Some variation of circles are 
the usual fare o f most small meetings 
now which doesn't stop them being 
patriarchal. We have replaced chairmen 
with chairpersons and facilitators and we 
continue to p lay our well learnt bullies' 
lessons. 

Well, I am a practical person as 
well as a philosophical one. I cannot get 
enthusiastic about trying to devise a set 
of rules to foi l the patriarchal bent of so 
many. I would rather simply talce the 
power to run a meeting out o f the hands 

By Hillel Wright 
They say time flies when your 

having fun. so it hardly seems like 2:
years have past since I began 111:v 
commercial fishing career on the sampan 
'"Alika." 65 tons, an "ahi" (yellO\din 
tuna) bait boat out o f Hilo, Hawaii 

I've seen a lo t of changes in the 
fishing industry in the past quarter 
century, a lot of fisheries end or become 
extremely limited and regulated. and a 
lot of new fisheries open up because the 
demise of older ones made them 
suddenly seem viable. 

Some of the West Coast fi sheries 
that seem to be sustainable are the 
limited entry and heavily patrolled and 
regulated hening roe fishery, and the 
salmon fisheries for sockeye and pinks. 
Coho, Spring salmon, ling cod. crabs 
and clams are some of the fisheries 
limited by severe reduction of stocks. 
Things have gotten so bad south of the 
border that there will be no salmon 
fishing, sport or commercial, m 
Washington state in 1994. 

This eerily recalls the failure of East 
Coast cod stocks. Other fisheries, 
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of one person and give it to three. 
Impossible you say. How can three 
people 'run' a meeting? My point exactly . 
If three people cannot agree among 
themselves about what should be 
happening at a meeting, then they 
shouldn't expect the meeting itself to 
come to useful decisions. Nor would I let 
those three people sit together, I would 
surround each with the company of us 
ordinary mortals. 

Is that enough? No, but it is simple 
and practical and two steps below a 
patriarchy. As a model it also has good 
advice for dealing with Jess structured 
problems in a bullies' society. First 
making sure you can all see each other 
face to face in a non confrontational 
setting and seeking the support of not 

which hardly existed when I began 
fi shing, like black cod, rock cod and 
shrimp, seem to be holding their own. 
So when my son Hano decided to go 
fishing 3 years ago, a number of ethical 
and economic questions were brought 
into play 

In his first year, Hano worked only 
one season, salmon troll, off the North 
West coast of Vancouver Island. He 
fished from June-September, but got 
enough experience to get more job 
offers the following year Last year, he 
fi shed roe herring, both in Lambert 
Channel. on the East Coast of Denman 
Island. and at Bella Bella Next came 
salmon trolling in the Queen Charlotte 
Islands (Haida Gwaii), then albacore, a 
high seas fishery, and finally ling cod. 
out of Winter Harbor. The season went 
fro m March-November, with April and 
M_ay slack time for fishing, but busy 
with work on the boats, shipwrighting, 
monkey-wrenching, painting, etc. 

This year Hano chose shrimping 
over herring roe fishi ng and is currently 
fishing somewhere off Ucluelet or 
Tofino. If this boat, crew and fishery 
agree with him. he'll continue on. 
switching to salmon gear from June
September and then back to shrimp in 
the Fall, 9 months fishing with little time 
off. If not, he'll fish rock cod from 
April-June, switch to another boat for 
salmon, then go back to the cod boat for 
ling cod, September-November. 

If you're a parent or a young person, 
you probably realize how tough it is for 
young people to find enough work these 
days to make ends meet. From this 

just one person as mediator, and force 
them to act as a power broker, or even 
two who can just as easily fall into the 
trap of polarisation. Instead call on three 
people who care. Three is the number 
that turns a couple into a family and 
turns agreement into commitmenL It's 
also an awkward number for bullies to 
deal with. 

But no external game playing will 
change anything if people are unable to 
acknowledge their own bul lying and its 
contnbution. Bullying is like the 
common cold, pervasive, contagious and 
debilitating. It's both a personal and a 
community disease which we can tackle 
only in terms of our personal healths and 
of our community health. 

perspective. fishing makes a lot or sense. 
You work in a n exciting. outdoor. 
wi lderness setting . The pay. although 
sometimes very little. is usually pretty 
good. and you have the bonus of being 
housed and fed and you have nowhere 
to spend your money unti l the season's 
over You get to see cougars and bears 
on the beach, dolphins. whales, 
albatross's and storm petrels o n the high 
seas, incredibly gorgeous moonrises and 
sunsets. and absolutely frightening 
:-torms 

On the o ther hand. if you're an 
environmentalist. you may have a 
problem wit h dragging nets along the 
bottom. wasting tons of "junkfish" (or 
"incidentals" as the industry likes to call 
them}, or burning gallons and gallons of 
foss il fuels. 

So in order to try to make some 
sense of the life and choices available to 
young fi sherfo lk today. Hano and I have 
embarked o n a project we call "A 
Deckhand's Year." For his part, Hano 
will make journal entries and take 
photos while at sea. For my part, I'll 
watch from the beach, dialog with Hano 
o n his short visits home. and make a 
proposal to publish our results in the 
WESTCOAST FISHERMAN 
Magazine. where I have found . a home 
for a number of articles, stories, songs 
and poems about the fishing industry 
since 1987. If we're lucky (and luck 
plays a large role in fishing and writing 
as well), we'll gamer enough material 
for a book. And oh yes, we'll update 
our project from time to time in 
TfDELINE. 

Editoria l I 

"Western Lady," "Optimist I," 
"Pacific Concept," "W 5." "Pacific 
Rancher," "June WI," "Western 
Challenger," "Cotton Picker." Klem tu," 
"Bon Accord II," "Bura," "Lady 
Augusta," "Mitchell Bay," "Sans Peur," 
"Viking Spirit," "Beaufort Sea." "Ocean 
King," "Ocean Renegade," "Providence 
II," "Royal Banker" ( I wonder who 
owns that one?). "Western Queen," "Sea 
Pak," "Magellan, '" "Gallant G irl ," "Val 
Don," "Brittany Bay," "Eastward Ho," 

Edito ria l U 

Public enemy Number One" The 
Rumo ur' I expect most of us can 
remember being in school and hearing 
things like .. I hear X likes Y'" o r "Z told 
me that B still wets the bed." It sounds 
almost w himsical 10 us as adults. but 
think hard. At the time if one of those 
stories involved you. it probably hurt 

Sometimes living o n a small island 
like Denman can be like elementary 
schoo l. In this fa irly closed environment 
everybody ta lks about everybody else. 
During these dark. wet. dull days 

LETTE RBOX 

W ouldn't It Br Nice ... 
I'll call myself Jane Not 100 lo ng 

ago, someone who works in a 
professional capacity took me aside and 
expressed concern wit h some 
information that they had heard about 
my personal circumstance . Afier this 
blow to my solar plexus, I regained my 
composure and inquired as to \vho the 
informer(s) might be. The "prof' told 
me that he would ask the "concerned" 
party if they were willing to be identified 
(I am still waiting for a reply) 

Who's business is it anyway" Should 
not any "concerned" person who is 
willing to talk about ano ther perso~•s 
personal life be held accountable, 1e. 
"Well maybe you should talk to Jane 
yourself as I will be letting her know 
you've been talking with me." Would 
this no t be a way of nipping a heck of 
alot of gossip in the bud? 

Wouldn't it be nice ..... 
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"Prodigy," "Elora Jane," "Seaforth II," 
"Born Free," "Hesquiat," "R.B. Young" 
(coast guard), "Atlin Post" ( fisheries). 
"Pathfinderll." 

These were some of the boats 
participating in this year's roe herring 
fishery in Lambert Channel. From my 
window, I saw a pretty well regulated 
opening, no shooting sea lions. no 
"overtime" fishing, not much junk 
washed up on the shore, although I did 
find two dead seagulls, either shot or 

between winter and spring the nunour 
mill goes into overdrive I've heard 
some astounding things la tely As a 
result I've become a bit o f a recluse 
I've been the victim of stupid. hunful 
rumours at several periods o f my li le 
and I don't like hearing more 110 \\ I 

also resent being told spiteful little 
sto ries about my friends, acquaintances 
and even the people I don't know 

One of the really nasty aspects of t he 
rumour is that one is guilty until pro,·en 
innocent. In order for me to clear 

if people talked about their O \\ n affairs 
instead of the affairs of others - _1us1 
think what there would be left 10 ta lk 
about. 

Anatomy ofa Rumour 
from "Jane" 

Anti-feminism at IWD 
Three years ago, on the eighth of 

March I 99 1, I attended a \\ omen-o nly 
potluck dinner in celebration o f 
International Women's Day This was 
the year of the Greg Laine Incident 
when Greg, who had AIDS and 
expected to die, had come to the hall to 
say good-bye to Island women whom he 
felt had befriended him over the years. 
Instead, he was rudely heckled o ut of 
the building. That night I lost a lot faith 
in my community's women and began to 
think that perhaps Denman Island was 
no longer the haven I had thought it 
was. However, I told myself that this 

killed by eagles (they were a little too 
far gone to investigate.) 

As always, the hundreds of eagles 
and sea lions. the southeast gales 
interspersed with beautiful Spring 
weather and colours, not to mention the 
great shoals of spawning hening, makes 
March, at least on the East side of 
Denman Island, the most dramatic 
month of the year. 

Hi llel Wright 

myself I must present evidence. I've 
decided that the opinio ns of rumour 
mo ngers are beneath my consideration 
Public enemy Number One will die o f 
starvatio n if everyone stops feeding it 

My advise to us all is. Even if yo u 
are positive you have heard something 
that is true, before you pass on the 
tidbit, think about whose business it is. 
. .L\lmost certainly not yours 

Sarah Paddock 

\,as an isolated incident. one that 
couldn't possible happen again. 

Yet the 1992 IWD dinner contained 
ano ther equally o ffensive incident 
Several times during this evening. 
individual wo men stood up to make 
toasts to their mothers. their 
grandmothers. their sisters, and other 
important women in their lives. Then a 
woman who was visiting Denman stood 
up. as if to make a toast. and said to all 
the women in the room, "I'd like to 
apologize for the fact that there aren't 
twenty men here that we can forcefully 
kick out. Har har har .. " Her statement 
evoked a polite laug h from several 
women in the room. I, however, was 
shocked and couldn't believe I'd really 
heard what I'd thought I'd heard. Was it 
possible that a remark like that was 
being tolerated? Were we not above 
that kind of humour? Her statement 
was as o ffensive as a sexist or racist 
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joke. and as such. demanded an 
immediate rebuttal from one of the 
island's more assertive and outspoken 
women. (Two years ago I did NOT 
consider myself an assertive or 
outspoken woman.) However, no one 
else seemed at all concerned by her 
statement and IWD dinner continued. I , 
meanwhile, was enraged and found I 
couldn't stay there and be part of a 
group that would condone that kind of 
hatred. In my mind I thought, if these 
nice (and incidentally, mostly white) 
women will put down men now, who is 
next on thei r agenda? I left the dinner 
and hitch-hiked home feeling once 
again, that I could no longer trust my 
community 

- Page 8 -

Reverse misogyny is just as 
unacceptable and inappropriate as its 
counterpart. This year and in the future 
I will celebrate IWD with my family and 
friends (some of whom are male, all of 
whom are feminists) and will persevere 
with my own personal dream of a world 
that is safe and free from discrimination 
for all of us - regardless of race, 
religion, country of origin and yes, even 
sex. 

Name withheld by request. 

Danger, Bluffs Collapsing 
I would like to give a warning to 

those like me who enjoy the area of the 
Komas Bluffs that was logged by 
Weldwood some years back I have 

REPORTAGE: 
HILLEL WRIGHT, WES MICHIN 

fD/TORIAl: 
Hlllfl WRICHT, SARAH PADDOCK 
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Blue Skies - By Jane Masutani 

It had been raining a lot So much in 
fact. that when a gi rlfriend phoned with 
a suggestion that we "get o ff the 
#$%"&" rock and hit the S O S in 
Parksville" it was all I could do to stay 
earthbound. It sounded like the 
o pportunity of a lifetime. ( 11 had been 
raining an awful lot.) 

I had never been to 1his fabled 
second-hand store before, bu1 as soon 
as I stepped into the room I knew what 
I would find; row on row of acrylic 
sweaters with bold geometric appliques 
and sequins. and polyester blouses with 
the "floppy bow". My friend, catching 
the look o f desolation on my face, was 
quiok to reassure me that there were 
treasures to be found here if only one 

WENDY COLOM8Y 
WES MICHIN 

was diligent. Not having much choice in 
the matter, I shuftled through 1he 
flowered skirts and checkered shirts in a 
desultory sort of way 

"What does that book say?" a litt le 
girl's voice said. "The As1rologers 
Handbook", said a young boy. My 
pulse quickened. 

l have always been fascinated wi1h 
anything to do with the occult. I had 
my "chart" done years ago but I've never 
been able to make much out o f it really. 
It looks very impressive though with its 
druid-like symbols and brightly colored 
lines criss-crossing a circle. The little 
pocket books you find at the grocery 
check-outs never seem to clear anything 
up. They make statements that are 

enjoyed observing the slow collapse of 
these very steep, sandy slopes as an 
example of nature in action, appreciating 
the way in which the conflicts of wind, 
water and exposure are resolved within 
a variety of nature's delicate balancing 
acts. I recommend that people visit the 
area for just that education as well as for 
pleasure. However there are at least 
two places where erosion has now made 
a sudden and dangerous collapse a real 
possibility. With all the heavy rains of 
this past winter I now approach the 
edges of these bluffs with caution in 
more places than the two I have just 
mentioned. I would recommend that 
others do the same. Enjoy but make 
yourself familiar with what is going on 
under your feet. 

R. Newton, Denman Island 
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supposedly universal truths, and then 
blithely contradict them in the next 
breath. For instance: "Saturn in Pisces 
indicates that the native is sensitive 
(morbid), self-sacrificing (weak). Well. 
which one is it. huh? That's always been 
my beef. I mean it's nice to be self
sacrificing but nobody wants to be 
weak! 

The book that these children were 
handling looked big and weighty, a real 
tome of the astrologers art, and it had 
some inscrutable writing on the cover. I 
swiftly ambled over to a nearby shelf. 
and as soon as the children dropp~ it, it 
was mine. 

It was all there, I could see that at a 
glance, the meaning of life, the universe 

(Cont'd. Page 9) 

and everything. It was going to make 
great bedtime reading! The price sticker 
on the cover read 75 cents. The 
atmosphere wasn't exactly condusive to 
a study of the occult sciences, but I 
couldn't resist leafing through the pages 
I was desperately trying to remember 
something of my "chart" while all 
around me the talk was of "could I wear 
these shoes with this skirt do you 
think?" 

I had it ! Finally from memory I had 
dredged up that my sun was "square" 
saturn. I merrily flipped through the 
pages until I came face to face w ith 
"This square places obstacles in the way 

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 

Press Releases 
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of the native's self-expression and 
indicates a lifetime of hardship and 
drudgery." It was succinct. Cold 
shivers ran up and down my spine. My 
mind kept repeating the flowery couplet 
"Hardship and Drudgery." 

"Do you think this purple jacket is 
too tight?" My friend asked. "It's a bit 
hard to button up." "A bit hard." I 
parroted. numbly. I scanned the room. 
if one were doomed to a lifetime of 
hardship and drudgery this seemed like 
an appropriate enough hang-out. 

I became (morbid). My friend must 
have wondered what had ever possessed 
her to make a friend out of a deadbolt 

DAVID ESSIG Returns to Denman Hall ( Coffee House) 

Singer/songwrite r David Essig has 
been a mainstay on the Canadian folk 
music scene for over 20 years. at 
festivals like Mariposa & Winnipeg, on 
13 record a lbums or CD's, as producer 
of albums by Willie P. Bennet & Ca1hy 
Fink, & as composer of classics like 
"AJben's Cove," & "Paint Me a 
Picture." He has played in Australia. 
Europe. Japan. Korea, Hong Kong. 
Indonesia & Singapore, & hosted 
CBC's national country music show "Six 

Coffee Houses to Come: 

Days on the Road," from 1982-85. He 
currently lives on Thetis lsland. 

Last year. David played to a packed 
hall here on Denman. as part of DIACS' 
Concert Series. This year, he re turns to 
Denman as part of our popular Coffee 
House Series, at a price affordable to a 
wider range of our population. So come 
on out & don't miss this outstanding 
entertainer and artist . 

Doors open at 8 p m S how begins 
at 8 30 sharp. Limited open stage 

Friday, May 20 - Laurie Riley& Michael MacBean - Celtic harp duo 
Friday, June 17 - Coco Alcorn ~rio - Jazz vocalist & scat singer extraordinaire 
Friday, August 26 - "Travels w1t ~1 Charlie" returns * 
Saturday. August 27 - Bob Bossm - Singer/songwriter, Eco-comic. poet * 
Friday, September 23 - Colleen Eccleston - Dynamic original & Celtic music 

* 2nd Denman Island Poetry Festival 

NGOMA by Sara Wees 

NGOMA, a popular, world beat 
band from Vancouver, will be playing at 
the Denman Island Community Hall on 
April I 5 at a benefit for Clayoquot 

Sound. 

Organizers of the event are G. P . 
Vanier students, Tia McLennan and 
Sara Wees, grade 11. McLennan 
comments on the purpose of the benefit. 
"The Friends ofClayoquot need support 
in their cause. We wanted to help them 

like me. I think r spoke three sentances 
on the drive home. 

When I got home I ran to the 
bookshelf until I located my "chart". I 
had gotten it wrong. My sun was 
conjunct saturn, not squared. That 
improved my chances for happiness 
considerably! With that black cloud 
lifted, l sauntered into the kitchen 
flipped on the radio and danced a slov.: 
waltz to Willie Nelsons' "Blue Skies" 
Still. there must be some poor souls 
somewhere with thier sun square satu rn. 
pity. 

between David's sets Jam 10 follow 1he 
show. $5 members/$2 teens 
Refreshments available Info 335-
1051 (Hillel) 
"If you think Mississippi John Hurt & 
Carl Jung don't have much in common, 
you have yet 10 meet David Essig." 
C BC Radio 
"Transcendent cowboy blues "Victoria 
TIME-COLONIST 
"One of the premier guitarist s & folk 
songwriters 111 Canada "Calgary 
HERALD 

out by donating money and this seemed 
like a terrific way to do it." 

The band usually starts and ends the 
dance with their now infamous Batucata 
drum sessions. These sessions last about 
30 minutes and as NGOMA dancers 

(Cont'd. Page I 0) 



well know, thoroughly exhaust 
everyone. 

The band members use percussio n 
instmments to enhance the overall 
fullness of their unique sound. Other 
instruments include alto and soprano 
saxophones, trumpet, bass guitar, 
electric guitars, penny whistle, recorder, 
bongos, and vocals. 

The style and the energy of this 
down to earth band keeps a person 
swinging on the dance floor all night. 
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McLennan says that they incorporate 
almost every type of rhythm into their 
music. "And their energy ts 
contagious." 

NGOMA members are friendly and 
often stay to meet the public after the 
show. 

A bar is avai lable, but drinkers are 
asked not to overindulge or to find a 
sober driver to give them a lift home. 
There wi ll also be a kitchen serving 
snack food, pop, and juice. Any 

DENMAN ISLAND ARTS AND CRAFTS SOCIETY 

CO NCERTS DENMAN is proud 
to present Margo Kane in 
"MOON LODGE" 

This is a play which celebrates 
Native Spirituality and womanhood with 
dance, drum, humour, storytelling and 

MiN US TiDES Magazine out next month 

Next deadline: April I 
Next issue: April 25 (v. 7, # I) 

Memories of childhood emerged as 
the main theme in the forthcoming 
MiNUS TiDES, Denman Island's little 
international literary magazine. Stories 
by award winning Metis writer Joanne 
Arnott (author of WfLES of 
GIRLHOOD and MY GRASS 
CRADLE), Denman writer Josephine de 

BOOK REVIEW 

song. A much-acclaimed production 
which has toured Canada to rave 
reviews 

Tickets for the MOONLODGE are 
$IO (adults) $9 (students) in advance at 
the D. I General Store, Hornby Gas Bar 

Vries-Kollee, & Vancouver writer 
Shoshanna Ray Wiley all deal with the 
problems of adopted children, but each 
fro m a different point of view Jeronimo 
Miller' s story takes us 10 Tulsa, 
Oklahoma in 1956, when Elvis Presley 
comes to town ... and to Jerry's father's 
clo thing store. 

Poems by Japanese poet Shiori 
Tsuchiya, Vancouver writers Alan 
Alvare. Ban Campbell & T. Crane, & 

THE CHAMBERED NAUTILUS By Allan Barr (Thistledown Press, 1992) 
review for TlDELlNE - By Paula LeBaron 

THE CHAMBERED NAUTI LIS is 
a very readable collect io n of poetry and 
short prose by former Saskatchewan 
native, now BC resident, Allan Barr. 
His work will likely strike a chord with 
many readers, as he recounts the travails 
of daily life - anger, irony, humour & 
anguish. lf Barr's writing is a little short 
on happiness, it nevertheless would 
appear that he is intent o n discovering it. 
His work is deeply personal and often 
quite moving. 

-My own favourite is a prose piece 
too long to print here in its entire ly, so 
here are the first three paragraph of 
"Distant Friends" : 

"The mail slides through the door slot 
and lands o n the carpet like a bomb. 
The cat. w hich had been asleep on my 
lap, digs in its back nails and leaps safely 
under the co uch. I don't blame it. 
Nothing good ever comes in the mail. 

"I carry the letters, held carefully 
away from my body, back to my chair. 
The mail is dominated by a fat, 
malevolent yellow envelope sealed with 
buff strapping tape. l set that aside for 
later. Maybe this time there'll be good 
news in the other envelopes, but the big 
yellow one is serious business. 

"A postcard from Mazatlan: a burro 
in shades and flip-flops, reclining on a 

donations to the kitchen are much 
appreciated. 

Tickets are priced at $8 for adults, 
$6 for teens, and free for 12 and under, 
but as this is a benefit, donations are 
welcomed with enthusiasm! 

Hope to see you dancing to the 
rhythmic tunes of NGOMA on Denman 
lsland soon! 

and Laughing Oyster Books. At the 
door. tickets are $12 and $ I I 

The Last Concert of the series is: 
Saturday April 23rd -duo pianists, 
ANAGNOSON & KINTON 

Cumberland's Allan Barr. & art by 
Phoebe Buckland. Richard Johnson. 
Hans Jungmann, Lorraine Smith & 
Daniel van Heest round o ut the issue. 

We still have limited space. Write 
to Mi NUS TiDES 

Site #50. Box # I 0 
Denman Island, B.C V0R I TO 

and include SASE if you want your 
o riginal \VOrk returned 

fold-out lounge chair. Beside the chair 
is a balloon glass filled with green liquid. 
On the back of the card is my name, my 
address, and a message: 'Claire has got 
dysentery o r something . Leaving today 
(Jan 17) for La Paz. See you soon, 
Love Angie.' I have no idea who these 
people are. It is September here." 

Allan Barr lives in Cumberland, B.C. 
His short story " Visit from Lloyd 
appeared in the 1991 JOURNEY PRIZE 
ANTHOLOGY (McClelland & 
Stewart). 

- Page 11 -

COMMUNITY NEWS 
LIBRARY NOTES: The Niqht Manaqerby John LeCarre, Without Remor5e by Tom Clancy, and Pleading Guilty by Scott 
Turow, are now in hardcover in the library. We also have 8achelor 8rot:her5 ' 8ed and 8reakfa5t by CBC poet laureate Bill 
Richardson. It captures t he flavour of island life quite nicely up to page 136, when he introduces skunks to the Gulf 
Islands. There are no skunks on the islands. The library has acquired phone directories for Vancouver and most Down 
Island communities. 

The next Writer's Group meeting is scheduled for 2:15 p.m. April 4 . 
COMMUNITY CLUB NEWS 
Community Club elections are less than 3 months away (June 3. 1994). The hall really needs "new blood" as many of the 
"old gang" have been at the j ob since the late '80s. So if you're interested in helping to organize dances. concerts. 
coffee houses. fairs, workshops, or the many other Community Club activities, come to our meetings at the Hall. 2nd 
Thursday of each month at 3 p.m., and consider taking a place on the executive committee for '94/'95. 
COMMUNITY I/All CALENDER 
Friday, March 25 
Wednesday, April 6 
Thursday Apr il 7 
Friday, April 8 
Friday, April 15 

"Moonlodge", with Margo Kane (DIACS ). 8 p.m. 
Vet Clinic, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., Appointments call 338-0537 

Ratepayer's sponsors a lecture on bears. 7:30 p.m. 
Coffee House with David Essig (see ar ticle in this issue) 8 p.m. 
Dance with Ngoma (see article in this issue) 8 p.m. 

tKw~foH0 ~½ 0 

BOOKKEEPING SERVICES 
335-0981 

'BASIC' Individual Tax Returns 
L-ich \.V,.xlnc-suc1y fro m March 30th. to April 13th. 

10 :\ .. \\. - 2 P.M. 
Drop- in ... £.o cc1 lcu in Pete r Titchener's 

C hiro prc1cti , O ffice be hind the Denman Store 

ENVIRONMENT 
"The Pellet People" 

HOME HEATING & RECREATIONAL FIRES 
SALES - SERVICE - INSTALLATION 

* GOOD USED FREESTANDING 
WOODSTOVES, $300 - $450 

CHRIS SMITH 
PHONE/ FAX: 335-0050 

5455 ISLAND HIGHWAY, UNION BAY 

Graham Brazier 
9900 Green Hill Rd. 
Denman Island, B. C. 

V0R 1T0 

ANTIQUE WICKER 
RESTORATION & SALES 

335-1262 
GREEN HILL WICKER 

RESTORATION 

• 4,, 

~~NDENMAN 
FAMILY HAIR DESIGN 

Sandy Shaffer 
3590 Northwest Rd. 
Denman Isl. B.C. VOR lTO 

335-0155 

GENERAL STORE-DENMAN 
Denman Island 
General Store & 
Ca/eon the Rock 

- POST OFFICE & LIQUOR AGENCY -
- COMMISSIONER OF OATHS -

*** OPEN 7 DAYS PER WEEK*** 

STORE: 335-2293 
Open 7:30am daily (1 0am Sun/ Hal) 

Close 7:30pm (9pm Fri/Sat; 6:30pm Sun) 

CAFE: 335-2999 
Open 7:30am daily (10am Sun/ Hol) 

Close 7pm (9pm Fri/Sat; 6:30pm Sun) 

Phone orders accepted -Special orders can be arranged 



. BUCKERFIELDS · DELI MEATS g CHEESES * GROCERIES 

G LEN 'S VIDEO HITS 
Now over 1525 m ovies 

to choose from 

MOVIE TIME SPEC IA L • 

AUTHORIZED 
BUCKERFIELD'S 

1 tttMffl@M FEED DEALER 

A NIMAL FEED Take 2 new re leases 
l - 2 litre pop 

1 - box Nalley's c hips 
$8.88 + tax 

OR 
Take 5 regular movies 

l - 2 litre pop 
1 - box Nalley's chips 

$7.77+tax 

REGULAR MOVIE SPECIAL 
5 movies 5 days $5 + tax 

REG . NINTENDO GAMES 
6 games 3 days $6 + tax 

(Machine rentals available) 

NOWIN 
20 Supernintendo games 

35 nintendo games 

Sun. 12pm - 6:30pm 
Mon. - Thurs. 10am - 6:30pm 

Fri. - Sat. 10am - 8pm 
On Denman across from the Hall 

Call us!! 335-0451 

COMING SOON 
Mar. 23 What· s Love Got 

To Do With It 
Mar. 30 Fatherhood 
Apr. 6 Age Of Innocence 
Apr. 6 Beverly Hillb illies 
Apr. 6 Bronx Tale 
Apr. 13 Carlito·s Way 
Apr. 13 Cool Running 
Apr. 13 Malice 
Apr. 20 Another Stakeout 
Apr. 26 Mrs. Doubtfire 
Apr. 26 Batman Mask Of 

Phantasm 

No more fre ight cha rges 
Same prices as to·.,-✓n 
Volume d iscount for 

5 bags or more 

PET FEED 
Ask for your PET C LUB CARD 

5% off purchases 

LAWN & GARDEN SEED 
Now in - vegetable,J lower 

& herb seeds 
Slow-grow, No-mow 

meadow mix 
Low growing white c lover 
Superfront & Superback 

g rass seed 
S l off 2kg bags Supe rfront 

reg. $12.99. now $1 1.99 

BIRD SEED 

1 O"k off. while supplies last 

- WE ACCEPT VISA, MASTERCARD 8 DIRECT PAYMENT CARDS 

DE~IJ'l\~\i'I J-Jj\RJ)'JV~\RE 
335-2400 

Now available for your garden: 
Seed starte r Mix 
Potting Soll 
Complete Organic Fertilizer 
Mushroom Manure 
Per1ite 
Vermic ulite 

3676 Denman Rd. 

Bonemeal 
Kelp Meal 
Canola Meal 
Dlatomaceous Earth 
Dolomtte Lime 
Peat Moss 

Mon - Sat 9:30 - 5:30 

NEW BEGINNING 
HAIR STUDIO 
• QUALLA BIOLOGICAL PRODUCTS • 

Keep in touch with today's need for a 
more perfect balance In the world of hair care 

(REFILLABLE PROGRAM) 

Jackie Telep 335 600 ( Behind the General Store ) - 1 

::'.tl;;;;::r- :p H 0 o~~~~~:30 ;~ ~;A77 3 l 
3676 DENMAN AD (AT DENMAN HARDWARE) 

Custom Lumbermill Work 
Woodmizer Bandsaw Mill 

36" Diam. - 21' le ng th c apacity 
Will c ut your logs on site to any dime nsio n 

Pa ul Scanlon 335-0577 

Turtle Shell Secondhand & Consignment 
Opening Apri l 1st (Behind the General Store) 


