
Jean Cameron-Wheeler: I can't remember. 
 
Sam Cameron: I'm pretty sure you said before it was. 
 
JC-W: Well anyhoo, we came to Union Bay. We got in there about 2 o'clock in the morning. 
And they had a special. They had a train waiting for us to take us to take us to Beban. Another 
family and us down there.  
 
Joy Leach: Just for you?  
 
JC-W: Just for the 2 of us. The train went down. The motor, the engine and the coach went down 
and brought us back up to Beban. 
 
JL: Um, hm. 
 
JC-W: And we probably lived there for til the time of the strike.  
 
JL: In 19...? 
 
JC-W: 1914 strike. 1912.  
 
SC: 1912.  
 
JC-W: 1912, yeah. We were there, we weren't there very long. About a year. 
 
JL: About a year.  
 
JC-W: Prince George. From the beginning during the war, there wasn't, no. I don't remember any 
struggle anyway. I was just 11, I was 12 then and I don't remember anything. 
 
JL: Did you start school right away? 
 
JC-W: No. I wanted to start right away and mother wouldn't let me. They were taking ride on the 
flat cars into Cumberland and I think it was the flat car the ride I wanted more than school.  
 
JL: So where were you living? 
 
JC-W: In Beban. 
 
JL: You were living in Beban.  
 
JC-W: There was only a few houses there then. They were still building them.  
 
JL: Did they call it Cumberland or did they call it Union? 
 
JC-W: They called it Beban.  



 
JL: No. But did they call Cumberland...? 
 
JC-W: Oh yes, it was called Cumberland then. Yes, I was called Cumberland by then.  
 
JL: It was at a pretty, did you ever see that town when you... 
 
JC-W: Oh yes. We used to go in because that's where we had to get most of our shopping. We 
used to go in and the train used to run in, you see. All the time. And then. 
 
JL: So what did you do that year? Did you stay at home and help? 
 
JC-W: I just had to stay home until September, you see. And then I went to school. And then by 
that time, the school was in Beban. And I went to school there.  
 
JL: Oh I see. Oh but you don't remember, was there, did you have an idea that a strike was 
coming? Can you remember grown-ups talking about it? 
 
JC-W: No, I don't remember them talking about it at all.  
 
JL: And what happened then, when the strike came? 
 
JC-W: Well, we had to move from Beban and we moved to Cumberland. Was that, yes. And 
then. 
 
SC: Then there was... 
 
JC-W: Then dad built a house at Royston. And we went down there and lived.  
 
JL: You had no money coming in at that time then? 
 
JC-W: They had a little bit. I think it was $11 a week we got.  
 
JL: Strike pay. 
 
JC-W: All that strike pay for, I don't know for how long. But I remember it was $11 a week. 
Yeah.  
 
JL: Uh-huh. Was your dad active in that union organizing or was he...? 
 
JC-W: No, I don't think had, I don't know if he had anything much to do with it or not.  
 
JL: But he honoured the strike.  
 
JC-W: Oh yeah. He didn't go to work.  
 



JL: Did many? Do you remember, did many go? 
 
JC-W: I don't remember any of them, but I knew that went. Of course, at that age you know, you 
don't pay too much attention.  
 
JL: Yeah. What, how did your mother manage on that kind of money? What kind of...? 
 
JC-W: She managed. She managed fine.  
 
JL: Did you consider yourself poor? 
 
JC-W: We had things we wanted. Mother, I don't know how she got, but she seemed to. We 
always seemed to be well fed and everything and... 
 
JL: Did you always have a garden? 
 
JC-W: Yeah, we used to have a bit of a garden, but not too much. But I can remember going to 
school. My clothes were just as good as them, and the others' that dads were working. 
 
JL: Did you mom sew? 
 
JC-W: Yes, she used to sew by hand then and finally she got a machine. She made a lot of her 
clothes by hand.  
 
JL: Mm-hum. What kind of, were the stores good? Did you, were you able to get all sorts of... 
 
JC-W: Oh, you could get pretty well anything you wanted in the stores.  
 
JL: Now if you were in Royston then. 
 
JC-W: Were in Royston, yes. 
 
JL: And then, the strike ended when? 
 
JC-W: The strike ended, was it...? Dad joined up in 1916, that's when he joined up. Yeah, 16. 
And it was after that that they, the strike ended wasn't it? 
 
SC: No. It was before that. 
 
JC-W: Was it before that? Oh yeah.  
 
JL: During the war, did the mines start picking up? Do you remember? 
 
JC-W: I don't know too much about the mines during the war years, but one thing I do remember 
was, we got, mother got the government pension for us all. And then there was another pension 



started by a lot of, by some of them. And the coal miners were going to join in, and they wouldn't 
have them.  
 
JL: Why? 
 
JC-W: They started, so they started up a pension fund of their own. And we got far more out 
of that than the others did. Out of that. Other organizations that had started it. But they 
wouldn't let the coal miners in for some reason or other. Maybe they thought they didn't 
have enough or something. But we got far more money than. We got about double what the 
others got. And we got that til we were 16. And when I was 16, mother told Dr. Hicks that I 
was 16 and he said "oh" he says "let it go" he says "they got lots of money" he says "just let 
it go" he says "and she can have it for a while longer". He was one of the original starters of 
it.  
 
JL: Yeah. What about hospital care? Did you ever have a...? 
 
JC-W: I've never been in hospital, so I don't know too much about it.  
 
JL: Did the union get a hospital? In Cumberland? 
 
JC-W: No.  
 
JL: Who built that hospital? 
 
SC: I think it was all the union there. Years ago, you used to pay so much into the mines. 
The mines paid into the hospital. You paid the, for the doctor and the hospital. Every month 
you, something come off your pay. It wasn't very much, but it's. 
 
JL: But that was the company that did it then? 
 
SC: It wasn't more the company, it was community. It was all community. Actually it wasn't, 
yeah. Mostly community.  
 
JL: Did they have, and I'm going to come back to you. Did they have any effort to have a 
company union? Do you remember anything about that? 
 
SC: No, Not really. Not that I know of. Well, no, a few guys there, what we used to call the 
Sullery Gang.  
 
JL: The what? 
 
SC: The Sullery Gang. They were against the union and that. And they had to meet, and 
one of the fella's Sullery, so we called them the Sullery Gang.  
 
JL: And were they interested in a company union? 
 
SC: No, they were on the company's side.  
 



JL: Period. 
 
SC: Yeah. 
 
JL: Tell me, about the social life when you were a young girl. 
 
JC-W: Well we didn't have a large social life, but the second time we were in Beban. We 
were in Beban 3 times, weren't we? Yeah. I was still going to school then. And, oh we had a 
burn spot. That's one thing I remember. We had a big burn spot. And they used to have the 
dance, you know on Burns Lake. And I remember mother making breakfast for, frying ham 
and eggs for I don't know how many people after 6 o'clock in the morning when we all 
walked, came back and brought all the friends with us. And we used to, Saturday nights, 
we'd have a whisk drive and sometimes a dance after it. And that was. And during the week 
sometimes, we'd have something. They just had this little, it was a house and they sort of 
turned it into hall. That was about all we ever, you know, went. The radio of course in those 
days and that.  
 
JL: Did you ever go to Vancouver or Nanaimo? 
 
JC-W: Oh, I went to Vancouver with a football team and. The time they won the Cup. They 
brought the Cup home. Packed it off the train. The Cumberland football team.  
 
SC: Soccer team. 
 
JC-W: Soccer team, yeah. There was lots of those fellas who are dead now.  
 
JL: Did you have any live theatre? 
 
JC-W: No. Not it Beban, no. 
 
JL: Was there any live theatre in Cumberland do you remember? 
 
SC: No. Usually the small plays on the Ilo Ilo, on the stage. 
 
JC-W: Oh yeah on the Ilo Ilo, that's what they called it in those days. 
 
JL: On the what? 
 
JC-W: Ilo Ilo, that's the name of the theatre.  
 
JL: And what was it? Amateur theatre or? 
 
SC: Yes.  
 
JL: People around there got together and. 
 
JC-W: Yeah.  
 



JL: Small theatre group. Was that pretty regular? 
 
JC-W: No, it wasn't very regular. It just was either or, or something they cropped up and 
somebody wanted to have something. And we used to have a lot of baseball games. I used 
to go to all. I don't think I ever missed a baseball game.  
 
JL: That was a girl, could girls play? 
 
JC-W: No. This wasn't girls’ baseball. It was the men. They'd you know, they had a good 
baseball team there and. 
 
SC: It was the best on the island. 
 
JL: Did, in the early days, were your, was your family interested in politics? 
 
JC-W: No.  
 
JL: You don't remember any political leanings? 
 
JC-W: I don't any, no I don't remember anything like that at all.  
 
JL: What about you? Do you remember? Do you remember politics? Do you remember who 
our MLA was? Did you ever hear? 
 
SC: No. My father, he was a Conservative. For the last run, he got fed up with them and the 
last, before he died, the last election he voted for the CTF.  
 
JL: Was CTF, can you remember, was that very big up there? 
 
SC: Yeah, they were just starting out then.  
 
JL: Who was, can you remember who was the CTF representative was? 
 
SC: No. I don't remember.  
 
JL: You ever hear of Colin Cameron?  
 
SC: I've heard of him. That was late. That was before this time though.  
 
JL: Hawthorne Sprite, does that name mean anything? 
 
SC: Hum? 
 
JL: Hawthorne Sprite? 
 
SC: No. 
 
JL: No. You never ever went to a hall for a political meeting or? 



 
SC: No.  
 
JL: What about women getting the vote? Did you pay any attention to that? 
 
JC-W: No, I didn't. I was young then. I wasn't interested in that. Yeah. 
 
JL: Did you ever. I guess what I want to know is, you know what kind of work did you do? 
What kind of work was there for girls to do? 
 
JC-W: Well I worked in the store at Beban.  
 
SC: Simon Wise's. 
 
JC-W: It's wasn't Simon Wise's then. It was sold. And I can't remember who owned it then. 
And Mr. Burns was the manager. Yeah. And I worked in the store there. And then when he 
left another fellow came in. And I still worked for him. And that's the work I did. And then 
after this other fellow left, he went out with a full pocket I think and took all that money and 
everything. 
 
JL: When was that? 
 
JC-W: That was in 19... 
 
SC: '22? 
 
JC-W: No, it was before that I think. Because I had the post office for quite a few years. I 
just can't remember what date. 
 
JL: You ran the post office did you? 
 
JC-W: Well after he left, the Chinese took over the store. But they wouldn't give them the 
post office. And I wasn't going to apply for it at first, cause I thought well I wasn't doing 
anything anyway, so I applied for it and we had it in the house. And I was Post Master there 
for quite a few years. 
 
JL: Really? 
 
SC: By '22, wasn't it? 
 
JC-W: Somewhere around, yeah. Either '21 or '22, something like that. 
 
SC: Done by '25.  
 
JC-W: We got married in 25, yeah. Gave it up then.  
 
JL: Well, they wouldn't give it to the Chinese? 
 



JC-W: No, they wouldn't give it to the Chinese for some reason. I don't why. I guess maybe 
they weren't qualified maybe or something. I don't know. And see, I've been running it 
before. I got it easy.  
 
JL: Mm-hm. So, and that was for Beban?  
 
JC-W: Yeah that was Beban. Yeah and we had a house. 
 
JL: How many people lived there then? 
 
JC-W: Oh, must have been around 600, I should imagine.  
 
SC: 6 or 7 hundred. 
 
JL: In Beban? 
 
JC-W: In Beban. Yes there's quite a lot. They built all these you know, houses in the. They 
were all company houses.  
 
JL: How much was the rent on the company houses? 
 
JC-W: Oh I don't remember. Do you remember, Sam? 
 
SC: It was $11.  
 
JC-W: It was $12 wasn't it? 
 
SC: 11 or 12. 
 
JC-W: Yeah.  
 
JL: A month. Were they very well built? 
 
JC-W: Yeah, they were quite good houses. And they had fire places in the bedroom as well 
as in the. 
 
SC: About the size of this house, wasn't it? 
 
JC-W: Some of them were 6 rooms, some of them were 5 rooms and some of them were 4 
rooms. The last one we lived, we went into a 4 room one, when we went there of course. 
Cause that was all we, they had. That was all, you know, the rest weren't built. Then we 
went into a 5 room one. Then we went into 6 room one.  
 
JL: What would they have then? You're talking about 3 bedrooms or? 
 
JC-W: No, there was a big living room. Or dining room, whatever you call it, the kitchen. 
And, dining room, and living, dining and 3 bedrooms. 



 
JL: Were they insulated well? 
 
JC-W: No.  
 
JL: So it was pretty cold in the winter? 
 
JC-W: We never felt the cold. 
 
SC: We brought some coal in. It wasn't cold. 
 
JC-W: We kept the fires on pretty good.  
 
JL: And there was a fireplace in all the rooms? 
 
JC-W: There was a fireplace in the bedrooms and in the living room too. And in the sitting 
room. And the living room. 
 
SC: It was never cold in that house. 
 
JC-W: No, I never felt cold in it.  
 
JL: Did you have to be connected to with mine? 
 
JC-W: Oh yes, you had to, if you stayed there. Yes, you wouldn't have got a house if you 
weren't. 
 
JL: And when the strike happened then you had to get out of the house. 
 
MC: You had to get out. We moved to Cumberland then. And that's, then dad joined up. 
 
SC: We stayed at Royston. 
 
JC-W: We stayed at Royston. We partly built the house. It was good enough to live in you 
know, but some of the inside wasn't finished, so mother got a lot of it done when he was 
away. Got finished up.  
 
JL: Do you remember the explosion? 
 
JC-W: I just remember that last one that Sam was talking about, where Stanley Robertson 
was killed. And I can't remember, who else was in it, was in that one. Was Randy Vinweirs 
in that one? 
 
SC: Huh? 
 
JC-W: Randy Vinweirs in that one? 
 
SC: No.  



 
MC: No. I can't remember anybody else.  
 
JL: Now, Mrs. Cameron, you were born in Cumberland. Is that right?  
 
Margaret Cameron: Yes, thankfully. 
 
JL: When were you born? 
 
MC:  1909. 
 
JL: So do you remember, you wouldn't have any memory of the strike, the first strike period. 
 
MC: No. I can't remember that.  
 
JL: Do you remember your dad talking about it?  
 
MC: Well, you know when we were kids, I remember used to hear him say one thing about 
it, "when I go to my grave, I'll not go with a black mark against my name." Well, at the time, 
you don't think nothing of it. At least us kids didn't, you know. But as we got older, and you 
know, then we, dawned on us. Mean that he would never scab, you see? And this is why. 
And so I mean, all. But you know, years ago, you were raised and it's not like the kids 
nowadays. You were seen and not heard, you know. You would never, if your parents was 
talking, you would no more think of going in and sitting down and listening to them. You just 
never done it, you know? And this is why the kids nowadays, why they can sit down here 
and talk to you, 7 or 8 years old, like a person 25 or 30, you know. But you didn't do it in 
them days, you see. But I can remember, like the strike. I remember one time. All I can 
remember is someone saying, "come on Maggie." Oh God. And I grabbed a baseball bat, 
but I just going do with it. And I had to march, well everybody was marching go to. Was out 
to the Number 5 mine. And it was all us women. And it was all lined up for these miners that 
was going to go down then and I'm gonna tell you, the first one was coming along, but my 
brother-in-law, and I said, "you leave him to me. I'll lay out cold." I'll never forget that if I live 
to be 1000.  
 
JL: What, now when was that? 
 
MC: Well this is, I don't know as I said before. You know there was always seem fight, 
there's always been striking, or you're idle or something to me, all my life up there, you 
know. It was nothing to put up on the billboard and you had to go up town to find if you were 
going to work the next day. See they put a notice up, you know. You're never really always 
knew.  
 
JL: If you were going down into the mines. 
 
MC: Well, that's it. If you go to work that day, you see. And then you. I don't know, all at 
once. I remember one time, you know it's a, you know, this is all I can remember being 
marching up there, to Number 5 mine. 
 



JL: And you were a girl then? 
 
MC: Oh yes, you see. And this is what happened. You know how little things will stick out in 
your head, you know.  
 
JC-W: One thing I remember was the riot up there. In time with the last strike. Do you 
remember that Sam? 
 
SC: No.  
 
JC-W: The riot. They had a riot up the street in Cumberland. And, cause that's his mother, 
she, he says "don't let any of them come out" he says. You were there.  
 
JL: What year are we in now?  
 
JC-W: 19... That was the last strike. What was that? That was the 1914 strike, I guess.  
 
SC: Yeah.  
 
JL: You remember that? Tell me about that. 
 
JC-W: Well anyway, all I can remember about this riot was. Dad come running home and he 
didn't have a jacket on. So mother says "what's the matter?" She says "where's your 
jacket?" He says "there was a fellow" he says "I knew up there. He's a friend of mine." And 
he says, "he was up there just in his short sleeves" he says and he was scared he'd get 
arrested because there seemed to be, the fighters used to be in their short sleeves. So dad 
said "I gave them my jacket" he says "and I came running home" he says "to get another 
one."  
 
MC: He wouldn't, he wasn't a fighter. 
 
JC-W: No. 
 
JL: Who were they fighting against? 
 
JC-W: Well, the strikers.  
 
SC: It was the strikers. 
 
JC-W: It was the scabs and the union. 
 
JL: Did they have a police force then that?  
 
SC: The army there. 
 
JL: They had the army. And you weren't allowed out. 
 
JC-W: No. Dad says "don't let them out, keep them in. All of them up there." He says "there 
was lots of kids up there, but keep them in. Don't let them up there." 



 
 
JL: So the women you think took an active role in supporting their husbands, eh? 
 
JC-W: Well, I think they did.  
 
MC: Yes.  
 
JL: You didn't ever hear your parents, your mother saying oh they didn't support, they didn't 
want them not work, or. 
 
JC-W: No. They never, you know, in front of us. They never talked much about it. About the 
strikes and things.  
 
SC: My dad was a very quiet man anyway. 
 
JC-W: Yeah, dad was very quiet.  
 
MC: That was like my father too. He was quiet, but my mother made up for him. 
 
SC: My dad used to say [unintelligible]. 
 
MC: He did. He was a red-headed Irishman and boy oh boy. So she made up for my father. 
He was very quiet. He was killed in 19, in the explosion of 1922 up there. I just don't 
remember how many was.  
 
JL: Which mine was that? 
 
MC: In Number 4 mine. Cause I can remember my mother, she used to hook rugs, you 
know. And she was sitting at, that morning we had like a little, like there's your sink and we 
had a little window. And you know, we sort of pushed it open like that. And she just 
happened to look out, and she could see my father getting back. My mother's 
very superstitious. She could see my father coming back. "Stop Jack" she hollered "stop". 
She said "whatever you're wanting, I'll get it. Don't come any further." And he didn't believe 
in it. He kept coming up and so she hollered "what are you wanting?"  He forgot his chewing 
tobacco. So, it was wonderful because he never bought it. It was kind of cheap you know. 
There was so many of us kids. He bought. That's true. I'm telling the truth. He would and he 
could bum, he wouldn't buy it. There were so many kids you know. Couldn't afford it. And 
my mother had 13. We didn't all get to be kids. I mean we all didn't get to be grown-ups. 
Some died at birth and some 2, 3 years old. Different things like this. But you haven't told 
him not to come back, but he got as far as the gate and she met him at the gate. And he 
said oh she balled him out for coming back. And I'll never forget, I heard him say "don't 
forget. Keep this Gertie" he says "Gertie keep this gate locked." So Kenneth, that's my 
brother. By the way, he's gone now too. He said "keep that gate locked. And make sure that 
Kenneth don't get out here in the ally." Because his name Parnham. He drove for Simon's 
butcher shop. I'm gonna tell you. They never wore the tires out in the car. He just went so 
fast around the corners. Never touched the road, the tires never did. I'm telling you. And my 
father was always scared to death that Kenneth would get killed, you know. Opened up our 
gate and there was the ally right there see? And that was the last he spoke to her. So all 



day she was hooking the rug. Around 3 o'clock I think or something. I have a book at home 
about it and that. Anyway, she was hooking this rug and all at once. No, must have been 
about, right after 3 because, remember we just all come home from school, when she heard 
the noise, a bang. And she looked. There's your father, he's gone. And that was it. He was 
gone and that was it. I had a brother too. He's in Duncan now. He was, they called it 
Afterdam I think or something. Anyway, he was knocked down 2 or 3 times, but he come 
up. They got him up like, and he walked home all that way, so that my mother like let her 
know that he was alright. 
 
JL: She didn't go up to the mine? 
 
MC: No, just kept hooking that rug, believe it or not. I don't understand it. Well what could 
you do? They wouldn't let you go up there. They'd stop you anyway. You wouldn't, you 
know. I can still remember her hooking that rug. You know what I mean? You'd have 
thought she'd have got panicky. But something, I just don't. As I said before, you wouldn't, 
you don't ask your parents things you know. There's nothing to know. You know, but. 
 
JL: Do you remember how many were gone in that mine? 
 
MC: Well, I have the book at home about that anyway. About how many. Do you remember 
Sam, how many was? At that mine? 
 
SC: No.  
 
MC: We had 2 explosions I know up there. Wasn't too far apart. I know this was in, because 
it was 1922. I remember that playing because. And I know my mother, she raised us and. 
 
SC: We were up in Birmingham about that, and I should, because I was always [intelligible] 
for that time.  
 
MC: Were you? Yeah.  
 
JL: That was the first explosion, was it? 
 
MC: I don't know cause we had 2 explosions, not too far apart, didn't we Sam? 
 
SC: One on the new slope. One on the old slope. 
 
MC: Yeah, we had, there was 2 explosions, I remember. And I know there was one that was 
quite a few people. And there was one that wasn't. But like I know, my father, you know. At 
them days, they'd bring you home. Not like nowadays. I remember they had, he had a big, 
dark mustache and that. And he had none. It was burnt right off, you know, and everything, 
right off his face, you know. But they do, you know, make like closed coffins. They brought 
their own like that and everything.  
 
JL: Did they, did the mines close down then?  
 
MC: I don't think so. I think they cleaned it all up and everything. I don't remember. I think 
they went back, didn't they Sam? 



 
SC: No. They didn't go further ahead. They started pulling the pillars until they died. That's 
when there was, started before falling down. It took years to pull all those. 
 
JL: Was that, what caused those explosions do you think? 
 
SC: Well, I don't know what started it. There was a lot of gas in the tunnel. There was, 
certain airways wasn't looked after. There was all caved in and there was nowhere. They 
had a big fan down there. There was nowhere for the air to get up. They never look after the 
airways. 
 
JL: Was there government inspection of those mines? 
 
SC: Yeah.  
 
I: Did they have, even when you were there, did they have different kinds of procedures 
when the inspectors were coming? 
 
SC: No.  
 
JL: They didn't new equipment or. 
 
SC: No. 
 
JL: So either the inspectors weren't keeping them up to standard or. 
 
SC: You always knew ahead. When he start coming down, they phoned, somebody would 
phone down and say the inspector's coming so you made, they made sure everyone was 
right for them.  
 
JL: When there was a mine explosion like that, would they, would the workers themselves 
lay everything down for a while? Would they stop working? 
 
SC: I don't know about these [unintelligible]. 
 
JL: Do you remember, was there a social life? I'm a bit confused. Now your dad was 
involved in the union. But there was another. Did the union collapse? 
 
SC: Yeah. It was the United Iron Workers of America. And they pulled out of it. In the 
States. They, and that left men without a union you see? It took them years to get organized 
again.  
 
JL: When did the United Mine Workers pull out? 
 
SC: In the time of the strike. They pulled out. 
 
JL: Oh. 
 



SC: Then they did get organized again. The United Mine Workers. There was a Mine 
Workers Union of Canada come in the next time. After a while, they switched back over to 
the United Mine Workers again. There was more in that then there was in the Canadian 
union. 
 
JL: So in 1912, was that a failed strike? 
 
SC: A what? 
 
JL: A failed strike? Did they win or lose? 
 
SC: Well, I don't think they lost, won, but they didn't lose either. For 2 and a half years or 
something out of work.  
 
M #2: And wasn't there a time in the mines, after the mines and the men got out and 
anybody got killed, that they closed the mine down and afterwards they got the idea that 
they'd keep working and donate their wages doing that to. 
 
SC: Well, when I worked in the mines, if anything get killed, you went home right away. 
Everybody went home. And then they stayed home the day of the funeral, and you know.  
 
JL: Did you remember the day Ginger Goodwin was killed? 
 
JC-W: No, I don't remember that.  
 
JL: Do you Mrs. Cameron? 
 
MC: No, I don't remember that. I don't remember. I was young at the time myself. I don't 
remember that at all. I remember hearing, seeing folks at his funeral, and that. But you 
know you sort of kept a ways back. Your parents made you stay home.  
 
JL: Did your dad go to the funeral? 
 
MC: Well, I don't remember. I don't you know what I mean. I was young at the time to really 
know. And I'd been. Yeah.  
 
JL: Cause that was the '40's when they had that event.  
 
SM: That was a huge shock. 
 
[Recording cuts off] 
 
MC: Because he was hiding up there, up in the, was it up the lake or somewhere? He was 
hiding. And I think different people were bringing the food or something, wasn't it Sam? 
 
SC: They made [unintelligible]. 
 
MC: Yeah, took the food up and. 
 



JL: Then they come with a fellow line worker or? 
 
SC: Yeah.  
 
MC: Took the food up and everything. And then, was that a woman Cordon? 
 
JC-W: Yes, that's who it was. Mrs. Cordon.  
 
MC: I knew there was a woman. Remember years ago, my mother said about it. Yeah.  
 
JL: And it was a. I thought it was a policeman? 
 
SC: Who shot him.  
 
MC: It was a policeman that shot him. To know where he was at, he'd have to be told, you 
know. 
 
SC: Cavel told him, especially from Victoria. 
 
JC-W: He was shot in the back, wasn't he?  
 
MC: Yeah, shot in the back.  
 
SC: Yeah. He laid him on his stomach.  
 
M #2: Where was he hiding from? 
 
SC: CVR. The organizing union trail. They didn't like that idea.  
 
JL: And wasn't there something to do with conscription? 
 
SC: Well, there was 3 of them out there at the time. And there was Ed Hundin and there 
was 2 or 3 of them with him. They never bothered any of them. All they went out and shot 
him and that was all.  
 
JL: And it was really because he was a union organizer? Well, you were too young to go on 
the march too I guess. There must have quite a crowd out there though.  
 
JC-W: Imagine so.  
 
JL: Do you remember, did your mom have a hard life? 
 
JC-W: Well, I don't think she really did. She always says well. We you know, about this and 
that. But we'd always seem to get away places and, for holidays and everything.  
 
JL: Yeah. How about you Mrs. Cameron? After your mother, after your father was killed. 
Was that hard times? 
 



MC: Well, kind of like Jean, I mean to say, yeah. We never. They didn't take much to please 
us. They, like nowadays you have to have all expensive, clothes were always clean. And 
well dressed and everything. My mother used to sew and different people would want 
dresses and things made and skirts and clothes, and my mother would sew for a living, like 
and that because she got the widow's pension. She got $35 a month.  
 
JL: Who did she get that from? 
 
MC: From the government. She got 12.50 for each child. Wasn't the compensation. I know 
we got. 
 
JL: Did you get anything from the company? 
 
MC: No. Don't think so. And no, no. And then you got that til the children til, my brother and 
sister and that were 16 and then you, and then it stopped. And then I took over and raised 
my brothers and sisters. And then I got the $35 a month. And then when I got married, I 
took her place you see? Then I got that and then when I got married, that $35 a month 
stopped. Seems a little bit. But I don't remember going without anything, even though it was 
only $35 a month. It's funny, cause it wasn't much. 
 
JL: What, can you remember your food? 
 
MC: Well, I don't know. None of us ever went hungry. I don't remember my home life ever 
going to bed hungry.  
 
JC-W: No, neither do I. 
 
MC: Never. And my mother could make a meal. Like she'd cook a supper and I often, I think 
she must have always put extra potatoes in and extra meat. Must have been best. 
Everything extra went in, because at nighttime, before you went to bed, well not just right 
before you went, she'd take this great big frying pan. I'll never forget it. And she'd cut up all 
this meat and the potatoes and veg. It all went into this one frying pan. It was the most 
gorgeous thing you ever tasted in your life. And we all ate, so we never went to bed hungry.  
 
SC: Yeah, I was full. 
 
JC-W: It was the truth. We'd always do that while we're eating.  
 
MC: We did at our house, we did. And there you are. I just don't understand. 
 
JL: Did you have cakes and things? 
 
SC: We had very much cakes. 
 
MC: Well, no. My mother was a bread maker. We always had fresh bread. Always your 
mother made bread and everything and that was better than cake. You know bread and jam 
and that. I used to go ahead and remember, and pick blackberries. My mother would make 
blackberry pie and blackberry jam. Oh that's better than cake. Blackberry jam. Just thinking 
about it now makes me want it.  



 
JL: Did you have lots of soups? 
 
MC: Oh yes. My mother could make soup out of a bone. You'd be surprised. The best soup 
in town. 
 
SC: Well mom's soup was my [unintelligible]. 
 
MC: Well I mean, it was just fantastic. I used to make it with shin beef and that too. Of 
course, my life, I got married here. I'd have to make it, so I must have got it from her. If I had 
a bit of shin beef. And it did, cause you'd put everything in there. And then you used the 
meat, like you'd had your big bowl of soup and then you'd lift up the shin beef and put it on a 
plate. And then you'd have some of that and bread and butter and you're cheap. That's all 
you needed. You got the value there too. 
 
JC-W: Yeah, we got it cheap too. We ate a lot of soup too. And it was good soup. 
 
MC: Just thinking about this makes me want it. 
 
JL: Was it a better time to live? 
 
SC: Yes. 
 
MC: Well, I do too. Because it's a dog eat dog today.  
 
SC: When we were kids, we had a better time than kids do now. Because we had so many, 
something to do. We didn't have to have all this sports made for us. We go and play duck 
on rock or something. They came out and we make no rules and make our own rules, I 
mean. We were happy. I really think we were.  
 
MC: Sure. I used to, remember there that, we lived up very far from the barn where the guy 
used to come around very Saturday night and take and clean out the toilet. And I 
remember, I used to be always wanting to know. You know the big wheels in the iron of it. I 
used to run and have a stick and hit it and hear that noise. I used to run all over. That was 
my play toy. Chasing this wheel around. Boom, that's it.  
 
JC-W: I used to play with hoops, didn't we? 
 
MC: Yeah, right. And you loved it. And you played hop-scotch with just a block of wood for 
hours. Not like kids now. Then you'd have marbles. Boys and girls played marbles. And I 
mean.  
 
SC: They have to have organized sports now. It's different. 
 
MC: Yeah, well you see, this is. I don't understand it. Then you'd have to do your chores 
you know. The boys had to see that the wood chopped you know, in the cabin. And the 
girls, you know, you had to make sure that, chopped vegetables and potatoes. Oh yes and 
you had your chores to do. 
 



JC-W: I didn't have anything like that at, I never had anything like that to do. 
 
MC: You were spoiled rotten then.  
 
JL: You didn't have chores? 
 
JC-W: No. I don't know. I never, they never gave me any chores to do.  
 
SC: You were spoiled.  
 
JC-W: I remember we used to play. We used to have these, what do you call them? These 
stilts.  
 
MC: Right. 
 
JC-W: We used to get up, right on top of the 6 foot fence to get on them.  
 
MC: Yeah, we used to have them. 
 
JC-W: I remember my dad making them. 
 
MC: And my brothers too, just strap them on. 
 
JC-W: We almost broke our neck, getting on them.  
 
MC: We never did. And I can't get up on a chair now. Haven't done for years. But how I 
walked on those stilts, I'll never know.  
 
JL: What about celebrations? Christmas and birthdays. Did you have? 
 
JC-W: Yeah. We also had a tree. We always celebrated. 
 
MC: Not an artificial tree either. No, a real tree. 
 
JC-W: We had friends in for dinner on Christmas.  
 
JL: And what would you have for Christmas dinner and New Year's? 
 
JC-W: We used to have turkey. And I remember we had turkey and plum pudding, you 
know. And shortbread and Christmas cake and all the same things we we have now.  
 
SC: I think more than they have now.  
 
MC: Yeah, sure. 
 
JL: What about presents? 
 
MC: Oh, we always had presents.  
 



SC: Father used to make, you know, most, a lot of our Christmas. My father was always 
making, 6 months before Christmas, start making presents and toys for the kids. Mom 
would start sewing for the kids.  
 
MC: My dad never did. My mother, they were bought. 
 
SC: You were among the wealthy folks.  
 
JL: Is that true? Did your family, why would your family be better off? Or was it just a 
different way? 
 
SC: It was just a different way.  
 
MC: I don't know, just the way mother. I don't know, just a different way. I guess we were.  
 
SC: My mother was an excellent manager. That's how. My mom, she could make a dollar 
father than anybody else.  
 
JC-W: I often wondered how she did it. And when the timing's right. Because no matter 
what I wanted, I always got it.  
 
SC: She was spoiled.  
 
JL: It was certain she was spoiled.  
 
JC-W: No, I don't think so.  
 
JL: But your mother was a very good manager.  
 
JC-W: Mm-hum. Yes, she was.  
 
JL: What about services to your community? For example, for groceries. Did you charge 
them up? Did you run a bill? 
 
JC-W: Yes. They had a, they used to have a monthly bill in those days.  
 
SC: On the account. On the bill. 
 
JC-W: The fellow would come around and get the orders and then they'd bring the orders 
and that. And they charged them up and you pay it at the end of the month.  
 
SC: The groceries were delivered.  
 
JL: You didn't even have to go.  
 
JC-W: You didn't have to go for them unless you wanted to.  
 
JL: And then did the workers pretty much just work to pay their grocery bill? 
 



JC-W: Yeah, I guess they couldn't have very much left over after, I don't think.  
 
JL: Were the stores independently owned or were they company stores? 
 
JC-W: The one in Beban was a company store first and then it was independent after. 
 
SC: There was one of them was right into Cumberland. There was a manager there.  
 
JL: But it was a company store. And you worked eventually for. 
 
SC: Yes. It was Simon Wise's originally and then. 
 
JC-W: Originally it was Simon Wiser.  
 
SC: He had a big store in Wellington too, Simon Wiser. 
 
JL; Did you, what about police force? Was there ever? What about crime? Was there ever 
any crime? 
 
JC-W: I don't remember any crime. No, I don't remember any crime at all.  
 
JL: So you didn't really. 
 
JC-W: You could leave your doors open. And nobody ever bothered, closed their doors.  
 
JL: And if a family got in trouble, for example, if your family, when your father was killed, 
were people there to help? 
 
MC: Oh yes. You'd have thought everybody was starving to death. You've never seen so 
much food come in and, you know I mean, all the neighbours come and they, this one 
brings this to eat and this one brings that to eat. You know, that's one thing about up in 
Cumberland there, is people are good and kind. You know what I mean. They're not like 
even in Vancouver there where your next door neighbour, half the time, you know, you 
could be dead and buried and you wouldn't know it. You know. They just don't bother and 
you don't see them or anything. But not up in Cumberland. We're just used to go around, 
just like it's in the air, and people all helped. Did you find that Jean? Yup, I think so. 
Everybody helped up there.  
 
SC: Up there, the only crime was the occasional fighting [unintelligible], gambling and stuff. 
There wasn't very much crime. A little bit of stealing. Not very much of that. But we, I used 
to go up there in 1923 and we used to put our tools out in the graveyard, in the cemetery. 
Hammers and chisels and everything. Leave them there and go back a year afterwards and 
go to the same place and pick them right up and everyone was. 
 
JL: Is that right? 
 
SC: People were basically honest then.  
 



JC-W: Yeah, I can remember when I worked in the Beban store. And, oh the times were 
hard then. There was, unless you saw a big string of cars coming in, you knew there was no 
work the next day. And people would buy grapes and they would buy fancy biscuits and 
things and charge them up and run bills up some of them. Oh, I thought to myself if ever I 
get married, I'll never run a bill. That showed me something, you know.  
 
JL: Did some of them really get in debt to the? 
 
JC-W: Oh, they certainly did yes. And I guess they never get out of it. No. I guess. Well I 
guess they'd never get paid I guess. The store keepers would never get paid I guess. You 
know some of them just didn't, just like today I guess. Some of them didn't care.  
 
JL: What about the depression? Did it hit Cumberland? 
 
JC-W: Yes, it was pretty bad. Yeah. Sometimes there was only about. Well, if you didn't see 
this long string of cars, you knew there was no work the next day, and sometimes there was 
work maybe a day a week or a couple of days a week and that. So. 
 
JL: And how did people manage? 
 
JC-W: Oh I don't know. We managed alright, cause I never went into debt.  
 
SC: Well, I think Maggie, everybody hung together. Everybody helped.  
 
MC: Everybody would help, you'd be surprised, you know. 
 
SC: You'd see people packing through to, some of them, packing over to them.  
 
MC: Right. And even I can remember, there's a lady up the ally and my mother used to say 
that she would come and. So I'll do, I'll take Maggie out in the buggy and I'm going to do 
some shopping and I'll take her so Gertie, that will give you a chance to do your work. This 
is when the lady used to do, you know. And things like that even you know. People helped 
one another.  
 
SC: There was very much a community. 
 
MC: Right. But not nowadays.  
 
M #2: You know, I used to get some more quotes because I was an outsider and I was 
chasing Jean at that time. Always very popular. Course I was taking her on. 
 
JL: They were a bit suspicious of you. 
 
M #2: Well, I wasn't one of them, you know.  
 
MC: You were a shoemaker, you were a shoemaker or gravedigger or something like that. 
Oh I knew you were something to do with. 
 
JL: You're making monuments. Yeah. You didn't make Ginger Goodwin.  



 
M #2: I didn't. But I put it up once when it got knocked over on the top. I know it quite well.  
 
MC: You put a lot of it, come from the cemetery. 
 
M #2: Oh yeah, a lot.  
 
MC: There was a lot up there.  
 
M #2: I slept in there. One time in the cemetery.  
 
JL: I heard a story and I don't remember the man that said it. The man who wanted to be 
first in the gate. Cause if anybody was gonna get out, he wanted to be first out too.  
 
SC: [Unintelligible] was the next day earlier, you know. And there was a dance at the [IRR?] 
and at the end of that night, and I went there on the dance floor. And when I come right from 
the [Gidon Way?] and my sleeping bag. It wasn't a sleeping bag, it was just blankets. And 
go hunting [unintelligible] and left my tent down on the ground. I couldn't chase him cause I 
was in the, way in the skin.  
 
JL: Well, over and over again I'm hearing that there was hard times but there were better 
times.  
 
All: Yeah.  
 
SC: Well there was hard times and I think that's why there is better times, because there 
were so hard at times that you appreciate when you got it good. 
 
MC: Well, you had to make your own, you know your own place, your own enjoyment. 
Things weren't handed out to you like they are these days. If you wanted to do something, 
you had to dig in and do it.  
 
JL: Yeah, but I'm really interested. What about the miners? Were there hard times, were 
there better times for miners? The work? 
 
SC: Well, it was all hard work. The only thing is we worked in the mines so long, you figured 
it's all you can do, so you don't better yourself.  
 
M #2: Yeah, once you're in, you're stuck in the mine aren't you.  
 
JC-W: Yeah. Like my youngest brother. He wanted to get a job at the mine. And he couldn't 
get one. And all his pals were getting one, you know. I mean, he didn't know til along time 
after. Dad had told them not to give him a job.  
 
JL: Really? 
 
JC-W: He said there was enough in the mines without him going in. So he went to 
Vancouver and learned the barber trade and he was a barber til he retired there.  



 
JL: Do you think your dad? He really didn't want him in there. 
 
JC-W: He didn't want him in. No, he didn't want him in the mine. He told the Walshes and 
that down there not to give him a job. But he says not to tell them that he'd said so.  
 
SM: Dad didn't want to influence. 
 
JC-W: Just not to give him a job. And he couldn't understand it. Because, he said these kids 
were getting jobs, you know, and he wasn't. And so then when dad said "what would you 
like to do if you don't get a job?" So Pete said "I'd like to be a barber." So they sent him to 
Vancouver and. 
 
JL: It was a way out. 
 
JC-W: It was a way out and he barbered until he retired there when he was 65. Yeah. That 
was a better life.  
 
JL: What did your dad do in the mine? 
 
JC-W: Coal digger. Yeah. 
 
SC: I used to drive haulage. 
 
JL: Well, I really appreciate this.  
 
JC-W: Have you got any of the, there's 2 books on Cumberland.  
 
JL: Yeah, we got them. 
 
JC-W: You got them, have you? 
 
JL: But we're going to talk about family life and we're going to talk. And it's not just 
Cumberland. It's gonna be in this whole area. Yeah. The Extension Mine and the Nanaimo 
mines and then. There was quite a link, wasn't it? Between the 2. People worked in. 
 
SC: Yeah. There was a lot of people in Nanaimo would come up to Cumberland. And the 
ones from Cumberland would go down to Extension to work. But they used to come 
because the Number 4, would look for a job from Nanaimo. 
 
M #2: See if they could get mixed with these other mines very much, did they? 
 
SC: What? 
 
M #2: There were all these rules. It was all these separate situations.  
 
SC: No. They would come up from Nanaimo, Number 4, look for a job to see how it was 
coming up there. So wet. They wouldn't even ask for a job, they'd go back to Nanaimo 
again.  



 
JL: Was that right? Did you get extra pay for that? 
 
SC: No.  
 
JC-W: Jack Quinton. Did he come right from Australia when he was manager at Beban? 
 
SC: I don't know. Quinton was a sawmill man, wasn't he? 
 
JC-W: No, no. Quinton was. No, no. Quinton was a manager of the mine dad was in. 
 
SC: I thought Quinton was a sawmill man. 
 
JC-W: Dad and Spruceton. He used to run around together. When I went into the post office 
first, I had to be bonded, you see. So Jack Quinton put up $500 and Spruceton put up $500 
for me. For bonds. You see for the government, you have to. With those jobs, you have to. 
Cause you're handling money.  
 
JL: I had a man tell me, a miner tell me once that one of the things you have to understand 
is that a miner's life wasn't worth 2 bits.  
 
JC-W: Well, I guess when they're down there, they never know if they're coming back up 
again.  
 
JL: Do you think that, did you ever have that feeling? 
 
SC: Well, Number 5 was a dangerous mine to work in. There was a lot of gas in it.  
 
M #2: It depends, it all depends on upon the miners in there. If he make a mistake then 
[unintelligible].  
 
SC: I see, Number 5, you had to sit there before we got to get to working. Sometime we sit 
for an hour or 2. Too much gas you couldn't get down there. If things went wrong, there was 
nobody able to come out of it.  
 
JL: Did anybody just refuse to go in? 
 
SC: No.  
 
JL: Just waiting to go, eh? Did you ever feel the company valued your life? 
 
SC: Well, I don't know. It didn't really matter. You figured well, you had to work so. 
 
JL: Just in terms of work, was it better then than now? Were they the good old times at 
work? 
 
SC: No. They were hard times. It was hard work.  
 
M #2: More contented than now. That's the only difference. It was a lot easier now, it was.  



 
JL: You think the family life was better? 
 
SC: About the same I guess.  
 
JL: But you're glad for the safety rules and the improved working conditions. 
 
SC: The way it is now, you've got all this machinery to work with now. Years ago, you didn't 
have nothing like that.  
 
M #2: You've got movers and shakers and that kind of. You can core. And the cutting 
machines and all this kind of thing.  
 
JL: When you first started working, how many hours a day did you work? 
 
SC: 8. 
 
JL: 8. You never worked a long hour, a long day. 
 
SC: Oh sometimes we worked. We'd go back and work another shift again. So it was a lot 
of times we were short-handed. You'd work a double shift.  
 
JL: Did you have to?  
 
SC: You didn't have to if you didn't want to. But they'd give you more money though. That 
was good.  
 
JL: Yeah. Can you remember when your fathers were working in the mine? Do you 
remember how long they worked? What their hours were? 
 
JC-W: All I remember was that dad knew, it was just an 8 hour shift any time I ever 
remember. Even in Scotland, when he worked in the shield mines. They seemed to be an 8 
hour shift then too.  
 
JL: They worked longer hours. In front of the mine. 
 
SC: Well, in Canada they got better lives for, in the mine. When you go in a mine, you're 8 
hours when you go in, til you're back out again. You take, in the United States, back in the 
eastern states, they have. They work 8 hours at the face. They're not like here. Might take 
you an hour and a half to get to where you're going to work at. Well, you don't get paid for 
that. You're doing that on your own. But in BC, you work from, you start down the mine til 
you're back out again, it's 8 hours. And they don't have, they don't allow 2 different shifts 
into the one time. Like in the eastern states, these men, they stop working and the next shift 
comes on, they start down and they get the 2 shifts in the mine at the one time, one time an 
explosion. They can fill the hole with a bunch of them. But in BC, they have, the Number 5 
mine, when a cage load come up, there was a cage load went down. Number 4 it was 
different. It was a slope. All the men come out and then then next shift would go down. No 
one went down until another shift come up.  
 



JL: And that's as long as you can remember? 
 
SC: Yeah.  
 
JL: You don't remember times when that wasn't so? 
 
SC: No. It was always 8 hours when I worked.  
 
JL: Would you say a mine worker is a skilled worker? 
 
SC: Well, you gotta know what you're doing.  
 
M #2: Very skilled. Most the jobs. Some of the jobs are not skilled but most of them are.  
 
SC: They're not the lack of learning jobs. 
 
M #2: No. You can go straight in the morning and some training or something. 
 
JL: Did you have to have a ticket? 
 
SC: No. Tickets for certain parts of the mine and there were certain parts that didn't. 
[Unintelligible].  
 
M #2: You had to be working there a year before you could get a ticket. I worked 16 years. 
I never even wanted one. I never, I drove mule or something like that. I drove. 
 
JL: But your father then, Mrs. Wheeler, had a ticket. 
 
JC-W: I couldn't tell you. 
 
SC: Sure, he did.  
 
JC-W: Did he? 
 
SC: He had a miner's ticket. 
 
JL: He had that from the old country? 
 
SC: No, he got that here too. 
 
JL: Did he? Is that a higher rate then? 
 
SC: Huh? 
 
JL: Higher rate of pay? 
 
SC: No. It was just different jobs that’s all. Dig coal or anything like that, or timber men or 
that. 
 



JL: Is that like, a coal digger would be comparable to a faller?  
 
SC: Yeah. You see, but I was what you call the haulage. We'd haul the coal out.  
 
M #2: Well, that would be a ticket was required for that? 
 
SC: Huh? 
 
M #2: Well, would a ticket be required for that? Haulage? 
 
SC: No. But it was hard work. You had to be young. And after you got up over, the 30’s and 
that, 35. That’s when they were digging coal or something like that, then it was. There 
wasn't much running around down there.  
 
JL: Was it pretty dangerous to be in hauling? 
 
SC: Yeah, well. You just taking a chance anyway. You never know when you're coming 
back or not.  
 
M #2: Depends if you [unintelligible]. 
 
SC: Well sometimes you'd get it.  
 
M #2: Well a lot of work was done by mechanical motor now. 
 
SC: Yeah, it's all. It's different now than it was then. 40 years ago. Things are different now 
in mines, I guess. 
 
JL: Mm-hum. It was just a lot of hard labour. 
 
SC: Yeah. 
 
JL: Hauling the stuff out. OK, well I think that gives me a lot of material to work with. And let 
me just get this up.  
 
 


