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Malaspina Un iversity College - A View from the Depths 

Black Positions Self for 
Eventual Deanship 
EXCLUSIVE: THE STORY BEHIND THE HAIRCUT 

In a shocking move, John Black o( the 
Liberal Studies Department has 
returned from the summer vacation 
without the pony -tail which has long 
served to identify him around campus. 

In this exclusive interview, Black reveals 
the reasons behind this stunning 
development. 

PM : John, the halls are resounding with 
speculation about your recent haircut: 
why did you take this alarming step? 

JB: It's really very simple, nothing to do 
with the heat or with a sudden fear of 
being out-of-date . The fact is I need to 
boost my pension, and the best way to 
do that is to become a Dean . 

Before 

PM : But no Deanships are 'vacant at the 
moment ... 

JB: Oh, sure! I'm quite happy to wait 
until I hit 60 . First, though, I have to 
build up my credibility as bona fide 
administrative material ; hence the 
haircut. 

PM : Is that the only change you have 
considered? 

JB: Indeed, no. This is a total lifestyle 
thing : hair, clothes, after-shave ... I 
may even take up wine-tasting. 

PM: Was there any particular faculty 
you had in mind for your Deanship? 

JB: Well , no: as an interdisciplinarian I 
think I could fit into any faculty at all. 

PM: Have you had any indication from 
the Administration that you would be 
suitable for such a position? 

JB: These are very early days ; I can 
quite understand the Administration not 
wishing to declare its hand at this point 
in time. They have known for some 
while that I stand ready to serve . 

PM : Presumably you have a grand 
vision for the future of Malaspina. 

After • 

JB: No: it may be that where the rubber 
hits the road one's hands could be tied 
by an inflexible devotion to an untested 
idea . Far better to get the lie of the land 
and let the chips fall where they may. 

PM : Suppose you become a Dean but 
perform unsatisfactorily - what then? 

JB: In that case the improvement in my 
pension might be curtailed, but I could 
try to negotiate a severance package , 
secure secondment to the Ministry or be 
hired back as a consultant - whichever 
way it goes, I stand to come out on top! 

. •• continued p. 94 


