
The Airbnb article by Mr. Doucet in the summer issue of 

Plan Canada seems to infer that Airbnb only caters to mass 

tourism. I disagree. Through my experiences with Airbnb, I 

found that guests were often people who were visiting family 

and friends in a local area. I have witnessed grandmothers visiting 

their grandchildren and staying in an Airbnb because they could not 

afford steep hotel prices and family members attending a wedding, 

visiting friends and family in hospital or staying to support their 

children at school.

An Australian study in Sydney covering the period from August 

2012 to July 2013 found that Airbnb contributed $214 million to the 

Sydney economy, and that the city’s suburbs and local areas benefited 

from visitor tourism that they would otherwise have not seen. The 

study found Airbnb complementary to the existing tourist industry, as 

80% of listings were outside the main tourist areas, and guests spent 

an average of $1,042 in the neighbourhood where they were staying 

(Australian Bureau of Statistics – 2016).
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The City of Vancouver has legalized Airbnb as of April 2018, as long 

as hosts get a business licence, hosts lives in their primary residence 

with the guest room(s), and the stay is for less than 30 days. The 

host must educate the guest in local customs around recycling and 

parking regulations. Life safety equipment must be in the home. In 

Hawaii, my understanding is that the hosts pay a tax that may then be 

put towards affordable housing to benefit the local population.

Until Airbnb, the only options were hotels, bed and breakfasts, 

timeshares, and hostels. In my experience, Airbnb has democratized 

travel, has created options for travellers and has contributed to stronger 

family connections and support. I do recommend policy to ensure that 

someone does not purchase several apartments in a building to rent out 

on Airbnb, which is presently an issue in Munich and some other cities. 

I also recommend following the City of Vancouver and Maui’s lead where 

the Airbnb rooms are licensed and taxed and there are then options 

to use the tax revenue to go towards affordable housing. Airbnb is an 

important part of today’s sharing economy. 
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