
1!g,., 

> ' ~ lit~ra~s~aring , 
II! VoraCIous bullfrogs 

$63,000 NSERC 

Bill Pe'Qnell's award .. ~ . .. ....• Page 4 

~ Whipps' new Horizons 
Charnetski returns 
Geography update .......... Page 6 

~ Malaspina People cont'd 
ABE builds bridges 
3 fun~raising projects 
Cream of the crop ........... Page 8 

CANADA POSTES 

POST CANADA 

Postage paid Port pay. 

#01938967 

Mal-U graduate earns $63,000 NSERC 
scholarship 
Six years ago, Catherine Young 
was a stay-at-home mom raising 
three small children. She 
enrolled in part-time classes at 
Malaspina University-College, and 
juggled post-secondary studies 
with the demands of mother
hood. Young had no idea where 
her future would lead. 

Today, this 40-year-old 
Ladysmith resident is a PhD can
didate who has received a presti
gious federal scholarship worth 
$63,000 from the Natural 
Sciences and Engineering 
Research Council (NSERC). She 
conducts scientific research at 
the Pacific Biological Station in 
Nanaimo where she studies a 
deadly parasite affecting Chinook 
salmon, and is currently teaching 
a first year Biology course at 
Malaspina. 

"Catherine Young's success 
illustrates what people can 
accompIisb at Malaspina 

ni ersity- 0 ege," said bio ogy 
professor Dr. Allan Gibson, 
Young's fourth year faculty advi
sor. "She was a mature student 

Malaspina grad Catherine Young of Ladysmith is 
heading down the academic high road after 
receiving a $63,000 scholarship from the Natural 
Sciences and Engineering Research Council 
(NSER . Young is currentl a PhD can . 
Mit df' 
at the Pacific Biological Station in Nanaimo 
where she studies a parasite affecting Chinook 
salmon. She also teaches a first year Biology 
course at Malaspina. 

Like mother, like daughter 
... pursuing a career in trades 
It's not surprising 
that Deena Harding 
is pursuing a career 
traditionally domi
nated by men. She 
was influenced by a 
strong role model -
her mother, who 
enjoyed a long and 
successful career as 
a plumber. 

Inspired by her 
mother, Deena is 
also pursuing a 
career in trades -
she's enrolled in the 
seven month welding 
program at 
Malaspina University
College's Nanaimo 

(left to right) Kim Burton, Heather Calwell and Deena 
Harding are pursuing careers in welding. Malaspina is 
involved in a new initiative called T3 Trades & Technology 
to encourage parents, teachers, counselors and the media 
to promote careers in trades and technology amongst 
young people. (See story page 5.) 

campus. 
"Not many females typically enroll in the program," said coordinator Shuji Tabata. 

"Out of 60 students this semester, three are female. "Usually there's only one per semes-

ter." 

who returned to her post-secondary studies 
after a number of years of not working, and 
she excelled." 

Young's story is an inspiration for any
one thinking about returning to school, 
added biology professor Dr. Tim Goater. 

Originally from northern B.C., Young 
dropped out of college to get married and 
raise a family. She enrolled part-time at 
Malaspina in 1998 when her children were 
ages five, nine and 11. "I felt like I was 
returning to university with a grade school 
education," Young said. "It wasn't easy." 

Despite a marriage break-up, Young 
persevered with her studies. She enrolled in 
full-time classes, finding her niche in biolo
gy. Young graduated in 2002 with a degree, 
and was named the department's most out
standing student. 

Young's academic success blossomed 
during her fourth year independent 
research course called Biology 491. "The 
course is a requirement for all Mal-U 
undergraduate science students," she 
explained. -

that infects Atlantic son. 'ThanJiS to con
nections between MaJaspiI13 professors and 

continued page 4 

Malaspina 
launches three 
major fundraising 
initiatives 
International Centre for 
Sturgeon Studies 
Malaspina University-College has 
secured more than half of the funds 
needed to build a $4.6 million 
International Centre for Sturgeon 
Studies on the Nanaimo campus, and is 
now fundraising for the balance. 

With commitments of $1 .6-million 
each from the B.C. Knowledge 
Development Fund (BCKDF) and the 
Canada Foundation for Innovation (CFI), 
Malaspina is trying to raise a minimum 
of $800,000 for the new Centre. 

\ 

Tabata said more young women - and men - should be encouraged to pursue careers 
in trades like welding because "there are plenty of good paying jobs to go around. Almost 
everyone enrolled in the welding program finds jobs," said Tabata. "We have Malaspina 

continued page 3 

"We're extremely grateful to the 
BCKDF and to the CFI for supporting 
this important initiative," said 
Malaspina President Rich Johnston. "We 
have assembled a fund raising team, led 
by Signy Madden, Senior Development 
Officer of the Malaspina Foundation 
and Dr. Dick Beamish, the senior scien
tist at the Pacific Biological Station, and 
the Malaspina Research Office, to 

continued page 8 

Nanaimo Campus 
900 Fifth Street 
Nanaimo, BC V9R 5S5 
(250) 753·3245 

Cowichan Campus 
222 Cowichan Way 
Duncan, BC V9L 6P4 
(250) 746·3500 

Parksvilleoaualicum Centre 
100 Jensen Avenue East 
Parksville, BC V9P 2G3 
(250) 248·2096 ;' 

Powell River Campus 
3960 Selkirk Avenue 
Powell River, BC V8A 3C6 
(604) 485·2878 



Mal-U's ';'lirst annuaf'Dlscovery 
of Wellness huge success 
The turnout was good for the Recreational Sports and Ufestyle Activities 
departmenfs first annual Discovery of Well ness day on Saturday, January 
29 at the Nanaimocilmpus. 

The day-long event included free seminars and classes, and an evening 
talk by four-time -" pian Silken Laumann, one of da's mOSl inspira-
tlonalleaders. La ,n ~poke about the pursuit of lencein our daily 
lives. /. '.~ ',.".'.' 

"The purpose of this event was to educate, inspire and encourage par-
ticipants to lead a more balanced lifestyle and reduc~ .the risk of long-term 
disease," said Noreen Ortilla, Malaspina's Recreational Sports and Ufestyle 
Activities technician. " 

Seminars taught by local naturopaths, coaches, university'"<ollege pro
fessors, personal trainers, dieticians and rehabilitatioRspecialists covered 
topics including the healing power of foods, stressre'-~ase techniques, time 
"lanagement and relaxation. Participants tried free c" " iQ,yoga, Pilates, 
beUy dancing. ~ft~i 1I1'1q IfiQre. 

Several MatasJiiria~departments - including S( 

Assisting, joined local businesses in setting up exhib' the event to 
demonstrate the impOrtance of living a balanced lifestyle. 

Mariners Men's & Women's 
Volleyball win season peners 
The Malaspina Ma11l,er(women/s volleyball team " ernselves a great 
Christmas present,by wiiming their own season open t, the Malaspina 
Christmas Classic held in the gym December 28 to 30. - . 

The women's team met and defeated Douglas College and Bois-de
Boulogne on the way to the semi-finals where they defeated the Capilano 
College Blues in four games. In the final match, the Mis met the Douglas 
College Royals and won 25-12, 28-26, 25-17 to capture the tournament 
title. 

Mariner player)ohanna Saunders was named · 
valuable player, a "" ammate Richelle 
all~star team ho 

The following ....... ercl; the'Mariners men's 
a great 2005 by h:osting'and winning the 'lVldl ,d~UII 
Tournament wit11 ctpeITect 5-0 series to take the 

Message from the v.P. of Instruction 
& Research Dr. David Thomas 
Education Plan 
In my allotted word count, I 
want to highlight three things. 
Firstly, the Education Plan, pre
sented to, and passed by, the 
Board at its last meeting. The 
printed report will be distributed 
in the near future. The Plan is 
not grandiose: it is pragmatic. It 
makes a clear commitment to 
sustainable growth, to manage
able but important changes, and 
to consolidation as well as 
enhancement. It is not revolu
tionary, it is evolutionary. Even 
so, within its recommendations 
there lie opportunities for signif
icant change if we so choose. 

For example, the issues surrounding degree 
"distribution requirements" and the ways in which 
we can ensure that research and teaching are com
plementary, will be the subject of further focused 
debate, as will a number of other key recommenda
tions. If we are able to make substantial, rapid, and 
sustainable progress on all seven goals - and I 
believe that we can - we will have gone a long way 
towards addressing the concerns we heard 
expressed in the fourteen forums held across the 
institution. An Education Plan cannot satisfy every
one, but we hope that it is received as a set of goals 
and recommendations that both reaffinns certain 
key Malaspina values (values that were stressed 
repeatedly) and which builds upon our existing 
strengths. 

I want to thank all those who were involved in 
the Education Plan's development, and I particularly 
want to recognize the contribution made by the 
Chair of Education Council, Virginia MacCarthy. 

New Library 
Secondly, I want to mention the new library. I 

know that my feelings of pleasure and pride in what 

has been created are widely 
shared. I think it is important to 
remember what an extraordinary 
effort the library's (re)creation 
has taken on the part of so many 
people. Shiv Garyali and his team 
have created the kind of space 
that Pat lloyd and I had in mind 
when we first approached the 
Executive with the idea that the 
new library should be at the 
heart of our next fundraising 
campaign. I only wish that Pat 
were here to see it. I also want to 
thank and recognize two people, 
now retired, who played an 
essential role in the planning 

process: Rod Church and Catherine Whitely. 

Goals 
Thirdly, I want to mention some of my own goals 

for the balance of this academic year, which really 
means those things which need to be completed or 
well-established by July, a short five months from 
now. Of the ten goals I set, I will mention three: 
working with Dr. Bill Pennell, faculty, Deans, and the 
Research office to help create the goals and struc
ture for the Institute for Coast Research; assisting 
with and participating in, the fundraising needed for 
the Sturgeon Centre and the two B.C. Leading Edge 
Chairs; working with Nancy Randall and the schol
ars-in-residence as we put in place the new Centre 
for Teaching and Learning, and enhance and expand 
its activities. These three projects are the sort of 
things that make a VPIR's job a pleasure. 

In summary, it's going to be a very busy five 
months, and an equally busy fall term 2005. Our 
jobs keep growing because the institution is grow
ing. Thank you one and all for your efforts in mak
ing Malaspina University-College a great place to 
learn, teach, and work. 

Malaspina receives exciting new 
fossil collection 
M alaspina University-College 

has received an 80-million
year-old fossil collection from the 
Victoria Paleontology Society. The 
donation comprises approximately 
1,150 specimens collected from 
the Duke Point highway rock cut 
adjacent to the Cranberry Arms 
pub in Cedar. 

The collection includes ferns, 
gymnosperms (such as conifers) , 
palms, flowers, seeds, nuts and a 
wide variety of leaves from flower
ing plants. 

The collection will be housed 
in Malaspina's Museum of Natural 
History in building 370. It comple
ments some existing material 

(Left to right) David Drakeford, Maggie McColl, A llan Hawryzki, 
and Steven Earle receive a donation of f ossil specimens from the 
Victoria Paleontology Society represented by Thor Henrich 
(centre). 

already housed in the museum, collected from the 
same location, including a two-metre wide palm-leaf 
specimen soon to be on display outside of the 
Geology department. . 

"Apart from their value for teaching and display, 
these fossils have great significance to our under
standing of the geological history of Vancouver 
Island," said geologist Dr. Steven Earle. "Some of the 
leaf samples in the collection have already been used 
for a University of Victoria research project (soon to 
be published by the Geological Association of 
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Canada) into the climate of Vancouver Island during 
the late Cretaceous period. There is the potential for 
much more research to be carried out in such fields 
as palaeobotany, palaeoecology, plate tectonics and 
sedimentary geology." 

The museum is currently seeking external fund
ing to support cataloguing and preparation of the 
samples so that they can be made accessible· to 

f 

researchers and educators from Malaspina and 
other institutions and to the general public in muse
um exhibits. 



Students, faculty begin unique project 
in Costa Rica 

Dr. Dave Robinson and Darrel Mansbridge, both 
from Recreation and Tourism Management, 

have received $4,500 from the Malaspina Research 
Fund for a unique research project in rural Costa 
Rica. 

This spring, Robinson, Mansbridge, Jim 
Kettlesen (Student Services) and Dr. Catherine 
Schittecatte (Global Studies) and five students will 
travel to Santa Maria del Dota, a small rural commu
nity southeast of the capital city of San Jose, where 
the main industries are coffee farming and ranching. 
Their goal is to continue efforts to create a commu
nity-university research alliance between Malaspina 
and Santa Maria del Dota and establish co-operative 
education and internship opportunities for Mal-U 
students. 

"The community struggles with the challenge of 
'rural poverty' and related social and economic 
issues," explained Robinson. Local community lead
ers and activiSts, looking to create economic and 
social change within their community, are trying to 
develop community driven ecotourism initiatives 
with emphasis on agricultural tourism and intercul
tural-based tourism initiatives. 

"The team plans to develop small scale home
stay eco-tourism bUSinesses, which will include 
package tours for alternative tourists and smart trav
elers," Robinson said. "This could include multi
day rainforest interpretive hikes, Spanish language 
acquiSition, agricultural tourism experiences and 
more." 

A major long term challenge of the project is to 
extend the existing Fair Trade coffee model to a 
"from the farm to the table" model so the communi
ty profits much more from their coffee farming 
endeavours as opposed to the corporate companies 
who currently dOminate the farming in most of 
Costa Rica, said Robinson. 

Four tourism and recreation students w1H begin 
a three-month cooperative education placement in 
Costa Rica starting on May 1. Three more students 
will follow in September, plus three more in January 
2006. "This will continue," said Robinson. He added 
that the group hopes to have 300 kilos of Santa 
Maria organic (grown in the shade) coffee in 
Canada within the month, and to begin selling the 
coffee as a fundraiser for the student co-op place
ments and the Santa Maria community. 

Dr. Dave Robinson 

"Our goal is to help the community come up 
with practical solutions to address specific commu
nity issues, one of which is poverty caused by the 
dominant corporate coffee model followed down 
there," said Robinson. 

"This kind of collaborative research alliance 
focuses on planning and policy development for 
rural agricultural communities in economic transi
tion, and seeks to help fill the tourism planning gap 
that exists in most rural communities around the 
world. Our experience is that such an alliance has 
the power to change people's lives." 

The summer cooperative education project is 
phase two of an initiative Robinson began last year 
when he took a group of 20 Malaspina students to 
Costa Rica on an I8-day field school. Robinson said 
the project fits in nicely to Mal-U's plan to create a 
Rural Tourism Research Chair within the 
Department of Recreation and Tourism 
Management. 

He added that the project is similar to the exist
ing Ucluelet-Malaspina Research Alliance, where 
Malaspina helped the rural community of Ucluelet 
build community capacity for economic transition 
and development. 

"This initiative in Costa Rica extends our applied 
research into the international arena," he said. 

Like mother, like daughter 
... pursuing a career in trades 
... continued from page 1 
graduates all over the world, working in shipyards, 
manufacturing plants, repair and maintenance shops 
and elsewhere." 

Tabata said welding is a "basic trade." Whether 
you work as a heavy duty mechanic, boilermaker, 
millwright, pipefitter or automotive mechanic, or as 
a carpenter, welding is a valuable and essential skill, 
he said. 

Harding, who graduates from the program in 
April 2005, is working towards her Level B welding 
ticket, while classmates, Heather Calwell and Kim 
Burton, are working towards their Level C certifi
cates. 

"I chose welding because I really enjoyed metal 
work in high school," said Burton, who grew up in 
Cowichan. 

"My dad was proud of the projects I made in 
class. He constantly told one of his friends about me, 
a friend who happened to own a bridge building 
company in Duncan. The friend promised me a job 
if I completed Malaspina's welding program, and 
that's a big reason why I'm here." 

Harding also enjoyed shop classes in high 
school; although she focused on mechanics. She 
said her mother - who worked as a plumber - had 
the biggest influence on her decision to pursue a 
trade. 

"When I was about eight years old, I went to a 
career fair with my mom at a post-secondary institu
tion, and a photograph was taken of my mom show
ing me how to light a blow torch," said Harding. 
"When I think about that photo, I guess becoming a 
welder was meant to be. I love working with my 
hands and can't see myself doing anything else." 

Burton's career choice was heavily influenced by 
her father and high school friends. 

"I've been surrounded by men my whole life," 
said Burton. "I didn't have a mother growing up and 
most of my friends were males. That influenced me 
to go into a trade," she said. "I've wanted to do this 
for as long as I can remember." 

Burton, selected by her peers as class president, 
has no qualms about taking a strong leadership role 
in a trade typically dominated by males. 

"I'm very impressed with the young women who 
have chosen to be enrolled in Trades and 
Technology this semester at Malaspina," said Fred 
MacDonald, Dean of Trades and Applied Technology. 

"They are confident, outgoing and focused on 
their studies, and they are a real asset to our student 
body. Hopefully more young women will think seri
ously about pursuing a trade. There's no reason in 
the world why they can't." 
Editor's Note: See related story on page 5. 
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The Model United Nations conference is organized annually by the 
International Relations Student Association of UBC. The event brings 
together 300 high school and post-secondary students from Western 
Canada and the United States who join committees replicating various 
United Nations multilateral forums where di~ ~ a ~ of 
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Assembly Disarmament and International Security Committee, General 
Assembly Sodal, Humanitarian, and Cultural Committee, North Atlantic 
Council, European Union Summit, United States National Security Council, 
International Criminal Court. 

MlK students represented Germa~ Cuba. Angola. RnIand. 8razi~ 
Mauritius. and Haiti. 1Wo student delegates repranted tbe Non 
GoVernmental ~on - Human Rights watch. . 'i' 

'i'. 
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Mal students , y 
I'voraciousi

' American bullfrogs 
American bullfrogs, a major pest threatening Vancouver lsI~nd'shiodiversi
ty, are helping biology students learn about science. In November, first year 
students dissected bullfrogs culled from local marshes and lakes. "This is 
how we train future doctors, nurses, pharmacists and biologists in anato
my, H explained biology, professor Allan Hawryzki. M~r~spina students have 
compiled five years worth of data about the American bullfrog's anatomy, 
diet and parasites. m{datais part of a long-term study to address impor
tant ecological questions about American bullfrogs. Fourth year biology 
students, Nadine Simpson and Niels Bjornson, also studied the American 
bullfrogs for their Biology 491 independent research course. Simpson, 
supervised by biology professor lim Goater, surveyed parasites found in the 
bullfrog's internal organs. Bjornson, supervised by Hawryzki and Malaspina 
biology professor Allan Gibson, studied the American bullfrog's genetic 
make-up using DNA technology. Both students said the hands..on research 
they gained at Malaspina will be beneficial when they, applY,to graduate 
school or seek, employ;nent. They pubfidy presenttfier~ul~ of their " 
research at Malaspina'On Match 22. See the Malasp!~a"QjarY for'more 
information. " ' 

Nadine SImpson, Niels Bjornson and bullfrogs. 

Mal-U graduate earns $63,000 NSERC 
scholarship ... continued from page 1 

Nanaimo's Pacific Biological Station, Young worked 
closely on the project with scientist Dr. Simon Jones. 

"Dr. Jones was so impressed with Catherine's 
research skills and abilities that he helped her 
secure a position in graduate school at the University 
of Victoria," said Gibson. "This is the first time 
where a Malaspina science student has entered grad
uate school directly as a result of his or her Biology 
491 project." 

Thanks to her high marks, strong references, 
and research experience, Young began work on her 
master's degree a year-and-a-half ago. Jones, her 
graduate school supervisor, encouraged her to apply 
for the highly competitive NSERC scholarship. Young 
learned in September that she will receive $63,000 
over three years, and that UVic awarded her special 
permission to skip straight into the PhD program. 

'I'm thrilled,' said Young. "I directly attribute my 
academic success to the research experience I 
gained at Malaspina, and to the incredible support I 
received from my Mal-U professors and Dr. Jones at 
the PBS." 

Young commutes to classes at UVic, but also 
works in the Parasitology Fish Health section of the 
Pacific Biological Station. "It's a hectic schedule, but 
I feel fortunate that I can conduct my research local
ly," she said. "It allows me to live at home in 
Ladysmith and still be there for my children (now 
11, 14 and 16)." 

Young's current research is an investigation of 
the immune functions in Chinook salmon in 
response to infection with a parasite called lorna 
salmonae. "It's a natural progression from tlle work 
I started at Malaspina," she explained. 

"I vaccinated Chinook salmon with dead spores 
from the parasite, and later I'll expose the fish to liv
ing spores to see if they've developed any resistance 
to disease. The ultimate goal is to find a vaccine for 
lorna salmonae because it forms cysts in fish gills. It 
can be fatal for any Pacific salmon species. It's cer
tainly not glamorous work, but I just love what I'm 
doing," she added. 

Young's study is part of a larger research project 
in collaboration with a group of scientists at the 
University of Prince Edward Island. 

Dr. Bill Pennell receives Outstanding 
Service Award 

D r. Bill Pennell 
received 

Malaspina's Outstanding 
Service Award at 
Malaspina's fall convo
cation ceremony. 

The award recog
nizes Pennell's 23-years 
of service and outstand
ing contribution as pro
fessor in the Fisheries & 
Aquaculture depart
ment. Pennell is 
described by his col
leagues as a highly 
respected professor, 
teacher, mentor, and 

Bill Pennell, Don Hubbard and Rich Johnston. 

role model with a passion for his work and the insti
tution. 

"He's an internationally recognized researcher 
with over 30 scholarly publications and extensive 
involvement in provincial, national and international 
activities that bring distinction to Malaspina 
UniverSity-College," said Dr. David Thomas, 
Malaspina's Vice-President of Instruction and 
Research. 

In his 23 years' service to Malaspina, Pennell 
assisted in the transition from college to university
college, and continues to assist with the current 
endeavour to achieve comprehensive, regional uni
versity status. 

In 2003, Pennell received an Honorary Lifetime 
Achievement Award from the Aquaculture 
Association of Canada. 

"Bill Pennell's leadership has resulted in a 
strong link between Malaspina and the B.C. 
Aquaculture industry, effectively raising the profile of 
our institution," said Malaspina President Rich 
Johnston. 

Pennell was instrumental ~ . the development of 
the Fisheries & Aquaculture department and its tech
nical and Bachelor's degree programs, and influ
enced and promoted the development of the 
Resource Management Officer Training (RMOT) 
program at Malaspina in the mid-1980s. Today, 
Malaspina's Fisheries and Aquaculture department is 
internationally renowned, largely due to his efforts. 
Pennell also helped secure, along with other grants, 
$3.4-million for the newly opened Centre for 
Shellfish Research and Malaspina's research vessel. 

Dr. Pennell's research interests are diverse and 
include marine invertebrate husbandry and 
salmonid fish culture. He has received funds from 
numerous granting agencies for various projects 
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including the Social Sciences and Humanities 
Research Council, the Science Council of B.C. , 
Aquanet, Malaspina UniverSity-College, and B.C. 
Ministry of Education. 

Perhaps his most significant research contribu
tion was his role as chief editor and chapter author 
for the book Principles ofSalmonid Culture. 

Pennell's leadership and vision have also created 
vital partnerships between Malaspina and numerous 
institutions in B.C., including University of British 
Columbia, Vancouver Aquarium, Barnfield Marine 
Station, Pacific Biological Station and the University 
of Oregon. His leadership has extended to countries 
such as Thailand, Brazil and Ecuador, where he has 
helped develop aquaculture programs. 

Bill's contribution to student training and men
torship includes sharing his love of planktonic cope
pods by spending countless hours creating an inter
active, multimedia CD-ROM as an innovative teach
ing resource for his students. In addition to his 
classroom time, he has also supervised many stu
dents with their undergraduate and graduate 
research projects. 

"As a teacher, he has impacted hundreds of 
young lives," said biology professor Dr. Tim Goater, 
one of Pennell's friends and colleagues. "Bill is high
ly regarded not only as a visionary leader throughout 
the Malaspina community, but also an esteemed sci
entist and phenomenal teacher. His devotion to 
Malaspina is inspirational to all his colleagues and 
students." 

Dr. Chris Foote, Chair, Fisheries and Aquaculture 
department, said, "In Bill Pennell one finds the wis
dom, vision and accomplishment of an excellent 
professor. Combine this with his humility, love of life, 
an uproarious sense of humour and you have a per
son, professor and friend with few equals." 



Mal-U and EDG team up to 
promote trades and technology 

A new initiative is underway to encourage more 
young people to consider a career in trades. 

Malaspina University-College, working in part
nership with Nanaimo's Economic Development 
Group's (EDG) Human Resource Strategy 
Implementation Committee, received federal funding 
for phase one of a project called "T3 Think Trades 
and Technology." 

"T3 Think Trades and Technology seeks to raise 
awareness amongst those people who influence the 
career decisions of children and youth," said 
Kathleen Savory, a consultant hired by Malaspina to 
spearhead the project. "These influencers are pri
marily parents, teachers, counselors and the media. 

"Our goal is to raise awareness about trades and 
technology occupations, so the influencers can pro
vide timely, balanced and accurate information." 

Savory held a series of focus groups in 
December with parents, teachers, counselors and 
the media in the Nanaimo and Parksville communi
ties to gather opinions and ideas on how to best 
promote careers in trades and technology to young 
people. She also researched trades and technology 
promotion across Canada. 

"We know that Canadian children tend to select 
occupations they are familiar with," said Savory. 
"But there is a significant mismatch between the 
choices young people are making and the realities of 
the current and expected labour market - with 
trades and technology occupations in Canada going 
unfulfilled while young people select academic paths 
or opt out of further education after high school." 

The problem, said Savory, seems to be "a social 
stigma" around trades and technology. 

"Most parents in Canada and B.C. see trades as a 
second choice," she explained. "They want their 
kids to go to university and steer their kids toward 
academic programs. That's a great option, but it's 
not the only option for all kids. So the question 
becomes how do we change the stigma around 
choosing a trades or technological career path? How 

do we start parents, teachers and counselors and the 
media thinking about and promoting trades and 
technology vocations?" 

Savory said most Canadian provinces produce 
materials targeted directly at yOUtll, rather than try
ing to reach the key people - parents, teachers, 
counselors and the media - who often playa central 
role in influencing and encouraging young people's 
career choices. 

Savory's final report summarizing her findings 
will be submitted to Human Resources and Skills 
Development Canada by the end of January, with a 
request for additional funding for phase two of the 
project - developing specific materials aimed at par
ents, teachers, counselors and the media to help and 
encourage them to promote trades and technology 
careers to young people. 

"Some of our recommendations include devel
oping a website, information packages, and a hands
on career fair for parents and young children," said 
Savory. "Ideally these items would be produced with 
a corporate sponsor." 

Dennis Silvestrone, Dean of Adult & Continuing 
Education at Malaspina, said the institution is 
pleased to be working in partnership with EDG on 
the T3 Think Trades and Technology initiative. 

"EDG's purpose is to strengthen the economic 
prosperity of our region," said Silvestrone, who is a 
member of the group. "If we want to achieve social 
and economic growth for our region, we need to 
have a skilled and talented work force, including 
skilled trades and technical personnel, to work in 
key sectors such as advanced manufacturing and 
information technology. 

"To address these labour requirements, we need 
to provide more opportunities for young people to 
enter the trades and technical occupations. That 
includes heightening their awareness of the possibil
ities available. T3 Think Trades and Technology can 
help achieve that." 

Wendy Simms wins national cyclocross 
and goes to world championship 

For the second year run
ning, Malaspina Biology 

Technician Wendy Sinlms won 
tlle Canadian Cyclocross 
Championship. 

Tllis year's competition 
was held in New Brunswick 
on November 6, 2004. The 
win qualified Sinlms to com
pete at the World Cyclocross 
Championships in st. Wendel, 
Germany, on February 1, where she placed a 
respectable 12th out of a field of 43 of the world's 
best cyclocross competitors. 

The fact that Sinlms won tllis year's Canadian 
Cyclocross Championship demonstrates her determi
nation and strong drive to succeed. 

She almost didn't make the race. Last August, 
Sinlms was admitted to hospital with blood clots in 
her lungs due to a complication from a bike injury 
andlor car accident. "It was pretty serious," she 
recalled. "There were issues with the clots moving to 
my heart. I wasn't sure if I would race again." 

After a week in hospital, Sinlms could not train 
for another two weeks, but purchased an airline 
ticket to New Brunswick for the Canadian champi
onships. "It gave me a goal to look forward to," she 
said. 

Fortunately, the health issues were kept under 
control and Sinlms was able to resume training. "It 
was as much a mental challenge as a physical one," 
she said. 

_J)inlms was delighted with her first place finish in 
New Brunswick, and elated that she qualified for the 
world championships. Before the trip to Germany in 

February, Sinlms' friend, 
Malaspina biology professor 
Tinl Goater, initiated a 
fundraising campaign on her 
behalf. 

"Wendy's winning way has 
become a Malaspina event," 
said Goater. "Since her spon
sor funds are linlited, 
Malaspina employees rallied to 
support her by buying 'Help 

Send Wendy to Germany' raffle tickets. This support 
raised $1,205 for her trip." 

''I'd like to thank everyone at Malaspina who 
purchased raffle tickets, and especially my super fan, 
Tinl Goater, for all his support," said Sinlms. 

Sinlms, who began racing seven years ago on a 
dare from her brother, said the best part of the sport 
is getting the chance to visit international destina
tions. A highlight of her career was an eight-day 
staged race in Austria, Switzerland and Italy last year. 
"It was spectacular. I never would have visited all 
those small towns or met so many nice people if it 
wasn't for racing." 

You can read Wendy's first hand race report 
about the trip to st. Wendel, Germany by going to: 
www.canadiancyclist.com.Click on Worlds 
eyclocross 2005 Final Report and scrolling down to 
Wendy. 

Sinlms would also like to thank Rich Johnston, 
David Thomas, Patrick Ross, and David Drakeford 
who donated raffie prizes of Discovery Room lunch
es or dinners. Also thanks to Carol Tyre in the 
Bookstore who donated a gift certificate for Mal-U 
merchandise and Ted Gage who donated the raffle 
ticket printing costs. 
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Dr. Chris: Wliipp~' aw~rded 
_MU~C's first ' orj2oBs~ Award 

';~-:i ji;i 0." , .. . ,;:" 

Whipps ;;1s a stu- ' 
dent in the Biology 
department from 1993 , 
to 1997 . upo'h gradua- t 
tion he was awarded 
the Biology's 
Outstanding Student 
Award for his top 
grades and contribu
tions to the department 
and Malaspina. 

He worked as a 
"'" research technician at 

the Pacific Biological 
\\ Station for two years 

where he developed a 
passion for research on 
myxozoans, a fish para
site. His graduate stud
ies were funded by a 

NSERC scholarship and involved molecular biology and evolution of myxo
zoan parasites at the Microbiology department at Oregon State University. 
He completed his PhD in April 2004, and is the first Malaspina science 
alumnus to obtain a doctorate degree. 

Whipps has published 13 peer-reviewed scientific papers to date and is 
regarded as a leader in his field. He is currently employed as a post-doctor
al research associate at Oregon State University and ~ontinues his work 
with myxozoan parasite.s and other fish pathogens. 

Dr. TIm Goater, who nominated Whipps for the Alumni Horizons 
Award said, "We're proud of his success. Chris is an excellent ambassador 
for Malaspina, and it's gratifying to see him receive the first award recog
nizing outstanding alumni achievement." 

John Charnetski is back 
John Chametski is back at Malaspina as an Honorary Research Associate. 

.Ck Some would say that his spirit and artistic'influence has never left our insti
tution. 

Chametski was ~n art instructor at Malaspina from 1970 to 1995 when 
he retired to pursue his own creative ende~vors, m~ly in the fie ld of 
ceramics but also in metal sculpture. Charnetski, who calls himself an art 
potter/sculptor, created Malaspina's beautiful mace used during annual 
conv()(:ation ceremonies. " 

~~. He was also .-
responsible for push
ing forward the idea 
of Malaspina becorn~ ' 
ing home to the 
Nanaimo Art Ga"ery 
and Exhibition Centre, 
named the Madrona' 
Centre when it first 
opened in 1977.ln . 
additiorl"to his regular 
teaching duties and 
Humanities area chair~ 
manship, Chametski 
was project coordina
tor during the art 
gallery's construction, 
and then gallery cura
tor. 

In ass()(:iation with 
artist Rondeau Fenton, 
Charnetski has been 
creating and selling 
his "luster raku" 
works at Associated Fire Art Studios I()(:ated at 4368 Wellington Road, 
Nanaimo. Their ceramics, known internationally, are exhibited and held in 
many prestigious public and private collections. Chametski and .Fenton are 
currently represented by five professional Canadian galleries. 

As an Honorary Research Associate, Charnetski will act as a mentor to 
faculty and students, undertake research projects at Malaspina. assist with 
grant and funding applications, present workshops aod guest lectures, 

"It's exciting to be able to contribute to the future years as Malaspina's 
Visual Arts move towards degree granting programs," he said. 

Geography department update 
By Don Stone, Chair 

John Fairfield and Dr. Julian Fox retired from the 
Geography department in 2004. 

After 3 5 years of dedicated service, John taught 
courses in physical, human and economic geogra
phy and held various administrative pOSitions, 
including Chair of the Department of Geography and 
Geology, and Area Chair of the Division of Science 
and Technology. Julian spent 16 years teaching phys
ical geography and natural resource management. 
He served as Chair of the department and con
tributed to the creation of the Global Studies pro
gram at Malaspina. 

international trading patterns and the geography of 
crime. Martin will be responsible for delivering 
courses in economic geography, spatial analysis, 
research methods and spatial statistics. Martin's 
research on criminal activity has been recently pub
lished in the American journal 0/ Preventive 
Medicine, the Canadianjournal o/Criminology 
and Criminaljustice, and the Western 
Criminology Review. 

Don Stone, Michael Tripp and Alan Gilchrist 
complete tlle full-time regular faculty roster in 
Geography. Doug Corrin, a full-time faculty member 

(Back row-left to right) Martin Andresen. Hannah Wilson, Pam Shaw, Alan 
Gilchrist. 

in the Forestry pro
gram, also teaches 
part-time in the 
Geography 
Department. Tim 
Naegele, the 
department's GIS 
technician, contin
ues to provide fac
ulty and students 
with technical 
assistance in GIS
based course 
preparation and 
delivery, respec
tively. 

(Front row-left to right) Don Stone, Julian Fox, John Fairfield, Michael Tripp. 
Missing from photograph - Don Alexander, Tim Naegele, Larry Wolfe. 

The Geography 
department cur
rently employs two 

part-time faculty - Pam Shaw and Dr. Larry Wolfe. With the retirements of John and Julian and the 
introduction of the new B.A. Major in Geography in 
fall 2004, the department hired three new regular 
faculty members: Dr. Don Alexander, Hannah 
Wilson and Martin Andresen. 

As a registered professional planner, Don 
Alexander delivers courses in urban growth manage
ment and urban land assessment - compulsory 
courses in the urban growth management stream of 
the Geography Major's program. Born and raised in 
the United States, Don holds a B.A. in history from 
the University of Michigan, an M.A. in Canadian 
Studies and Geography from Trent University, and a 
PhD in Urban and Regional Planning from the 
University of Waterloo. Prior to joining Malaspina, 
Don taught at Simon Fraser UniverSity. Recent publi
cations include: Capable Cities [report for the 
United Nations 2006 World Urban Forum], 
Vancouver: International Centre for Sustainable 
Cities (2004) and "Smart Growth and Sustainable 
Development: Challenges, Solutions and Policy 
Directions," Local Environment 7:4 (2002). 

Hannah Wilson is in the final stages of complet
ing her PhD in Geography from the University of 
Waterloo. Her background is in climatology, bio
geography, remote sensing, spatial analysis and GIS. 
Hannah was born and raised in Richmond Hill, 
Ontario. Besides her interest in the earth sciences 
and technology, Hannah is also a semi-professional 
cellist. She has collaborated " ,'1 spatial analysts at 
the Pacific Forestry Centre in Victoria to apply satel
lite data analysis techniques for identifying the 
nature of five-year changes occurring to harvested 
Lodgepole Pine (Pinus contorta var. Lati/olia) 
regions in the Nadina Forest District of B.C. This 
research appears in the latest issue of the 
Internationaljournal o/Remote Sensing (VI. 26, 
No.3). 

Martin Andresen, born and raised in Vancouver, 
joins the department from a PhD program in 
Geography at tlle University of British Columbia. 
Martin holds a B.A. and M.A. in Economics from 
Simon Fraser University. His research interests are in 

6 MAINLyMALASPINA 

Pam Shaw is the former manager of community 
planning for the Regional District of Nanaimo. Since 
joining Malaspina University-College on a part-time 
basis in 2002, Pam has been responsible for deliver
ing courses in human geography, geographic com
munication, urban and regional planning, urban 
social geography and issues in urban growth man
agement. After spending 20 years in the planning 
field, Pam has chosen to pursue her PhD in 
Geography at the University of Victoria. Her PhD dis
sertation is titled: "Boxed In: the place of public 
good in the retail landscape." Her research focuses 
on the evolution of retailing in a North American 
context (from downtowns to suburban power cen
tres) and an evaluation of 'public good' through 
case studies and qualitative measures. 

Larry Wolfe, a professional planner, has over 30 
years experience in the fields of community and 
regional planning, natural resource management, 
environmental impact assessment and conservation 
planning. Larry was a founding partner of Quadra 
Planning Consultants Ltd., an environmental and 
land use consulting firm. He is a founding member 
and current president of the Galiano Institute for 
Environmental and Social Research - a non-govern
ment professional service organization. As well as 
degrees in planning and political science, Larry 
holds an MBA (UBC) and a PhD in resource and 
environmental management (SFU). Larry offers an 
advanced geography course on issues in natural 
resource management 

Students in the B.A. Major in Geography pro
gram have the option of taking a general degree in 
geography, or specializing in the fields of natural 
resource management or urban growth manage
ment. Students in all three streams will be required 
to complete fundamental courses in physical and 
human geography, as well as statistics, geographic 
communication, spatial analysis, and geographic 
information systems (GIS). Currently, approximately 
40 students are enrolled in the B.A. Majors program 
and over 100 in the B.A. Minors program. 



Scott Littlejohn (Music) mixed the broadcast 
audio for The New VI's New Year's show for the 

third year in a row. In case you missed it, this year's 
show featuJed bands were Maren Ord, Stabilo, 
Loverboy. In past years Scott has recorded Randy 
Bachman, David Gogo, Hot Hot Heat, Big Muff and 
The Kiltlifters (Malaspina music grads). The show 
has been broadcast on cable and Bell Express-Vu 
nationally for the previous two years, with audiences 
of 500,000, making it the highest rated New Year's 
show in Canada. 

Scott keeps busy as the technical specialist for 
accreditation audits of private schools under the 
province's Private Post Secondary Education 
Commission. He is also a member of a three person 
panel interviewing prospective medical students 
vying to get into UBC's Medical School. 

Moe Jones wanted to let us know the results of 
the fundraiser for the Dale Francis Appreciation Day 
held November 19, 2004. "Approximately 50 
Hospitality Management alumni attended the event, 
plus some of Dale's colleagues from around the 
province and Malaspina. There were almost 100 
people at the lunch/reception. There was a fundrais
ing dinner in the Discovery Room that evening and a 
seminar in the Board Room on Saturday morning. 
The event raised approximately $12,000 towards a 
scholarship fund in Dale's memory, including 
$5,400 from direct donations. Organizers also 
received corporate sponsorships, mostly from 
hotels, that had a retail value of over $9,000. These 
were hotel packages for Victoria, Vancouver, 
Whistler and Banff. These items were sold by auction 
at the Festival of Trees fundraising gala held 
November 26. We received $6,600 for the scholar
ship fund from the items sold. We are expecting fur
ther donations in the fu ture to bring the total to 
$15,000. This will go into an endowment fund for an 
award in Dale's name which the institution will 
match bringing the total in the fund to $30,000. In 
addition we have a fund of $10,000 raised in previ
ous years. We'll combine this with the $30,000 to 
bring the total in the fund to $40,000. In Dale's 
name, the annual interest from this will be awarded 
to a Hospitality Management student each year," said 
Jones. 

Dr. John Black (Liberal Studies) and Dr. Oscar 
Clemotte (Philosophy & Religious Studies) of the 
Alexandro Malaspina Research Centre have signed a 
publishing contract with Edwin Mellen Press for 
their translation from Spanish into English of 
Malaspina's Meditation on Beauty in Nature, which 
they hope to complete next year. 

Frank Dalziel (Fisheries & Aquaculture) spends 
his spare time working on the National Resource 
Board to develop a comprehensive set of science
based conservation policies for the Board of 
Trustees and members of Trout Unlimited Canada 
(ruC). Frank has been a member of ruc since the 
1980s, and has served in various capacities ranging 
from president of the Nanaimo Chapter, a five-year 
term as a member of the ruc Board of Trustees, to 
his present appointment as one of the three B.C. 
representatives on the National Resource Board. The 
Board's first meeting was held December 2004 in 
Calgary. The policies, once developed, will be used 
by the C.E.O. and National Staff, board members, 
and executive members of provincial councils and 
local chapters when dealing with fisheries resource 
and habitat issues at the local, provincial, or nation
allevel. 

Robert Wager (Biology) had an article called 
"Biotechnology'S benefit for biodiversity" published 
in the Globe and Mail December 1, 2004. Another 
article called "Risk Benefit Analysis of Genetically 
Modified Crops and Food" in the Risk Group quar
terly publication. Yet another article of Rob's was 
published in Dialogue Magazine called "Genetically 
Modified Food: It's hard to know what to believe." 
Rob also has been invited to give talks on genetically 
modified food at the Vancouver Public Library, the 
University of Victoria and local high schools. 

Sandy Elvy (Administration-Powell River) sends 
word that Vicki Tysdal (Library-Powell River) is 
retiring. Sandy says, "Vicki has been a valued mem
ber of the Powell River Campus team for 11 years. 

She will be 
missed in the 
LibraryIBookstore 
where her dedi
cation and per
sistence have 
streamlined the 
Powell River 
operation. Vicki 
plans to pursue 

Vicki Tysdal her artistic 

endeavors, get her hands dirty with her love of gar
dening, do some traveling and spend time with her 
two children and two grandchildren. All of us at 
Powell River campus wish Vicki a happy retirement." 

Bob Lane (Research Associate - Philosophy & 
Religious Studies) has written a chapter titled "Most 
Canadians Want Physician-Assisted Suicide 
Legalized" for a new Thomson Gale book titled 
Assisted Suicide (January 2005). The book provides 
a focused study of all sides of the current controver
sy. Essays by doctors, lawyers, judges, and philoso
phers are presented for students and citizens inter
ested in thinking about the topic. The book is pub
lished in the USA as part of a series on current con
troversies. Lane is joined by philosopher Mary 
Warnock, who also argues that the laws in the UK 
should be changed to allow carefully controlled 
physiCian-assisted suicide. Debates about assisted 
suicide are occurring almost everywhere in the 
world. 

Dr. Cheryl Warsh (History) has two articles to 
be published in the upcoming year. "The Case for 
Chaos: Menstruation, Menopause and the Poverty of 
Linear Psychiatric and Medical Models" in Mental 
Illness in Canada: Historical Essays, edited by 
James Moran and David Wright, McGill Queen's 
University Press; and "The Body in Vogue: Gender 
Representations in Alcohol and Tobacco 
Advertisements in British and American Vogue," co
written by Penny Tinkler, Proceedings of the 
International Conference on the History of Drugs 
and Alcohol, edited by Greg Marquis and Dan 
Malleck She will be presenting "Networks of 
Support, Networks of Opposition: The Medical 
Education of Women in North America, 1800-2000" 
to the Canadian Society for the History of Medicine 
at the Congress of Learned SOCieties, London, 
Ontario, in May. She notes the fine contribution of 
Craig Tapping (English) as special editor of the 
upcoming issue on Gay/Lesbian health issues in the 
Canadian Bulletin of Medical History, which just 
received its three-year funding from the SSHRC 
Grants to Learned Journals program. 

Dr. Marshall Soules (Media Studies/English) 
and Tricia Irish (Research Assistant, Centre for 
Digital Humanities Innovation) are making a joint 
multimedia presentation at the Visual Culture confer
ence, Kansas State University, on March 10. Their 
presentation "Reading the Signs on the Wall: 
Unsanctioned Images in the Public Sphere," is based 
on their research into municipal legislation govern
ing the regulation of graffiti and unauthorized 
posters. The Media Studies department and the 
Centre for Digital Humanities Innovation (CDHI) will 
be producing reFrame 2: Media and Leadership 
Conference, May 13 & 14, at Malaspina. This confer
ence will showcase innovators working in film, 
video, music, print and web development to demon
strate how independent media is made, the leader
ship role it plays, and how it provides opportunities 
for networking and social dialogue. 

Dr. Imogene Lim has written two essays for 
exhibits that are currently on display. "Mostly 
Mississippi: Chinese Cuisine Made in America" is 
featured in the catalogue for Indigo Som's exhibit at 
the Chinese Historical Society of America, San 
Francisco from March 27, 2005. The other essay, 
"Encountering the Past: Family and Community 
History," is one of several produced for the cata
logue Japanese Canadian Photographers at the 
Royal BC Museum from May 2, 2005. Imogene was 
a guest on BC Almanac's Openline (CBC Radio One) 
promoting the Chinese Canadian Historical Society of 
BC's "Research Fair." Imogene is a founding Board 
Member of this new organization. 
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2004 Visual Arts students 
win awards 
Students in Malaspina University-College's two-year Applied·Graphics pro
gram are making a name for themselves by winning major national 
awards. 

~Iex Suvajac, currently a second year graphics student at Malaspina, 
received a $1,000 award from Copeland Communications advertising 
agency in Victoria. 

Malaspina student Daniele Rudischer received the $500 Salazar Award 
from the Vancouver Chapter of the Graphic Designers of Canada in the cat
egory of best graduate from a two-year program. Honorable mention 
went to student Nicole Gabourey. Nicole has continued into the Digital 
Media Technology program at Malaspina. 

"We're really pleased with the success of our students, • said Iris 
Churcher, instructor in the Applied Graphics Program at Malaspina. "It's 
rewarding to have support from the industry and recognition of the tal
ents of our students." 

Ma na gra a students have been winning the salazar Award for 
several years in a row, Churcher added. 

The 2004 Festival of Trees Committee presented a $65,000 cheque 
to '!'alaspina President Rich johnston to support the Library cam
paign and student awards. The Festival, an annual fundra iser for 
the Malaspina Foundation, was held on the Nanaimo campus in 
December for the first time in the event's 10 year history. 



Signy Madden (Foundation) has been awarded 
the professional designation of Certified Fund 
Raising Executive (CFRE) and joins 4,600 profes
sionals around the world who hold the CFRE desig
nation. Individuals granted the CFRE credential have 
met a series of standards set by CFRE International 
which include tenure in the profession, education, 
professional achievements and a commitment to 
service to not-for-profit organizations. Signy is work
ing on three capital campaigns for the Foundation. 
One campaign is to raise $1.46 million towards the 
$4.6 million International Centre for Sturgeon 
Studies. The other two campaigns are to raise 
matching monies of $1.25 million each for the 
Endowed Chair positions in Tourism and Sustainable 
Rural Development and Aboriginal and Early 
Childhood Development. 

On behalf of the Malaspina Foundation Board 
and the Festival of Trees committee, Susie Caswell 
(Foundation) would like to extend a heartfelt "thank 
you" to all Malaspina staff, students and faculty who 
participated in the 10th annual Festival of Trees held 
on the Nanaimo campus in December. The Festival 
raised over $65,000 for Malaspina student bursaries 
and awards, and the new Library. 

Special recognition is extended to faculty and 
students in the Culinary Arts program, the Hospitality 
program and professional Bartending Certificate 
program, ''who provided meals, great service and 
bartending for the Gala, and to the Facilities depart
ment for helping in so many ways throughout the 
Festival," said Caswell. A huge thank you is also 
extended to the Mariners Baseball Team for prOvid
ing safe rides home for participants at the Festival 
Gala, and to the follOwing departments/programs for 
helping with Family Day festivities: Alumni Relations, 
Bachelor of Science in Nursing; Child & Youth Care, 
Recreation and Tourism, and Student Services. 

Caswell said participation from several other 
departments and programs was also greatly appreci
ated. "Students in the Commercial Baking program 
created gingerbread houses, the Horticulture depart
ment supplied poinsettias, the Theatre department 
assisted with lighting, and Media Relations & 
Publications assisted with publicity," said Caswell. 
"And finally, a huge thank-you to the departments, 
staff and students who decorated Christmas trees 
which were on display during the Festival, including 
the Malaspina English Students Association, the 

Bachelor of Science in Nursing program, the Centre 
for Continuing Studies, Cowichan Campus, First 
Nations Student Services, Interior Design, 
International Education, Malaspina International 
High School, and Recreation & Tourism 
Management. A special mention must also be made 
to ackowledge the efforts of staff in the Registration 
department who got into the Festival spirit and deco
rated their area." 

Fred MacDonald (Trades & Applied Technology) 
is pleased to announce that Shannon Cesari has 
accepted the position of Area Secretary for Trades 
and Applied Technology. This position became avail
able when Marina McIntyre retired in January. 
Shannon is a graduate of Malaspina's ABT program 
and she has been employed since graduation in a 
number of clerical positions both in the community 
and within Malaspina UniverSity-College. Please drop 
by to say hello and welcome her to the faculty. 

A unique internship program at Malaspina 
University-College is paying off for students and 
employers. Tracy Gillis (Business) advises Mainly 
that business students are landing jobs with local 
accounting firms after completing internships. Top 
business students who specialize in accounting, 
finance, marketing, management or e-management 
find their own community sponsors who provide 
them with a valid learning experience in return for a 
minimum of 200 hours of unpaid work. Students, 
their faculty advisor and sponsor work together to 
define eight to ten learning outcomes, including 
research, project and report writing, software appli
cations, financial analysis, speCialized management 
or marketing projects, tax applications, web design, 
and customer service projects to name just a few. 
Jennifer Farr, a fourth year student who graduates 
in April, is completing an internship at Johnston, 
Cross & Co. Certified General Accountants. That firm 
is a big supporter of the program - Farr is their third 
intern student and the third one to be offered a full
time job upon graduation, said Gillis. Other compa
nies that have supported Malaspina's intership pro
gram include lnuktun Services Ltd.; Church Pickard 
& Co, Chartered Accountants; Island Savings Credit 
Union; Community Futures Development Corp; 'the 
Grand Hotel; Meyers Norris Penny LLP; and Norske 
Canada, just to name a few. 

Culinary arts grad creams the 
competition 
No pun intended, but 

Malaspina University
College Culinary Arts gradu
ate Derek Poirier is amongst 
tlle "cream of the crop" in 
the North American pastry 
world. 

Poirier - one of the top 
pastry chefs in the world -
was invited to join the U.S. 
pastry team at the Coupe du 
Monde in Lyon, France as 
team captain. The team 
placed third overall. 

"It's the Olympics of the 
pastry world," said Debbie 
Shore, Acting Coordinator of 
Malaspina's Culinary Arts 
program. 

"We're really proud of 
Derek's success. As an 

Chef Derek Poirier 

instructor, it's wonderful when a student makes it to 
the level they aspire to, but even more rewarding 
when they surpass their own expectations and then 
phone and say "thanks for the start." 

The Coupe du Monde is a nine-hour competi
tion, where world class teams create a series of 
show pieces from scratch. The team prepared 15 
plated desserts, three frozen cakes, and three choco
late cakes. 

"Team U.S.A. needed to create three sculptures -
one of chocolate, one of ice, and one sugar," 
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exlained Shore. "The three 
items became centerpieces 
for three other categories 
they had to prepare food 
for. " 

Poirier started his pastry 
career in the mid-1980s 
with Bill Rennie, who was 
then Malaspina's 
Commercial Baking instruc
tor (Alex Rennie's father) . 
"Bill trained Derek in bak
ing and encouraged hin1 to 
do some advanced pastry 
training with fOffiler 
Malaspina pastry chef 
instructor George Wagner," 
said Shore. 

"George's patisserie 
expertise, love of competi
tion and professional enthu

siasm inspired Derek. Both George and Bill were 
instrumental in his career." 

After graduating from Malaspina's Culinary Arts 
program in 1989, Poirier quickly rose to the top of 
the pastry world. He was wooed by the Four Seasons 
hotel chain to the U.S., where he worked as pastry 
chef at the Houston Four Seasons hotel for a number 
of years. Poirier currently lives in Newport ,~each, 
California where he works for Albert Uster,ra pastry 
supply company. 



International student Dennis Su 
ma~es Mal-U history 
Acrowning achievement - that describes the 

recent graduation ceremony at Nanaimo's Port 
Theatre for Malaspina University-College student 
Dennis Suo 

Su is the first student in Malaspina's history to 
complete three programs offered by the institution, 
earning a high school diploma from Malaspina 
International High School, a bachelor of arts degree 
in marketing, and a master of business administra
tion (international) degree. 

"Dennis represents the composite Malaspina stu
dent," said Tom Lewis, principal of the Malaspina 
International High School. "Everyone at Malaspina is 
immensely proud of his achievements. Dennis repre
sents what is possible for international students if 
they are conscientious and dedicated to learning." 

Originally from Taiwan, Su began his academic 
journey at Malaspina seven years ago at age 17 when 
his parents enrolled him in Malaspina International 
High School. 

"I was just a kid, but my parents wanted me to 
have a Canadian education," said SUo "It's highly 
respected in Taiwan." 

Su experienced intense culture shock when he 
first arrived in Nanaimo due to the language barrier, 
but was placed with a supportive host family who 
helped him adjust to life in Canada. "They were 
friendly, supportive and helpful," said SUo "They 
made me feel welcome." 

The high school program was academically chal
lenging, said Su, but prepared him well for further 
studies. He completed Malaspina's bachelor of arts 
program in three and a half years. 

Su joined an intramural basketball league and 
met Taiwanese students enrolled in the master of 
business administration (international) partnership 
program, launched at Malaspina three years ago. 
Students take classes at Malaspina but their degrees 
are granted by the University of Hertfordshire, one of 
the top university bUSiness schools in the United 
Kingdom. 

"I decided getting an MBA in Canada would be a 
good thing," said SUo "In Taiwan, almost everyone 

International student Dennis Su went through 
three Malaspina programs leading to comple
tion of a IMBA degree to make Malaspina 
history. 

has a bachelor's degree, so hopefully this will give 
me an advantage." 

Su said the best part of the program was sharing 
a classroom with people from all over the world, 
including India, Iran and Pakistan. "It was fun and 
educational to work with so many people from dif
ferent cultures," said SUo "Many of my classmates 
have become close friends." 

Su returned to Taiwan at the end of December, 
to be closer to family and to begin his job search. 
He hopes to land a marketing job with a multina
tional corporation in Taiwan, Asia or other coun
tries. 

"Yes, I'm optimistic about the future," said SUo 
"I will definitely miss Canada, especially Nanaimo, 
the clean environment and friendly people." 

Will he return to Canada? "Someday I hope. 
Maybe when I'm ready for retirement." 

What makes effective 
ABE/Literacy instructors? 
I n 2002 Evelyn Battell, Adult Basic Education 

(ABE) instructor at Cowichan Campus, was 
approached by the Ministry of Advanced Education 
and the National Literacy Secretariat with a proposal 
for a collaborative research project on 'What makes 
effective Adult Basic EducationlLiteracy instructors.' 

Battell invited four practitioners to talk about the 
idea on a conference call, and in that discussion the 
focus narrowed to examining effective practitioners. 
The practitioner/research group was formed, and 
they submitted a proposal to Literacy B.C. and the 
National Literacy Secretariat of Human Resources 
Development in Ottawa. The project was approved 
and jointly funded by the National Literacy 
Secretariat, Ministry of Advanced Education, and the 
Vancouver Foundation. 

The main goal of the project was to complete 
research on what makes ABElLiteracy instructors 
effective in their practice. Besides Battell, the 
instructors involved in the research project were 
Leora Gesser, Judy Rose, Jan Sawyer, and Diana 
1\viss. 

For two years the research group examined their 
own practices and then interviewed other practition
ers to achieve a deeper understanding of what 
makes an effective instructor. Their findings were 
not intended to encompass all ABElLiteracy practi
tioners. In addition to their own reports, the group 
interviewed 17 other instructors. 

In reviewing their own practice, each group 
member wrote autobiographical selections as a way 
to reveal the key issues needing exploration. Past 
experiences often triggered issues that were chosen 

to focus on. Even though the voice of students (some 
instructors preferred the term "learners" and both 
were used interchangeably in the document) is not 
heard directly, their presence permeates the 
research. 

The results of the group's work have been pub
lished in a book entitled Hardwired for Hope: 
Effective ABElLiteracy Instructors. Hopefully, the 
document will give the reader new insights into what 
many instructors experience daily in their work 
lives. It is a testament to what many ABE instructors 
have seen as their life work and will be a guide for 
future ABElLiteracy instructors. 

As a group, the research team said, "We're 
happy to have accomplished what we set out to do, 
that is, to document the thoughts, feelings, strategies 
and techniques of some effective ABElLiteracy 
instructors, to honour the work and thinking of 
many instructors who have contributed so much 
over the years to ABElLiteracy work in B.C., and to 
provide a way of preserving their knowledge for the 
field as those individuals retire from it." 

This document is available online through the 
National Adult Literacy Database (NALD) website. 
Copies can be downloaded from: www.nald.ca/full
textlhwired/cover.htm. 

A note from NALD said, "You may be interested 
to know that Hardwired for Hope by Evelyn Battell, 
Leora Gesser, Judy Rose, Jan Sawyer and Diana 1\viss 
was the PDF resource most often downloaded from 
the NALD website in October with 1,676 down
loads." 
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rs an~ ~(ient$ m 
info ion sh'ariilQ at 'Ma pina's B 55 . and Indu Showca 
at the.Nanaimo campus on february 8~ ~tudents met with local, regional 
and int~mationalemployersto identifY~'career directions, discover what ·, 
employ~rs looffof' in~n applicant, an({findout what opportffnities exiS't'} 
in the ' real world. (ompanies attending the Showcase offered perspectives 
on business opportunities in key British Columbia growth sectors including 
marine research ~9d information technology. A'selection of finance anq "~,!i' 
service organizations were also represented. The Showcase is organized by 
the Campus career Centre and the Master of Business Administration 
(MBA)pfogramtohelp stud~nts bridge the gap !?etween educ,ation an9 

,,' employment. The Showcase"js just one eVent the 'Campus career Centre' 
offers students. Other services include campus employment programs, indi
vidual .career coaching and group workshops. 

.fit . -

Pro ba~ing stud~nts sweete,st,of 
thlm ad " ',';h" 

Students in Malaspina's Professional Baking program tied for first place tor 
th~ ;B~ ~weet ,~tegory inJjleatr~ On~'s Bite of Nanaimo 'htlt~raiser. ,,!W!,:- J 

TheatieOne publicist Rosanna Tomkinson is shown here prese"nting a tro
phy to the student group responsible for the winning desserts. Chef Martin 
Barr~n, instructQ~)n t/:Ie erggram, says ,~be wir)n!,ng~eets included ~a .. ' 
Tort l«Iazelnl'rt cranberry Fr~ngipanl square, Emp~ess Scone fiUed with 
organic berry compote and Vancouver Island whipped cream.-jhe team's 
goal to feature as many local products as possible. . 



Tsunami destruction in 
Thailand 
Photos by Alex Dunkley 

Malaspina grads help out in 
Thailand 
I t's a trip they will never forget. 

Alison Katzko and Alex 
Dunkley - two Malaspina 
University-College graduates who 
married in 2000 - were in 
Thailand during the tsunami dis
aster, and spent four days helping 
relief efforts. 

"They are on an extended 
travel tour through Asia," said 
Alison's dad, Bob Katzko, Site 
Manager of Malaspina's 
ParksvillelQualicum Centre. 
"They were on the eastern coast 
in December but fortunately, they 
had just moved to the northern 
city of Chaing Mai when the 
tsunami hit. It was a huge relief 
to know that they were okay." 

Alison, a graduate of 
Malaspina's elementary education 
program, and Alex, a graduate of 
the nursing program, joined an 
aid organization in the Chaing 
Mai village called the Christian Alison Katzko and Alex Dunkley 
Broadcasting Network (CBN) on a 
fact-finding mission, and flew to Phuket on 
Thailand's western coast on December 29. They 
made their way by minibus to Takua Pa, north of 
Phan Nga, to a small district hospital. 

"The CBN wanted to deliver medical supplies, 
provide immediate help, and do some filming of the 
affected sites for fundraising and long-term aid," 
explained Dunkley, who formed part of the medical 
team with three doctors. All 100 beds at the hospital 
"were full to the brim" but foreign patients had 
already been moved to Bangkok a day before the 
team arrived. 

"One member of our group, a Thai surgeon, 
performed two days of surgeries, but the rest of us 
were handicapped by a lack of language skills," said 
Dunkley. "Students from a nearby nursing school 
were working on wards and had the situation well in 
hand. They seemed to run things like a well oiled 
machine." 

The hospital itself was like something from the 
1950s - old steel beds and gurneys, no IV pumps, all 
the old equipment "but it was clean and the care 
seemed excellent." 

Dunkley said a Buddhist temple near the hospital 
served as a temporary morgue. "I don't know how 
many, but the rows of bodies stretched out in all 
directions on the temple grounds," he said. "The 
smell is something I cannot even begin to describe. 
It was more horrible than I can convey." 

Katzko and Dunkley spent their first night in the 
hospital board room, and started the next day at 
Nam Khing Village, where there were no tourists, just 
locals. 

"It was shocking to see just how much damage 
the waves had done," said Dunkley. "Houses were 
smashed for half a kilometer from the beach. Huge 
fishing boats were way inland, upside down and 
stuck through buildings. Every once in a while you 
would pass an area with that smell and you knew 
that there was someone under the rubble." 

Thai people "seem amazing in their coping abili
ties," added Dunkley. "A lot were just getting on with 
things, salvaging from the rubble and starting to 
clear things. But there were still those who just sat 
and stared." 

One road was clogged with trucks of recovery 
rescue teams and uniformed young men who were 
recovering bodies from the wreckage. Surgical 
masks smeared with tiger balm were a standard part 
of the uniform. "Someone told us these men would 
earn merit for their families by doing this duty," said 
Dunkley. "It did not seem they were being paid." 

The couple also visited Bang Nieng Beach, which 
caught the full force of the wave. "A lot of big hotels 
were located here, and are now totally gone. The 
damage went back over a mile from the beach. The 
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part along the beach itself was nearly clean - the 
wave took everything away." 

Dunkley and Katzko worked one afternoon at an 
aid station. One of the more gruesome tasks was 
sorting through a pile of passports and identification 
found on beaches. 

"There were so many people from Scandinavia 
and Germany, but there were people from around 
the world," said Dunkley, including three from 
Canada. "The latest stats have at least 2,000 tourist 
deaths along this stretch of coast." 

One of the saddest things to look at were two 
bulletin boards, one with missing people photos put 
up by families, and one with identification photos of 
the dead. 

"Basically it boils down to a lot of people dead, 
and even more people homeless," reported Dunkley. 
"For every news story of a hotel destroyed, a Thai 
village is wiped out. People are getting enough to 
eat, but are most concerned about outbreaks of dis
ease." 

Dunkley said CBN has chosen to help rebuild 
one village called Bang Nai Rai, a 200-year-old fish
ing village with about 100 families. About half the vil
lage buildings are gone or uninhabitable, and others 
are severely damaged. Fortunately, only one person 
in the entire village died because the people living 
there noticed animals were acting strangely and 
moved to higher ground. They also received a warn
ing phone call five minutes before the wave hit, said 
Dunkley. "The village is currently not slated for any 
government funds because they did not have enough 
casualties," he added. That's why the CBN has 
stepped in with a small crew of people on site to 
channel the funds to clear wreckage and build new 
houses. 

"They are a Christian organization that seems, 
from our experience, to be small enough to be effec
tive, but large enough to do something," added 
Dunkley. If you want to contribute to the relief effort, 
this would be one effective way to do so." 

For further information about the CBN village 
rebuilding project, contact Sakchai Puangjakta 
(assistant manager), at 4115 Nawarat Building, 
T.Watget, A. Muang, Chiang Mai, Thailand 50000. He 
can also be reached by email: at 
sakchai@cbnsiam.com or sakchai84@hotmail.com 
or www.cbnsiam.com. 

Meanwhile, Katzko and Dunkley will never forget 
their four days helping with the relief effort. "While it 
was awful, we learned a lot," said Dunkley. "We are 
indebted to CBN for giving us the opportunity to 
help." I. 

I 
The couple plan to continue their .tour of 

Southeast Asia over the next year. 



STUDENT SERVICES - WHO WE ARE AND WHAT WE DO 

J Managing Enrolment and Promoting Student Success is priority #1 of Malaspina's Strategic Plan, and the Student 
. \ 

Services department plays a large role in it. Mainly Malaspina created this graphic to illustrate the many roles the various 

Student Services departments play in supporting potential, present and past students of Malaspina University-College. 

Regi~tion " ~ 
provides all registration sefrtces, both in-person and Olr J 

line. The office acts as customer service representatives ~ 
to Wonn, admit and new and continuing stu· : . 

elco ing Valuing 

dents ana. to liaise wiiji Ucand the university~col- ..... 
lege community concefmng.,registtation procedures ·· ".'. -- =~~ Students policies, =---

Supporting Students 
collects and interprets data to ,produce Ministry ~e4!j 
documents, internal Malaspina reports, and enrolment . ··l 
management data aimed at improving our planning, ' 
decision-making, and matketifig. 

campus. 
men! and .. . planning tra.iniitg fnr" ""11,p,n 

graduates,finplements short and long-tertn rectuitment 
and retention strategies aimed at sustaining op.timal 
enrolment. CSL assists students to integrate into the 
Malaspina c-Ommunity academically and socia1ly: 
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Outdoor Recreation 
provides instruction, equipment and transpo~on so 
that Malaspina students can take part in activities like 
kayaking, skiing, caving, rafting or hiking, at a 
reasonable 



McLotto hits new 
high of $948.50 

Guy Doiron is the person to call if you want to 
increase your McLotto chances or to register for the 
first time. Help raise the McLotto draw to over 
$1,000 this year. Call local 6213 or email Guy to 
increase your chances of being the next McLotto 
draw winner. For every dollar won by some lucky 
Malaspina employee, one dollar goes to scholarships 
and bursaries for Malaspina University-College stu
dents. 

McLotto Winners 
Congratulations to: 

February 11 Shirley Edmunds $948.50 

January 28 Sally Vinden 938.50 

January 14 Jan Iverson 931.50 

December 31 Shirley Edmunds 915.00 

December 17 Julie Bishop 932.50 

December 3 Zoe Dams 926.00 

New "Geoscape 
Nanaimo" poster 
highlights geological 
wonders 

Landslides, earthquakes and ground collapses -
why do they happen and what do they mean? 

Where does our water come from and why? How 
much coal mining really existed, and what is an 
Elasmosaur? 

A partnership of local, provincial and federal sci
entists - including Malaspina University-College facul
ty - seeks to answer these questions in a colourful, 
large information poster designed to bring geo
science to mid-Vancouver Island communities. 

"The new wall-size poster illustrates and explains 
our geological landscape, from its rugged rock foun
dation, dynamic coastline, fantastic beaches, land
slide, earthquake and tsunami hazards, legacy of 
coal, delicate caves and water and mineral 
resources," said Maggie McColl, who teaches geology 
at Malaspina. "Awareness of our unique and enviable 
geoscape allows us to appreciate the land and use it 
in a wise and sustained manner." 

The poster, called Geoscape Nanaimo, took four 
years to complete. "First the team identified the key 
geological issues for our area, prepared suitable text 
for each topiC, and collected visual images to sup
port it," explained McColl. "The most difficult part 
was deciding what should be included, and what to 
leave out due to space constraints. We didn't have 
room for everything, so we're creating a website that 
people can refer to for more information." 

McColl said the poster and website will be of 
interest to teachers, planners, residents and visitors 
to central Vancouver Island. 

The project involved Malaspina faculty and staff, 
including Steven Earle, McColl, Tim Stokes and Owen 
Peer from the Geology department, and retired 
Geography instructor Julian Fox and G.I.S. 
Technician Tim Naegele. Staff from the B.C. Ministry 
of Water, Land and Air Protection, B.C. Ministry of 
Energy and Mines, Regional District of Nanaimo, City 
of anaimo (planning and engineering) , Courtenay 
and District Museum and the Vancouver Island 
Paleontology Museum Society were also involved. 

The Geoscape Nanaimo team invites the public to 
an official poster launch on Saturday, February 26 at 
the Nanaimo District Museum from 1 to 2 pm. 

To order copies of the poster ($15 each) contact 
Geological Survey of Canada (Pacific) Maps and 
Publications Sales at (604) 666-0271. 

For more information, contact the Malaspina 
Geology department at (250) 753-3245. 

Malaspina members of the Geoscape Nanaimo 
poster team are (left to right) Tim Stokes, Owen 
Peer, Julian Fox, Steven Earle, Maggie McColl 
and Tim Naegele. 

Malaspina Diary 
Exhibitions at the Nanaimo Art Gallery 
(Nanaimo Campus) 
February 12 - March 1 - gestures of-the-everyday 
Stephanie Springgay & Robin Ripley 
Preview Opening: Friday, February 11 , 7 - 9 pm 

March 19 - April 16 - So Much for love 
Madeleine Wood 
Preview Opening: Friday, March 18, 7 - 9 pm 

March 19 - April 7 - 486 Explorations 
Minor in Visual Art Graduating Exhibition 
Preview Opening: Friday, March 18, 7 - 9 pm 

Child and Youth Care Program Reunion 
June 3 - 5 
Malaspina University-College, Nanaimo campus 
Sixteen graduates and the Malaspina Alumni Relations Office are organizing this 
exciting event. For information call (250) 740-6215. 

Malaspina Theatre 
March 3 - 12 
Malaspina University-College Theatre 
Nanaimo campus 
Spring show - three one-act plays 

Check, Please; Hard Candy; and Booby in the Trap 
Directed by Liesl Lafferty 
Call 740-6100 for information. 

Malaghetti's is back! 
Malaghetti 's - an "Italian Eatery with Western Flair" - is open every Thesday in 
the lower cafeteria from 5 to 7pm. Malaspina's Hospitality students invite you to 
come and enjoy a meal of soup or salad, pasta and dessert for $8. Beverages are 
$1 and wine and beer are $3. See you there next Thesday! 

Employers hire Mal-U 
students 
By Jon Beekman 

With summer fast approaching, students and soon-to-be graduates from 
Malaspina University-College are starting to look for work. 1\vo major 

Nanaimo-based employers are doing their part to hire local graduates. 
Tom Osbourne, Manager of Parks and Recreation for the Regional District of 

anaimo (RDN) , often selects Malaspina alumni or students when hiring new 
employees. 

"Malaspina graduates are high calibre, well-rounded individuals, and most 
have had experience through internships and cooperative education," said 
Osbourne. 

Osbourne himself is a proud graduate of Malaspina's Recreation 
Administration Diploma program. He joined the RDN about five years ago and 
points out that most of his team are Malaspina alumni. 

Malaspina students - regardless of the program they graduate from - have 
"that practical background along with the theoretical knowledge to hit the 
ground running when they start a job," said Osbourne. 

"All this, combined with the personality of Malaspina alumni and students, 
makes for a great fit for the RDN's team spirit and operation," he added. 

Nancy Hamilton, full time Aquatic Program Coordinator for Cowichan Valley 
Regional District (CVRD) and part owner of a wilderness kayak tour business is 
another Malaspina alumni who hires fellow graduates and students. 

Hamilton was one of the first students in Malaspina's Tourism and 
Recreation Management degree program to undertake the Prior Learning 
Assessment that gave her formal credit for her over 20 previous years of experi
ence with the CVRD. 

As part of her job at the CVRD, Hamilton is responsible for hiring over 35 
seasonal staff for the summer season, and three students to work for the kayak 
tour company. 

Why does she hire Malaspina University-College students or graduates? 
"They have a great understanding of the core skills for customer service 

such as marketing, and the energy and excitement that makes them stand out 
from other applicants," Hamilton said. 

VISIT US ON THE WEB AT WWW.MALA.CAIEVENTS 
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