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Nels~/n Dean, Jan . 29, 197~ 

'l'hiJ is Myrtle Bere:ren .!.nterviewing 
Where ~ere you born, Nelson? 

Nelson Dean , on Jan. 29 , 1979 . 

I was born in Nanaimo, B.C. Kennedy Street. 
What year? 

1907 . 

' 

I 

What did you~ parent~ used to do? 

My dad was a mi.ner . He come out from Scotland. He come here in 1904, 
to Fernie. 

When did he come to Nanaimo? 
Oh , he come to Nanaimo in 1906, I believe. 
Tell me what you used to do . (Searching for a pen . ) 
What I used to do? Well, I started out when I left the Harewood School, 

I started out to go to work for Coburn ' s Mills . It was a mill in East 
Wellington . 
What age were you then? 

Oh , seventeen, I guess . Close to seventeen or eighteen . 
So you went to school all that time? 

Yes . 
How long did you work there? 
Oh, I wasn ' t there too long. Maybe a year. At East Wellington . At 

Coburn ' s mill. 
What was that? 
A sawmill. 
Sp how come you worked in a sawmill instead of going into the mines? 
At that age . 
Well because 1 wasn't eighteen, and they wouldn ' t tae men in the mines 
under eighteen . Although a lot of men said their sons were over eighteen , 
and I know they got into the mine, but my father was too honest to say 
I was eighteen . (chuckle). 
How many brothers land sisters did you have? 

One brother, and one sjster . 

When did you start work in the mines? 
I would say somewhere around 1922, I went out to Cassidy. And I worked 
there till the mine was finished , practically. That's approximately, ' 22 . 
So where did you go from there? 
Well, 1 was driven all over the place through the fiepression , and I couldn ' · 

get a job for love nor money, and I helped organize the loggers here on the 
Island , with Morgan, and a few more . And we started at Northwest Bay, 

I think, was the first camp we got on the Island , organized . 

And this was what year? 
Oh , that ' s hard for me to tell you that. 

Was it in the thirties? 
Yes ... it was before that , really . 
(Hjalmar) : Forty-one. 

Around forty-one, wouldn ' t it oe? 
Yes . Okay. But you were at Fcrt Rupert, weren ' t you? 

Yes . Oh yes. 
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eve r y mine in Zeballos , because I ~ot fired , because I ' d been organizin ' 

with t he loggers in Nanaimo , in the district , and one fellow knew me quite 
well . He was the manager of one of the mines . And he told me , he says , 
Dean , if you got any money get out . He says , don ' t tell anybody I told 

you , but he says, you ' re not going to get much more work in this valley . 
So I thanked him very much . I think he ' s dead and gone now , so it wouldn ' t 
matter if I mentioned hisNa name . His name was Bi ll Turner. And he 

worked for -- hmm -- itxwas not Mount Zeballos , it was Spud Valley Mine . 
And then when I went out of there , I went into r.:ount Zeballos , then I 
come back down , I eot fired there, and I come back dovm and I stayed in 

the hotel , and the fellow that ran the hotel was Harry Blackburn. So 

Harry Blackburn says to me, What's the matter, they don ' t seem to like 
you here . And I says No , I says , I got fired . EveryWhere I ' ve gone . He 

says What ' s the matter? Well, I says, I was organizin ' with the loggers 
down the Island , and I says , they don't want organized labour in these 
mining camps. Well, he says , I'll tell you . I ' ll hire you as a night 

man around this hotel if you want to go to work for me . Well , I says, 

I got to have something to do. I can ' t live on nothinf. So I worked as 
night man for two or three WRk weeks , And then they wanted a hoist man 
and an electrician, I think. At Mount Zeballos. And the plane come in, 

and there was nobody got off . So the manager he was kind of disgusted and 
he says , I don ' t know what I ' m going to do for a hoist man . So I asl<::ed 
him what he was paying, and he told me , I says All right, you got one , 
if you want one . He says Where, I says Right here . I says , I ' ve done a 

lot of that work . He says , Okay , he says , you can go up there and work 
for me . I says Okay, but I says You •ii g~~j£g know who I am, and why 

I been fired in the other places . So I told him . W~xx+xix«X Oh I didn ' t 

have to worry about that - - I wouldn't be fired there. So I said All right . 
So up there I goes , and first thing that happened, I gets into the office , 
well I ' d have to sign up for so much for war bonds . No , I says , I don ' t 
pay war bonds , I says , How can a maN married man with three kids buy war 
bonds , I says , jou could hardly get enough to eat , after you pay your 
board . --Well I had to buy war bonds . Well, I says, I ' m not buying them . 

So up I goes to the hoist up on the top of the hill and I was 

only there one shift, 

So I said All right. 
What ' s the matter? I 

maybe two -- when the boss come up and fired me there . 
--Down the hill I goes . So this Blackburn says , 
says , Fired again ! 

So there was only one other mine that was a way out in the woods , 
where I knew theyka had no phone , and the only way they auld find out who 
I was was if somebody packed it in, or one of the managers come out . 
So ~p to that mine I goes , and I got a job . And I worked for about theee 

weeks , and ma« got good money , made good money , I got enough to get out . 

And t hat ' s my do in Zeballos . 
So I got out of Zeballos , and I come back down to Nanaimo, and 

I think I just - - after I paid my ~axx fare down to Albernim I just 

about had enough to get to Nanaimo, and that was it, and had to go and 

sign on relief . So once I signed on that , I went up and down the Island 
looking for a job , and you beat your way on the blind end ofj}Qi passenger 

train, and that ' s the only way you travelled , either that or in the boxcar . 
So I happened to go over to this camp in Alberni , and this fellow , Floyd 
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Biles (Boyles?), he says, Well, he says you can come and help me, 
he says, We're going up to Port Neville. He says, We're just gettin ' 
this 8tuff off the scow. And so, Okay . So I went and I worked for 

him. And they went up to Port Neville. Now that wasn't a bad sort 

of a camp, but the equipment he had, these logging trucks, and 
everything, seemed to be haywire, and I wasn ' t there very long till 

I was glad to {r,ct out of there too. So we come back down to 
Vancouver on the old Ventura , that took you about two days, I think, 
to come from Port Neville to Vancouver. So I got back to Nanaimo 
again and it was back on relief. There was nothin ' else to do, and 

you had to go, I think it was five days a month, we went and worked 

on the sides of the roads, to ~et our ry~bef± . 

So things got so tough, that WE/just had to do something. 
WR I didn ' t steal, but I did take off again. So I got into Brittannia 
Beach, aNi I was going to hire out there . Well I didNt± get hired 
out . But when I got up the mountain, and was going to pass the doctor, 
they must have phoned up from the Beach, because the doctor wouldn ' t 

pass me . He says I CftHdt pass you. I says Okay . He says But you 
go down to the office,/he says, You ' ll get your fare back to 
Vancouver. I says Okay. So instead ofc~WiQ~/back to Vancouver , I 
crossed over to Woodfibre . 

So one fellow comes out of the office and he says, Are you 
looki!tg for work? I says, All depends what kind of work you've got . 
Well , he says, we need some men to fire down in those boilers. I says 
Okay , I says, I'll hire.out. So I went down and sure enough I hired 

out -- I was there about three years, and got my family up there, 
and of course my wife says , No~ keep;y: your mouth shut. You know 

what'll happe~ . But I couldn ' t keep my mouth shut . We organized 

Woodfibre too ! (chuckle). 
And anyways , while I was there , I got my third class 

engineer ' s ticket . I didn't get along too well with the management 

because I was really talkin' --as they say - - "red". But that 
didn't matter to me. I didn~t keep my mouth shut. So, finally I says 
to the wife , I says, Well, I says, I think we better get out of here . 

So I got out of there and I went down to Vancouver and then out to 

Westmin (i)ster . I hired out to a sawmill in Westminister -- a 
shingle mill -- as an engineer. 

So I got along very well out there, and -- oh, I was there 
for --maybe two years, I guess . And the kids come over to Nanaimo , 
and the girl went to work in the telephone office . So the boy , he 
come over here, and he got a job on the tow boats . So my wife says 

to me , she says, Well Nels , what are we going to do here? Well, I 

says, Nothin '. 1 says I know I can get work in Nanaimo , so I says 

we might as well pacl~ up and go too , xxsa~K+xkar~au:ls.arx -- the kids 
say they ' re not coming back. So we ' ll go . So we packed up and we 

come back to Nanaimo. 
And the first job I got was in Northwest Bay, in the woods 

again . Well then, I didn ' t care for that , it come winter time, 
and some of the fellows I worked with just weren ' t -- in my way of 

thinking , they weren ' t a hundred percent . They were all good 
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compa~y men , but, however, I didn ' t let that worry me too much. It 
come so wet, in the fall , that I just decided to quit, and I wasn ' t going 

to work in that weather . So, : got a job in the mines again . 
Back into the coal mines . So , I worked at ~ihi te Rapids mine 

for -- oh, quite a little while. All winter, I guess. And then it was 
coming spring and they were building the pulp mill. So I happened to 
fO out there , and asked them if they needed any men to drill. They said 

yes, they needed drillers. I said Okay, I says, I can hire out , I says , 
I 've done a lot of jack hammer work . Okay , you can start tomorrow morning. 

So I had to go and tell them at the mine I wasn ' t comin' back to there . 
So I went back and I worked at the pulp mill . Did a lot of drilling waxk out 
there, and I think it was the B. C. Bridge had the contract , so when that 

job was finished they got the contract to build the pulp mill at Campbell 

River . So I went up there . And between the two~ pulp mills I put in 
seven years with them. Sp that was seven years of my life gone . I didn ' t 

mind . I did very well, as far as waxkx**X~~sxx«~tx~xwaxkx work and that 
construction work . Made good money . 

And then this fellow in Campbell River wanted me to stay there 
and hire on in the boiler room. Well I didn ' t like that work , so I left 

there, and I come back dovm to Nanai.mo . 
So , I was with the Operating Engineer's Union, so I ~honed over 

and told them that I would ljke to have some work, I was out of work here , 
They says Okay, so from there I got sent down to Victoria, and I went to 
~pile driving engineer. Very good work . I worked quite a bit on that . 

And I guess that ' s about -- as far as my engineering career went , except 
when I got a job with the Goverr~ent. Theyk hired me at Nanaimo Indian 
Hospital . So, I didn't go back any more to the pile driving , I stayed 
with that , because it was a government job , and I paid into a pension 
plan , and it ' s a good job I did , because the Old Age Pension wouldn't have 
kept me . So,I got a pension out of that . And I was there thirteen years . 
So, when : coMe out of there, the laundry phoned me , and wanted to know if 

I ' d go and work for them . Andk~ he say~~ftt•~ejfl~~8while the men are having 

their holidays. I says Yeah, I'll come down, so I went and worked with 
them, and the fellow there , who was a ~very good engineer , and the helper 
was a very fine fellow too, both good men. Resudo. Alec Resudo .x He was 
a first class man, and, poor fellow, he got cancer , and he died. R«~?b} 
course these things are comin ' to all of us , sooner or later. So, I worked 
with him down at the laundry for a while . 

8 And then , I was retired , till they phoned me up again , a couple 
of xtimes , wanting to know if I ' d go back, : said No. I ' m retired now 
and I 'm stayin' that way ! I ' m not goin ' to work no more . ~R~7that's it . 

Q: Wh~at were your jobs when you were in the mines , then? How many years 
would you say you worked in the mines, altogether? ~ 
A: Oh -- I would say -- putting it all ~iasR tegether -- close to fifteen . 

You start out as a hoist man . And then a rope rider . And then you went 

to digging coal . Well I would say I put in about fifteen years . And of 
course , everything wasn ' t rosy in the mines , either . You were making a 

living , but it was hard work . 
Q: Describe the job of hoist man . 
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t'Jell , a hoist man was -- much the same as what you see on a railroad - 

there was switches going in and out , it was on the pitch . And the hois~ 

r:.an , he hoisted the cars up, and when you got the bell you hoisted up , 

and two was to drop down, and that this was the way it went on . And you 

hoisted out of the places all day long . 
Q: A shaft, or a slope? 

A: No , a slope . 

Q: And that was when you were young -- younger? 
A: Gh yes . 

Q: And then you went on to -- what work did you say , next? 

A: Well , rope ridin~ . Rope riding was going i n and out of places with 

cars , you know . Taking the cars xN±N in to the diggers . 
Q: Did you drive muJes? 

A: No , I didn '.t do any of that . Oply once , in Cumberland . I n-ot a 

job there . Driving mule . The mule was pretty smart too . He would lay 

dovma aPd roll before he would do any work. The horse -- was the same 

way . And if you didn ' t hook the tail chain on right , he would kick it 

off , and run . And then you ' d have to go and get him again . There was 

one place I went to work , and it was a~ter I left Westminister , I went 

in to the Employment Office . To ~~ee if8.~scould hire out . And they said 
Yes , and x sent me un to Anyox . I Kax~/No you won' t . Oh , he says , you ' Jl 
be all right up there . No , I says, there ' s labour trouble up there , and 

I ' rn not going to Anyox . However , there was a few weeks went by, and 

a fellow says to me , he says, I thi~k l know where they need a hoistman . 

I says Where . He says up at Fort Rupert . We ll that was -- urn - - they 

didn ' t call it Fort Rupert in those days . They called it Suquash . So 

I happened to ~o up there , take the boat, and when l got sent out , I had 

to show ' em the letters from the oL.ice to shoe ' er1 where I was goin ', 

so I laPded in Alert Bay . And in the hotel I met a fellow by the name f 
Bert Mainwaring . I knew him and h.is w~fe from Cassidy , years before. 

And he was running the launch that took us over to work , in these places . 

So, if you stayed three months , you got your fare paid both ways . 

But if you quit under thr ee months , you only got your fare paid the one 

way . So I said that was fine with me . So I went up there , and - -well , 

they had to hre a man with a power ~;aw , to cut enough wood to keep the 

boiler goin ' --they couldn't hoist enough coal. (chuckle ). So 

anyhow , the donkey engine --it waBn ' t in bad shape , it would have worked 

all right , very well , for hoisting coal , but it was only a stock market 

deal . The stock started off at 35 cents and rose to 75 cents, and then 

they shut the whole thing down, well , somebody made money, and it wasn ' t 

the miner , or t he fellow that worked there . So anyw~ys , when I came out , 

they fired the whole works of us, just before t he thr ee months was up . 

So when I come out of there , I said to these fellows , now,I saii~slooh . 
I I ' . t N . - - it ' s cheaper for me to come t o Nanai mo says m go1ng over o ana1mo 

than it was to get a hotel room . So I got a return ticket to Nanaimo , 

but I says , I ' ll be back on Monday morning, and I says , we ' ll be up at 

that office . Al l right. So 1 was to meet them in the Columbia Hotel, 

so I went and I met them first before I went to the office . So I says , 

have you.fellows been up to the office . They says Yes . Well , I says , 

did you get everything that was coming to you? - -Well , we didn ' t get our 

fare both ways . I says You didn ' t? They says No . ~'Jell , I says , I don ' t 

see that, because they laid us off , before the three months was up . 
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Now , I says I ' m eoln' to get fare both ways, or there ' s going to be 

an awful argument with ' em . So I went up to the office , and the fellow 

says - - to the girl, the secretary-- he says Well you can make Dean 

out -- and he says to me, first, What are you doing? And I says, you 

know what I ' ~ doing here . I says, you shut the thing down, I says . 
What'am I to do? Oh , he says , you shouldn't have come out. He says, 

you can five Dean what is coming to him, and he says Fare one way. I 

says No, wait a minute . Stop right there . Fare both ways . Now if I 

stayed three months, I was to get fare both ways. And I says You're the 

ones that laid me off . I didn ' t quit . So finally he agreed. Okay, 

give him his fare both ways . So that was my settlement *with them. 

When I went back down to the Columbia Hotel and told the fellows , 

they were kind of mad . 1rJell, it was their own fault. ' Cause I told 

them, they shouldn't have taken anything until they made sure they were 

gettiB~cfare both ways . So -- then I come back over to the Island and 

I went/to work in the mines again. 
White Rapids , I think, was the place where I went to work . 

And then I got a job at the pulp mill , drilling the rock at the pulp 

mill, to blast it out, and from there I went up to Campbell River, 

and I think I was seven years with that outfit . B. C. Bridge and 

Dredging. 

Q: Why couldn't they bring up enough coal to keep the boilers going? 

A: Because the mine had gone under the sea , and it was shut down 

because they were too close to breaking into the salt water. And this 

was the reason it was shut dovm in the first place. But there was no 

coal mn the Vancouver Island side . It was all out under the sea . 

And they couldn ' t go any further . So somebody got ahold of that . I 

think if a couple of men hadda got ahold of it , they couldn ' t even keep 

the boiler going , for the laundry in Alert Bay. And if a couple, or 

three men got ahold of that, I think they could have made money, because 

theyxx had to ship all thei:r. coal in from Nanaimo , for that laundry in 

Alert Bay. And that was a long way to ship coal . And Alert Bay was 

just across from Suquash . 

Q: Do you know what year they closed it do\m in the first place? 

A: No , no I don't. 

Q: That would be ir. the early, eanw years . 

A: Yes. It was. Yes . In fact , I think , I have a book somewhere and 

I could look itM up. 
Q: Well, tell me, did they need steam in the mi!1e? 

A: Well, steam for that boiler, for hoisting , yes. A good many of the 

'mines needed steam . Had to have steam . There were a lot of -- a few 

mines electric. Number Eight in Cumberland was an electric hoist. 

Number Five -- I forget now whether it was steam or electric . But a 

lot of them turned to electric , anyway. 

Q: And this is where you worked , on the hoist? 

A: Yes . 

Q: Well that is interesting . After they closed Fort Rupert ~ovm, 

did anyone open it up again? 

A: No.t to my knowledge , no . And the Canadian Collieries, or t-he 

Western Fuel Company, now I don ' t know which one had it, but they had 

some lovely big machinery in there , and they really intended to go 
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ahead with that . But then, after they closed it down the first time , 
the Indians , or somebody-- I ' m not saying who-- they went in and they 

took all the brass~x and copper they could get ahold of off the machinery , 
and as far as I know, it's still stuck there . 

Q: So the shareholders loGt their 

A: Oh yes . They lost out there . It went from 35 cents up to 75 cents 
a share, and ' course when they shut it down there was no more shares . 
Gone bankrupt . 
Q: What year was this? 

A: Oh -- gee -- I could not tell you offhand . 
Q: Before the wsr? 

A: Before the second world war? 
Q : Mhm. 

A: I believ:e it ' d be ·while the war was on . 
Q: In the forties then? 

A: Yes , I think so. 
Q: You were telling me one day about the buildings that you could see 
dovm here at Departure Bay , when they were mining here . What could you 
see from here? 

A: Well , not too much £rom where we ' re sitting , here. But the coal 

wharfs used to be just right @H~rge;Hi~ c;~~tto tq~, Jingle Pot coal used 
to come in . Now , (pointing)lwasw where the Pecks , the three Peck boys , 

had XRRixx«~xocxtx that hotel. And it was a beer parlor . And of course , 
when you rode to work in those days , you either rode on a bicycle or a 
horse and $ sulky, or horseback . And all the miners from Nanaimo had 
to go past that hotel, and a good many of them stop~ed there . And the 

Chinamen, and the railroad , used to come in where the Safeway is up here 
now . And then the cars back up here , and they had bunkers over here , 

and they used to ship their coal r i ght ~own here , where you see . - - the 
boats in there. 
Q: That was Canadian Collier.:.es? 
A: No , that was the .Jingle Pot . ~~ow what company would that be? 
The Vancouver Cou1 Company, wasn ' t it? I think so . I ' m not sure on 
that point . It was the only company that had signed the agreement with 

the miners when they went on strike . In 1913. 
Q: That was that Germa~. VanAlbenstine . 

A: That ' s right . 
Q: I read that later, because he was a German , he was 
A: done out of business . 
Q. Yes . 

~ = Yep . I'm not surprised at that . 
Q: Put·hi:l:e_in jail, </$something . Because h e was an~e~y alien , 

or something. 

A: Could be . 
Q: Did you say that you could see a row of houses? Where did the 

miners live? Around here at that time? 
A: Well -- when you come off the B. C. ferries , the first roaG you hit , 

A 

to take the up-island road , the miners lived all up that way . 
That was their row~ of houses, was up there . --Brechin hill, isn ' t it , 

they called it? 
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I think that ' s what they called it . 
Q: Where did the ferries come in , at that time? 
A: The only ferries you had then was C. P. R. There was no B. C. 
Ferries ±k~Nx here then . 

Q: And that was behind the Malaspina Hotel? 
A: Yes. 

Q: So then , the miners lived nearby? 

A: Well , most of them lived in Nanaimo . And rode a sulky back and 
forth to go to work, in Brechin. 
Q: How many would go on a sulky? 
A: Oh , maybe two or three miners - - all depends who owned the horse , 
and the wagon. 

Q: That's what I mean, who owned the horse. Did many miners own 
horses in .those days then? 

A: Well, it was practically all horses - - and bicycles. 

Q: So they had fields, big enough to have a barn, and so on? 
A: Oh, yes,le&ell you see, the Five Acres was called the Five Acre~ 
lots, and all these well , I knew a lot of fellows that lived there 
!J.ll their lives. 

Q: And that fjve acres would grow enough to feed the horse? 
A: Oh yes, sure. 
Q: Do you remember. any disasters that happened -- were you involved 
in any? 

A: No, not personally. But I do remember the Oscar blowing up . . 
On Protection Point . And I ttink I have the date -- January the 

13th, I think it ' s 1916 . But if I ' m not right in my conversationk here 
T' ve got it marked ~NWN somewhere else, and I ' ll iind it for you. 
And when it blew up, I don ' t think there was a window left in town . 
A lot of kids in the school got cut with f~~iNg glass , flying out of 

all the windows . 
Q: What was the Oscar? 

A: The Oscar was a towboat come in here loaded with powder and dynamite . 
And she had the dynamite on, and ~hey were going to load coal at the 
coal wharfs, So the skipper and them knew there was a fire there, so 
they decided, him and two or three more , they would take it a cl1ance 
and get it out and get it outside of Nanaimo , or it would have glasted 
Nana'Mo to pieces. So they got it out around the point of Protection , 

and it went up . And a fellow by the name of Muir , who worked in 
Protection, his house was the closest , and it was blasted to 

smithereens . 
• Q: Was his house on Protection Island? 

A: Yes . Right around the point there , at the mine . 
Q: Were there any lives lost? 
A: No, there wasn't. IDt ' s a funny thing . The fellows on the boat 

got off , and they just run to the bush , and that was it . 

Q: And you remember that? 
A: Oh yes, quite well. • 
Q: Did you happen to hear ~t. or were you --
A: ~!Jell , we lived on Kennedy Street , and -- oh yes, you could hear 
it all over . you felt the air, going back towards the mountain , and 

_ _ J then, all of a sudden, there was another rush or air coming in . And 

this is what took all the windows out. ConcussJon . 
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A: And the cage going down the shaft . I remember that. And the 
rope broke , aPd that was in 1918 . Now , that was too bad . I don ' t 
know why th8t should have happened , but it did . It happened . And 

the fellows that got killed- thg_~eawas mixteen of them on it -- and 
the widows, go-c $25 a month fou:xtkt!cxx/pension . That was the 

compensation they ~ot. 
Q: How far did i.t fall? 
A: Oh . .. Protection . She'd have to be about 700 feet . 
Q: What time of day did it happen? 
A: That happened first thing in the morning . The men were go i ng 

on shift . Going to work . Because I was going to the Harewood 
School , and I remember, one young kid , · of course , he should be excused 
I guess , the parents talki.ng at home , and he c~e to the school and 

he told ~his kid his dad had r;ot killed in the mine . He said . ~Jo • 
he hadn ' t . No. he says, he hadn ' t . My dad io all right . No , he 

says , you ' ll see . And sure enough . the teacher coMe and told the 
boy he ' d better go home, his mother wanted him , and that ' s what 
happened , his dad was on the cage . And I knew a few of them that 
went down then . There was a fellow - - I think this Ed Turner --

he ' s a good preacher . I think f his dad waG on it . In fact there ' s 
a Turner mentioned where she only gets $25 a month compensation , 
it ' s in one of the books I have here, I think it ' s in that one 

you ' ve got , isn ' t it? 
Q: I ' ve heard the nrune , yes . CAn you remember what happened in the 
days following -- when the cage fell ? 
A: Oh yes . You see, the war was on at that time too . And there 

was a lot of talk that somebody had filed through the rope , and cut 
through the rope , and tried to blame it on the Germans , and all 
this sort of stuff - - that -- I just think it was neglect on the 
company ' s part . The rope had never been examined properly . That ' s 

my own opinioll . 
Q : This s1as the first world war , in those days? 

A: Yes . Well, it was right about 1918 when that happened . 
Q: Can you remember what your parents, and other people , talked 
about , at the time? How they re-acted , when a disaster like that 

happened? 
A: No , they just took it all in stride , there wasn ' t a thing they 

could do about it . These things happened , and I remember my 

father saying God allows it . Sq what can you do about i t? 

And that ' s true . There ' s not a thing you can do about it . 
Personally, since I went to work in the woods and the mines , 
I always say there ' s no death , in the woods , or the mines , but 
what somebody ' s to blame . Now the man himself could be to blame , 

but the company can also be to blame . And I ' ve seen cases where 
men should never have been killed . And the company has bee~ to 

blame in some of them , -- in oome of them , the men themselves 
have be:an to»± blame. So. I don ' t know how you would handle 

it . I know one place in Cassidy I worked at , and I·told.the 
mp.n he had chain blocks around h "s neck , and he was gonna walk 

down the main slope , and T told him , I says , Don ' t stand there . 
And I says , You don ' t know what ' Jl happen if that tript jumps 
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the track . I never knew it to jump the track there before , but it did. 

And he got killed. --Now the man k!1ew -- I already :t~axlllxk:kmx warned him 
not to stand there. But he got killed just the same . 
Q: What kind of blocks did you say? 

A: Chain blocks. 
Q: What are they? 

A: They ' re for lifting hoists, and one thing and another . You know . 
You have a hoist in the mine, and you ' re going to move it from one rlace 
to the other. It lifts the drum out, and it lifts up the rest of it, 
and puts it in a fxa:t~axx car or a flatcar and takes it away to wherever 

\pf~ you're going to put it . Aw, there ' s two or three c~ - -another fellow ~(.) :\.i::>CO:>\ 

I knew, I was workin ' beside him and I told him , I said , I don ' t like the 

looks of this . So he said I don ' t . And I said I think we should ~g get 
out of here . So we all run out of there because we heard a crack , but 
this other fellow he didn ' t, he j~ -- Oh, she ' s all right . --He got 
killed . 

Side 2: Q: When your father used to go out to work in the 

morning, what kind of outfit did he have to work with? 
A: ~Vell, he just -- ordinary work clothes, with a miner ' s cap, and -

Sn:n P, ~in the days when he was first working in the mine here , I remember the 
11~11\) 

naked light . But they done away with those . They were too dangerous. 

It was a fish oil lamp . And it burned fish oil. 
Q: That ' s I've seen them in the museum there . 
A: Yeah. 
Q: And how were your sanit~ry facilities? Did you have a bathroom , or what? 
A: Oh yes, and -- we had the bathroom , and -- sometimes , if I remember 

right in the first place, the toilet was out the back . It was one of these 
skylight houses out in the back . And then they finally brought them into 

the house . Where you had the flush toilet . And the bathtub was just 
an ordinary galvanized tub in the middle of the floor. And this is the 
way they went on , and -- oh I don't know the miners , they all seemed 
a happy bunch . Enjoyed themselves . But then they had the b i g strike in 
1?13 , and I remember the soldiers coming along Nicol Street , the Bowser ' s 
Seventy Twa , they called them. And the soldiers -- I rever had too much 

love for soldiers after I saw that . I alvmys thought that men that 

joined the army were a lazy bunch . They were just in there for anything 
they could get . They didn ' t care how they got it . In other words , much 
like the pimps on the street in Vancouver , that was my idea of the 

soldiers . And they ·were just driving men t o work, scabs , or anybody , 
it didn ' t matter, so I had no love for them . In fact , some of them was 
brought into my house, and I wasn ' t watching them too well, and they . 
wandered around the house, and 'they robbed everything they could get 
their hands on . So I made up my mind that anybody that comes into my 

house , after that , l ' ll watch them , just sit still . Unless they really 

wanted something . So that was that . 

Hi~enN£¥e~a~o Victoria. --My dad , he got the name of being a 
scab . NR/was John Dean . \'I/ ell , I know that some of the Deans did do that. 
Bu~ I finally asked my father about it, and he said tG me -- I remember 
living in Victoria, and he was working for ];he City of Esquimalt, and he 

said to me, I expected you to a:>t that quest.:.. on . Well , I says , sure . 
lf'Je 11, he says , when I went and asked for my job back, he says , there was 

~... over a thousand men working. He Gays, the strike was lost, anyway . 

\ ... 



ll Nelson Dean 

Well , I says , as far as I ' m concerned , I'll excuse you . I says , 
it doesn ' t sound very good, --but they had lost the strike anyv1ay , 
so , I never said no more . And th~t was that . 
Q: I know that :_Pamilies were spli t on it . I hear --

ll : Oh yes . It dplit up ho~es . It even split up the church . In a 
lot of places . I know of one case -- the fellow, he belonged to the 

Catholic church , and of course the Catholi c church was against these 
strikes, because some of the Dig shots were Catholics . And they were 

trying to get the men to go to work , and I know one fellow in particular , 

he just defied the priest to put him to work , and he said that priest 

would never bur:fth~l:D· and he never did , either . I watched it . When he 
died , : watched/his death in the paper -- the priest didn ' t bury him . 
It/ell , it split up quite a few , the strikes , and of course these labour 
struggles -- a man has to fight for hi s condition, or you ' re not going 

to get tbtl!flliJ. ' ern. The company's not going to give something just because 
they love you . They don ' t love you . They want every ounce of sweat 
they can g8t out of you . And you ' ve got to give :t , or you ' re not 

e;oing to be there. Somebody else ' 11 have your job tomorrow . And when 
1 worked in the mind at Cassidy , you had to work Saturday afternoons , 

--a few of the fellows got f~red , because they wouldn ' t work Saturdays 
afternoons . And you couldn ' t blame them, because I say , five days a 

week was enough . 
Q: They were pretty militant , the miners . I ' ve heard things about 
them driving away the soldiers , or the militia , with their picks and 
shovels, even . 
A: ~~ell, they tried to a lo~, yeah , but it didn't work too good etther . 

I 

The barracks was up here at the corner of Milton and Wentworth , and 

there ' s just a kid ' s ball field there now --the Kinsmen Park , t hat ' s 
where the barracks 'Nas , and they kept the soldiers in there . Bu't of 
course , tkR Men can't fight against guns , there's no use a trying, 
you gotta decide what you ' re gonna do , and if you get a gun yourself 
and kill anybody , wbt well you ' re -- in those xdays they~d hang you. 
Today , they give you coffee and donuts ! --But, ir1 those days they ' d 

hang you . 
Q: Now here ' s on~ question . When you go into a mine , how do you know 

where you ' re going? 
A: ~·Jell, you see, tre ulaces turn o~f . £. Like , you go down, -- if you 

were goinr: cast from here, that would be north , and this pey. way would 
be south . And there'd be a place driven off one si~~¥ south , two south , 
three scuth , all the way dov:n to -- you might have seven , that • s 'the 

way it was in Cassidy . And the same on the nort h side -- one north , 

two north , three north, foursR~rth, and so on , down . And, of course , 
if they told you to go into/six north , and you were ~oing into Number 
Two slope , you knew where you were going to drive hoist . Or you knew 

where you were going to ride rope . 
And the fire bosses, that was the driver boss . And the fire 

boss , they had control of the diggers . So he would look.aft~r the 

diggers , and the driver bo~s was su§posed to look after the haulage ~N~x 
hands . 
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Q: Well, was it marked in any way? 
A: 

out 
Q: 

A: 

Ho , .i.t didn ' t need to be 
of the different places, 
1vhat was a "room"? 
A room was just a place , 

marked . 
you knww 

where two 

to-going ' 
~. 

You got so used in and 
where to go . 

men went to work . That was all. 
It mi~ht be anywheres from , well, I know in Cassidy, the coal was 

anywheres from six feet to fourteen feet high , and if you had a place , 
say , nine feet wide , and fourteen feet high, that ' s what you'd call a 
"room". 

Q: How would you get up to that fourteen foot height? 
A: Well , you had ladders, or you used what they call --/J~aia "timber" . 

You nailed what they call "lagging" on the timber.- - then you got up 
there and then you ' d timber up a place. 

Q: Oh , you -had to timber it up as well as mir-e the coal? 
A: Oh yeah , yeah . You ' d timber it up, and you paid a doll ar a can for 
your powder . And tenl8: cents for ever-y cap , you used . 

Q: Well -- every cap "you" used? I thought the fire boss!R:s was the 
one who --
A: He was in charge of them , all rivht. But , you drilled :ithe holes 
s ' pose I had four holes, or five holes in my place, and he ' d come 1n . 
and he ast !lle How many holes have you got? --I got :ive . All right, 

he was only allowed to shoot -- Lwo at a time . But I've seen some 

cases they went against the law, but however -- that was their bus:ness . 
And he would go and he'd marl~ it down in a little book he had , there, 

how many shots he fired in your place . And that was all charged against 
you , and kept off your wages . And the same when you went for powder, 
over at the powder house, a dollar a can for powder . 
charged against your stat~mant , kept off your wages . 

that you used -- that was kept off your wages too . 

And that was 
And your lamp , 

I just forget 
now what that was. ~wo bits , or thirty - five cents a pay , I think it was . 
For your lamp . And pay was every two weeks. 
Q: ~"Jell then , the coal that you mined was weighed? 
A: Yep . And it wasn't the proper weight , either . Now , i f you had 
ten pound of rock in the car, you lost the whole car . And of course 
the weigh man , he got to Y.now just about what a car should weigh . It 
didn ' t take him long to figuresgut , well , there must be something wrong 
he~e , there must be rock , and/then they would dump it out , and find this 
ten pound of rock , and you lost it all . So , however, that was the 

company ' s way of doing things . You didn ' t blame the men for organizing , 

because theyNs used -- the heads of the companyes, they were nothing 
but slickers , you ~now , and theyRa had to figure out -- I guess they 
were getting the pressure from the big companies at the top, and New 

~Nxi+xa York, and all these places, --course they had to pressurize 
somebody else , so they went after their bosses, and that was the way 
it went. And the bosses in the mine went after the men . 
Q: How much would a car weigh? 

A: Well , Cassidy was supposed to be two ton, but you never g0t two ton 
for it . You always got around 2100 , 22, that ' s about what you would 

get fo~ it . And the cars in the Western FueJ Company , I think they 

-were quite a bit smaller . So you ' d get about 1500 or 1400 in t he 
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Q: And you mean, if you had ten pounds of rock , you lost the car? 
h : Yes. You lost th8 whole car . 

Q: Well, how could you get away from :t , ten pounds of rock? 
A: Well, you were s'posed to pick it out, before you loaded the coal 
1n the car . 

Q: I thought they had special people to pick the rock out? 
A: They did, on the top . Yes, they had those people on the top . What 

they called "pickin tables " , they called them . But of course, you 

figure , if you got a place anywhere ' s from nine to fourteen feet of coal ,' 
and you put a few shots in there , tNRXRxwaxx it was seldom that you got 

rock , unl.ess you-- what you called the "brushing" . Now the brushing, 
i! you had a low place , you had to shoot the floor to get the car :n . 
So you might get some of this rock nixed in with the coal . And this is 
what they di dn ' t like. And you had to pick all that out , if you could. 
But of course what you missed, the k i ds on the top, they ' d get that . 

Q: Well, how did the miners get by then , if they had to pay for the t -
half of the things they needed to work , and --

A: Well , t they didn't eat too good . But they never starved . Hamburger 
was ten cents a pound . So , you can figure out . You can ' t get that today . 
(chuckle). However -- no , the rents wasn ' t too bad either . For a lovely 
two-storey house there in Cassidy, I think it was twenty-five a month . 
Well , we couldn ' t complain on that . And there was three of us in the 
house working . My brother , and myself , and my dad . And we had a car . 

We could run in and out to Nanaimo . 

But , :tkRxfeix and the fellows on the weekend , they had their ovm ' 
ball team, and , -- that ' s all you thought about , was playing a little 
cards on Saturday or Sunday, and either a ball game , then you were there 

agai n until it was time to --next weekend . We di dn ' t go anywhere through 
the week . 
Q: That would be on a Sunday? You had one day off , I guess? 
A: That's about it , yeh . Yes , they got Saturdays they were working 
and oh , I worked many a double shift out there because the fellows 
didn ' t show up for work . And, well -- there ' s no use arguing . .I was 

go:ng to get paid , but I didn't get paid double time either. You only got 

raid a single shift . 
Q: What about your social life --besides the ball games, were there dances? 
A: Oh yes , there wao thingo like that . And they had a band , The ball 

teams was mostl y bas~ball , soccer, and the band, and theyhad their ovm 
dance hall , and they used to bring in shows now and again . I know they 

had a show there at Cassidy one time , I remember , - -anyway , this fellow 
was a Negro fellow, and he could get out of this trunk, it didn ' t matter 

how they tied it up . Sp, he ' s in behind a curtai n, and they ' re tying this 
thing up, and I don ' t knov1 how many knots they put in the rope , but kR 

there ' s the Negro sta~ding talking to him when they ' re finished . 
(laughing) . 
I don ' t know how he got out, but he got out, ahead of them ! 
Q: You told the story about the ventriloquist ... can you remember it again? 

H: Oh y~s l It was about the Negro, in Extension mine . Yeah, "they gave 
hir:t the job driving the mule, and of course , he goes ~.n to where he was 

working , and this fellow , he talked as a ventriloquist , and he ' s standing 
with his light hid , and the Negro cornea in andhooks onto the car and he 
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hollers , at the rrule , "Giddap ! " The mule turned its head sideways: 

"Not movin 'l" So the Negro looJred at hjm , and he hollered again , 

"C iddap ! " and he says "Not r10vin 1 ! " He says , "No 1 and when you decide 

tom move , I won ' t be here !" --and he took off and he never come back . 

(laughter) --Caught the boat to Vancouver . That was him , in Extension . 

Q: Do you remember where the Douglas mine shaft was? 

A: Well , there ' ~a~wo or three places . Out here by the Co-op , on the 

highway , there ' s./a mine shaft there . Now, the old Doue;las mine , then v:hen 

you go in behind , on the Five Acres side, there was a shaft in there that 

they called the Douglas mine . Now I couldn ' t tell you right off haY'Id 

but I have read stories about it . And one story ir1 par ticular I read 

about - - was this "lan a'1yways , and he married this J.-.dian girl, and they 

had two kids , so anyways, he for~ot somethi ng , and he went back and here 

he found another fellow with his wife . So he didn ' t say anything at the 

time , but he said to the man Now , he says , look , he says , I'll give you 

~ chance to get out of here , and he says You better take off and never 

come back . He says If you do , he says , I ' m gonna get ya t So, the fellow 

quit , and he took off . But he went to get a job on the coal wharfs at 

Departure Bay . Where the coal is was brought in from Wellington . So 

he come up to Nanaimo, and anyways he was in the beer parlor, I guess , 

or at that time , the saloon . 

And he was boastinf- about it , so the fellow heard about it, 

So , he gets in his canoe and he ±RxNksxi goes down to Departure Bay , you 

know , and he sees the fellow workin ' on the coal wharf , And h~ course 

he eets his gun out , and he ' s going to shoot him . And it ended up , they 

both died. He emptied his L~n . and then they pullP.d out k~ives , and 

they fought with knives, and they killed one another . Right on the coal 
wharfs down here at Departure Bay . 

I got that story I think it was from t he Victoria Colonist . In 

the magazine section . That Magazine section of the Colonist does give out 

a lot abou t different parts of the island . 

Q: I saw something there about the Negroes who came here -- one was 

Starks , he was murdered . 
A: Course this is going back before my day , too . We had a few Negroes 

here -- they were very nice fellows , as far as I was concerned . xixN~x«x 

We all played ball together, nobody seemed to bother one another , we 

~ot along well enough with the Ind ' ans. And the Chinamen . This racial 

discrimination, this is a capitalistic idea, as far as I ' m concerned . 

I don 't believe in that . 

Q: Do you ever hear anything about the Indians mining coal in the early 

days , or having anything to do with when Dunsmuir came in? 

A: No , not so much when Dunsmuir came in, but -- course , the one tt ' ng 

1 do remember reading about was this Coal Tyee . Took a cam e load of rocks 

to v:ctoria , to the navy , I think where it started . And he told them 

they had l ots of that up where he come from . And of course Nanaimo was 

spelled a little different than what it is now . It ·Nas Nee-aimo , of 

something . N- y -- something like that . That ' s how Dunsmuir an1 them 

got their start . Well, he got his start on the railroad as well , through 

the backjng of some big outfit in the United States . And he put ~he 

railroad in, and of course then the CPR got it i n the finish , but , Dunsmuir 

had made his pile , just the same . 
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And he was all for himself -- he wasn ' t for the working man , that's 
for sure . 

Q: I have heard that th~" Indians used to pack coal to the sailing ships 

in their canoes . 

A: Oh yes, I wouldn ' t be surprised at that . Oh , I ' ve had pictures o~ 

tl1e ~ailing shipu anchored out here between Newcastle Island , ProLection 

Ir;land . I wouldn ' t be surprised , because they didn't have any coal wharfs 

in those days . They had to get the coal on the boat somehow. And then 

these sailing ships, they sa i.led down to San Francisco . That was their 

big market , was dovm in San Francisco , Calii'ornia . 

Q: So from the canoes, how do you think they would get the coal on to 

the ship? 

A: 'VJell they would just load it with sacks, I think , t:o start with . 

And then finally , Du~sMuir could sco that there x~MX was going to be 

big production here, so he had to build docks, to get boats in. 

Q: And then how did the coal get from the docks into the ship? 
1"1: Well, that W'1s mticf1iner,y. Winch . You see , you would have a winch, 

and 1t would lower down a EN chute, and the cars would come down, over 

tl.e chute , and 0!1 thP cars would droJ, do~.X~Ya~Heorhg~Urse the bottom of 

th~" c~r& just dropped out, and the coal dropped down the chute . ~RR~ 

Into the boat . 

Q; 1here weren ' t any sa~ling ships left when you were a boy? 

h : No . Very few . There ' s one on the market now , I think they ' re doing 

a litLle training with it over on -- 1t was on exhibition over NN round 

Stanley Park there somewhere . But r think that was just a little training 

~hip to get cadets on to . 

Q: They were us~ng uteam when -- as far back as you can remember? 

A: Oh yes . Yes. 

Q: Did you see ~ny of his coaling fleet when you were very young? 

A: No, I can 't say that I did. I've seen the boats anchored out, but 

like you ~ay , it cor..e in steam, and of course steam was the real going 

rif after the sailing boats. 

Q: How many powder plants were there here? 

rl : Oh . There was one down here at Departure Bay , where the boat.3 come 

in, government boats come in . They had two or three explosions there . 

Then they moved the pot~~E works up to Nanoose Bay . And I think they had 

one explosion there, a:r 1/they dec ideo they ' d move it dovm to James Island 

so they Moved it down to James Island right off from Victoria there . 
That ' s the last I r~member . But I think ~hey ' ve had a lit~le oit of an 

explosior down at James ~sland, even . 

Q: So they only had one powder plant ln Nanaimo at a time? 

A: Oh yes . That one at Departure Bay was the only one I remember . 

But oh they had a few explosions there. They used to --in fact I 

have the picture . Where the rajlroad come in to Departure Bay there, 

to the powder works, and it blev: up one of the rails, and the rail 

wrapped around a tree, and it bent just like a snake around a tree . 

And then there was a man, he was a fellow by the nane of Stevens , the 

only man that would take this vJycerine and powder out to Northfield . 

And he didn ' t get anybody to rido. with him, but anyways he done it , and 

this day -- they don ' t know exactly what happened -- but the wagon and 

everything went, and him right :n the middle of it. The i1orse -- well, 
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it was dead, was blown to bits, and he was blown to bits . They never 

did find him or the wagon. That happened at Departure Bay Road. I 

forget what that road would be. Gain' out towards Northfield, anyway. 

Q: I can't understand how they could move this nitro-glycerine in the 

plant, and not have it blow up. More than it did. 

A: Yes , it was dangerous stuff. I don't know either. Now, I read the 

story about how thjs wagon exploded, and they figure that two of these 

demi-johns , which is big water jars , they figure that they were just 

rubbing together. And that's what blew it up. So , that happened . I 

don't understand why nitro-glycerine hasn ' t gone up ln a lot of places. 

Maybe it has.happened, too. Because you hear of them blowin' safes with 

the nitro-glycerine -- some of these experts , I don't know how they do 

~.and I wish I knew! (laughter) . 

I once worked with a fellow, and he gave me the opportunity 

to open upN his tool chest. And he had on one of his combination locks. 
He said If you can open it, he said , I ' ll give you all the tools that's 

in it . Well , I couldn't open it. But he could, and he had tN~Jreport 
to the police every six months, I think it was , because he was a lock 

expert. And he was an engineer too. But he had to report every six 

months to the police, because he knew so much about locks . --He's dead 

and gone now, so they don't have to worry about him any more . 

Q: How were the houses around here when you were young? What did they 
look like? 

A: Oh, they were just -- we~l, one-by-four nailed together, or or two-by

four -- and this is the way they went . As long as you could live in it 
comfortably, you see -- the miners at first, they used to get a ton of 

coal a month, for nothing. That was given to them . And then in the summer 

time they didn 't use so much. So , what they would do, for a few beers, 

they would give the beer parlor their coal order , Well, the company got 

to find this out, and then of course the company started to charge them 

three and a half for a ton of coal . Well, you couldn ' t blame the company . 

And it was the same when it come Christmas time . They used to give 

turkeys away. A man would go into the office, and he would squawk, Oh , 

he got a bigger turkey than me, and I got one more kid than he's got. 

Well , the company said, we'll put a stop to that, so they stopped the whole 

thing . Now you can ' t blame the companies . The men are to blame themselves, 

in most cases. 

Q: And this was the Canadian Collieries? 

A: Oh yes . Yes. 

Q: In Extension I hear the houses were quite close together . If one 

house caught fire, the one beside it might catch fire . 

A: Well, in most places, even Nanaimo, it was that way. Outside of going 

out to the Five Acres, and then they were on the five acre lots, you see . 

And this was how the people bought their lots. They boufht them up in 

five acre sections. Now those that did buy those , they ' ve made money, 

because the Hare~ood Shopping Centre is on a five acre lot . And they ' ve 

made money on that. But of course, whatxs good ' s money when your dead 

and gone? Most of these old people a{paB~~1 and gone now . It ' s only the 
young ones.that ' s gettin ' the benefit . --I don ' t think I ' m goin ' to leave 

very much to anybody. Because my ovm kids said to me : Dad , if you've 

got any money , spend it -- have a good time . And that ' s what I ' m doin '. 
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I ' ve been to the Old Country , and I've been to Russia, and I ' ve got a 

notion to go hack to Russia for another ~t trip. God willing , I hope I 

liv~ long enough to do it. But I ' ve been so sick , and in the hospital, 

and two or "three operations, and -- just a little afraid to move away from 

home . And, I'm not doin ' that very often now. 

Q: So what did you feel when you heard about these two young fellows that 

were found in the Harewood mine? 

A: Well, I don ' t blame anybody, really . Outside of education . And the 

education be~ins at home . The same as when you ' re teaching your kids to say 

"yes, sir," "no, sir," "thank you", and all this , and they know these mines 

are around here . Now I think the parents should warn their kids never to 

go ~ear them . And [ think it should be taught in the schools as well . 

Because this ~as is bleeding off of coal alJ the time. And these kids, they 

just sat down to .rest . 

This black damp, that comes off of an explosion, very bad. And 

that's what kills most of the miners , is the black da'llp. It ' s not the 

methane gas. The methane gas it will rise to the ceiling. vJell, if they can 

get out, with that gas up there , they ' re all right . But it ' s this black 

damp that they ' ve got to stop and --you ' ve probably read where men, in 

explosions -- now one case I know of was Blakeburn , where the men went in and 

they brattished themselves right in , sealed it up as best they could, but 

that black damp just leaked through and killed -- I think it was about twelve 

or fourteen they got in this one place. Well , xfxtkR it ' s no use of trying 

if the place is caved , and you can ' t get out, you've got to do something . 

So they try and seal themselves off. Well , it happened that they didn ' t 

seal it tight enough . 

Now these two kids up there, they -- I think they just sat down to 

rest , and they breathed in this black damp , and they killed "themselves. 

And it only takes one half of one percent, and very few people know that . 

One half of one percent to kill a person . Now that ' s not very much at all . 

Q: So how do you think that black damp-- does.it never go away then? 

A: Oh, when you ' re working in the mines, kthe m fans , the big suction fans 

that are going-- they ' d take your hat off , if you ' re standing in line with 

the air that comes down the slope , or down the shaft . Oh yes . That gas never 

gets a chance to stay in the mine . J.t just unless in the early days, you 

see , when they were working , with the naked lights , that was when they had 

trouble too . 

Q: So where would this black damp come from then , that was still in that 

Harewood mine? 

A: Oh yes , it would just leak off from the coal . The coal is there . It 

would,just Jeak out, yes . - -I wouldn't advise --they were talking about 

a place where you could take people in and show them the coal mine . I 

wouldn ' t advise that at all. Because r;as is very dangerous , in fact , you ' ll 

notice that even that carbon monoxide from your car exhaust , and how people 

have got killed with the windows all ~·o lled up, and they ' re trying to keep 

the car warm, and, well , this is the way similar things happen . 

Q: Well , when they test it-- can they go in if there ' s.methane gas up there? 

Can anybody go in with a light? And have it not blow up? 
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A : No . No , not with a naked light. Yes , it would blow up with a 
naked light . But your fire boss , does your firing, shoots your shots 

for you, and charges you for your caps and that, he has a lamp, what 
they call a "safety lamp" - - and he tests the place before he ' ll even 

fire a shot . Now what happens, he ' s got a light inside , and there's 
a glass there , and he can see, right in the glass , and if he gets a 
blue flame on top of that light, he ' s not going to shoot , because you 
got f gas in there . And that ' s it . 
Q: How do you suppose that these miners, you know, in the 1912 strike , 
--a couple of the miners on the safety committee found -- how did they 

test in those days? 

A: Well., similar to what I ' m tell i ng you about . 1!Ji th a safety lamp . 
They went in there, and they found gas , and they reported it . And of 

course , just like you were organizin ' a union 
everywhere they went . For reporting the gas . 

they were fired , 

Q: Was it you that was telling me about a cave -in , and someone held on 
to the mule ' s tail led him out? 
A: Yes. That was my uncle Jimmie , up in iNK Extension , I think it was 

the explosion in ' 22 . It was the last explosion they had in Extension, 
anyway. And he was drivin ' mule M~X±NRXR+X in there, and he said if 

he hadn ' t of been drivin ' a mule he wouldn 't of got out . The place was 

caved , and he said the mule got through a place , he said , it ' d take 
him all his time to crawl through on his hands and knees . And he says 

the mule ~~x got through there , and I just hung on to its tail. And 
he says , that ' s how he got out. --The mul~ , I don ' t know how he , 
~~ether he could feel the air comin ' through the hole or not, but he 
said he hung on to the mule and that ' s how he got out . 

Oh, I ' ~ sure there ' s a lot of these old time miners , specially 
up around Extension , they would be able to tell you a lot of these 

things , that I been telling you about. 
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End of interview 

t ( ·- - .I .. 

,, - .· . 
..,; ... l. .., j - "lo. "" ..&. .......... 

\,. ... ..,.., v ! 4 • - .... l .:.· .. _ t... • 

... . i'.:,,- -~ ·. 't. l-1..--i ;_, .. : . 

... 

• 


