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Malaspina University College - A View from the Depths 

Entrepreneurial 
Spirit Lives Onl 
PROGRAM APPROVAL PROCESS TO BE REFORMED 

In light of a recen t policy decision by the 
Ministry, MUC will be introducing an 
innovative user-pay system for the 
approval of new program proposals, PM 
has learned. 

Speaking on condition of anonymity, a 
Vice-President of Instruction and 
Research revealed that in fu ture all 
proposals submitted to the province for 
approval will be subjec t to a fee o f $3500. 

"The Assistant D eputy Minister has 
informed us that we should not be too 
alarmed abou t this developmen t," he said. 
"For one thing, we have been told we are 
getting a bargain-basement, short-term, 
limited o ffer: it seems the standard service 
charge is twice the price." 

Although the Minister herself was not 
available for comment, sources argued 
that the measure was long overdue as a 
means o f reducing the large number of 
frivolous applications made in recent 
years. "Although as ye t there is no 
defini te intention on the part of the 
government to revisit approvals given 
under pas t regimes," said one, "eyebrows 
have been raised at the existence of 
degrees in social work, health care and 
education - all sunset industries in this 
province. " 

However, all is not doom and gloom. T he 
Administration at MUC, far from being 
put off by the extra cos t, is grasping the 
nettle by the horns, and has devised a 
sophisticated sys tem which applies the 
same philosophy and approach to its own 
internal processes . 

Under tl1e new system , the cos t of the 
proposal-processing charge will simply be 
downloaded to the departments making 
application for any kind o f new-fangled 
program . In turn, departments can collect 
fees from those of their members who 
develop or support such a proposal. 

T his significant boost to departmental 
autonomy will o ffer incentives to those 
departments which re fuse to jeopardise 
the excellence o f their exis ting activity in 
the vain pursuit of un tried pipe-dream s. 

A further enhancement of the sys tem is 
the implementation o f an 18% value
added tax, payable to General Services, at 
each stage o f the charging process. T his 
means that, between them , individual 
facul ty who persist in supporting the 
unwarranted deviation from past practice 
will have to put up $5205.24, o f which 
$4268.30 will be retained by the 
department for submission to MUC 
Head O ffice. After a second application 
of VAT, there will be $3500 left to be 
remitted to the Ministry as a meagre 
recompense for the distraction of its 
dwindling workforce from far more 
important duties. 

As to the use of the tax revenues from 
this bold, striking and entrepreneurially 
muscular scheme, sources sugges t that 
they will be directed towards a number o f 
diverse initiatives within MUC, including 
time release for Liberal Studies facul ty, 
Liberal Studies Abroad, the Alexandro 
Malaspina Research Centre and Plainly 
Malaspina. Asked to justify this decision, 
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