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Pamela Mar 
Nanaimo Historical Society. Thursday, September 11, 2003. The society is just beginning its 51st 
year. At tonight's regular meeting, the speaker is Margaret Cadwaladr, author and photographer. 
Margaret has researched the life of Veronica Milner and the development of Milner's gardens at 
Qualicum Beach. 
 
[recording stops and restarts] 
 
[unidentified female speaker] 
She has been vice-president of the Federation of BC Writers, Canadian Association of 
Photographic Art, Garden Writers of America. I understand that she is a very entertaining speaker, 
and tonight she's speaking about [In] Veronica's Garden, which she has researched the life of 
Veronica Milner and the development of both her gardens. And her book is wonderfully illustrated 
with her photos and it would make a wonderful Christmas gift, I'm sure. So, welcome to Margaret. 
 
[applause] 
 
[recording stops and restarts] 
 
Margaret Cadwaladr 
...here in Nanaimo and getting a chance to talk to all of you folks. This book really is a history 
book. It's a garden history book. So I think it really does belong here, probably more than in some 
of the garden clubs that I've spoke at. 
 
So, Milner Gardens and Woodland is a 70-acre estate in Qualicum Beach that now belongs, it 
belongs now to the university-college. But I think it's a little bit different than some of the other 
college programs. It doesn't get any money from Malaspina at all. They own it, but it's very much 
like the kinds of things that you're talking about here tonight, I suppose, with the mine sites, a 
historical, kind of, relic that has to, kind of, stand on its own. So there is a society, and it really, 
kind of, depends upon the visiting public. So one of the things that I do is to speak about the 
garden quite a bit.  
 
I met Mrs. Milner, Veronica Milner, in 1996, when Malaspina took over the gardens. My husband 
was actually the director of the garden, so that was how we came to know Veronica. And she was 
an incredibly interesting woman. And soon after I met her, I went on a trip to Ireland with my 
mother. And it was absolutely nothing to do with Veronica at all, but Veronica told me that when I 
went to Ireland, I had to go and visit Glin Castle where she had lived. And I went to Glin Castle 
and I met her son there. And he is the 28th hereditary Knight of Glin. And another photograph of 
the two of us talking. Well, it was actually Desmond talking with his arms like this, telling me what 
a difficult, horrible woman his mother was. [laughter] 
 
You know, I'd just met this woman kind of briefly. Anyway, I started doing this research, and I'd 
heard all of these stories about Veronica, about what a difficult woman she was. And I began 
writing my book. I got the manuscript completed, and I sort of thought, well, it's one thing for all 
these people and Desmond to say what a difficult woman she was, his mother was. It would be 
quite another thing for me to publish a book and put this in it! So, I sent him, thinking the prudent 



thing to do would be to send him a copy of the manuscript, which I did. And lo and behold, he 
actually insisted that I come to Ireland. And he gave me access to his father's diaries, which dated 
from 1925 until he passed away in 1949, and Veronica's personal letters - by this time she'd 
passed away - and her letters that started in about the 1920s and went through until her own 
death in 1998, as well as some other materials I was able to gather. And I spent a lot of time with 
Veronica as well. She knew I was doing this and she approved and was somewhat helpful. But 
she was really quite elderly when I met her. And her memory was [varied], it started going. 
 
So that's just a little bit of background. The first thing I'll do is show you some photographs of the 
garden. How many people here have been to the garden? A few people, actually, quite a few. 
OK. Well, I'll start off here. OK. OK. 
 
So, as I say, the estate is 70 acres. It's 60 acres of old-growth and second-growth forest. It's a 
pine and Douglas-fir forest. This boardwalk was put in by the students and by some of the folks 
who work there. This is just some slides of the garden throughout the year. So those of you who 
have been there know that you start off, you're encouraged to walk down the trail, through the 
forest. And as you get closer to the house, it becomes more and more of a formal type of garden. 
And there are about 500 rhododendrons in the garden. This is a photograph of how the garden 
looks pretty well now, it looks much like this. I just took this photograph, actually a couple of weeks 
ago.  
 
06:30  
 
So there is the little boy and the dolphin, classical statues in the fall there. It's a winter... The 
garden is open from April until the end of October. But really, throughout the year, there is 
something of interest in this garden. Hellebores starts in about January. I was telling some folks, 
I spoke in Boston and in Toronto last year, and it was such a cold, bitterly cold winter back there. 
I actually had to be kind of careful, because I didn't like to tell people this is what the garden looks 
like now when they were covered in snow still. The breakup was at the beginning of, first day of 
spring. The more classical statues in the garden, a little Pan there. Again, this is early spring.  
 
Now, this photograph is one that I took, and I always tell a story about it. We spent a lot of time 
with Veronica. We would take her out for rides in the car, we would be… We were invited to tea 
and for dinner. And we were there at least two or three times a week. And to give you a little bit 
of a story about what she was like. We took her out in the car one day, and she was getting into 
the car. She looked around and she saw these tulips, and they were tulips that some of the 
students from the horticulture program at Malaspina had planted in the garden. A local 
businessman had donated boxes and boxes of bulbs to the garden, and the students dutifully 
planted them up. And Veronica came out of the house, and she was getting into the car, and she 
looked around at those tulips. And she looked at my husband and she said, "Do that again and 
I'll kill you." [laughter]  
 
Because that was really not her idea of what a garden should be. To her, this was really hideous 
and vulgar, those red tulips there. Now, I'll talk a little bit more about where Veronica was coming 
from. Because at first, you know, we were sort of going, "Well...OK. You got some death threats, 
but we can take more than that." [laughter] 
 
So here's another photograph of the garden. You can see it's not really a uniquely trimmed kind 
of garden. And we've had people come down and they're expecting Butchart Gardens, you know, 
they'll be bedding plants everywhere. But that was really not what Veronica had in mind at all. 
There we are in the fall. The fall's actually a beautiful time in the garden. It's actually very quiet 



there in October, and yet there's a lot of beautiful fall colours. This is a wisteria that tried to... You 
can't even really see it there, but it climbed way, way up into a Douglas-fir at the corner of the 
garden.  
 
So, Veronica was actually born in England. She was a member of the British aristocracy. Her 
mother was a first cousin of Winston Churchill. Veronica and her family were, kind of, poor 
relations to a lot of the wealthy and powerful family members. Her mother had married against 
her parents' wishes. And they had, kind of, cut her out of the wealth and the influence in the family. 
But Veronica's grandmother had started three schools for girls and Veronica went to one of them. 
She had nannies and governesses when she was a very tiny girl. And then went to a boarding 
school. She's not actually in the photograph. This photograph was taken a year after Veronica 
left. Veronica was not… She was a very strong-willed person. She certainly was as a woman 
when we knew her. But I think she always had been.  
 
She did have school for about a year and a half. She studied botany amongst other things. But 
one of the teachers insulted her in suggesting that her hands weren't smooth. And Veronica ran 
away, and ran to her grandmother's estate, which was about nine miles away. And at the end of 
the term, they took her out of school. When she was a bit older, she did go to finishing school in 
Europe. But that was really pretty typical, actually, for British aristocratic women. They didn't have 
a lot of education. And it was certainly true for Veronica. But she did have a very, just a small bit 
of education.  
 
Veronica came out in court when, you know, that's what the term "coming out" meant at that time, 
when she was presented to the king. And she went to a lot of parties as a young woman. And the 
idea was to meet a very suitable and very wealthy young man. Veronica did meet a young man 
when she was 19 years old. She met an Anglo-Irish fellow called Desmond FitzGerald. And she 
married him. And it seems like it would be very romantic to live in a castle in Ireland. But this was 
1929. It was a very few years after the end of the civil war and after Ireland had gained its 
independence. Things were actually really tough, and had been for a long time in Ireland for both 
the Irish and the Anglo-Irish. They were absolutely despised by the Irish. About 200 of these 
country homes had been burned out by the old IRA, and they actually came to Glin Castle and 
threatened to burn it out. And the old knight, who was still alive, drove them away.  
 
The old knight was still alive when Veronica, this very strong-willed, young woman, came to live 
at the castle. Veronica was about six feet tall and certainly was a very formidable person. When 
she came to this castle, there was no electricity, there was no indoor plumbing. The contents of 
the castle had been sold in a bankruptcy sale. So things were actually pretty grim.  
 
13:45  
 
And the old knight was in a wheelchair, he'd had a stroke, he'd lost his wife in childbirth when his 
son, Veronica's husband, had died. He was a very, very, very cantankerous old man, who 
absolutely despised Veronica. So, it wasn't a happy situation all the way around.  
 
So here's Veronica and her husband. And if anybody's seen the movie Gosford Park, that was 
exactly the life that they led. They would go from country house to country house in England and 
in Ireland, and have weekend parties, in this case a shooting party, and garden parties. Veronica 
and Desmond had been married three years when this photograph was taken. They had a child, 
another child was on the way. And Desmond discovered that his beautiful bride was having a love 
affair. So things had been really bad, and they actually got a lot worse. [laughter] 
 



This was during the Depression. Ireland had, as you know, most of the world did, had a terrible, 
terrible time during the Depression, [being involved] in a trade war with England. Oh, here's the 
diaries. I was going to tell you there, so I'll remember to tell you about the [inaudible], notes upon 
which I based a lot of the research.  
 
Things got so bad in the marriage. Desmond had tuberculosis. For many years, they didn't know 
what was wrong with him. And maybe it wasn't tuberculosis to start with, but he was diagnosed 
with tuberculosis in 1944. And one of the quotes, this will give you an idea of what the marriage 
was like, is he's lying in bed, and he says, "Veronica is nagging and cursing me day and night. 
Oh God, I hope I die soon." [laughter] So, it was, sort of, wading through all of this stuff, you know, 
I'm kind of jet lagged when I'm over there. But, and then I photographed a lot of the pages from 
the diaries.  
 
So things were pretty grim. But despite that, Veronica and her husband really shared a love of 
the garden. And one of the things, if you have been to Milner Gardens you will notice, that this pic 
almost looks kind of familiar. The grass is left to grow long with spring bulbs in it. And I thought, 
"Hmm, this is interesting." And as I began to do the research and actually from talking to Veronica, 
although she never mentioned his name, but one of the names that did come up in the diary was 
Sir Frederick Moore. And Moore was a very good friend of William Robinson. And Robinson was 
a very, very famous Victorian garden writer. And he was such a famous writer, and is so respected 
amongst garden historians. His books that were published in... One of the books, The Wild 
Garden, was published in 1870. And it's still in print. So that just gives you an idea of how 
influential this man was. 
 
So this was the period that gave us the British Empire. What was happening was the plant hunters 
were going out into the world, especially the parts of the British Empire, and bringing plants back 
to Kew Gardens in England where they were given Latin names. And they would go into the 
conservatories and to these country homes. And Robinson was very involved in this, as was Sir 
Frederick Moore. Moore was, actually, had been the director of the Royal Botanic Garden at 
Glasnevin, which is just outside Dublin. And until Ireland became independent… It's now the 
National Botanic Garden, but it had been the Royal Botanic Garden, had a lot of links with Kew 
Gardens in England. And they would correspond back and forth. 
 
So the other thing that was happening at that period of time, is that a lot of the gardens were very 
much... Butchart is, in fact, an example of a Victorian garden. But it was bedding plants that they 
were, are in Butchart. And Robinson came up with this idea. Well, he didn't actually come up with 
it, he's a bit of a… He plagiarized a lot. But, I mean, he certainly popularized the idea of taking 
plants from around the world. He just absolutely despised bedding plants. He said, you know, 
they made garden graveyards twice a year. He said the garden became a graveyard with the 
spring bulbs, you know, before the bedding plants came in. And they were all ripped out in the 
fall. And he just thought, well, that was the most horrible thing possible. So he thought that he 
would take these plants from around the world, and you would find homes for them in a similar 
kind of climate, or in a situation where they would naturalize. So that's what he was doing. The 
idea of keeping the long grass was exactly the kind of thing that William Robinson would have 
approved of. He probably would have approved of Veronica's comment about killing my husband. 
Some of the… When you read about him, one of the comments was that he was a very pugilistic 
writer. He, you know, was that way. 
 
This is another... These photographs, this one and the one before, were taken in Glin Castle, in 
the garden now. So you see the long grass, and what Veronica was saying actually made perfect 
sense. That that was the style of garden she was hoping to achieve here.  



20:10  
 
Another thing that Veronica did was she was an artist, and [inaudible] pretty bad. And she was off 
on her own really a lot. And she studied art and painting and that became a big influence in her 
garden design. But she, when I met her, everybody she would say, "Well, what's your name? 
What was your maiden name? What was your mother's maiden name?" And she would... 
Everybody that she met. And she would want to classify them as either Anglo-Saxons, Celts, you 
know. I mean, she'd get everybody all, kind of, organized like this. Or Normans, who were the top 
of the top. And of course, she was a Norman, her family was the Villiers family, so they were the 
top of the top in her mind. But she'd meet people and she was really a racist. There was somebody 
that she met and she said, "Well, what kind of a name do you have? What is that name?"  
 
And he said, "Well, it's Italian."  
 
And she said, "How unfortunate." [laughter] 
 
Anyway, this was all very peculiar because it was almost like an obsession with her. And again, 
by just tracing back some of the folks who popped up in the diary, it became really clear that 
Veronica was very involved at the tail end of the Celtic or Irish revival. And that was Yates, and 
all of those people in Ireland, you know, from in the early part of the 20th century. And they 
absolutely believed in fairies. But Veronica believed in fairies. And she believed that there's fairies 
in the garden and in the house at Qualicum Beach. And we have people come in the garden and 
they see the fairies too. So, whatever. 
 
But when I traced it back, that's exactly where those ideas came from. You know, she came upon 
those ideas quite legitimately, you know, those people really did. And that was one of the things 
they did was recorded the fairy stories, and they would dress in the manner of the Irish, [of the 
west] of Ireland. This photograph is one I took there, as Veronica had... Well, she talked about 
The Burren where this is, in County Clare. So that was one of the stops I made. 
 
Another one of Veronica's friends in Ireland. As I say, she was 19 when she married and moved 
there. This is Lord Dunraven, he's probably in about his 70s when the photograph was taken. And 
he and his wife, the countess Eva, were some of Veronica's best friends. The Anglo-Irish who did 
stay in Ireland, who didn't go back to England, were a very, very small, tight-knit group. And Lord 
Dunraven was also a big influence on her. And he would teach his dinner guests, when they would 
go for house parties, he would teach them the Latin names of plants and trees. And then they'd 
go into the big dining room and have dinner and all the servants would be dressed in moss green. 
 
So Desmond passed away, as I said, in 1944. And before he died, he'd come to North America. 
No, he died in 1949. In 1944, sorry, they came to North America and Veronica had told me she 
remembered reading in a paper that there was some research going on about a cure for 
tuberculosis. And sure enough, when I went back and did the research, that was a time when 
streptomycin was being developed. And they actually went and saw doctors from the Mayo Clinic 
and so on.  
 
But on the train, they met a very nice Canadian named Milner. And [we got] in the diaries that 
they met this man. And they actually kept in touch over the years. And Ray Milner was the fellow. 
He was an Edmonton lawyer. His wife passed away in 1952. And he immediately made a beeline 
for Veronica. By this time she was living in the castle in Ireland, was in really desperate financial 
straits, and in 1954, she married in a red satin dress. She told me she didn't know anything about 



Ray Milner except that he was conservative. And she sort of left unsaid that he was also a very 
rich man. And, you know, I think that was part of the appeal. 
 
But, Veronica and Ray there. Veronica absolutely towered over Ray. But they actually had quite 
a good marriage. I think she really did respect him, and I think he actually really, kind of, knew 
how to deal with her. And so they got along quite well. Ray passed away in 1975. Ray was also 
a very prominent Canadian. He was a Companion of the Order of Canada. And yet, he really 
wanted to remain out of the history books. One of his big achievements is he was one of the 
people behind the Trans-Canada pipeline, the gas pipeline. And he was a lawyer, had offices at 
the law firm. It's still in existence in Edmonton and Calgary. And this is a picture of the house in 
Qualicum, but an old photograph. But this was his summer home. He'd purchased it in 1937 with 
his wife Rina. Some of those trees have fallen down now, the ones up the driveway there.  
 
This is another, just a couple of Islanders, Ted and Mary Greig. And they were very well known 
in their time as rhododendron hybridizers, they still are very well known. In 1965, they jointly won 
the American Rhododendron gold medal. And so they became friends with Veronica. And they 
were really the people who helped her with the garden, especially Mary. Ted didn't have a lot of 
use for Veronica. Her son told me that he used to just snort whenever Veronica's name came up. 
But anyway, Mary and Veronica remained quite good friends. So, they would travel a lot, and 
bring things back to the house.  
 
The house if you've... It's been open, or the garden has been open for three years, and now the 
house is open as well, for people who went early on. And you can see some of what was in there. 
Things like the wallpaper are original. Veronica bought this on a trip to Paris. She would go along 
with Ray while he travelled, and she would shop, basically. The dining room furniture is original 
dining room furniture. This photograph was actually taken during Veronica's day. There was 
always flowers on the table. And the candelabra are gone, but the rest of the dining room is pretty 
much as it was.  
 
So here's Veronica with her staff. This photograph was taken in 1987. She always had dogs. She 
just loved her dogs. She told me when she 88 years old that she'd never had her hands in 
dishwater. She had servants and staff throughout her life. So that's her secretary sitting beside 
her. And her three Indian servants and the dogs. And she felt that dogs can read your mind, they 
know more about what's going on in the world than people do. And so, anyway, there they are. 
 
Preparing for visitors! So, Charles and Diana came to the garden, spent a day there. Veronica 
was actually related, distantly but related, to Diana. Veronica's grandmother was Cornelia 
Spencer-Churchill, who was... Churchill thanked Cornelia, you know, in his biography, she 
appeared. And [if you think] Spencer, but back over several generations. And there's some stuff 
in the book about, in Morton's book, about Diana. And I just thought that was kind of funny. When 
I was doing research reading that, and he was saying that people will remember that Diana fainted 
when she opened Expo. And she said, you know, she's quoted as saying, Morton said, that "she 
hadn't had anything to eat for days and days and days." And this is a photograph taken the day 
before she fainted. And so she may have just been a bit confused, or she may have vomited it 
up. I mean, who knows? But there she is. So I thought that was kind of interesting.  
 
30:12  
 
So, the Queen and Prince Philip also came and stayed there. They actually stayed at the estate 
for three days, and that's in '87. So here's Veronica with the Queen and Prince Philip. During that 
time, Veronica actually had to vacate the premises, all of her personal belongings had to be 



removed. Veronica had made so many enemies, and people really did interpret things that she 
did, you know, in the most terrible way. And, you know, there was a lot of rumours around that 
she really benefited and really profited by having the Queen stay there, that she had all this stuff 
done. But I actually spoke to the person in Victoria who's in charge of the royal visits and he said, 
really, there were things done, but it was the kind of thing that's always done when the Queen 
comes to visit. Of course there was tremendous security. So Veronica actually had to leave her 
own house and stayed in a local hotel. And then the Queen invited her down for tea just before 
she left on the [inaudible] to thank her.  
 
So here's Veronica, this is one of the last photographs. The last thing I'd like to do is just read a 
little section of the book. I can read here, it's just fine. 
 
"Veronica's health began to seriously decline. She had to rely on a walker and then a wheelchair. 
Her voice became very soft, apparently due to a thyroid problem. In February 1998, I found her 
propped in bed on pillows, tea placed at the foot of the bed for me. Veronica pointed out various 
objects in the room. Photos of her mother and father, her children, and grandchildren sat in a 
dusty jumble by her bed. She had a small flask of alcohol by the side of her bed. A hand-painted 
box full of cookies sat beside it. I seriously doubted that she'd be able to attend her 89th birthday, 
planned for later that month. She gathered her strength for the event, however, and was at her 
most charming. Wearing a new, teal dress, she toasted the garden and expressed her happiness 
with the way things were unfolding. 
 
Throughout the spring and the early summer, she took her tea on the veranda when she was able 
to. The camellias began to bloom, tucked in the shade near the house, red and variegated yellow. 
A pink bush bloomed near the veranda. Veronica was wrapped snuggly under blankets. Birds 
worked at the feeder. A robin moved in the shrubs near the front of the house. The tea was hot 
and sweet. Veronica said proudly, 'I'm an outdoor girl.' 
 
In August, she had surgery on her knee despite her advanced years. Veronica became depressed 
when she could no longer go out into the garden. 'Better to die than live like this,' she said. 'What's 
the point of living if I can't go out into my garden?' She longed to return to Glin, but it had been so 
difficult on her last visits that the family felt they could not tolerate her presence. Her son Desmond 
visited during the year and kept in touch by telephone and fax.  
 
On November 5, 1998, some trees were still in splendid fall colours. There had been relatively 
little rain after a hot, dry summer. Leaves had fallen off of trees, first due to a lack of rain, then the 
lessening sunshine. The garden receded, as red and yellow leaves floated on the pond. Leaves 
piled up on the forest floor as the earth reclaimed them, taking them back, bruised and blackening, 
the litter of the garden cycle. 
 
As fog began to roll in, the sea became flat, lost in white light. The air smelled dank. Chestnuts 
shattered prickly burrs to reveal shining nuts. The wisteria, now yellowed, sagged its way up a 
Douglas-fir standing on colourless grass. A few pieces of fruit that had not fallen and few late 
roses were clinging to their last days. Eucryphia, fuchsia, and the myrtle near the door were 
blooming still. The rattan furniture from the veranda was stored against the coming winter rain. 
 
It had been dull day, with soft rain off and on. From time to time, shafts of pale, white sunlight slid 
across the orchard. By nightfall, the sky was brightening and the moonlight's clouds formed black 
silhouettes of trees. Later, the clouds parted and the moon rose. Light spread across the sea. 
Stars appeared. An old lady died as the garden entered its winter rest. 
 



Desmond came to her funeral and spread her ashes in the Qualicum garden. He took some of 
the ashes back to Glin, to spread in the Irish garden which she had done so much to create. Her 
pair of secateurs is buried in the family graveyard at St. Paul's Church, where a single stone 
memorializes this remarkable woman. Her gardens in Ireland and Canada remain her most lasting 
memorial." 
 
So that's it, but if people have questions? Happy to… Questions at all? 
 
[unidentified female audience member] 
Did she only have the one son then? 
 
Margaret Cadwaladr 
She had one son, and of course, that was the thing, you know, you have a male heir. And she 
had two daughters. And one of her daughters passed away and the other lives in Portugal.  
 
[unidentified female audience member] 
Who was the boyfriend? 
 
Margaret Cadwaladr 
Well, that... I actually know, kind of, who it was. And I think there wasn't just one. There were a 
number of them. But, I won't tell you what she said, actually, it's a little on the vulgar side [about]. 
[laughter] If it were other members of the aristocracy... She did have a love affair with someone 
in New York. And, you know, she was always getting into lawsuits, and things like that. I mean, 
partly over these love affairs. So. Yes? There's someone back there. 
 
[unidentified female audience member] 
I'm one of the students from the horticultural programs, where I worked there mostly. That was 
last, past winter and into spring. 
 
Margaret Cadwaladr 
Right. 
 
[unidentified female audience member] 
And we're going back fairly soon. But, I remember one of the biggest things, the only ornate, really 
ornate, really out of this world thing there that didn't fit in, is the gravestone for her dog and her 
[inaudible]. 
 
Margaret Cadwaladr 
Yeah. Yeah. 
 
[unidentified female audience member] 
It was obviously handmade. So very much loved her [inaudible]. 
 
Margaret Cadwaladr 
And there is in Ireland, as well, there's an area in the castle grounds where the dogs are buried 
there as well. 
 
[unidentified male audience member] 
What happened to the staff? Were they at the end? 
 
 



Margaret Cadwaladr 
They were there, she had staff until the day she died. And they all just, kind of, went on to other 
things, basically. Her staff in Ireland, she had one woman who I actually interviewed. She's well 
into her 80s now, more than that, late 80s I guess. And she started working for Veronica as a 14-
year-old girl. And she was just still so bitter about things that had happened to her 50 years before. 
It's incredible, just incredible. And she lived, left Veronica and worked for the son at the castle in 
Ireland, and he managed to give her a little pension [inaudible]... It paid quite poorly, even for the 
amount. I mean, she was really like a British aristocrat from the Victorian era, was really what she 
was like.  
 
Pamela Mar 
Had she or her husband been to India, that she had Indian servants? 
 
Margaret Cadwaladr 
No, she actually had wanted to go to India, and when she was in the very last year or two of her 
life, she actually had a trip, she was going to go to Bombay. And I was thinking, "My goodness, 
how would she ever manage that?" And she didn't, I mean, she couldn't. She started the trip and 
[inaudible]. But, she had, you know, she was very well connected with people around the world. 
And they actually were from India, and had been somewhere in Oregon. And she knew someone 
who they had worked for before, especially the older gentleman. And so she brought them to 
Canada. And they're still around, you know, one of them [inaudible]. A couple of them are still 
around. The older ones passed away. So they had worked somewhere in a similar situation, and 
they knew how to behave, was the thing. Although, I've heard since, and actually from them too, 
that when Veronica would go away, you know, they would have parties and things. They felt they 
deserved that. You know, every minute of that.  
 
[unidentified female audience member] 
[inaudible]... [capital] she was using? Was it her second husband? 
 
Margaret Cadwaladr 
Her second husband. Yes. Yeah. And he was, as I said, he was a very wealthy man. And at the 
end of Veronica's life, I mean, she was land rich and cash poor. She basically spent it all. I mean, 
she really had no idea about things like money, except that you spent it, you know. Totally out of 
touch in some ways. [laughter] 
 
[unidentified female audience member] 
So, what was she...[inaudible] 
 
Margaret Cadwaladr 
Well, that was one of the things. It was a donation, but it wasn't a donation from Veronica. Some 
of the details of that, you know, there were other people involved who, sort of, don't want to be. 
You know, some of the details are confidential, basically. At this point in time, I'm sure much later 
they'll come out. 
 
[unidentified male audience member] 
Did she put money into the castle in Ireland as well? 
 
Margaret Cadwaladr 
Well, she didn't, her husband did. Yes, absolutely. Absolutely. He restored the castle, restored 
the roof, brought it, you know, put in the plumbing, all of that. 
 



[unidentified male audience member] 
This is the second husband? 
 
Margaret Cadwaladr 
The second husband. Yeah. 
 
[inaudible comments from audience members] 
 
Margaret Cadwaladr 
No, the second husband, even though he was here. It was his money restored the castle. There's 
actually a plaque there in his memory as well. 
 
[unidentified female audience member] 
Did she herself own part of the Irish castle or was it only her son owned it, I guess. 
 
Margaret Cadwaladr 
Well, her son inherited it, yes. Because it did go to him. 
 
[unidentified female audience member] 
Through the father, not through her. 
 
Margaret Cadwaladr 
Yes, that's right.  
 
[unidentified female audience member] 
It didn't go to... 
 
Margaret Cadwaladr 
And he was 14. 
 
[unidentified female audience member] 
In this country it would go to her, as well. I guess it's different there. 
 
Margaret Cadwaladr 
Yes, and it is. You know what, he was called a knight. It's really an old, hereditary title that goes 
back to Norman days. It was not like a knight now, you know, in the manner like when the queen 
or, you know, the monarch... 
 
[unidentified female audience member] 
It just goes to the first, oldest son. 
 
Margaret Cadwaladr 
That's right. Well, yeah, it has to be a son. You know, but this is a really ancient... 
 
[unidentified female audience member] 
So she wouldn't have any interest in it. 
 
Margaret Cadwaladr 
No, well, she lived there. And she certainly thought that she had interest in it. [laughter] That was 
one of the problems. 
 



[unidentified female audience member] 
A Dower interest! 
 
Margaret Cadwaladr 
That's right, as dowager, yeah.  
 
[unidentified female audience member] 
If she was so difficult, did Mr. Milner have [trouble]? Did they get along? 
 
Margaret Cadwaladr 
Well, they didn't to me. You know, the whole family is just, you know, there's lots of problems. He 
had a biological daughter. He just really, I think, wanted to be [inaudible]. 
 
[inaudible question from female audience member] 
 
Margaret Cadwaladr 
Yes, I think so. Yeah. The daughter was very much like her mother.  
 
Daphne Paterson 
If there are no further questions? Well, indeed a remarkable woman, and you have given us 
indeed a remarkable evening. Thank you very much for being fascinating. From fairies, to royalty, 
to [laughter] practically everything. Your research has been impeccable and it's always delightful 
to have somebody speak to us about their research for subjects so [enjoyed]. Really appreciate 
it. And on behalf of the historical society, here's a small gift. 
 
Margaret Cadwaladr 
Oh, thanks. Thank you. 
 
Daphne Paterson 
Thank you very much indeed. 
 
[applause] 
 
[recording ends] 
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