
• .. 

I 

I . f 4 I -

JIM (JAMES) BEVIS interviewed by Bernie MeN~ce±l 

COtlEGE lu ARY 
( 

/is 

BM: Mr . Bevis , where were you born? 

JB: Nova Scotia , Sydney. 

BM: And what year was that? 

JB: 1906. 

~1 : And when did you come out to the West Coast? 

JB: 1908 . I was ~ed for two years and moved down to Nanaimo in 19IO (?) 

BM: And, have you lived in Nanaimo all your life? 

JB: No, we went to Cumberland in 19ll and come back in 1923. 

BM : When you were in Cumberland . . . . why did you move t o Cumberland? 

JB: My dad moved there to work in the mines . 

BM: Humhum. 

JB: He couldn't get work here and he moved there . 

BM: So , that was in 1911 . 

JB: That was around that time, yes . 

B\1: What kind of things do you remember about Cumberland? Were you small 

then? 

JB: Yes, I was only four years old then . . I was only five years old when I 

moved to Cumberland. I don't renember too much . I went to school there, 

started to work in the coal mines there . I worked about three years there, 

one on top and two down below and came then down here. 

BM: How old were you when you first started working in the coal mines? 

JB: About fourteen (years). 

BM: Was that really ymmg for a person to start? 

JB: Yes . 

~1: Was that legal? 

JB: Now, you had to lie for your age then, you were supposed to be sixteen . 

B\1: Would management really actually know that you were younger and just take 

you on? 

Bvt : Oh ya. 

BM: So, it was just basically , . .. to pay you less? 

,, 
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JB : It was just a matter of routine, that's all. My parents came down 

here for the weekend and 1 . L _ got a job in the coal mine. 

BM: Did your parents like that idea? 

JB : No , they didn't . 

~1: Did your parents have any other aspirations for you? 

JB : They wanted me to go on to school, but I didn't want to go to school. 

BM So, they had higher hopes. They didn't want their children working in· 

the coal mines? Why did you want to \\Qr k in the coal mines? 

JB: Everybody had to work in the coal mines . 

B\1: Was that the only work? 

JB: It was the only work in CUmberland. Yes, everybody had to go to the 

coal mines. That ' s the way it was, 

BM: Did you come down to Nanaimo with your parents, or did you come on your 

own? 

JB : My parents moved down there. 

~1: Did you get a job in the coal mines in Nanaimo then? 

JB: Yes. 

~1: What was the first coal mine you worked in here. 

JB; Reserve . 

IM: Reserve, and how long did you work at Reserve? 

JB: Oh, about five months , I guess , then I came back in Number I mine. 

~1: What was your first job at Number I? 

JB: At 'Number I mine I was diggin ' coal with my dad, helped him. 

B\1: What was it like, working down in the mine? 

JB: It was all right. I liked the mines. 

B\1: Would you say that Number 1 was better working conditions? 

JB: Oh yes. Number 1 was a better mine t o work in. It had higher coal. 

B\1: Was there a lot of water coming down on you? 

JB: There wasn't too much in Number 1. 

BM: What about Reserve? 

JB : There was a li·.ttle bit in Reserve, Not too nruch, 



EM: What about gas. I hear a lot about gas in coal mines, a lot of 

explosions occurredhecause of it. 

JB: Well, you know, we never got to hear to~ch about that. 

BM: Did you take any sort of safety precautions? 
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JB: Oh, they had safety rules down in the mines. You couldn't smoke and do a lot 

of things. You had to be very careful , you know. 

~1:Did any accidents happen because of certain people not obeying the 

rules? 
,, 

JB: Well, that would be hard to say . You wouldn't know that. 

~1: Do you remember any disasters, occurring in 1\\.nnber 1? 

JB: No, not in my days . . 

BM: Do you remember any incidents that did happen in this area? 

JB: Just by hearsay, that ' s all. 

BM: Do you remember anything about that? 

JB: The explosions and that . 

BM: Do you remember any specific mine where this occu1 red? 

JB: 1\\.nnber 4 in Q.nnberland . There was n...o explosions there in six months. 

I remember both . 

~1: Whose fault what that? The miners'? What did the management say? 

JB: They say it '\"a$ Olinamen smokin ' cigarettes. 

BM: I heard, a lot of miners at that time were very prejudice against the 

Chinese becausethey could 1ntcornprehend the fact that tnercouldn't smoke 

in the mines 

JB: That was one rule, they were dead against smokin ' in the mines. That was 

their (management) alibi out of it anyway. 

~1: So, the n~\"ere other deep rooted reasons besides them not tmderstanding 

English and smoking in the mines all the time? 

JB: That's right. 

~1: Had it something to do with wages, perhaps? 

JB: Oh, I don't think so. No. 

BM: Do you remember how many miners worked in Number 1 ~hen you were 

working there? 

JB: No, I really don't know how many. 



/4 

EM: Was there quite a few? 

JB: Oh yah. 

BM: Do you remember ho~ifts they had? 

JB: Oh, we were workin ' three shifts. Not too many on the night shift . The morning 

shift was the biggest crew. 

BM: So , how did the shifts work. Did they work them in the hours of the day? 

JB: Oh yes. They started at seven in the morning til three and then the 

afternoon shift came on at three to eleven and then the nightshift went on 

from eleven to seven. 

EM: What shift did you work on? The morning shift? 

JB:Well, I worked on three shifts. 

EM: You alternated? Did you find it bothersome? Like, you couldn't get used 

to it? 

JB : You got used to it. Once you were down the mine, it didn't matter what 

shift you worked . It was all dark anyway, you know. You had no light. 

BM: So, you never really saw daylight that much? 

JB: No, in the winter time , we'ld never see daylight. It was dark in the morning 

and we'ld come home in the dark at night. We never would see any daylight. 

Very little of it. 

EM; _ Did you worry about anything being in the mine? 

JB:No. Nothing to be worried. Nothing seemed to bother you, nothing seemed to 

worry you. ' 

EM: Exactly, what was the process of digging coal out .. Did you take it 

from the manual labour part and then take it out of the shaft and on to the 

surface. 

JB : We rode it out in cars . When you were diggin ' coal you made more money than 

the driver made. 

B!'--1 : What was the methoJ of digging coal? 
I~ •\ 

JB: We bd:l d shuffle and a drill, we h •d to drill it , used po\\rder to blow 

it. 

~1 : Was that dangerous?Using Powder? 

JB : You had to be very careful with it . You had to have a miner's ticket before 

you could dig coal. 
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BM: What exactly was a miner's ticket? 

JB: Well, it ' s just like a permit , you know. You had to answer a certain 

amount of questions. What powder t o use, certain kind of hose. 

BM: So , you were fairly experienced then. At which age would you 

approximately get a miner's ticket? 

JB : Well , you could get it young enough. There wasn't too many kids who had 

a miner's ticket , not until they were around eighteen or twenty (years) 
r.; 

anyway. There were very few kids digging coal. When they did, they went 

for their dad . They were only, like, backhands . They didn ' t have to have a 

ticket . Because your dad already had a ticket. 

BM: Working with your father, did that mean you were paid less? 

JB : ~~pay was $4 . 00 a day helper ' s pay . My dad got the other, you see. You 

got so much a ton, $] . 80 a ton. 

BM: This wage you get at a helper did you have to give it to the family or was 

it yours to keep? 

JB : No , it was mine. When you were a kid, you had to turn it in . 

IN: But you were fortunate enough to keep it then? 

JB: No, I turned all my money m. 

BM: Oh, you did. 

JB : Oh yah .. Until I was 23 years of age . 

BM: So , at the age of 23 , you left home then? 

JB : No, I was still at home .. 

BM: lVhen did you meet your wife? 

JB:Oh, we were married in 1924, oh no , in 1930. I was married in 1930. We 

have been married 49 years. Next year it will be SO. 

BM: I was '~ondering, could I asked your wife a question? 

lfua t is your name? 

VM: Viana , Vi. 

Bl'v1: I would like to ask you a personal question . Was your husband working in 

the mines when you were married? 

VM: Yes , he was. 

BM: lVhat kind of concerns did you have about your husband l-.'Orking in the 

.1\mes? 
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VB : Well, when we decided to get married , I said , "now, listen, this is 

gone far enough". So we moved to Vancouver . I said;"You got to leave the 

mines". So we went o Vancouver. I got a job, he got a job for SO cents an 

hour as a longshore man. And I got SO cents an hour as a waitress and 

cashier in the White Lunch (Spot?) . And then we were there nine months, 

we went broke . We couldn 1 t find work anymore. So , we went back home and he went in 

the mines again. We had a honeymoon for nine months . (laughter) 

'• BM: So, when he worked in the mines you were worried. You think that was the 

main concern of most housewives? 

\IB:' Oh ya. 

Blvl : But you never really showed it? You kept i t to yourself? 

\ffi: Ya . And my dad was a miner and my brother and I never did like the coal mining 

But we ended up back there an~vay . You had to get work. 

BM: Did you ever worry about people not coming out or something like that? 

Or did you never think about that? It was just a job? 

JB: Yah. It \vas just a job. It \vas just like goin 1 to the logging camp or the 

bush to work and that was it. 

EM: I understand there was a strike in 19) 3 . Do you remember that in any 

detail at all? 

JB: No , I wasn 1 t in the mine then, 

BM: No , But were you in the city at that time? 

JB: Not here , no. 

R-1 : So , you just heard rumours about it. Did the strike ever come to 

Cumberland? 

JB: Oh yes.Do you remember the activities that went on during the strike? 

.B\1: No , I don 1 t renenber too much. .!_ know that we had to move out of 

Cumberland . We had to go down and stay on the beach for two years because 

the company owned all the houses . 

EN: So , the company .... 

JB : Kicked then all out. 

BM: Did that make your father very bit ter? 

JB: Wel l, no. He wasn 1 t bitter . Everybody was in the same boat. It was 

all miners . 
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So , the hostilities were put against the management? 

JB: Well , I don ' t renember too much of that. I was too young. 

BM: What did you do in your spare time? 

JB: We come home at night. The young fellm~s would play soccer, kicked 
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the ball around for a while, and then you had to go to bed because you had 

to go up early. 

B\1: Yes, I understand that the had a very go0Mg~6c~~ team? 

JB: Yes they did, yes. 

EM: Did you ever play in these prominent teams? 

JB : No, I just played junior soccer, that's all . 

EM: Was there a lot of people involved in that? 

JB: Oh, yes , quite a lot of people. 

~1: So, sports was a very important aspect of life? 

JB: Yes . 

EM: Did you ever go to things like dances. Was there a lot of entertainment? 

JB: Oh yes, there was a lot of dances goin' on. I never went too much, I wasn't 

a dancer, I guess. 

EM: Did you go to the Opera, like, they had Opera Houses here, I understand, 

JB: No. They never had big operas, as far as I remember, just the common show, 

you Jmow. Silent pictures ... , 

BM: Did you always work in Number 1 mine? 

JB: No, I worked in Wakesiah, Reserve, Number I and Protection . 

~1: What was it like working in l\'akesiah? 

JB: It was a low seam coal . Low coal. 

EM: Did you live there or did you commute? 

JB: No, we just lived in town here. 

B\1 Was it as open as it is now or was it like it is now? (Wakesiah) 

JB: There was nothing out there at the time butfthe coal mine 

~1 So, you had to go through 

JB: It was a company farm . 

~1: What was on this company farm? 

wooded area •.. 

JB : Well, there was hay there for the mules in the mine. 

BM: So, they kept the mules down in the mine? 

JB: Oh ya . 
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BM: So, these mules stayed from death to birth (birth to death) in the 

mines? 

JB: Well, they used to bring the mules up when they got hurt , you Jmow, and 

let them run around the farm out here in the wil d and they got better .... 

BM: Did you like working having the mules down there? 

JB : Oh ya. 

BM Did you work in the mines when theybrought electric cars in? 
,, 

JB: Electric motors, yru mean? 

B\1: Yes. I guess , they took the nrules out . 

JB :They were gradually getting rid of the horses and mules . 

BM: Did you prefer the winches? Did you prefer the machines to the horses? 

JB: Oh yes . 

BM: So , it was safer than. 

JB: Oh yes. 

J.B 1M: My dad, he ~ras a foremanpf Wakesiah, you know . 

.Bt--1 ~: What was his job as a foreman? 

..JB ~= He was the rmderground boss . 

.f,l-1 .m-: But was exactly ... . 

.JB BM: Next to the manager. 

Bt4m: So , what exactly did he do? 

.JE Wl: He had charge of the whole mine. All the coal coming out. Coal getting 

cut . He was in charge of the whole mine, almost like a manager in a way. 

But he didn't have a manager ' s ticket. He just had an underground man's ticket. 

An undergroond foreman. 

BM: Were you in Nanaimo when the unions tried to organize? 

JB : Oh yes. 

B\1: Can you tell me anything about that? 

JB : Well, we had no union here in the mine. It was pretty tough life. The 

miners had a dog life. You Jmow, when you lost your job here in the mine , 

you was finished on the whole island- you couldn't get nothing. When you "\\ere 

fired from one mine in Nanaimo , you couldn ' t get a job in Nanaimo, The company 

m-.ned all the mines . One company. In Ctunberland was a different company, there 

was the Canadian Collieries. 
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BM: That was under Dunsmuir , was it? 

JB: That was Dunsmuir . 

BM: How did you fight for a union? How did you have to go about it? 

JB : Oh, you had meetings all the time, And everytime they elected a man 

president, he was fired. 

BM: So , you tried to keep these things as secret as possible? 

JB: The bosses knew more about it than you do or before we did, 

BM: Were would you hold these meetings? In old halls or. ... 

JB ; Right down here where the Malaspina is, we used to hold them on the G reen, 

BM: I heard a rumour that at one poinftheyused to hold them (meetings} in 

Petrogliph Park? 

JB: Well, they may ha~~nthat before my time. IN 1923 we used to hold them 

down there . 

BM:So , the union had gotten to the point when they came from the secret to the 

open? Was every body in favour of the union or was it something that 

had to be done? 

JB: Well , everybody wanted a union because it wasn't very pleasant to work 

in the mine under no union. You know, it was gettin' wor~ and worse all the 

time. 

BM: Did the people want a union for wages or protection of rights? 

JB : It was for more than wage; it was for conditions, safety conditions and 

everything else . 

J?lv1: I also understand that the workers wanted to be recognized as independant 

bodies? 

JB: That's right. They didn't ask too much, I don't think. 

BM: So , did you own a union card? 

JB: We never had a union card. If we would be found with a union card you would 

be fired , you would lose your job. 

lN: At the period when you worked in the mines did the union ever get in at 

a force or power or whatever? 

PN: Not in my days, they didn't. They did eventually . 



.B\1: l\1Jlen did you retire from the mine? 

JB: Well , I retired from the mines in 1934. 

BM: So, that is four years after you were married? 
JB : Yes. 
BM: So, that was about the time when the mines started to close down? 

JB : Ya, they were closin' down . 
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BM: I guess , that was the start of the depression then? During the depression? 

JB: Well , when did the depression come up, in the 1930ies. 

BM: So , during the dpression, whas it a really hard time in Nanaimo? 

Was it really hard , hard times? 

JB: Oh, I dont ' know. Everybody seemed to get by one way or another . 

B~: How exactly did they pull themselves through? 

JB: Well, I guess, a lot of them went on relief . They used to get ... 

B\il: Is relief a sort of welfare? 

JS: Welfare, in a different way , yes . Unemployment insurance. You got a little 

bit there, not much. A few dollars a months but not very much. 

BM: Was employment very difficult to find here? 

JB : Oh ya, it was. 

J3l'.1 : The mine almost came to a standstill? 

J:s: Well, they ldnd of split it up, like give ' em so many pay days, sometimes 

eyerv two WPP lcs . 
they would get two day~ one ctay a week.~ ~ ' , Two days to live on . 

B~ : Did you quit because work was no longer available? 

JB: I left the mines to work as a bar tender. 

BM: Where were you a bar tender? 

JB : Globe Hotel here , next door. 

B\1: What was it like v.'Orking at the Gl obe Hotel? 

JB: My dad owned it then. He had it and I went workin ' for him, and I worked 

for about five years for him. Then went into business .. . my brother in law 

and myself went into business with the Corrnnercial Hotel. '-'November 16t h , 1938 

and I sold out to my brother in law, it was 1941 and I went partners with 

my dad m the Globe until he passed away, and then I was in there by myself 

for !2 years and then I sold. 

BM: I heard, Nanaimo had at least fourteen bars m the city? 

JB: They did at that time, yes, 

BM: Was Nanaimo a very wild city? 
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JB: Oh, I don't think, it was as wild as it is now. 

EM: So , you wouldn't say ... social activity hasn ' t changed , people still 

go bar hopping .What kind of people came to the bar? 

JB : Mostly miners and loggers . 

BM: Working people? 

JB: Working people , yes . 

BM: 1\'ha.t was your attitude towards management or city aldermen? Did you 

feel they were decent people or working for you? 

JB : You mean city hall? 

BM : Yes , I guess . 

JB: I don' t know too much about that. At one time, you never got no pay 

being an alderman, just the glory . 

Bl-1: So they had to be fairly well to do? 

JB: ~fumy years ago the mayor didn ' t get too much money either. 

BM: This people had to be fairly rich and own a lot of property. 

JB: That ' s right. Most of them owned property. 

BM: So, alot of people didn't like that fact because they felt that they were 

represented not truly. 

JB: Lots of them would (think that) 

Bl-1: Would you say that Nanaimo was a fairly radical town in politacl ideals 

or just sort of mostly .•.. 

JB : I don't think they are that radical. :Most of them vote for Labour, It has 

always been that way . Which way is a \vorking man gonna vote? Which way 

should he vote? 

Bl-1: Do you remember anything about the Red Light District on Fraser Street? 

JB: Oh yes. I remember about it , ya . 

B\.f: What kind of stories can you tell me about that? 

JB: Oh, I can't tell you too much. 

VB: They were all very well behaved . 

JB: They had to be. The girls were allowed rn town to times a week. Just 

a couple of hours. 

~1: They were just allowed. They had to stay where they were? 

JB : The couldn' t solici te around in the main drag~ They - ' ld come up here 
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and do their shoppin ' and have a beer or b~o and then would go back horne. 

JB: They call that their horne. 

EM: Was prostitution legal? 

JB: Oh, yes, it was legal . 

~1: I didn ' t know that . 

JB: They had to come to town every Monday to be examine by the doctor and . ... 

BM: They coul d only stay so many hours? 

JB : At five o ' cl ock, they had to be back at their own place. 

BM: Was that a wild district? Or \~as there a type of respectability about 

it or something? 

JB: I imagine, the police checkedit up pretty regular. 

BM : So , they sort of kept i t so it wouldn~~t out of hand? 

JB: Well , yes . I don ' t see any trouble down there. I don't remember. 

B\1: So , it was just there and i t was an accepted fact in life? 

JB: That's right. Itwas legal down there until the Second World War started . 

VB: It was a beautiful place , and the loggers used to go down there. 

JB: Ya . 

BM: That~s really interesting. 

JB : You never heard (about) many rape cases around here. None that I know of . 

Well , there was one or two. 

BM: So, it was ldnd of a confined outlet , you know what I mean ? 

It was confined to an area? 

JB: That's right . It was confined to Fraser Street dmm there. 

EM: Was it just the one Street? 

JB : Just teh one street , ya . 

BM: Was it full 0~ous es then? 

JB : There is a few houses , but I don't know, how many. 

BM: Do you remember, I think, you call them Madame , was there one particular 

one that you remember , t hat stood out . 

JB: Yes, there was a :Madame in every house, she was the ooss . 

BM: Was there any famous female character that sort of struck her name in the 

corrmn.mi ty? 

JB: Not that I know of. 
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VB: There is s t ill one living 

JB:Ruby Howard(?) , you mean? Oh, I dont lmow . 

VB: talking in the background. 

JB: Oh, Bell Harvey . She is still in town. We used to call them landladies . 

She l ives on the other end of town. She was a landlady. 

They used to bring the girls up, the landladies. They had to be examined by the 

doctor and the landlady would go with them and see that they all got in at 

a certain time , I think it was fi:e p .m . . CA.lt of the bars and home . 

:EM: Do you renember anything about the Chinese? 

JB: There was Chinese in Cumberl and but we didn 1 t hear too much about them 

here . There were Chinese in the mines in Ctnnberland, mostly Chinese. 

BJ.1 : What do you remember about the Chinese in Cumberland then? What was exactly 

the feelings, you know, of the other miners? 

JB : The Chinese miners are just the same as the white miners , they used to 

go to work and .. . . 

BJ.1: They didn 1 t really think of them sort of a lower class ...• 

JB: No , we never thought about that. 

BM: So, they were just sort of .. . like ... .. 
JB: They were just coal miners, they was some good miners amongst them, good 

drivers amongst them. 

BM: What v.ras the social activity that took place in Chinatmvn? 

Was there a lot of controversy about i t ? 

JB: Not that I know of . They stayed by themselves down there, you know, 

they 1 ld never come up to~n - Cumberland - much unless they had too, They had 

their own shops down there, their own gamblin 1 places , They had everything 

dmvn there. 

PM: Gamlin ' - was it legal then? 

JB: Oh, yes , it was . 

BM: Only inChinatown? 

JB: Yah . Well, gamlin' was legal in Cumberland too on the main drag. They 

always had gamlin ' . 

BJ.1: What sort of gambling?Basically poker? 

JB: Basically poker and ? 
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BM: Did they have slot machines then? 

JB : Well , I can ' t r emember any slot machines . They used to have them years 

ago, I think. Many , many years ago , before my t ime , before I can remember . 

BM: Do you remember anything about the ships in the harbour loading for 

coal. Would you say, Nanaimo was a fairly busy port? Nanaimo? 

JB: Nanaimo was a busy port then. They claimed it was as high as twenty-one 

vessels waiting here for coal. 

BM: Was that in the harbour area? 

JB: In the harbour area, sure . 

BM: Were they basically all sail or were t hey gettin' t o steam? 

J: They were starting to get into steam. Very few sailing ships that 

I can remember . 

a-1: Do you remember anything significant about the boats, like , I heard a 

story about one blowing up? 

JB : Yes , , there ~as one blowin' up . 

a-1: Do you remember the boat? 

JB : I think it was the "Oscar." 

BM: Yah, that ' s it , the "Oscar ." 

Were you here in Nanaimo then? 

JB : No, I wasn ' t . I was in Cumberland, That \vas around 1916. Around that time 1 

I ' ld say. I'm sure , it was 1916. It was during the war anyways . 

B\1: Did you remember any explosions that happened in the mines while you were 

here? 

JB: Not here . 

EM: I guess you wouldn ' t know anything about that. This is . . . I heard 

stories . .. people say t he gorund was shaking , things like that. 

JB: Well , some of them say that, but I 've never seen it . 

EM: So , you were very fortunate working in the mines? 

JB: Yes. Yah . 

a-1: Do you think it was a very hard life or . .• 

END OF TAPE I, SIDE I 

) 

,, 
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TAPE 1, SIDE ll 

BN: Didn't you think it was sort of .. . like dirty? 

A lot of dirt and things like that? You described the working conditions 

very well . But how exactly were the working conditions? 

Well, a lot of old miners got silicosis because of the. coldness. 

:Br-1: Arrl they didn't get any compensation? 

JB : Not for silicosis they didn ' t . Not at that time. They get it now , 

But they didn ' t at that time . There was no union. Nobody claimed the 

damned thing 

BM So, when you saw the old coal miners working and come out with tle.=e 

diseases that were related to the occupation , didn't that sort of make you 

think that you were in the wrong job? 

JB : Well, where could you go? Once a miner got done the mine, he thinks he 

could do nothing else. 

BM: So, was that basiaally the attitude, once you were in the coal mine 

that is all you could do? 

JB: That was it mostly , ya. 

BM: So , if your father worked in the coal mine 1 you worked there too? 

JB: That's it, that's it , that's the way you thought. 

BM: So, did your father work in the coal mines al l his life then? 

JB: All his life . Well, he was in the hotel business then . 

He left the mines in 1930 , 1932, something about that, 

Bl1: How was the boss relationship? Was there hostility or did 

you go along well. 

JB: Well, we always got along good with the bosses. There wasn't any we didn't 

get along with . You did what you had to do, you would see 'em every day, 

tW" it was routine for you, goin' down the mine every day, go in' down to dig coal. 

\ ~~ You digged coal every day . 

1 ~1 : Could you sort of go from the time when you went into the mine and 

go through the actions when you worked there? 

JB : Well , when you first went down the mine , if you were diggin ' coal, you 
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went down to your pl ace and . 

BM: Did you \vent down the cage? 

JB: Yes, we went down the cage, sure. 

BM: How deep dmvn was it? 

JB: Well , it was around 600 feet here , around that. ~limber L, Protection 

they run around SSO, 600 (feet) , Wakesiah was only down to 200 feet . The 

mine was under this little mountain. ,, 
IW: And .... 

JB: You used to go down in the morning and than go to your place and you 

start to drill hose . 

JW: You worked in a certain area in that mine? You were assigned to a 

certain area? 

JB: Oh ya . Certain sections . You went to the same place every day until it 

run out or they closed it up. 

R-1: Were you sort of like on a contract? You had to bring up so much 

coal? 

-
[ 

JB: You got paid for what you had done. If you didn't get coal , you didn ' t get 

paid. 

BM: So, you were on contract. Did they dedact pay1 if you brought up coal that 

was of very inferior quality? 

!? r JB : Well , if you loaded SO pounds of rock into your car, you lost the 

t? whole car . 

BM: So , would they dedact pay for that? 

JB:They 1 ld take the car off, yah. 

BM: Did you feel that was fair doing that? 

JB: Well , is was fair . . . that's what they did , they did it. (S:huckl e) 

B'vl: So, that was one of the things you fought for, so you got paid 

for what you worked, no matter what. 

JB: That 1 s right, yah. It don 1 t take much rock to make SO pounds, you know, . 

If you take a car, well the average car in Protection and Number 1 averages 

about 800 1bat 's what they used to give you. It went down 

as law as 1400 . And when you filled the car up you could get over 

a ton on it. 



B\1: And these cars, they were small cage trucks? 

JB: Yes, small. 

BM: And then they had to be loaded to be taken up again. 
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JB : They were loaded and then hoisted up with a rope , a winch , to the 

shaft barn and then they would come up in a cage , and then they dtmtped 'em and 

then they were goin' down again . Same routine all the time. 

BM: Was the mine held up by wooden beams? 

JB: Oh, yes. 

BM: That was called beams? 

JB: Oh yeah. 

B\1: And that's what they called beam , the two be~ent across the 

top and the bottom? 

JB: Pit head, yes. 

B\1: Was there any terminology used, like . . . when you were drilling the coal, 

how was that called? 

JB: Oh, just drillin ' coal. 

Bl'-1: So , there wasn't any specific terminology. What was the two walls in 

the side called, you would have two sides , and the walls and the ceiling 1 

what was the two wall, just walls? 

.m: We would call that the rib. 

BM: You called that the rib? 

JB : Yah. 

EM: And was would the ceiling be called? 

JB: We ·would call that the roof. Well, we had the floor and the. roof and the 

two sides . 

BM: And then you called it the rib? 

JB: Well , yes, we called it the ribs. 

BM: And anything going straight down would be the shaft? 

JB: Yes . Straight down . . 

13M: What would you call 

JB: A slope was down . 

PM: A slope was down . lfuen they referred to the slope going down does 

that mean the mine going in the direction of the coal. 

JB: It goes down gradually . You follow the coal . If you keep going like that . 

it's a slant . 
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BM: So , when you were mining, you had to mine as the coal went, went down. 

JB: That's right. There is very few places that went straight in 

all the way. Very few . They didn ' t go very far . It raised up and dipped down. 

BM: What did you call the bucket that you loaded coal in to it. I heard 

them refer to as a kipple . Did you ever cal l it that? Or did you just call 

it a loading bucket or something . 

JB : Well , I don't know. There was only a bucket when they was drivin ' the 
0 

shaft . All we leaded the coal in was cars. A ton a car, mostly. They would 

hold a ton when you filled i t up. Some of them, like Reserve mane, had a bigger 

car . They had a ton and a quarter, maybe a ton and a half , you could get 

on them. 

BM: I understand - I guess, I ment ioned that before - that they had the mules 

down in the mine . So , did they have an entire stable down in the mine? 

JB : Oh yes . 

BM: And they stayed there all the time . 

JB: All the time . 

BM: I also heard a lot of stories that they had a lot of rats down there. 

JB: Oh, quite a few rats . They didn't bother you. 

BM: They didn ' t bother you . 

JB: No. emphasis ! 

BM: What was the elevator called 1 the cage? 

JB: yah. The cages go up and down. 

BM: Were they done by manual pulling or . ,. 

JB : They had an electric hoist on top, Hoist or steam, One or the other, 

BM: And what was the power source for this? 

JB : Gee, I couldn't tell you that. It was pretty powerful. 

~1: Did they use electricity or did they use coal? 

JB: Well, one time they used coal and finally they bad electricity, 

They used to use their own coal . They had their own boilers there for 

steam, you know. 

BM: What met hod would you use to find out when there was a gas build up in 

the mine? 

JB: We didn ' t have nothing to do with that, you see. The fire bosses they 



cared for safety. They would test for gas everytime 

BM: Did you have a fire boss on every level or? 

JB: A fire boss in every section. 

BM: What was the equipment for testing for gas? 

JB: Well, they had a safety lamp, like, what they called the safety lamp, 

the fire bosses. And how they did that, I don ' t know. The glass 

flame would be a different colour or something. 

EM: So it 110 
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JB: That's right . Yah. It was enclosed. That's why they called it a safety 

lamp. 

B\1: So, I guess, when theJfl.ame was really small that \\"'uld mean there 

was a lack of oxigyn. 

JB: When they first come in in the morning they ,.;auld fire a shot they would 

hold the lamp up for gas . If there was gas there, they wouldn ' t fire that 

shot . 

EM: When the flame was really small that would mean there was gas? 

JB: Something like that . Yes. 

BM: Well, did you always feel confident that the fire boss was doing his 

job? 

JB: Oh yah . 

BM: So, he was a very important person? 

JB: Oh yes. 

J}.f: Was he just an 611ployee or just another peson working? 

JB: He was just another person working for the company. 

BM: Was his job just standing there or did he do something else? 

JB: Oh, he had to go through an examination. He had to take a course, 

He had to read up on it , you know. . He had to pass tile test oefore he had 

the fire boss'ticket . 

1}.1: So, did he have to do anything besides that or did he alway~do examining 

or inspecting? 

JB: Especially, on the afternoon shift, that section , he was the boss of 

thatsection too. He looked after the miners and fired the shuts and 'ld see that 
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everything \vas rurming smoothly. 

BM: Somebody mentioned before that working in the coal mine around midnight 

was the most dangerous tjme? Had it somet hing to do with that there 

was more stress on it ... on the roof of the coal mine? 

JB: No, I don ' t think so, Not that I lmow of . When you were down the mine it was 

the same all the time. Not matter, if it was in the morning , the afternoon or 

,, the night. 

BM: Did you ever have any children? 

JB: Did I have any children? We have one daughter. 

J311.1: You never brought her down in the mine? 

~ ' JB:No.No .No . I jtrst to like the mines when I was in them but I wouldn't go 

back. I wouldn ' t go now. 

BM: When you worked in Reserve mine , did it go under the water? 

JB: Well, part of it did . Most went the other way. 

]311.1: Were you ever ... what did you call.. sort of a turmel or shaft 

that would radiate out from the main shaft? 

JB: They 're called levels? 

BM: There are levels . . Did you ever work in a level .. , 

JB: Levels or slopes 

BM: or slopes that went nnder the water? 

JB : Oh, yah, I worked under the water . 

BM: Working under the water, did you have any kind of feeling? 

JB: It never bothered 'ya . 

J311.1: I heard, that a lot of miners could hear the ships going over . 

JB: Ya, they say that. But I never heard them. They say they could hear 

pull out the gear many years ago. Indistinct. 

They used to . .hear them come - over hexe (Nanaimo harbour). Now, wether 

they did or not, I don't know. It don't sound possible to me because that 

shaft would be about , at least, 550 feet down. 

BM: Well , didn ' t that water ever come to the rock? 

JB: Oh, there was a certain amount of water but most of the places were dry. 
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B\f: It was salt water, was it? 

JB: Yes, yah.. I wouldn't say it was salt ,.,rater because I never .... 

BM: 

JB : Yah. It never bothered you. You never even give it a thought when we 

were down there. 

B\1: Was there a lot of water, or was it just sort of dripping? 

JB : Just dripping, that ' s all, mostly. 

EM: I forget the name of the one mine that was really bad for water. I can 1 t 

remember what mine that was . 

JB: Ntnnber 10? 

EM: I think so. There was one mine that really had a lot of water . 

JB: ··-( I 
I never worked there . 

EM: Also, getting back to bars, how ere the bars set up at that time? 

How was the inside like? 

JB: Oh, there was just bars and tables and chairs to sit down on. There was 

nothing on the floor. Mostly wooden floor in the old days. . Finally 1 they 

got around to putt in' the tile floor in and then now they've got carpet 

on the floor. It was old fashioned. It was ten cents a oeer. That's all 

they charged . Ten cents for a glass of beer . 

EM: You -would have been here , I guess during the time when they had the 

temperance law or whatever, when you were not allowed to have liquor 

or anything? 

JB: You mean prohibbiton. 

BM: Ya. Prohibition. How did Nanaimo get around that? 

JB : Well , I was too young to know too much about it, you know, I wasn't allowed 

in the bars then. The prohibition 'ld cane in .•.. the First World \\'ar, was 

that at 1919? 

EM: Yes, I believe so. 

JB: I think, prohibiton would come in in 1917. And it was about 1919 or 1920 

when they opened up again under government control, 

EM: I thought , it continued into the twenties .. Here it opened earlier then. 

JB: Well, it might have been in 1920. But I wasn't allowed to go in there, 
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BM: Was there a lot of boot legging and things like t hat? 

JB: Well, that , I wouldn ' t be able to tell you neither . There was boot leggin' 

all right . But to what extent , I wouldn ' t know . Like I said , I was t oo 

young to drink . ButwSrank some of it, even so we was young . 

EM; Was church an important part of everybodies life? 

Did everyone go to church on Sunday, or . .. 

JB: Not everyone. You only went to church when you wanted to . 

' 
BM: So , it wasn't the most important thing, it was just sort of like, you know, 

you were a Christian and you went to church when you had time. 

JB: When you felt like going to church , you \vent . Nobcxly bothered ya. 

H-1: So , it wasn't , like, you know, the most important part of the canrnuni ty. 

Some community are very strikt, everyone goes to church. 

Was there a lot of churches in Nanaimo? 

JB: There was three churches. 

BM: 'What do you remember about other ethnic groups in Nanaimo? 

I believe, at one time ther was a lot fo Finnish people here? 

JB: Oh yes . Finnish people. My wife is a Finnish person. In Chase River , 

there \vas a Finnish section out there. 

VB: Nothing but Finns. 

JB: Lots of Finns. There \vas quite a few Finns here. Oh, they 'ld come out as 

miners and loggers, just like Swedes and Norwegians come out . 

VB: Finn.s . . . Slaves. 

JB : Oh ya . Slavish people too . 

BM: Would they be Croatians? 

JB: Ya . 

EM: I heard, at one time , they brought out theFinns as strike breakers 

because they didn ' t understand English. They thought they could use them against 

it , and in the end it back fired against them . 

JB : They brought a bunch of English people here too .. At one time, Oh ya. 

Welsh people. They didn ' t know. They were comin ' here and they had to 

go workin ' in the mine and they didn ' t know that there was a strike on, They 

didn ' t know that they had to do something. Ya. Some who went to work and 

some who didn ' t. 
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1Jv1: When did the union s t ar t to get in as a recognized r epresentative 

body. Did you know the year . 

JB: No, I don ' t . I was out of the mine , and I don ' t renember . 

BM: So , it would have been ... 

JB: George Brice would be the one to tell you about it . He was the secr etary 

for the miners . 

BM: And when you quit the mines in 34, you stayed in Nana:i.rno for the rest . ... 

JB: Yes , t hat ' s right. 

BM: What other things did you do when you left the mine? 

JB: I was tendin ' bar . 

BM: Did you ever manage the place? 

JE: Oh yes , I mmed it . 

BM: You owned it . When did you sell it . 

JB : 15 years ago . Talking overlapping 

B\1: I was in there before Xmas and two people from Alberta took it over, 

JE : That ' s right . 

B\1 Do you have any memeries.s about that place? 

JB: Lots of memories. 

BM: \~t kind of memories that you could tell? 

JB: You knmv, when you wor k in a beer parlour 1 you meet lots of people , 

MOstly good people , once in a while you' l d meet somebody you didn1 like. 

Not t oo often. MOst of the people ar e nice. 

BM: So, I guess , it was an e)oyable occupation? 

17, ~- J JB: It was nice as long as I \vas in it . But I'm sure 

B\1: Would you say that Nanairno during the coal mining era was sort of 

a boom town? 

JB: Oh, Nanairno was a good town. 

B\1: Would you say it was clean? Like there is conflicting reports that it says 

that there is a lot coal dust and that it was a very dirty town , and then 

other peopl e would say, " the cleanest coal town in the whole entire Britsh 

Empire'. 
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JB: Oh, it wasn't too bad of a place. In a coal mining town, there is always 

a little dirt, you know. Anyways when I was there, we didn 't have ... 

we didn't have always cement side walks, you know. At one tline , this town 

has all wooden side walks - dirt roads. 

~1; Do you remember when Nanairno had been wooden side walks and muddy streets? 

BM: No . I don't. 

Talking overlapping 
I) 

JB: I remember the wooden silde walks in Cumberland and the gravel streets -

dirt streets. 

~1: Do you remember any holidays in your mine, maybe the Mayday Parade or 

something like that? 

JB: It was always the 24th of :May Parade. I remember that. That was the 

only time when they had parades. 

BN: I heard in Nanairno, in addition to the 24th of Nay Parade they 

also celebrated the 1st of :t-1ay instead of Labour Day . 

JB: Well , that was Labour Day , yah. We called it Labour Day, :May 1st. 

~t: So, was that bigger than the 24th of Nay. 

JB : I don't think so. No, no, it was just a day, that's all, We called it 

Labour Day, ~1ay the 1st, 

~1: So, did they, sometimes, I heard , they had parades too, also, 

JB : Well, there wasn't much of a parade. A few of the miners. 

~1: So, the 24th of May :. ~ ... , 

Can you maybe describe exactly what would happen on a day like that? On the 

average, you know? 

JB: Well , it was a big celebration and the bars 
1 1 y . ' . 

but there wasn't many cars around in that days . 

.B.\1: Do you remember the parades. What were they like? 

JB: Oh, there were good parades. 

~1: Were they long? 

JB: Yes, they had a good parade here on 24th of ~~y. All the loggefS (lodges) 

took part in it. They all put floats in and all the companies, 

~1 : What kind of activities would happen after the parade , you know, for 

children and adults? 
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JB: Ya, they had good sport in those days. 

~1: Did you play sport s, have sport down here on the Green where 

Safeway now is? 

JB: Yes, they use to have the swimming 

of ~~laspina, here. 

sports right out in frent __ .: 

BM; What kind of swimming sports? Just swinuning? 

JB: Swirrnning and claiming. 

~1: And did they ever have - take the Indian take part too? 

JB: Ya. They had their own Indian kanu raises . 

~1 : Did they use to hold that over here before they - lvhen did they 

JB: You mean the potlaches? 

BM: No, I heard they once used to hold kanu raises. 

TALKING OVERLAPPING. 

So, it was just at the ~~laspina Hotel then. 

JB : That was all filled in with rock from the mine, 

BM: When was that filled in? 

JB: When was it filled in? 

BM: Ya. 

JB: Before we came here . I remember the train used to go~ they was still 

fillin' in when we come here, 1923. 

BM: Was there a bridge there? 

JB : Ya, there was . Where the light is , ya . 

BM In ' 3 7 . . So you would have been here. 

JB: Oh, yes. But they had a wooden bridge on befortc that. They always had 

a bridge as far as I know. 

~t: Building that concret bridge 

JB: It was a big job in '37 , ya. 

BM: Did the light used to work on it, do you know? 

\.;as modern 

JB: They used to have lights on it, ya. I don't know if they were 

electric lamps or oil lamps, I couldn't tell you. 

BM: Was there a lot of cars? 

JB: Not too many cars. 

~1: Did they ever use the train for transporting coal, you know 1 like 

for longer distances? Or did they just - in Ct.unberland I thinl< it was 

the Union Bay, or did they just load it on the ship? 



/27 

JB: They loaded i t on ships or scows . 

BM: Did you ever know where all that coal was going to? 

JB: Oh, well , it mostly went down the States , Frisco, San Francisco mostly. 

~1: Did you ever travel away from Nanaimo? Did you ever go to the States? 

JB: Oh, yes , I went to the States, ya . 

~1: But not in your coal minfug days? 

JB : Oh , we just went for a holiday in Frisco in 1925 . 

~1 : Well , is there anything else you can remanber, like any old, old stories 

that you can tell that you think would b~eally important? 

JB : No, I can 1 t think of anything more. Not right now. After you leave 1 I 111 

think of lots of things . 

BM: Can you think of any funny stories that happened in the mines, 

having an accident or stuff like that is not tragic but 

humorous? 

JB : No , I can 1 t think of anything like now • 

.BM: Was your mother from Nova Scotia too? 

JB: Ya . Well she come out her from Nova Scotia, She used to come from 

the old country originally. 

~1: She came from ... 

JB: Scotland . 

~1: Both your parents came from Scotland then. Were they coal miners in 

Scotland too? 

JB : My dad was , yes . 

g.I: And was his father a coal miner? 

JB: Yes, he was . 

.BM: So , it was sort of, you know . , , 

JB: Family tradition. When your father worked in the mine you thought you had 

to work in the mine t oo. That was it . 

.BM: So, it was sort of, you know, like . . . the only thing to do. nid they 

come to Canada just for ... to work in the coal mines or? 

JB : Well , that 1 s what they came out here for . ya. 
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They'd bettered themself, coming out here. You see, there was twelve in my 

dad's family, and most of them had to work in the mines . They had to go to 

work when they reached a certain age . One man's pay wouldn ' t keep them all . 

~1 : Did you have twelfe brothers and sisters then? 

JB: No, not me. There were only three in our family. Brothers and sisters . 

(That was) my dad's family, you see. 

EM: Oh, that was the large one. 

JB; Ya. 

EM: Exactly, in Nana:i.mo, just given sort of a rundown, exactly where 

you lived, sort of, you know, did you move around a lot or were you 

fairly stationary when you lived in Nanaimo? 

JB: No. When we first came here we lived on Haliburton Street. We moved from 

Haliburton Street to Selby Street, from Selby to Milton and from Nliltion 

to the Globe Hotel. 

BM: So, you lived in the Hotel itself? 

JB: We lived right there, ya. 

~1 : Was the Globe Hotel as it is today, sort of 1 like they rent the rooms 

out as apartments more like th.at. Was that sort of a hotel Hotel. 

JB That was all rooms .. . 

EM: Yes, and people would come in and stay. 

JB: That's right. 

EM; Was it always considered a good hotel to stay in? 

JB: Oh, yes, ya. 

EM: It still looks like it is a good hotel 1 good condition. 

JB: They have chinin' it all around, They've put suites in there, 

~1: The Globe Hotel is today considered a historic landmark, is it? 

VB: Yes. 

EM: They cannot tear it do\vn now. It will be protected bh the Historic Society, 

JB: Well, I don't know about that. 

~1: Do you remember in what year it was built? 

JB : 1887. 

BM: That's fairly old. 

JB: It was added on. This end, the cement end, in 1936. The dates are on the 

building 
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PN: Well , i t's about 93 years old. or something like that. 

JB: Ya . It ' s one of the oldest buildings in Nanaimo , the Globe Hotel . Originally, 

when it was built , the Free Press printed the paper in there. 

BM: So, thank you for doing this interview. I 'm sure , it's a big help and 

JB: Nice to know you too. 

~: thank you very much. 




