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This is Lynne Bowen interviewing Mr. George Edwards, 2134 Bowen Road, Nanaimo, B.C., 
May 02, 1983, discussing the Wellington Mines, Northfield Mine and then later to go 
out and l ocate these m i n e s . ~ r ., "' r ~ • ' ~ r (' ~ ~ · .... ~ - · 11 R V 

p~· ....... , .. \J w .J \i lii \.,; u..u.. I... \.1 IJ,. u. I;:& f'll 
LB: Now, do you want to start with the Northfiel~i m1ne'? 

GE: Start at Northfield mine, all the coal came out of Northfield mine. 

'Q ·LB: Yes. 
GE: Went right down Northfield Road here, down towards the hospital, and under the track. 

LB: Under the track about two hundred yards south of? 
GE: Where Bowen Road crosse d the tracks. 
LB: Where Northfield Road crossed the tracks. 
GE: Uh yes, Northfield Road. 

LB: And it was an underpass then? 
GE: Yes, an underpass. They went underneath the 

LB: Underneath the E & N. 

GE: the E & N. 
LB: Okay, then where did it go? 
GE: It went right across the road and back switched down to the where the Blackball is 

now. 
LB: About, down Brechin Road, about in that area? 

GE: It went onto Departure Bay Road~ and then back switched down along to Brechin Point. 

LB: But, not on the same side of the ravine as Cilaire. It would have been on the south 

of that. 
GE: That is right. That is where it went down. 

LB: And then it went down to what was the East Wellington Wharf? 
GE: East Wellington Wharf. 
LB: And that was for loading the Northfield coal. 
GE: Loading the Northfield coal of the first original Northfield mine. 

LB: Do you know when that mine opened? 
GE: No, I couldn't tell you. I don't know the date when it opened. 

LB: Sometime in the 1890's I think. 

GE: It would be. 
LB: And that belonged to the New Vancouver Coal and Mining Company? 

GE: Yes. 
LB: Now they were right next door to Dunsmuir's coal lease weren't they? 
GE: That is right. Do you know how Dunsmuir got to know where the coal was out in 

Wellington? 

LB: No. 

G ·GE : There was an old fellow that used to live out there. It was a wild, wild place and he 
used to live right by the lake, and there were lots of fish there. 

LB: Do you know what his name was? 
GE: I couldn't tell you what his name was. My uncle told me many a time. It was before 

0,"~\ , my time. He asked Dunsmuir, Jimmy Dunsmuir was in Nanaimo and he asked him to come . \( "\} \ 

if "7r out for a days fishing. He looked around the water at the edge of lake and by god he 
lJ-\ 

LB: 
GE: 

LB: 

found some black markings of coal, and that is where the coal first originated. 
Would that be an outcrop? 

No, well it would be an outcrop but it was around the lake somewhere. 
with the wind and that, he saw it. The dump is there now. 
Right. That little island in the middle of Divers Lake. 

Naturally, 

GE: That's right. 
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LB: Now is that from a Wellington mine? 
GE: That was in the Wellington mine, When the first, when Jimmy Dunsmuir first went to the 

mine. 
LB: Now, Number one Wellington mine was not there was it? 
GE: No. Number one, the only one I know, No, Number one was down in East Wellington. 

Right down at the foot of the hill. 

LB: Oh I see, I thought, 

GE: On Maxi road. 
LB: I thought it was down below Rock City. ~ · 

GE: Never knew of one down there. 

LB: No? 

GE: No. '· 
LB: Okay. So Number one was by Maxi Road. 

' 

{~/).S(( 
\ J 

GE: That's right. First mine on Maxi Road, and then you went up above, a little piece 

up above, and there was a big cliff of rocks there, and the track went right up. 

They have the wagon road there now, right where the track bed was. There was a place 
there that they used to call the powder house, under a big rock. Like a cave in a 

big rock, and they used to keep the powder in there for all the mines. 

LB: This is a natural cave? 
GE: No, it wasn't a cave, it was just washed out years and years ago with water . That's 

what they told me bec~se if you go around Number six bluff, and Number four bluff 

you'll see the rocks all washed out, holes in them. 
LB: Oh really. 
GE: So some time or another there had been water. So, this made a good place for a powder 

house. 
LB: Yes. Why wouldn't Dunsmuir have mined that original outcrc.P,P~ing he saw at Divers 

Lake. Why wouldn't he have started there, do you think? 

GE: He did. 
LB: But you said it was along Maxi Road where the Number one was. 

GE: Oh this is after. 
LB: Oh. 
GE: You see he started over there at Wellington . 

LB; And what did he call that? 
GE: he dug slopes in that end and he found out that he couldn't, the coal was going down 

so he put shafts down. 

LB: Oh , I see . 
GE: Number five shaft was like here, and the air shaft was here - no distance apart. 

They built houses over them. 
LB: So that, around Number five was where he first would have started to mine? 

GE: Yes. Number five, in around the hills at Number five. 
LB: Okay, I see. 
GE: And what they call the old slopey6, were Joe White, he bought ten acres there. 

And this shaft, after they got going, you understand, had no fans in them days, 

for circulation in the mines. So, they put a shaft down and they bricked it all 
in with bricks. And they used to drop a car of coal, a big lot of coal down, and 

have a fire and the fire used to give quite a heat and would circulate the mine with 

air. 

LB: And that, that must have been fairly dangerous wasn't it? 
GE: Well, it wasn't dangerous in those days. 
LB: How far would that have been from the workings? 

GE: Quite a ways. 
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LB : Quite a ways , but connected . to them . 
GE: That is right. 
LB: How deep would that shaft be? 
GE : Well to tellyou the t ruth it wasn't too deep of a shaft. It wasn't too deep of a shaft 

because they put a slope down there, see, and it was where the coal outcropped. So 
you see, down where he put the shaft wasn't too deep, and they used to pull all the 
coal out of this, what they call the old slope, that is where Joe White lived. 

LB: Oh, I see, and that would have one of the first workings then? 
GE: That is when they went to Extension . 
LB: Yes. 
GE: After they pulled that up. See they went to Extension after they left there. 
LB: So, do you have any idea when they would have used that method of ventilation? 
GE : They used it till they got the fans in . 
LB: And when would that have been? 
GE: They got them in, but I can't tell you the date . 
LB: You don't know the date . Something to do with electricity obviously. 
GE: That ' s right. 
LB : Beginning of electricity. So, this first outcropping of coal that Dunsmuir found, I 

gather that he wasn't really happy with the quality of that coal, that he looked 
further? 

GE: That's right. There was lots of coal there, I have been in it myself and you 
couldn't burn it, it wouldn't burn, it was too close to the surface . 

LB: Why wouldn't it burn? 
GE: 

~LB: 
t GE: 

0 LB: 
GE : 

LB : 
GE: 
LB: 
GE: 

LB: 
GE: 
LB: 
GE : 
LB: 
GE: 
LB: 
GE: 
LB : 
GE: 

. \'ll · o.'' -J 
\): 

'\ LB: 

GE: 
LB: 

Well I don't know, it was jest dead. It wouldn't burn. It was no good. 
It wasn't very pure, or .. 
That is over by Brannen Lake, going to the Brannen Lake School, 
Yes. 
down on the left side there , there was a place there where the outcroppings came out 
there and, oh there was about 6 feet of coal there, and it was no good, it wouldn't 
burn. 
And that was some of the early stuff that he discovered? 
That's right, Bkggs used to have it . 
Alright, I have heard of Beggs, but Beggs did have a lot of coal, useable coal. 
They took a lot of coal out of the same place , but that stuff that was right up 
on the top was no good. I worked in it . 
Is that usual that that outcrop coal is not much good? 
No, it isn't much good . 
Ever? 
You have to get in, before it is number one coal . 
Isn't that interesting . 
Is sure is. 
It has been said that Dunsmuir's coal, Wellington coal was a very high quality . 
It was the best coal on Vancouver Island. 
Really. 
I will tell you the reasons it was the best coal. There was very little ash to it, 
it would burn like a cigar. 
So, what would it be used for, for home heating and that sort of thing? 
Home mostly, home heating in those days. Sugar refineries. 
And it was better quality than what the Vancouver Coal and Land Mining Company 
was? 

GE: That's right, better than Nanaimo. 
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GE: Vancouver had, Wellington Coal, that's the sale they had up . Wellington Coal, and if 

it was called Wellington Coal they could sell it before any other coal . 
LB: Because people knew it was good. 
GE: Yes, because when you burnt coal you burned it in, there was no fire basement, it 

was just in the house . People all had fireplaces in the house and they used to burn 
fireplaces - all coal. 

LB: 
GE: 

LB: 

GE: 
LB: 

GE: 

LB : 
GE: 

LB : 

GE: 
LB: 
GE: 

LB: 
GE: 
LB: 

GE: 
LB: 

GE: 

LB: 
GE: 

LB: 
GE: 

LB: 
GE: 

Yes. 
And the coal, you see, there wouldn't be much ash in your stove or your fireplace . 

There would be very little ash. 
That would be good. You mentioned your uncle? 

My uncle, yes, Bill Drew. 

When did he come to Nanaimo? Was he born here? 

He was born here . 
Do you know when? 

Well I guess I could maybe find out, but it would be pretty hard now, they are pretty 

near all gone . 
Yes. so how far baek does your family go in this area? 

Oh, it went a long way back, over a hundred years. 
The name Drew is familiar to me. 

Oh yes, that is an old family, and that was my Grandparents . One of the Drew girls 
was my mother. 

And your grandparents raised you didn't they? 
That's right. 
So, your grandparents, were they born here? 

No, the old lady, she comes from the old country. 
And what about your Grandfather? 

My Grandfather, he worked for the City when he first came here . 
He wasn't a coal miner? 

When he first came here he had a sawmill down here in East Wellington right on the 

river. Right where the river bridge crosses the stream, at the foot of the hill? 

Yes . 
Right in there, he had a big sawmill . 
Do you have any idea when he came to Nanaimo? 

No, I couldn ' t tell you. I'll tell you what I can do. When I was a small kid, 

on this train used to run from East Wellington down to the wharf , down here by the 

B.C . Ferries with the coal. The people used to get on down there and go down there 
and buy, there was some fellows fishing, and you used to buy the fish sale. So they 
brought a fish home one day, and I was only a little bit of a kid, and they had a 

little place on the Millstream where they used to clean their fish. There was lots 
of water there. Of course I was nidging around there, getting too close, and there was 
a little piece of bumps, and there was a lot of burnt rock in the creek which came 

out of the mine, and I landed on my head and the scars are there yet. 
LB: Oh for goodness sakes, it creased your skull. 

GE: So I was lucky I pulled through. 
LB: So you say the Millstone, Millstone River? 

GE: Millstone River. 

LB: 

GE : 

Where , would this have been the Japanese fishermen? 

No. I tell you it was an old villager fisherman. He used to live right where the 

Blackball ferry is, and he only used to f ish in Departure Bay . He had a net and he 

used to keep everybody going. In them days, you could get a big fish for $.10. 
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LB: So, now the East Wellington Railway only was looking after the Northfield mine? 

GE: The what? 

LB: Was the East Wellington line only for the Northfield mine? 

GE: Now, the East Wellington mine, it was for East Wellington mine and the other mine 

up above - Number 2. 
LB: Number 2~ellington? 
GE: Number 2twellington, on the Millstream, Millstone . It is on the right hand side of 

tvlillstone, and they used to take the coal from there right down through the To\'msite 

and right down through . After they left that, after that finished, when the Jinglepot 
c; ~ started, they took all the coal from Jinglepot and the Mill over here, Old Mr. Coburn 

used to run a big sawmill in East Wellington and they used to take all the lumber, 
and this fellow who used to run the locomotive, a fellow by the name of Charlie 

Snowden. He used to, I rode many a time with him. He used to take all the lumber 
from the mill and he would call in and pick up all the Jinglepot's coal and take it 
down to where I told you, the boat, where the ramp is . 

LB: Where the ferry is . This is when you were a young boy? 
GE: Yes, when I was young. 

LB: So around the turn of the century then? 
GE: Yes, around the turn of the century . 

LB : How old would you have been? 
GE: Oh, I guess I would have been 8 or 10 . 

LB: So it would be just 1900 then? 

GE: Yes. 

LB: 1902. 

GE: Yes. 
LB: You were born in 1892, what date? 

GE: March 13. 

LB: 13th of March, and your parents died not long after? 
GE: My mother died when I was 2 weeks old, and my father got killed putting up an Odd 

Fellows hall - he was a carpenter. 
LB: In Nanaimo? 

GE: No. In the district, out of Vancouver, up in the Interior. He got killed with a snow 
slide . 

LB: Oh my goodness. 

GE: So I've been raised .. 
LB: And how old were you then? 

GE: I can't remember how old. My mother, my wife is wearing my mother's ring right now. 

LB: So you were their only child? 
GE: I am the only child . 

LB: And you were raised by your mother's parents? 

GE : I sure was. 

LB: Now what about your father's family? 

GE: I don't know much about my father's family . He was more or less out here on his own. 
LB: Oh he was, so he came here? 
GE: He came here. 

LB: From somewhere else . Do you know where from? 

GE: Well, I think he must have come from the old country, quite a few people came from the 
old country. I imagine he came from the old country. 
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LB: With a good Anglo-Saxon name like Ed~ards? 

GE: Yes. 
LB: So, your grandparents, you were an only child then, raised by your grandparents? 

GE: Yes, and I was killed with a silver spoon. 
LB: You were spoil til 
GE: I was spoiled. 

LB: Well it didn't do you too much harm. 
GE: I was spoiled ever since. I was spoiled and I will tell you the reason Lynne. 

I was spoiled because any day that I wanted to go to school, I had a tooth ache 
of a I had a head ache. Poor boy, poor boy. They would buy me anything I wanted 

as long as they had the money, but they were a poor family. So I only wish to god 

as I am telling you now, I only wish to god some of them were living now. I do. 

Then I could help them out the same as they helped me. 
LB: How many aunts and uncles did you have here? 

GE: How many? 
LB: Yes. Aunts and Uncles. 

GE: Oh, there was quite a few of them. Mother had, my mother, Ross Jones' mother, 

the Reverend Boys' mother, Nellie, there was four girls. 
LB: And how many boys? 

GE: There was Dick, William, Lance, and Tom. Four boys. 

LB: My goodness. 
GE: It was all big families in those days. 

LB: And they all stayed around here? 
GE: Yes, all stayed around. All miners. 
LB: All miners. 

GE: And that is the reason I wish that some of them would have lived a little longer, 
because when they used to come home Lynne, I will tell you the truth. Even in that 

old house next to me here, on a hot day, walking up from Brechin, when they had 
the mines at Brechin Point, no rides, they had to walk. 

LB: They lived up here at Northfield? 

GE: Yes, they lived right in that house there. 
LB: Next door to you. 
GE: Next door there, and a many a times 

LB: Who lives there. 

GE: Mrs. Drew 

LB: Your grandparents. 

GE: My grandparents and I lived there with them, and many a time they came home and sit 

on the back veranda and fell asleep, dead to the world, laying on the back porch. 
Black as the ace of spades, before they could get washed. They were all mud and 
that, 

LB: This was in Brechin? 

GE: This was in Brechin Mine. 
LB: Was it a really wet mine? 

GE: Oh terribly. It was the first mine I ever worked in. 
LB: Yes, I know that. So your uncles, you see what I am trying to do is take us back as 

far as I can go, beyond what we have done before. Your uncles all were miners. 
GE: Yes. 
LB: And your grandfather? 

GE: My grandfather was not a miner, he was more of a middle man, you know what I mean . 
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LB: So why do you think your uncles became miners when their father wasn•t a miner? 
GE: Well I don•t know. They all took to the mines. Well I will tell you the truth, there 

wasn•t much else here to do. 
LB: They couldn•t help in the mill? 
GE: No . Oh they could help in the mill alright, but it was the money. The money was 

better in the mines than anywhere around. 
LB: Now you are a ••dyed in the woo1•• union man. 
GE: Yes, I was a union man, and I am still a union man, and I get paid from the union now 

sitting doing nothing. 
LB: Isn• t that great. 
GE: That is. 
LB: What about your uncles? 
GE: My uncles? They were all union. 
LB: What union? 
GE: Well, when the union was first joined here they tried three or four unions, but the first 

union here was, they called it the one big union. 
LB: Really? 
GE: And that made Nanaimo. The union made Nanaimo. 
LB: Are you sure they called it the One Big Union? 
GE: Yes, the One Big Union. 
LB: What about Miners and Mine Labourers Protective? 
GE: Protected? 
LB: Do you remember that union, the Miners and Mine Labourers Protective Association? 

Do you remember them talking about that? 
GE: Was I talking about that? 
LB: No~ but I was wondering if they had been - your uncles. 
GE: No, I never heard much about that . 
LB: What about the Western Federation of Miners. 
GE: Yes they were all for the miners, all for the union. 
LB: Because, say around 1900 there was, first of all in the late 18oo•s, 1880 and 1890 

there was a Miners and Mine Labourers Protective Association. Then there was a union 
called, I have just forgotten now, the Nanaimo Miners Union or something like that. 
Ralph Smith was one of the leading lights in that union. He was elected to the 
House of Commons as a Socialist . 

GE: Oh yes. 
LB: And then the Western Federation of Miners came in and took over in about 1900, and then 

in 1903 they werei they made that union illegal. Now do any of those names ring any 
bells with you as far as your uncles were concerned? 

GE: No, they didn•t take an active part in it. 
LB: They didn•t. 
GE: But they would be in the union . 
LB: They would eh? 
GE: They would be members . 
LB: Were they alive during the big strike? 
GE: Yes. They were in the big strike. 
LB: What mine would your uncles have been in then? 
GE: They were in the Jinglepot. 
LB: In Jinglepot, and that is where you were too. 
GE: That•s right. 
LB: Did you sort of go where they went? 

GE: Not exactly, but that•s where the work was. We used to live up Rosstown . 
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GE: We used to walk over the bluff and down to the Jinglepot . We used to walk back and 
forth every day. No transportation whatever. 

LB: How far would that be? 
GE: Oh, it would be a good two mile and one half. 
LB: And what road did you walk on? 
GE: We walked down onto the track where I was going to tell you, down by the Millstream 

and walked right down through . 
LB: Oh I see. You said that you wished they had lived longer. Did they die young? 
GE: Well, no, they didn't die young. They were in their seventies. 
LB: And they were miners all their lives. 
GE: Yes, miners all their lives. Drove mule most of the time. 
LB: Oh really . 
GE: Yes . 
LB: They must have been good at it then. 
GE: Oh well, the boys coming up the mine. When I tell you this you will hardly believe me. 

When the boys was coming up out of Brechin mine, it was a slope, you know, and there was 
a shaft at Brechin too. The shaft was only 60 feet deep. 

LB: My goodness. That is not very deep 

GE: It went down under the channel. It was a long slope, you see. The boys used to come 
up the air slope, that was the air slope going down and then they had a return of 
air coming up, and that is the way we used to have to travel coming up . They used to 

grab the mules tail. 
LB: Oh did they. 
GE: Pull up with the mules tail. 
LB: So the mules were kept above ground? 
GE: That is right. You know, I have often thought many and many a time since the mine 

shut down, some of them poor mules and horses, it was a crime. 
LB: Really? 
GE: The tops of their heads were just raw. 
LB: What, bumping against the roof? 
GE: Bumping against the roof, and you know the top part here, the harness sits on there you 

see and goes down to the back. You know it was all raw, and gee it was a torture when 
you put the harness on. But then they got a leather , finally got a leather pad for the 
head. Extension was a bad one for that. 

LB: For abusing the mules. 
GE: Gee, terrible. 
LB: So was it the miners or the company that abused the mules? 
GE: It was the company, because the place was too low. The mule would have to get down 

to go in . Do you believe that I have seen mules in the mine that the fellow couldn't 
push the car up to the place, the fellow had a road going up the hill, you know, and 
that horse, do you know what the mule would do? He would just tell the mule, 11 Come 
on Hor-ZEE, Hor-ZEE~ that is how you talked to them and they would turn around and 
put his chest up against the cart and push it right into the place. 

LB: Amazing animals. 
GE: It was surprising what they would do. 
LB: Okay now, your grandfathers house is here in Northfield. 
GE: Not my grandfather's house . No. 
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LB: No? 
GE: My Grandfather passed on then. 
LB: This little house next door? 
GE: Next door. 
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LB: Who did that belong then? All your uncles? 
GE: Yes . My uncles and my grandmother. They stayed with my grandmother. To tell you the 

truth Lynne, I figure they never told much about it, but I think my grandmother 
and my father parted. 

LB: Your grandfather. 
GE: Not my father, my grandfather and grandmother. 
LB: Oh really. 
GE: All the boys and all the girls stayed with the mother . 
LB: And they lived in that little tiny house with 8 children and you, 9 children? 
GE: That ' s right 
LB: Were they living there because of the mill? Was that house built in Northf ield because .. 
GE: No, no that was before Northfield when the mill was down there. That was before 

Northfield. But then, you see, there was 3 of them that got married since that, so 
that dropped down the number in the house . 

LB: I see. So your grandmother moved into that house after your grandfather left? 
GE: That is right. 
LB: So what was here at Northfield before Northfield mine? 
GE : What was here? 
LB: Was there anything? 
GE: There was nothing . 
LB : Was Bowen Road the old highway? 
GE: That is the original ol d highway - Bowen Road2 
LB : And that was the road to Wellington, was it? I l 

GE: That was the road to Wellington, that was the road to Alberni. The stage used to run from 

• C· 
LB: 

Nanaimo and it had 3 seats in it , an express wagon and four horses. It used to carry 
that stage up to Parksville, on the top road, they had a stable there, a barn. Then 
they used to take that four horses out and put four more on and go on through to Alberni . 
When you say a stage . .. 

GE: Well that is an express wagon. 
LB : An express wagon . It was open . 
GE: That is right . and it carried passengers, so many passengers . 
LB: And then a bit of cargo as well? 
GE: Just the mail. It was a mail wagon. 
LB : Oh I see . It went every day? 
GE : Yes it went every day . 
LB : And you remember it? 
GE : I remember it myself . 
LB: When, can you think back as how old you were? 
GE: Oh, I was only a small boy when I can remember it. 
LB: So this was the road to Wellington. The road went through Wellington town and on through 

to? 
GE: Past the Summerset, do you know where the Summerset was? 
LB: Yes . 
GE: Well it went right up past there . 
LB: Past there. 
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GE: Now you know where the branch is to go around to Pleasant Valley? 

LB: Yes . 
GE: Well that was the main road. 
LB: Oh, that was the old road . 
GE : Then they cut the other road straight through after that. 
LB: That's called Metral Drive . 
GE: That is right. 
LB: Yes, okay. So it sort of wound its way past here and then up into Wellington. 

GE: That is right. 
LB: Now, where was the main town of Wellington. 
GE: Wellington? 
LB: Yes. 

• GE: Well just about where it is at now . 
for the hotel . 

Where the overpass is and on this side of the overpass 

( • LB: On the east side of the overpass? 

C> 

GE: That is right. The east side of the overpass. 
LB: And the south end of the lake. 
GE: That's right. 
LB: Of Long Lake. 
GE: That was the main town. 
LB: Okay, now up there where Nanaimo Chrysler is. Do you know where that is? 
GE: Yes , up near the station. 

LB: That was the station? 
GE: That was the Wellington Station. 
LB: Oh I see . Were there other buildings up there? 
GE : Oh yes. Just the odd building. 
LB: Were there mines close in there? 
GE: Were the mines close? 
LB: Were there any mines close into the town? 
GE: Well, Number 5 was close into the town, and where Joe White in the old slope, they got 

a lot of coal out of the old slope . That is where Dunsmuirt made a lot of his money 
in what they call the old slope . 

LB: Old slope. Can you tell me more about this old slope? It was the original? 
GE: It was the original slope. 
LB: 
GE: 

LB: 

Dunsmuir mine. 
Dunsmuir mine, and there was a powder house over there too. Built with a kind of a 
round, all made of stone. It was where they used to keep the powder for over at that 
pile. 
Yes. 

GE: 
~ D· 

And the other one I told you down at the foot of the bluff, they had the powder for 
the other mines down there . So Number two was what broke into Northfield mine here . 

~ LB: . 
"' GE: 

LB: 
GE : 

Oh it is. That is the one. 
Number two. Because I was on the pump down there to try to pump the water out. 
l~ere you? 
I was running the pump down here on Number two mine, and they thought they were 
connected together, when Number two Northfield was a little bit below it. The water 
came through the roof. It was a lucky thing that they didn't lose a lot of men that 
day . 

LB : Oh that sure is. 
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GE: And I will tell you where I was at . I was in the hoist, I was on the hoist that day, 

and I will tell you I had men on hhe top of the cage and hanging onto the rope and 

everything . 

LB: Really. I am looking forward to your reading about that in the book, about the flood. 

Because the men on the bottom were just praying that the hoist would keep working. 

GE: That's right. And I tell you, it kept me busy. 

LB: I'll bet . 

GE: And I'll show you the hoist now if you want to see the hoist. 

LB: I think you showed me a picture of it. 

GE: I have a picture here. 

LB: Beautiful machine. So that is what you did at the new Northfield mine? 

GE: That's right. And do you know that I have never seen a picture of the new Northfield 

mine . I never even took a picture myself. 

LB: No, I'm not sure I have either. 

GE: That is the only thing that I know- the new Northfield mine. And I will tell you 

something that I saw at the college, and I don't know who told you about it, but you 

are wrong. There was a picture there where the boat was loading coal at Northfield 

Wharf. That's false. 

LB : Do you know what, George, Brechin mine, its official name was Northfield Number four. 

GE: Well now, 

LB: According to the mine maps. 

GE: Well I'm ninety, over ninety-one years old and that is the first place I went to work. 

Down there the bucket I was carrying pretty near dragged the ground and ever since I 

could remember, it was Brechin Mine . They moved it, I am going to tell you something 

else, there was two roads going up to the school house and just as you got to the park 

where you go up Rosstown Road, 

LB: Yes. 

• GE: 

~- LB: 

There was another big, that was an all cleared ground, now it is all built up . 

was all houses, they all went down to Brechin Hill. 

That ~t>r 

Oh really. 
l \ 

GE: Every house was moved bodily down to Brechin hill. Now I don't know if that is in your 

book or not, I am not through it yet, but all the houses were moved here on trucks to 

go down to Brechin mine. 

LB: Okay now, they were lining Rosstown Road? 

GE: They were from Rosstown Road right up and past Northfield mine. 

END OF SIDE ONE 

S 10f ~ ~' -_.; 
LB: Just a double row of houses? 

GE: A double row of houses. 

LB: Facing each other? 

GE: Well no, not here, not going up here . There was only two or three on this side going 

to the school, but it was a long row of houses right to the school. Up there by the 

1 ) 

f· park, going to Rosstown, right up as far as the mine, there was all houses. All the same 

kind, built all the same and they all moved them down to Brechin Hill. 

LB: So, would they look similiar to this house next door to us here? 

GE: That's right. Maybe some of them are down at Brechin yet, all painted. 

LB: Might be . 

GE: Might be . That's right. Well after you got to Northfield mine, going up around 

Rosstown Road when you get behind the mine from here, there were all white cabins . 
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LB: 
GE: 

LB: 

GE: 
LB: 

- 12 -

White? 

White cabins they called them. People lived in them. 

What would they be like? 

Well, just an ordinary house, just whitewashed. 

How were they different from the other houses? 

GE: Well, they~ weren't built so good. You know, they weren't built so good and they 

weren't quite so big as the other houses. 

LB: 
GE: 
LB: 

Oh, I see. 
Number six bluff- there was a big row of them there too. 

Oh really. 

GE: 

LB: 

There were a lot of houses on Number six bluff and there is nothing there at all now. 

No. You'll have to show me where that is. 

GE: Yes, I sure will. 

LB: And then they moved every single house from Northfield mine down to Brechin? 

GE: That is right. Now that's my own experience. That is what I saw myself. I'm telling 

you the truth. 

LB: Were you ever down in any of the Wellington mines as a boy? 

GE: As a boy- no. Never was down Number five mine, Joe White's father got hurt in 
Number five mine and he died in Nanaimo hospital. So he can give you quite a bit on 

that. 
LB: Right. Now, what, do you have any idea how Brechin mine would have been different from 

a Wellington mine? Would there have been more modern equipment or different way of 
doing things? 

GE: Well, Brechin mine was a very cheap mine to run. I will tell you why . When the coal 

came out of the mine it hit the tippel and went into the boat . Do you know where the 

oi~ places are? You see it was a cheap mine to run that way. 

LB: Right . 
GE: The fellow that married my mother's sister- he ran the Brechin mine for awhile. 

LB: Oh, really. What was his name? 

GE: Jones . 

LB: Jones 
GE: Lou Jones. He is well known in Nanaimo. You know he handled quite a few of the hoists. 
LB : Coal mining family? 

GE: Coal mining family, yes . 
LB: Do you know how long they were here? 

GE: Well, they were here quite a long time . I gue~back in the 90's. 
LB: Yes. 
GE: Oh yes, back in the 90's. 

LB: There would be metal tracks in Brechin? 
GE: What do you mean - going down the mine? 

LB: Yes. 
GE: Yes in the slopes, when you just went underneath the ground there were metal tracks going 

down into the mine. 

LB: Because, I think, some of the Wellington mines had wooden tracks . 
GE: Well now some of the mines, the only one I knew that had wooden tracks is over at 

Cl-Gh 
Lowden's over here, down here where, do you know where Stron~lives? 

LB: I've heard of it, but I don't know where it is. 
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GE: They pulled coal from there up to Nanoose Bay on wooden tracks. 

LB: Yes, I heard that. 

GE: Right along Brannen Lake and down along past Green Lake and right up to Nanoose Bay, 
that was on wooden tracks. Now that is the only place that I can place with 

LB: 
GE: 
LB: 

. GE: 

fJt LB: 
GE: 

wooden tracks. 
So you don't know what it was like down in the Wellington mines? 
No. I never was down in the Wellington. 

No. Obviously,they would have had fish oil lamps . ~ 

Yes, oil lamps . Half of the time they would run down your face. k:.. 
Really? Why, did they overfill them? 

Well, they overfilled them, sure . And sometimes they would leak . 

l 

LB : Oh, gosh~ and you got a different lamp every morning didn't you? Or did you have your 

own lamp? 

GE: You had your own lamp . You had to take it and bring it home. You had to look after your 
own lamp. 

LB : So, it was your own darn fault if it leaked on your face. 

GE: That's right . You bought cotton in the company store . Cotton to make wicks for the 

lamps. Then you would take some asbestos and ride on the top of the spouts. You see 
the lamp was like a little pot. 

LB: Yes. 

GE: You know what a pit lamp is? 
LB: Yes. 

GE: You used to wrap asbestos around there and they used to put a big knob on the top 
of the lamp. That was to keep it light in the mine. To keep it light in the mine, 
sometimes, you had to go pretty quick with the horses and mules. The wind would put 
your light out, so that is what they did. 

LB: \ The miners added the asbestos themselves . 
GE: That's right. They had to do that. I will tell you what they used to do . The people, 

the indians up at Nanoose Bay used to net dogfish and they used to get all the oil from 

the indians at Nanoose Bay and we used to pay $.35 per gallon for the oil . You used 
to have to carry little cadgers in your pocket. Enough to do us the eight hours . 

LB: Yes. How much would you go through in a shift? 

GE: Well a little cadger, about that size. 

LB: About the size of this tape recorder? 
\ 

GE: About the size of the tape recorder. You had to go to work and put about 3 parts, if 
you were a driver on what they call an outside run, that was straight track, you would 

go pretty quick you see . They used to put a little coal oil in the fish oil, and that 

would keep the light, the wind wouldn't blow it out. 

LB: Oh I see, the combination of the asbestos and a little bit of coal oil. 
GE: That's right, and with the asbestos up here the smoke would build it up that big. It 

would keep the light burning and the light used to run around your hat. A lot of times 
there would be a knob at the side of your light. The light used to curve, you see around. 

LB: The flame? 

GE: The flame. It would curve around the light, the lamp ~ and smoke, awful smoke. 
LB: Was the smoke from the fish oil or from the coal oil? 
GE: From both. 

LB: This is probably very obvious answer to this but, why didn't they use all coal oil? 
GE: All coal oil? 

LB: Too dangerous? 

GE: No, never did . That is something that I can't answer the question. 

LB: Maybe it is more expensive? 
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GE: This is on our own. We put the coal oil in our lamp, and I will tell you why. 

We used to hunt, you know. We had a cabin way out in the bush here. We used to 
pit lamp, you see what I mean? Now we are breaking the law. We used to pit lamp, 

by putting oil in, if you got a windy night out there, you couldn't hold a light . 

And that is how we came to put the coal oil into the lamps. 
LB: So was the main supply of fish oil from the Indians? 

GE: Oh yes. Forty-five gal~on drums. We would get them all the time. 

LB: Where did they get the oil from? What part of the fish? 

GE : The 1 i ve r. 
LB : The 1 i ve r . 

Ge: There was a big liver in dogfish. All you have to do is catch a dogfish now and go 

and take the liver and sit it outside in the summertime, and you get lots of oil out 
of it. 

LB: Was it squeezed out? 
GE: No, no, the heat. The heat of the day would melt it out . 

LB: But how would they get it out? Would they leave it out? Just have it melted out? 
GE: No, no, they would get it hot and press it out. 
LB: Oh, I see. 

GE: And we used to charge $. 35 a gallon. That is what the company charged. 
LB: That is what the company charged. 

GE: And then one time here, when the things got going good here, boy you saw boarding houses 

in Nanaimo. They would go to work and give everybody, allow them one ton of coal. 
They were very good to us then. Allowed us a ton of coal. So all these fellows that 

were boarding at the boarding houses, they might know you, you understand, and you 
wasn't a miner. They would sell the coal to you. The company got wise to it and cut 

them right off. 
LB: When would that have been? 

GE: Oh that's . . . 

LB : Before the strike? After the strike? 

GE: After the strike . 
LB: Do you ever hear any talk about any strikes in the 1800's? 
GE: No. 

LB: They went for quite awhile. They were quite peaceful. What about the change to the 
eight hour day? 

GE: Well, how we got the eight hour day. I will tell you how we got the eight hour day 

and I will tell you who got it. A fellow by the name of Parker Wi l liams, not Parker 
Williams but Hawthornwaite of Nanaimo. He got the eight hour day. 

LB: Do you remember when? 

GE: No I can't tell you when . 
LB: How old were you when you went into the mine? 

GE: Oh, I was just about 14 I guess. 13 or 14. 
LB: So, that was in 1906? 

GE: Somewhere around that time. 

LB: Were you working an eight hour day then? 
GE: That's right. 

LB : You were eh? So you don't remember your uncles saying when they used to work a twelve 
hour day? 

GE: 

·~· 
LB: 

No . I've heard them saying that the people went down and the only time they saw 

daylight, in the old country, was on a Sunday. Went down into the mines at four 
o'clock in the morning . Never came out till after dark . 

Dear me. 
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GE : I will tell you the truth, this is from when I was in the mine. If I went into a place 
there, I would be maybe from here up to the road, going into a place there, and you 
would look at them two fellows in there and you would see the steam raise off their 
back. 

LB: 
GE: 

Really? 
You would see the steam raise off of their backs. They were shovelling, and working. 
They would go to work and have a shirt in their bucket. They used to leave their bucket 
quite a ways out, because they used to shoot shots. They left the bucket out on 
the runways. They leave their shirt out there and when they were going home, they 
would pull that shirt off. I will tell you the truth, some of them you could pretty 
near wring it out. 

LB : But it wasn't that hot. This is because they were working so hard, it wasn't because 
it was hot down in the mine was it? 

GE: No, no, it wasn't too hot down in the mine. It was a nice place to work in the hot 
weather - when it was hot outside. It was cool in the mine. 

LB: What about when it was cold outside? 
GE: No, no, it wasn't cold . 
LB: It wasn't an effect? 
GE: No. I never felt it cold. I see some parts in the book, as far as me and the wife have 

got with it, where it said about the fellow travelling up the rail, fall on the rail 

LB: 
GE: 

LB : 
GE: 
LB: 
GE: 
LB: 
GE: 
LB: 
GE: 

and I never seen that, unless there was an explosion. 
Oh really. 
If there was an explosion, you got to do it. But as far as your light going out, you 
could always get your light going. 
Really. 
Always. I was never left in the dark. 
With a flint or something? 
Never left in the dark in my life. 
How did you get it going? 
With a flint. On the bottom of the safety lamp there is a flint . 
Yes, but what about before the safety lamp? 
Before the safety lamp when the oil lamp, we had matches . 

• LB: Matches in the mine!! 
,, 

9• GE: 

LB: 
GE: 
LB: 
GE : 

Matches in the mine, whenever you are using an open light. You weren't allowed to 
smoke in the mine either AFTER they closed the open light. 
After they closed the open light. 
Do you know it was safer with the open light. 
Why? 
If there was any gas that came out, many a time I would look at myself, there was a 
little hole in the wall. There would be no gas there but if there was a little hole 
there and a little bit of water, you could always hear a sputtering noise, a fizzing. 
Take off your lamp and light it every now and then . 

LB: But the thought of being down some of these gassy mines with an open flame on your hat 
just chills my blood. Would you get enough warning from the gas? 

GE: No warning at all. Especially in Granbey mine . You were liable to go into the place 
there and hit one click with the pick and poof. I have seen eight sets of timber 
knocked back. 

LB: But in Granby you were wearing an electric lamp . 
GE: Well I will tell you one thing about the electric lamp. I use the electric lamp too, 

and the fire boss came into the corner, it was nightshift, and me and this fellow were 
putting up a timber and it was about eight feet high . We had a scaffold . to put the 
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GE: timber up. That was all coal . I said to my partner, he said to me, ''By god George, 

I feel sick". When he said that he dropped off the plank, dropped down to me, you see. 

So I said, what was the matter, I looked around and the damn place had turned to half 

fog. There was fog up there - it was all gas. Of course we had the safety lamps. You 

could run into gas with electric lights and ... 

LB: You wouldn't know it . 

GE: Till you were gone. But the safety lamp tells you when you got the gas. 

LB: Right. 

GE: You just turn it down, right down low, low, low, and you would wonder how it didn't 

explode then . It would put a little blue spark on there, and up it would come when 

you would hit the gas. Then you would have to come down slow with your lamp. If you went 

like that, of course, naturally you were liable to cause an accident. The flame would 

go up through the gauze. 

LB: It would! 

GE: There was only a double gauze over that light . 

LB: But, just getting back to these darn old fish oil lamps again. Now, Vancouver Island 

mines are gassy, right? 

GE: Yes . 

LB: And you get into those Wellington mines, especially before the fans, before the days 

when there were fans. 

GE: That's right . That has been at least, that kept the gas out. 

LB: That's right . But before the days of fans, when you just have that bricked in shaft 

sucking air through, and you have that big flame on your hat, there must have been a 

lot of explosions. 

GE: Well, there were a few, they killed quite a few men . 

LB: Yes. 

GE: No doubt whatever, but they had to get protection 

LB: What sort of protection would they have had? How could they protect themselves? 

GE: Who? 

LB: The miners with the fish oil lamps before there was safety lamps. Did they just have 

to be able to sense when the gas was there? 

GE : Oh, absolutely. They had a safety lamp. 

LB: No, but before. 

GE: Oh before the safety lamp. Well naturally the boss would test it out. 

LB: How would he test? 

GE : Well, every time he would fire a shot he had to test the place before he would let 

anyone in. 

LB: Right, how did he test before there were safety lamps? 

GE: Well, he could smell the gas, I guess. The only way I can imagine . 

LB: Just smell the gas. Just have to be really, really smart. 

GE : That's right. And they had to put good ventilation in to get the gas out. If they 

had good ventilation - no trouble . They had Chinamen in the mine, and that is where 

they lost a lot of men. They had several explosions. I'll tell you too, another place 

that you can go and get some dates on- Wellington cemet&ry. 

LB: Oh, you must show me where that is . 

GE : Wellington cemet~ry, you will get dates on fellows killed in the mines. Cumberland, 

just the same thing 

LB: Right. 

GE: That is where you get the dates on it. 

LB: Do you think this bricked in shaft, did the fire in it really provide really good 

ventilation? 
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GE : That's right. 

LB : It did? 
GE: That's the only ventilation they had . 

LB: I wonder how effective it was. 

- 17 -

GE: Well, Joe White never worked in it, but that is the ventilation that I heard my 
uncle tell me. That's the ventilation they had. They kept dumping coal in there 

and kept it afire. They had it all bricked in you know . 

LB: 

GE: 
LB : 
GE: 

LB : 
GE : 
LB: 

GE: 

Yes. 
All around . 
I wonder how the hoists worked before there was electricity . 

What, the hoist? 

How did they get the cages up and down? 

Steam. 

Oh, right. Very good . ~~h 

Steam. Where I tell you over at Number three at Wellington, down by Stronn~, there is a 
mine there, I'll show you that and it used to have a big frack to go up on the bluff. 

They had a big hoist up on the bluff - steam. 
LB : Steam hoist. 
GE: Steam hoists, and they would pull those cars, not the cars right in the mine, the cars 

which ran to pick the coal up after it came out of the mine. They used to pull them 
up there and drop back onto the railroad track and the locomotive would take them down 

to Departure Bay. They would run through Wellington,across the track at Wellington, 

just this side of the station. They would run under the bridge. Do you know where 

the bridge is? 

LB : No. 
GE: Top of the hill. You know where you, where the overhead bridge is at Wellington? 
LB : Yes , over the highway. 

GE: Just on the hill there? 

LB: Yes. 

GE: That was the bridge, that is where the train went down to Departure Bay. 
LB: And there was a tre~fle there, a bridge for the train? 
GE: Not for the train, for the people. The travelling public. 
LB: Oh really . 

• GE : 

(, · LB: 

In the town. There was a bridge right there , right under there . Right at Wellington . 
I can remember the bridge. 

GE: 

Okay, now tell me about the Wellington railroad. Where did that go? 

Where? 
LB: Yes. Did it take the coal from the Wellington , from Wellington down to Departure 

Bay? 

GE : It went right down to Departure Bay. It went right through Wellington and come across 
the E & N track where the shops were. Do you know where the shops were? 

LB: No . 

GE: At the back, ... Do you know where the station was? 

LB: Yes . 
GE: Just in to the right of that. 

LB: Okay. 

GE : Over towards the lake. There was a big shop there. That was the round house for 
the locomotives. The track used to come right through there and it would go underneath 
that bridge up along Long Lake here, and down here to Departure Bay, Number One 

shaft at Departure Bay . There was a Number One shaft at Departure Bay too you know. 

LB: Where is that? Do you know? 
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GE: Yes. It is in off of. Do you know where the little church is down there, as you go 

way down Departure Bay Road? 

LB: Church? 
GE: We used to take a lot of --
LB: You can show that to me . I'm not sure I know where that is 

GE: That is in Departure Bay, Number One shaft. And they sucked Number One shaft from 
Diver's Lake. They had a slope going down to Number One shaft . Since Northfield. 

LB: Oh, I see. So, did the railway pretty well follow Departure Bay Road? 

GE: The which? 
LB: Where Departure Bay Road is now? Would that have been the railroad grade? 

GE: No . They went through to the right. On the that long straight piece. They went 

to the right and then swung around to that Number One shaft . 
LB: Yes, because that is pretty steep. 
GE: That's right, they had to have it straight, they used to have the shaft right through 

there, er, the road. The railroad went right through there . 

LB: When were those wharves dismantled at Departure Bay? 
- 1 

GE: Well, I will tell you when they were mantled . I don't have the date, but I will tell you 
how they got them mantled. The young fellow from Northfield and different places, 

always used to go down there fishing. Fishing cod fish you know. 

LB: Yes. 

GE: 

• 
And they lit a fire there. They had a fire on the beach, to make a cup of tea. 

By George, they burnt the wharf down. 

t-LB: 
GE: 
LB: 

Oh for goodness sakes. This would have been well after . . .. 

You know, its stands are there yet. 

The pilings? 
GE: Short pilings. 

LB: Was there just one wharf? 

GE: Two. 
LB : And that was well after when they quit using them, that they burned? 

GE: Oh yes. They were done with them. 
LB: So do you, how old wouid you have been then, when those burned? Do you remember? 

GE: Oh, I was just young . I was just going to school. 
LB: So not too long after they quit using them. 
GE: Yes, not too long, but the wharf there. I tell you the boats used to come in there. 

They would take all the coal down to Frisco. The Wellington and Two Brothers. That 

was the names of the boats. 

LB: The boats. The second one was called the Two Brothers? 

GE: Yes. Those were the main two boats that would come in. 

LB: Were they steam ships? 
GE : Yes, steam ships. The Wellington ran a long time . It took a lot of coal down . 

• ~ LB : 

I don't know if you have anything in your tape. My father, was sent down to Victoria 

during the big strike at Wellington. 

Okay. 

GE : My father, George Edwards, was sent down to boycott the scab cove from Wellington, 
and my wife .. 

LB: Down to Victoria? 
GE: No, no, down to San Fransisco. My wife was born at Rock City . All the people had 

houses over there, them white cabins and all that . They had to get out and leave the 
scabs in . That is what made Rock City. 
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LB: 

GE: 
LB: 

GE: 

LB: 

GE: 

LB: 

GE: 
LB: 
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You tell me about Rock City now. It was a miners ... ? 

No. It was only 4 houses called Rock City. 

Oh, really. tilt 1. 

Do you know B i 11 Cardyna.l? Co 

Yes. 

~tp 
l I 

Bill Ca~~al was the first one. My wife was the second one. 
Your w(fe's parents. 

Clark was the third one, and they were relations, my wife's people and Clarks . 
were the fourth. Four houses. 

Why were they there? 

Kicked out of Wellington. 

And they just squatted . Did they just homestead of what? 

Ro~son • s 

• GE: Yes they went down there, anywhere at all, put a tent up till they got their place 

built. 

" LB: 
The land belonged to Dunsmuir though, didn't it? 

GE: That's right . They could get the land anywhere at all. They could build or put a tent 
anywhere, and they went down there and put up a tent and built a house. My wife was 

born there . 
LB: What was your wife's maiden name? 

GE: Robeson. 

LB: Robeson. R-0-B-E-S-0-N? 
GE: Yes . 
LB: When did her family come to Nanaimo? 

GE: If the wife was here now, she could tell you. 

LB: Well I could ask here when I see her. 
GE: Her oldest sister died at 93, and she was born somewhere in the stage coming up from 

the old country. 

LB : Oh, I see . 
GE : They came from the old country. 

LB: So just before your wife was born then? 

GE: Yes. 
LB: And her father came to work in the mines? 
GE: Yes . He came to work in the mines. After that, they stayed down there and got 

enough land cleared and, any place they could get enough land cleared to make a bit 

of a garden. They would grow their own stuff, you know. They got most of their, 
her dad worked at the down there . 

LB: Oh, I see . 

GE: Or on the government wharf. 

LB: He didn't ever work in the mines here? 

GE: Her family did, I don't know about the old fellow. But the family did, and the oldest 
brother got hurt bad in Number four mine. They never expected him to live. 

LB: Number four Wellington? 

GE: Number four Wellington. 

LB: What happened? 

GE: Got caught in a trip of coal. 

LB: Oh dear. 
GE: He tripped, you know, coming up with coal. Got under the car . They never thought he 

would live, but he lived. He went to Vancouver and he did pretty well for himself 
over there. But they are all dead now. 

LB: Yes. 
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GE: 
LB: 
GE: 
LB: 
GE: 
LB: 
GE: 
LB: 
GE: 
LB: 
GE: 
LB: 
GE: 
LB: 
GE: 
LB: 
GE: 
LB: 
GE: 

They are all gone. 
How many brothers did she have. 
Three . Three sisters . 
Three sisters and three brothers? 
Three sisters and three brothers. 

- 20 -

And all three boys went into the mine? 
Oh yes. 
So was he a rope rider at that time? 
A rope rider. 
Yes. 
Correct, he was rope rider. 
And those would have been steam hoists? 
Steam, oh yes. 
In the Wellington mines. 
Yes. That's right. The air 

"')CI'!>t 
What was the air horse? 

.f 
- __hi~ 
~se came after that too, you know. 

~,,(:~ 

The air horse was compressed air. 
Okay. 
Compressed air . Cumberland was the same. After you got too far away for pipes, 
they drilled a hole down and put an eight inch pipe do~m, where the workings were. 
The mines were a mile from here underground. They put a hole down through and put 
a pipe down through and got all the air down through there. 

LB: Oh for goodness sakes . 
GE: They put a big compressor here . 
LB: Oh, just over top of the workings? 
GE: Yes. 
LB: And that was in the Wellington mines? 
GE: That was in the Wellington mines. 
LB: Really. Oh, that is interesting . 
GE: That's right. 
LB: But we're still going. Looks like your wife is back, so I am going to stop this. 

INTERRUPTION 

LB: Your dad came from the mainland? 
E: England. 

LB: Oh, from England. 
E: And my mother . They came from England, but my dad was out here working in the mines 

INTERRUPTION 

E: the older boys. There was Tom, Wilson and Jim. And my oldest sister, my mother had to 
leave the train in the States to go to the hospital where she was born. My sister, 
that one there on the picture,and myself were born at Rock City. 

LB: 
E: 

LB: 
E: 

LB: 
E: 

LB: 

And this was in 189 ? 
Now I can't remember, I'm 91, my sister is 93 this October, and my sister that passed 
away in Nanaimo just two years ago, she would have been about 95 now. 
So the two youngest ones were born in Rock City? 
Yes. 
You went to Rock City when Dunsmuir kicked people out of the Company houses? 
When they had the strike, what do you call the men that come in? 
Scabs. 
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E: Scabs, and the miners had to get out of the Company houses. There was Mr. Robson, 
our name was Rob~son, but their name was Robson. That was all the difference. 
But he had property and a house on this place, I think . So my dad went and stayed 
in a tent on this property until they got the house finished. 

LB: 
GE: 
LB: 

E: 
LB: 

E: 
LB: 

E: 

LB: 
E: 

LB: 
E: 

LB: 
E: 

GE: 
E: 

LB: 
E: 

GE: 
E: 

LB: 
E: 

Oh I see. I wondered how Dunsmuir would let you stay there. 
Oh no, no, he wouldn•t let you do that . 
So did your dad come ahead of your mother? 
Yes, he came out from England ahead. I can•t remember the date. 
It must have been two or three years ahead? 
Yes. 
Because I think the strike was five or six years before you were born. 
The strike was on and the strike was over before I was born . I don•t think there 
was any strike . 
So your father, did your father ever work in the mine? 
Oh, yes . 
Your father? 
In England he went to work in the dark ... 
What about in Nanaimo? In Wellington? 
Well he worked in the mines here just the same. That•s all he worked. 
At Wellington. 
At Wellington that was . 
Your brothers worked in the mine? 

My oldest brother was very severely injured in the Wellington mine . 
Didn•t Jim and Wilson work in the mine? 
All I can remember, Wilson my second brother, he never married, all he ever did that 
I can remember is work on the boats. He worked on the boats going backwards and 
forwards to Nanaimo to Vancouver. 
So were you raised in Rock City then? Did you stay there? 
I went to school at Departure Bay School. We used to get up and we had to clean our 
shoes and have our lessons learnt and walk down to the Departure Bay School and walk 
home. 

LB: Where was the school? 
E: Departure Bay, right where the new school is now. 

LB: Right where where the new school is now? 
E: Only it was a little red school house. 

LB : Oh for goodness sakes. 
E: I went to school till I was ready to go into highschool. I would have passed into 

high school had I went back, but I didn•t go back to school. 
LB: How may buildings would there have been down at Departure Bay? 

E: Well, why it was named Rock City, my dad, I think he was the first to start down there, 
and then my mother•s brother built a house on the same street . There name was 
Clark. My mother•s name was Clark . One of their daughters was named Rock City. 

LB: Oh for goodness sakes. Because it was rocky? 
GE: Itwasall rock. 

E: Small mountains, small ridges, you could say. She was the one that named it Rock City. 
GE: Was that one of Clark•s girls? 

E: That was,Clark•s girls? 
GE: Eva? 
E: Not Nellie, but Eva . 

END OF TAPE 


