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Board hears new data on inner route 
The Malaspina College Board called a special 

meeting Thursday, September 6, to receive 
presentations on the effects of the proposed inner 
arterial highway on Malaspina College from 
faculty representatives Kathryn Barnwell and Bill 
Pennell, and from City representatives Gerry 
Berry, city administrator, and Les King, city 
engineer. 

At their June meeting in Duncan, the board 
expressed finn opposition to two suggested 
alignments of the proposed inner expressway, 
saying they would cause "irreparable damage to 
the educational atmosphere of the college and 
severely compromise plans for the college's 
future. " 

Those two alignments were the route through 
the centre of the campus and the route parallel to 
Wakesiah Avenue, through B.c. Hydro property, 
and across the campus frontage on Fourth Street. 

The only route the board deemed "negotiable" 
at that time was the western alignment through 
adjoining Department of National Defense 
property and the upper portion of the college 
arboretum. 

At that time board chairman Dr. Ennals said 
that "While this route is less than desirable, it 
alone provides some basis for negotiation." 

As a result of the meeting Thursday, the board 
considered themselves better informed on 
environmental, acoustical, and social impacts the 
traffic route would pose on the college and its 
proposed facilities expansion program. Dr. Ennals 
said the board also felt better prepared for 
negotiations with the Ministry of Highways, 
should the western alignment be chosen. 

"We have now been provided with new 
information and we would like to look further at 
the impact of the inner route on Malaspina 
College," said Dr. Ennals. 

As a result, the board has requested a meeting 
on September 20 with Terry Stamper, of Graeme 
& Murray Consultants Ltd., the Ministry of 
Highways ' consultants on planning the proposed 
four-lane, limited-access highway. 

In the meantime, the board will closely monitor 
the recommendation of the city's inner route 
liaison committee, and take whatever action is 
appropriate before a final decision is made by 
Nanaimo City Council. 

He said that "The board is aware of the major 
contribution the college makes to local traffic 
generation, and of our responsibility in assisting 
the city to find a fair and equatable solution." 

Facilities expansion enters phase II 
Phase I of the facilities expansion 

program--construction of the new Liberal Arts 
building-is expected to be completed in the next 
few days , and the official ribbon-cutting by 
Lieutenant Governor David Lam is set for Friday, 
September 28. 

The 19,000 sq. ft. structure, which took a 

Malaspina 
College 

record-breaking 
three months to 
build, now houses 
11 classrooms, 38 

faculty offices, the Writing Clinic, and a 
computer lab. The building is fully accessible by 
wheelchair, as required under the new B.c. 
Building Code. Some of the office furniture did 
not arrive on time, due to the railroad blockades 
in Eastern Canada, but classrooms have been in 
full use since the start of classes. (Late note: the 
furniture arrived on Monday, September 10, and 
will be moved into the building as soon as 
possible.) 

OVER ... 



PIAF and science area expansion 
Members of the facilities development 

committee and architect Terry Williams met with 
Science and Technology representatives Friday, 
September 7, to discuss space requirements for 
the Pacific Institute of Aquaculture and Fisheries 
(PIAF), and expansions to the Environmental 
Sciences and Math/Chemistry buildings. It is 
anticipated that preliminary drawings for both 
these projects will be available in the coming 
weeks. The PIAF project is estimated to take 
about 9.5 months, the renovations to the 
Environmental Sciences building a bit over 10 
months, and the Math/Chemistry renovations are 
estimated to take approximately 9 months to 
complete. All three projects will be completed 
before the start of the 1991/92 academic year. 

Arts and Sciences building 
Meanwhile, planning continues on the new 

Arts and Sciences building, which will house the 
proposed Multi-Disciplinary Studies (MDS) 
degree program and an Arts I program for 
education students. The Arts I program is being 
proposed as a pilot project in conjunction with the 
University of Victoria, in response to the recent 
Sullivan Report. The site-behind the Learning 
Resources Centre-has now been cleared, and it 
is anticipated that revised preliminary drawings 
of the building will be available shortly. 
Construction may start as early as October, and 
the completion date is slated for November, 1991. 

New central core 
On the basis of the board's rejection of the 

proposed inner route through the middle of the 
campus, the architects have begun detailed 
planning of the new central core of the campus 
between the existing administration centre and 

the gymnasium. During August, space planner 
Melody Mole met with the future occupants of 
the Business and one-stop Student Services 
building. Once the departments' space 
requirements are matched with the resources 
available, artist renderings of the building and the 
planned central campus arrival point will be 
created. It is anticipated that construction of this 
building will take 15 months, and will be 
completed by January, 1992. 

Learning Resources Centre 
The Learning Resources Centre will be 

expanded by up to 10,000 sq. ft. Work is 
projected to start in November and finish in 
December, 1991. 

Art and Food Services expansion 
Plans for the expansion of the Art building and 

Food Services areas are expected to start later this 
fall, and work on the Bookstore will probably 
start next February. 

Fire access routes 
Clearing for the first fire access road behind 

the Learning Resources Centre has been 
completed, and clearing and construction of the 
second one-behind the Environmental Sciences 
building-will take place later this year. The 
emergency vehicles' access roads are now 
required under the B.C. Building Code and will, 
at the same time, allow for easier pedestrian flow 
through the campus. 

Faculty lounge, parking and lighting 
Plans for a possible faculty/staff lounge, and 

additional parking and exterior lighting are still 
being pursued, subject to Ministry funding. 
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