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“Reporters do not simply 

report the news. They help 

create it. They are not 

objective observers, but 

subjective participants.”

Introduction
➢ Traditional news media relies 

on exciting current events to 

gain massive viewership to 

profit.

➢ This goal could result in biased 

reporting that does not show 

the true nature of the events.

➢ Reporting can have 

instrumental effects on the 

terrorist landscape in the 

country.

Methods
➢ We conducted discourse 

analysis of 15 different articles 

from 3 major news sources in 

Canada (CBC, Global, CTV).

➢ We took an inductive 

approach where we read the 

articles and coded each 

statement based on its 

connotations. 

➢ After doing this we rated the 

articles on how our group 

members’ perceived fear of 

being victimized by terrorism 

was impacted by the article. 

Results
➢ After conducting the discourse 

analysis we found that 

Canadian News sources tend to 

be very objective when 

describing terrorist activities.

➢ An exception to this is when they 

are describing domestic 

terrorism, they were less likely to 

use explicit language to 

describe the attack as terrorist 

than if it were occurring abroad.

➢ Our rankings on our perception 

of fear of terrorism victimization 

were extremely low. 

Discussion
➢ Though many people may call 

for censorship placed upon the 

media after a terrorist attack, 

the Canadian media already 

constrains themselves and does 

not publish information that 

could be damaging to 

Canadian public safety.

➢ Is the media avoiding labelling 

‘home-grown’ terrorists as 

terrorists as they want to avoid 

tarnishing our reputation? We 

must be cautious of this bias as it 

could have significant 

consequences.

Combs, C.C. (2011). Terrorism in the twenty-first century. 6th ed. Boston: Longman.
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