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Staff Changes 

Community Programming would like to 
welcome the successful applicant for the 
recently posted Marketing/Program Assistant 
position. Kim Lesiuk will begin October 23; 
and we are as thrilled to have her with us as 
Reception is disappointed to lose her. 

-Keith Chicquen 

On behalf of the Employability Skills Program 
and CAP Department, we are very pleased to 
welcome back Nora Taker as a part-time 
instructor. Nora will be teaching Thursdays 
from gam to 12:30, and can be reached at 
local 3508. Please give Nora a warm 
Cowichan Campus welcome the next time 
you see her! 

-Lynda Moir 

This is to let you know that Karen Burns has 
accepted the position that Linda Revere 
retired from, as full-time science and math 
instructor in CAP at Cowichan. 

Karen has been teaching in our department 
and in others on our campus for 8 years, and 
will now assume responsibility for all our 
science courses and the maintenance of the 
science lab. 

-Vicki Noonan 

Malaspina University-College 
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Dale Hunt has joined the Student Services 
team and will be very ably providing First 
Nation Student Support on Mondays and 
Thursdays until the end of June. Dale is from 
the Kwakiutl First Nation, which is located on 
the northern tip on Vancouver Island. 

Dale has been working in a similar position at 
the Nanaimo Campus since May and he will 
continue to work in Nanaimo three days a 
week. 

Please introduce yourself to Dale and 
welcome him back to this campus. 

James has accepted the Work-op Student 
Assistant position and Nathan and 
Lynelle have accepted the 2 new Work-op 
positions, Student Assistant Campus Life 
Activities . Nathan and Lynelle will 
be promoting recreation activities, organizing 
student focus groups, and planning and 
running student events on campus. They may 
ask to speak briefly in classes to encourage 
students to get involved. 

-June Karstad 

Please join me in welcoming Debbie 
Shearing to the Cowichan campus. 
Debbie, a Duncan resident, begins work 
today as a part-time Library Assistant. She 
will work the early shift through November, 
and then will take over the evening shift. 

Continued on page 2" . 
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Debbie has extensive library experience, 
most recently in Malaspina Library's 
Technical Services unit, and at Thompson 
Rivers University. She is also a Malaspina 
student! 

Thanks for helping Debbie to settle in and 
feel at home at the Cowichan campus. 

-Eileen Edmunds 

Grandmother Writer Launches New 
Book 

Carol Matthews has 
launched her new book, 
The First Three Years of a 
Grandmother's Life 
(Ryerson, 2006) as part of 
the Cowichan Campus 
Reading Series on Monday, 
October 16. 

Much has been written 
about the early years of a child's life, but less 
has been said about the process of becoming 
a grandmother. Matthews sees that process 
as a two-way street in which grandparents 
have as much to learn from their 
grandchildren as young children have to learn 
from them . The book is a collection of 
Matthew's columns from the journal of 
Relational Child and Youth Care Practice and 
is of interest to child-care professionals, 
grandmothers, prospective grandparents, 
gerontologists and anyone who cares about 
children. The First Three Years reads as a 
personal memoir about Matthews' 
experiences as the grandmother of a 
precocious little Vancouver girl, and also a 
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thought-provoking look at the responsibilities 
and pleasures of being at a stage of life in 
which one can be active in a child's early life 
and at arm's length at the same time. 

Matthews brings a great deal of experience to 
her writing : she is the former dean of Human 
Services at Malaspina University-College 
where she has continued as an Honorary 
Research Associate and she has worked as a 
hospital social worker, as Executive Director 
of Nanaimo Family Life, and as an instructor 
at Malaspina University-College. She lives on 
Protection Island, along with her husband, 
Mike, and Victor, their "poet dog" who has 
published his own book of poetry. A collection 
of her short stories is forthcoming from 
Oolichan Books next year. The First Three 
Years of a Grandmother's Ufe, written by 
Malaspina's own Carol Matthews, is available 
at the Cowichan campus bookstore 

-Jay Ruzesky 

Reading and Writing Centre 

Do you have ideas to enhance adult literacy 
in your community? 

On Friday, October 20, Vicki Noonan, Nora 
Randall and Joanna Lord attended a public 
hearing in Langford. This hearing was called 
by the Provincial all-party Select Standing 
Committee on Education, both our local 
MLA's Doug Routley and John Horgan were 
there. The Committee has been asked by the 
Legislative Assembly to hear ideas on how to 
improve adult literacy rates and then produce 
recommendations and a report. We had 10 
minutes to speak and 5 minutes to answer 
questions from the Committee. We told them 
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about the Reading and Writing Centre model , 
mission, rationale, successes, and 
challenges. The major determinants that 
affect our adult literacy students are poverty 
(welfare rates must be raised), violence, and 
the current funding model is a misfit. 

-Joanna Lord 

ONLINE LIBRARY HELP FOR 
STUDENTS 

. (a Sk<1\NCl\:) 
The Malaspina Library now ' ··- .... -.....,.~ 
offers online reference . 
service in real time! This province-wide 
cooperative service, called AskAway, is 
designed to help college and university 
students in British Columbia with their 
research for term papers, assignments and 
other academic projects. Librarians are 
available to chat in real-time and help. 

find library and online resources 
• answer questions about the requestor's 

library 
• suggest research strategies 

The service is staffed by 140 professional 
reference librarians, at twenty post-secondary 
libraries in BC and the Yukon. AskAway is 
open 9am-11 pm Monday-Thursday, and 
Friday-Saturday 11am-5pm. AskAway will be 
closed Monday, November 13, and the 
service closes for this term on Friday, 
December 1. AskAway hours will be 
expanded slightly next term . 

AskAway librarians always demonstrate the 
resources and services of requestors' home 
libraries. 

Malaspina University-College 
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As well as AskAway, the Malaspina Library 
continues to offer its Ask-A-Librarian e-mail 
service. Maximum response time for Ask-A
Librarian is 24 hours, although most queries 
receive a response in one or two hours. 
AskAway is accessible from the 
Library's homepage, and in 
Marlin by cl icking on the Ask for 
Help button. 

-Eileen Edmunds 

Cowichan Campus Reading Series 
Presents 

John Lent 
Wednesday, November 
22, 2006 
9am in Room 206 

John Lent lives in Vernon, 
BC, where he has taught 
Creative Writing and 
Literature Courses for 
Okanagan College for 
twenty-six years . So It 
Won't Go Away (2005) is 
his seventh book and is a sequel to his 1996 
work of fiction, Monet's Garden, in its third 
printing. Other books by Lent include The 
Face In The Garden (1990) and Black 
Horses, Cobalt Suns (2000). 

Lent has read from his work in many cities in 
Canada, the USA, France and England. He 
has written scholarly articles on Malcolm 
Lowry, Thomas De Quincey, Wilfred Watson, 
Mavis Gallant, Kristiana Gunnars and others, 
and has always been fascinated by the 
representation of consciousness as narrative. 

He is a founding member of Kalamalka 
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Press, The Kalamalka Institute For Working 
Writers, and the annual Mackie Lecture and 
Reading Series at Okanagan College in 
Vernon . Lent is also a singer/songwriter in 
the Lent / Fraser / Wall Trio whose CD, 
Shadow Moon, was released in 2005. 

-Jay Ruzesky 

Education Plan 

There is still time for students to make a 
written submission to the Education Plan . 
Please ask students to drop off their written 
submission with the Receptionist in the lobby 
of Building 601 or have them email to the 
Administration Secretary, Jane McGiffin, 
mcgiffnj@mala.bc.ca 

New Camera 

Andrew Speed just finished installing our new 
camera on our new computer so we are back 

New Book 

This book is the missing link in the 
retirement planning puzzle. Transition to 
Retirement the Uncharted Course 
written by Carol Baird-Krul and Enise 
Olding reveals what there is to learn 
about that crucial transitional phase from 
when you leave your job to when you feel 
significantly engaged in the life of 
retirement. It's not about finances or 
lifestyle; it is about you-the person 
behind the work title, name-tag or job 
description and how to discover who you 
are or will be outside of your job. 

For information and ordering please call 
1-800-668-8806 or visit 
www.pacificedgepublishing.com 

--

up and running. 'e-u-lIe-t-in-: -----------, 
Transition To 
Retirement 

Please come by and see us if 
you need your staff or student 
10 photo taken. Please let 
students know we are again 
able to take their pictures for 
stUdent cards. 

-June Karstad 

Malaspina University-College 

Cowichan Campus 
222 Cowichan Way 
Duncan, BC V9L 6P4 

Telephone: 250-746-3500 
Fax: 250-746-3529 
website: http://www.cc.mala.ca 
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