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College board chairman Dr. Charles Ennals 
responded quickly to the announcement November 
1 by the Honourable Rita Johnston, Minister of 
Transportation and Highways of the route for the 
inner arterial through Nanaimo. 

As described, the route passes east of the College 
through B. C. Hydro property paralleling Wakesiah 
A venue and then swings north-west between the 
College's Vocational division and Nanaimo and 
District Secondary School. 

In June, the College Board expressly opposed 
this alignment on the grounds that it would cause 
irreparable damage to the educational atmosphere 
of the College and severely compromise plans for 
the College's future. In a letter to the minister Dr. 
Ennals commented that the college's concerns have 
been ignored, and asked for early meetings with the 
City of N anaimo, the School District and Highways 
planners. 

Early today President Rich Johnson was in con
tact with Minister of Advanced Education, Train
ing and Technology, the Honourable Bruce 
Strachan, and made his concerns known. 

1. The route negates long-standing negotiations 
with B.C. Hydro to acquire their property for Col
lege expansion and now eliminates the College's 
ability to grow in that direction. 

2. It removes a large portion of College property 
including land and buildings now occupied by the 
la-month Carpentry & Residential Construction 
program, the lO-month Millwright program, the 
Heavy Duty Operator's classroom, and the Weld
ing yard. 

3. The four-lane highway will separate the Col
lege from the high school playing fields and the 
Rotary Bowl athletic track, which are used exten-

sively by the College's Physical Education pro
gram in the absence of our own facilities. The 
college had plans to develop playing fields of our 
own on undeveloped College land west of the 
Serauxmen's Stadium, and this route would either 
pass through this site or isolate it, rendering it 
useless for our purposes. 

4. The route will pass only 21 metres from the 
Western Student Housing residences on the college 
campus. Currently 84 students occupy the existing 
building for 12 months of the year, and a second 
building is under construction and expected to be 
in operation by January of 1991. Two more student 
residences are planned on the site. The College, as 
custodians of the land, and Western Student Hous
ing, as lessees, are extremely concerned that the 
traffic noise, fumes and vibration will make living 
conditions there impossible, devalue the invest
ment made by the developer, and limit housing 
options available to students at the College. 

5. This route will close off the Fourth Street 
access to the College which had been an integral 
part of the facilities expansion program, which 
called for a new central core for the College. The 
route will also limit access to the College to one 
single traffic route on Fifth Street, which will be 
controlled by a traffic light. This does nothing to 
improve already congested traffic at the College 
and, in fact, exacerbates the situation. Currently 
there are almost 3,000 vehicles a day requiring 
access to the College; this does not include public 
transit, which at the present time make 44 bus visits 
a day. 

President Johnston asked Minister Strachan to 
intervene on Malaspina College'S behalf. 


