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BOARD SETS POLICY ON 
ARTERIAL ROUTES, NEW BUDGET 

News Release issued to the media 
Thursday June 21 

College board rejects 
through-campus, 
Wakesiah arterial routes 

Western alignment seen as only 
"negotiable" option 

DUNCAN: The Malaspina College Board 
today announced its firm opposition to two sug
gested alignments of the proposed inner arterial 
highway, saying they would cause irreperable 
damage to the educational atmosphere of the 
college and severely compromise plans for the 
college's future. 

The Board said it is totally opposed to Align
ment Six suggested by Graeme and Murray, the 
Ministry of Highways' consultants on planning 
the proposed 4-lane, limited-access highway. 
Alignment six would cut across the middle of the 
college campus, through the current bookstore 
and Adult Basic Education facility, and directly 
beside the student residence. 

This alignment would also remove the central 
area of the campus on which college architects 
are planning to build a new student services 
facility and campus core. 

"We are dismayed that this option has been 

proposed," said Board chairman Dr. Charles 
Ennals. "The college has a commitment from 
the Ministry of Highways dating back to April 
1971 that there would be no such intrusion onto 
the campus. It was on this basis that the property 
was acquired from the Government of Canada." 

The board also rejected Alignment One, 
which parallels Wakesiah Avenue through 
property currently owned by B.c. Hydro. The 
board pointed out that the college has been 
negotiating with B.C. Hydro for a considerable 
period for purchase of this property and has 
secured first rights of refusal to buy it. The 
property would provide valuable space for park
ing and expansion of the trades training area and 
is a key element in the college's future planning. 

"We are also concerned that this alignment 
would traverse through the adjoining School 
District property and negatively affect the stu
dent residence and access to the college from 
Fourth Street," Dr. Ennals said. 

Of the three options presented to the college, 
Dr. Ennals said Alignment Two, "while less than 
desirable, alone provides some basis for negotia
tion." This alignment would approach from west 
of the campus, through adjoining Department of 
National Defense property and pass through and 
behind the upper portion of college property. 

The board pointed out that this alignment 
would cut through the middle of the college's 
Arboretum, a natural forest area used by en
vironmental science and forestry students. One 
third of the Arboretum would be isolated by this 
alignment. It would also pass very close to the 
apiculture facility. 

"This alignment would have a significant im
pact on the college and its future," Dr. Ennals 
said. "Noise, fumes and vibration would all have 
an impact on the Arboretum and our other 
facilities in the area, such as the bee yard, green
houses and aquaculture program." 

He commented that the board remains con-



cerned that access for the public and students 
would benefit from any new road construction. 

Despite concerns about the inner route as 
presented, Dr. Ennals said the board is willing 
to work together with any plans which would 
enhance the college's fundamental role in the 
economic and cultural life of the region. 

News Release issued to the media 
Friday June 22. 

College shows surplus for 
1989-90; adopts bigger, 
tighter budget for 1990-91 

DUNCAN: Malaspina College showed a 
modest surplus of $561,383 for 1989-90, but will 
need every penny of it to get through an even 
bigger 1990-91. 

At their annual year-end meeting in Duncan 
Thursday, the college board reviewed the $33.1 
million budget for 89-90 and adopted a new 
$37.1 million budget for 90-91. 

But even with the 15.5 per cent increase and 
the half million-plus surplus carry-over, college 
bursar Edwin Deas warned the board that it will 
be a lean year for Malaspina. 

He said most of the surplus comes from funds 
for degree program development that was held 
back for future use. There will be a slightly more 
stringent situation this year, he said. 

He pointed out that historically Malaspina has 
responded to community demands and provided 
programs above funding provided by Victoria. 
From this year the college will be holding 
programs more finnly to funded levels, he said. 

The combination of rapid growth in academic 
programs with resulting higher student demand 
on support services, has also brought increased 
pressure on college facilities. A 25 per cent 
reduction in capital funding for equipment this 
year will make for tough decisions, he said. 

College president Rich Johnston said that 
starting in September, Malaspina will launch a 
greatly-expanded range of new university de
gree programs, and administrators are prepar
ing for a major increase in students on campus 
with resulting extra demands on facilities . Up to 

36 new faculty are being hired to teach the new 
programs. 

Deas pointed out that provincial base funding 
for instruction has jumped from $18.2 million to 
$21.4 million this year, plus another almost $2 
million for non-recurring and temporarily 
funded courses. 

The 16.4 per cent increase in general revenues 
for the college will be severely stretched to meet 
even higher expected increases in expenditures, 
Deas explained. Instruction costs are predicted 
to climb by 16.5 per cent and support services 
costs are expected to be as high as 17.4 per cent 
above last year. 

"We'11 be working with tight funding, high 
expectations from students, and have very 
limited house-keeping resources," he warned. 

Deas said that tuition and lab fees will provide 
$3.9 million revenue, an increase of $512,487 
from last year, but he pointed out that this will 
still be only 13.6 per cent of operating costs. 

He said tuition fees were raised approximately 
four per cent earlier this year, following board 
policy of holding fees to well below the provin
cial average. The increase in revenue results 
from a larger student population paying slightly 
higher fees, he said. 

Deas said that despite the increase in revenue, 
growth in instruction, administration and ser
vices will have to be rigidly controlled in order 
to balance the budget 
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