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Mark 
Your Calendar 
For These 
Cowichan 
VIU Events 

March 29 - Good Friday; Campus 
is closed 

March 30 - Campus is open 

March 31 - Easter Sunday; Cam
pus is closed 

April 1 - Easter Monday; Campus 
is closed 

Campus History 
Photo Project 
We are looking for volunteers to 
record the history of our campus. 
You don 't need to be a photogra
pher to assist with this project; just 
take photos anywhere inside or out 
of the campus. Please remember, 
if you are including people in your 
photos, we require a signed photo 
release form from each of them . 
You can use your own camera if 
you prefer. Please forward the 
photos to myself to be included in 
the project. 

Please stop by the Welcome Cen
tre to sign out the digital camera. 
Photo release forms are available 
as well . 

- Trudy Bagnall 

Welcome Roberta! 
Please extend a warm welcome 
to Roberta Bilous, Administration 
Secretary , Cowichan . Roberta 
comes to VIU with over 17 years' 
combined experience working as 
an Executive Assistant to Deans 
and as a Program Secretary at 
UNBC. Her extensive post
secondary knowledge and skill 
set complements the Administra
tion team at Cowichan Campus. 
Roberta has been working in vari
ous departments at VIU for the 
past seven months as a CUPE 
employee. Welcome to the is
land, Roberta! 

Welcome Dan! 
I would like you all to welcome 
Dan Vaillancourt as a new addi
tion to Student Services. Dan 
was the successful candidate for 
the temporary position of Volun
teer Tutor Coordinator. 

Dan began his 17.5 hours per 
week with us in January . Dan's 
schedule is Mon, Tues, Thurs 
8:30-1 :00 and Friday 8:30-
12:30. Dan 's office is in Student 
Services, local 3534 , email 
Dan.vaillancourt@viu .ca 

- Ruth Kroek 

Campus History 
Photo Project Thanks 
Thanks to Ruth Kroek for the 
photo in this month's Your VIU ... 
Bulletin banner. This shot was 
taken in January from her office 
in Student Services . 

Retirement 
After twenty-four years of service 
at MalaspinaNIU , Henrietta is retir
ing to embark on the next chapter 
of her life. Her last day of work will 
be March 28 . 

Henrietta has worked in libraries 
for forty years . She began her ca
reer at Queen's University in 1967, 
then moved on to the University of 
Victoria in 1970, and to Malaspina 
in 1989. 

Over the years, she has forged 
strong relationships with many em
ployees and students at the Cowi
chan campus. I've heard her say 
that she has had the pleasure of 
serving three generations in some 
families! 

A former colleague once reassured 
me that when we leave a work
place, we don't leave entirely-we 
take a bit of the place with us, and 
we leave a bit of ourselves be
hind . I know that Henrietta's contri
butions to the Cowichan library and 
to the Cowichan campus will be felt 
for some time, and I know that she 
takes with her many warm memo
ries of her time here. 

Henrietta has asked that her retire
ment send-off be modest; please 
stay tuned for details of a gathering 
later this month . 

Please join me in wishing Henrietta 
well . 

- Eileen 



Cowichan Cam pus 
Library Hours 
Effective immediately , Cowichan 
campus library hours will be: 

Monday - Thursday: 11 a.m . to 
6:30 p.m . 
Friday: 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

After exams, the Library will switch 
to a regular 8-4 schedule, as usual 
for late April through Jun e. 

For access to audio-visual equip
ment during times when the Li
brary is closed, please contact IT 
staff (weekdays) or security 
(evenings and Saturdays). 

Many of our resources and ser
vices are available online at http:// 
www.viu .ca/li brary/ 

The reduction in scheduled hours 
is for the next eight weeks on
ly. Longer service hours will be in 
effect in the fall. 

Please contact me if you have 
questions or concerns. 

- Eileen Edmunds 
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Positive Space 
Campaign 
Movie Night -
Me: Homosexuality 
World of Islam 

Gender 
in the 

The VIU Positive Space Cam
paign invites the VIU community 
and the general public to a 
screening and discussion of the 
film : 

Gender Me: Homosexuality in 
the World of Islam 

Filmed in Istanbul and Oslo, this 
artistic documentary by Turkish/ 
Norwegian filmmaker Nefise 
Ozkal Lorentzen openly explores 
what it is like to be both gay and 
Muslim. Through the interrelated 
stories of a gay rights activist, a 
gay imam, drag artists , and oth
ers, Gender Me gently denounc
es homophobia in general , en
courages discourse and engage
ment within Islam as a positive 
societal approach to coming to 
terms with sexual otherness, and 
seeks to advance a loving appre
ciation of the oneness of all hu
mankind . (52 minutes) 

Nanaimo: Monday , March 11 , 
7pm , Building 356 , Room 109 

Cowichan : Monday , March 18, 
7pm , Room 135 

Free 

For more information about the 
Positive Space Campaign, see 
http://www.viu .ca/positi vespace 

Informal gathering 
with Maria Lauridsen 
Some of us are meeting Maria at 
the Craig Street Brew Pub (top 
floor) at 4 pm on Thursday , March 
7. You are welcome to join us. We 
will be presenting our gift to Maria 
at this informal gathering. 

Wireless on Campus 
This is a reminder that when · you 
are connecting to s-wisp your 
username has to be entered in the 
following format: 
capitan \usernam e 

If you enter just your username 
you will not be able to connect to s 
-wisp. 

Cowiclian Staff (}juf(etin 
cp{ease sliare witli tliose not 
using email 
:!Vex:! Su6mission CDeatffine: 

:M.arcn 28; 9:00am 

CDesign) Production e:l P.tfiting: 
rrrutfy rBagna{{ 

P.maif: trutfy.6agna{{@viu.ca 



Gwich'in (NWT) Re
searcher, Alestine An
dre,to speak about the 
Gwich'in Oral History 
Ethnobotany Project 
Please mark your calendars , 
spread the word to students and 
the community , and consider bring
ing your class to a public talk by: 

Alestine Andre, Gwich'in Re
searcher and National Aboriginal 
Achievement Award Winner: 

GSCI Oral History Research Pro
jects:Gwich'in Ethnobotany Project 

Wednesday, March 27: 10:30· 
11 :30 Location TBA (but likely 
in the Theatre) 

Alestine Andre was born in 1951 to 
Eliza (Sam) and Hyacinthe Andre 
in Aklavik, NWT. 
Up to the age of six, Alestine lived 
on the land with her family at Khaii 
Luk or Travaillant Lake, Siveezhoo 
or Fish Lake and Dachan Choo 
Gehnjik or Tree River. In the early 
1940s, Hyacinthe Andre estab
lished his family's camp at the 
mouth of Tree River where the 
creek flows into the Mackenzie Riv
er. The camp is located on the 
south shore of the Mackenzie River 
about 45 miles upstream from Tsi
igehtchic . The camp is also known 
as Tree River. 

In 1958, at age seven Alestine 
went to the RC Mission School in 
Aklavik with her older siblings Rob
ert and Addy. In 1970, after twelve 
years at the Grollier Hall and 
Akaitcho Hall residential schools , 
Alestine graduated from Samuel 
Hearne Secondary School in 
Inuvik. During the summer holi
days, Alestine's family which in
cluded her grandmother Julienne 
Andre , lived at Dachan Choo 
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Ghnjik to fish . As well as working 
with fish , firewood , smokehouse 
wood, picking berries, and pack
ing water, everyone at the camp 
learned how to harvest and pre
pare basic medicine plants for 
minor cuts and colds. 

After high school Alestine worked 
with CBC radio in Inuvik then be
gan to work with aboriginal or
ganizations like COPE (now IRC) 
and the Mackenzie Delta Tribal 
Council (now Gwich'in Tribal 
Council) . Alestine always en
joyed learning so today she has 
a diploma (1987) in Public Ad
ministration , a Bachelor's degree 
(1994) in Anthropology and 
Women's Studies, and a Master's 
degree (2006) in Ethnobotany 
(study of plants used for medi 
cine) . Alestine has worked with 
the Gwich'in Social and Cultural 
Institute (GSCI) since 1994 in the 
capacity as Cultural Director, Ex
ecutive Director and Heritage Re
searcher. 

At the 1996 Delta Science Camp 
sponsored by the GSCI , Alestine 
was impressed with Ruth Welsh , 
Traditional Knowledge Instructor, 
as she was demonstrating the 
use of local plants for medicine. 
Alestine was excited to learn 
more about medicine plants so 
she approached Ruth to be part 
of her learning when she began 
her Master's degree program at 
the University of Victoria in 2000. 
Ruth Welsh acted as an Outside 
Member on her Supervisory 
Committee. She was also her 
Gwich'in teacher and advisor and 
provided Alestine with traditional 
medicine plant knowledge used 
by the Gwich'in for her master's 
thesis . 

In 2005, Ms. Andre was awarded 
a Gwich'in Achievement Award 

by the Gwich'in Tribal Council in 
the career category of Gwich'in 
Culture. In March 2007, Ms. Andre 
was awarded a National Aboriginal 
Achievement Award in the catego
ry Culture, Heritage and Spirituality 
at a ceremony in Edmonton. 

Every August Alestine returns to 
her fish camp at Diighe'tr'aajil 
which is located a few miles down
stream and across the Mackenzie 
River from her family's camp at 
Dachan Choo Gehnjik. In the win
ter months, Alestine and her hus
band set up a winter camp outside 
of Tsiigehtchic. Alestine collects 
and prepares medicine plants for 
people who request them . 

-Thanks. 
Helene Demers 

Department of Anthropology 

Easter Campus Hours 
Please share with your students 
that the Cowichan Campus info 
commons will be open on Satur
day , March 30 (Easter weekend) 
from 8 am to 4 pm should students 
need to access a computer or qui
et study space to complete assign
ments. 

The campus is closed Good Friday 
(29th), Sunday (31 5t) and Easter 
Monday (Apr 1) . 



Presentation to the 
Enbridge Northern 
Gateway Project 
- Joint Review Panel - by Gabrielle 
Lepitre 

Over 1 % years ago I signed up to 
speak to the Review Panel about 
my opposition to the Enbridge 
Northern Gateway Project. This 
past Tuesday, January 8, I finally 
presented my oral statement to the 
panel review in Victoria . My neph
ew, a student at Camosun College, 
joined me, as I was allowed to 
bring one guest to the hearing loca
tion. We were able to watch other 
presenters on a live video feed in 
our waiting room . It was very inter
esting to listen to the various views 
and concerns of the other partici
pants. I was nervous about pre
senting, but felt strongly that my 
voice needed to be heard . All we 
can hope for is that the panel is tru
ly listening to what the people are 
saying . 

If you are interested in reading the 
transcripts of what I said at the 
hearing, along with all the other 
oral statements, you can go to this 
web-site: 

http://gatewaypanel.review
examen.gc.ca/clf-nsi/index.html 

Under the Hearing Schedule, I am 
listed under the Victoria - January 8 
transcripts (Filing A50013) . 

- Gaby Lepitre 
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Diversity, Equity & 
Human Rights Advi
sor 
Katrin Roth von Szepesbela, Di
versity, Equity & Human Rights 
Advisor will be at Cowichan cam
pus on: 

Monday, March 4, 9am-3pm 

If you would like to book time with 
Katrin , please email her direct
Iy. Katrin will be using an office 
here in Student Services during 
her visit. Katrin will also meet 
with students during this time. 

Schedule of visits to Cowichan : 
• Thursday, March 28

th 

• Thursday, April 25
th 

• Thursday , May 23
rd 

If issues arise that need to be 
dealt with outside this schedule 
contact Katrin and she will be 
happy to help. 

- June Karstad 

Canadian Tire Dollars 

Room Booking 
We now have a designated email 
address for room booking re
quests: 

cowroombooking@viu.ca 

Please add this to your contacts 
list. 

Both Karen Leeman and I have 
access to this email , so when I'm 
away, Karen can respond to any 
requests. If both of us are away 
and it's a last minute booking , 
please connect with Trudy at the 
Welcome Centre and she'll update 
the room use sheet. 

Availability for rooms can be 
checked online at https:11 
records . viu.ca/reg/htbinl 
findroommenu . 

- Gaby Lepitre 

I was pleased to find several envelopes 
of 
Canadian Tire money in my mailbox on 
my return of a leave. The Anthropology 
388 (Anthropology of Homelessness) 
class has been collecting Canadian Tire 
money for several years now. 

Usually, Canadian Tire matches the amount of CT dollars collected and 
a gift card is provided to a local non-profit agency . Recipients in the past 
have included Warmland House (Duncan) , Homelessness Outreach 
(Canadian Mental Health , Cowichan Valley) , and Haven Women's Tran
sition House (Nanaimo). 

Although the class is not offered this semester, please feel free to 
send your Canadian Tire money to me via the intercampus mail and I will 
hang onto it till the next time the course is offered or, if I collect a signifi
cant amount, I will let you know which non-profit I have donated it to. 

Thank you for your support of local non-profit service providers. 

- Helene Demers 

~agev 




