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Gung Hay Fat Choyand the 
Chinese Canadian Experience 

The Lion Dancers greet the 400 guests and ward away evil 
spirits at the Harbourfront Library. 

Malaspina and 400 community members ce lebrated Chinese New 
Year and the Chinese Canadian Experience at the Harbourfront 
Library on January 24. 

The four-day event, called "Sharing Memories, Bui lding 
Community: A Celebration and Commemoration of the Chine e 
Canadian Experience" and organized by Drs. Imogene Lim and 
Thora Howell, opened at the Library with Lion Dancers, the 
unveiling of a city Heritage Commi ion Plaque on Nanaimo' 
Chinatowns, and the launch of the Nanaimo Chinatowns Project 
website: web.mala.bc.calchi natown. The website was a project ini
tiated by Dr. Lim, supported by BC Heritage Trust and Malaspina 
University-College. 

Two of the featured speakers were Chuck 
Wong, one of our most respected senior com
munity members, and Denise Chong, noted 
author of The Concubine's Children. 

One of many special sessions over the four 
days included a gathering of 70 academics, 
creati ve arti sts, and community members who 
shared memories at the Nanaimo Art Gallery. 
Among the guests were Lieutenant Colonel 
(ret. ) Howe Lee and three other war veterans 
who vis ited for two days to share their WWII 
experiences. These veterans came especially 
for the screening of the film Unwanted 
Soldiers, one of whom was Alex Louie, who 
was featured in the film. 

Dr. Imogene Lim makes 
opening statement and 
welcomes guests and 
dignitaries. 

LET'S campaign heats up 
Watch the "LET'S Make it Happen" thermometer nudge upwards as the businesses and citizens of our 
communities pledge their support to this important campaign. Log onto Malaspina's main page at 
www.mala.bc.ca and look for the LET'S logo; click on it, and you ' re connected. There you ' ll find more 
information about this $5 million campaign, and how its success means more resources and enhanced 
learning opportunities for everyone participating in the Malaspina experience. 

Thanks to our volunteers, we have secured significant financial gifts from donors throughout the mid
Island and Powell River area bringing our total to nearly $1 , 110,000. We have also begun the ' family ' 
phase in Nanaimo, asking faculty, staff and students to consider their commitment to this campaign. 

John Dawson climbs 22,841.foot 
Mt. Aconcaqua 
John Dawson of Malaspina's Campus Recreation department spent the month of January successfully 
climbing Mt. Aconcaqua in Argentina, near the Chilean border. At 22,841 feet, the mountain is the 
largest in the Western and Southern hemispheres, or any mountain range outside of the Himalayas. 

As an award-winning lifelong filmmaker, Dawson was invited along on the trip by Tom Whittaker of 
Seven Summits fame, to make a video of the 26-day expedition. "The climb was made somewhat more 
difficult as we had no sponsor imd no way to afford porters to help carry equipment. It was an out-of
pocket trip, but one I just had to do," said Dawson. "Despite some technical di ffic ulties the climb was a 
success, and we met all our main objecti ves." 
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Dawson climbs Mt. Aconcaqua continued 

Dawson, who works mostly in 16mm film, packed his own video equipment 
up the mountain in addition to his normal survival gear. The aim was to 
uplink video sti ll s of the trek's progress to the Internet to a website where 
fo llowers could track their progress. "Unfortunately some of the equipment 
from around the world didn ' t match perfectly, and we were not able to estab
lish an uplink," said Dawson . "However, we have some great video of the 
event being edited now." 

Dawson, who has an engineering degree, deve loped his adventurous spirit 
caving in England. From there he spent five years with Outward Bound, 
instructing technical rock climbing. Eventually he moved to various 
Outward Bound centres in New York, Colorado, Arizona, and eventually 
Keremeos, B.C. Today he serves on the Board of Directors for National 
Outdoor Leadership Schools (NOLS), the premier teacher of outdoor skills 
and leadership in North America. 

It was in Keremeos that Dawson met Tom Whittaker for the first time. "Tom 
was a wild, energetic, free thinking individual," said Dawson. "His enthusi
asm spilled over into everything, but it was his experience of having a drunk 
driver in Idaho shatter both legs, chronically damaging both knees and caus
ing the amputation of his right foot, that shaped his philosophy of never let
ting anybody define him based on their expectations." 

Whittaker, who was a Professor of Adventure Education at Prescott College, 
Arizona until 1999 was the first disabled person to successfully climb Mt. 
Everest in May 1998 and now Mt. Aconcaqua. He intends to be the first dis
abled person to climb the highest mountains on each of the world's seven 
continents. Whittaker formed and now runs the non-profit Windhorse 
Legacy, a non-profit trust working to identify and support initiatives and pro
grams designed to integrate people with disabilities into the world community. 

"This trip gave me first-hand example of what Tom means by others' limit
ing expectations," said Dawson. "Climbers coming off Aconcaqua asked 
what I was doing there. I'm 63 years of age, but I've never considered age to 
be a handicap." 

Celebrate Spring at the Annual Fun 
Run on Nanaimo's Waterfront 

The seventh annual Fun Run and Family Walk will be held Sunday, 
March 25, starting from Swy-a-Iana Lagoon on Nanaimo's water
front. The event is a fundraiser for Malaspina students and services, 
and is popular with recreational runners and fitness walkers. This year 
the proceeds will go towards the "LET'S Make It Happen" Capital 
Campaign. The event is sponsored every year by Wheaton Pontiac 
Buick GMC and is managed by Frontrunners. 

Entry forms are now available at the Gym office, the Library, 
Financial Aid & Awards, and the Foundation office. 

Organize a group from your department, and LET'S Make It Happen! 

The Malaspina Company of Archers 

Mick Baldwin, Steve Hughes, Gordon Howe and Jim Craigdallie share 
an interest in the ancient sport of archery The foursome, who call 
themselves The Malaspina Company of Archers, meets on 
Wednesday evenings at a local school to test their skills against each 
other, but mostly just for the fun of it. The group is planning to start an 
archery club and then affiliate with the BC Archery Association. If you 
are interested in learning, practicing or competing as an archer, call 
Baldwin at local 2848 or e-mail: baldwin@mala.bc.ca. 

A Malaspina 
Healthy Lifestyle: 
Doug Woolidge 
Doug Woolidge's interest in the practice ofTai Chi Chuan began with 
the study of Chinese language and culture. 

In the mid-80s, Doug was living in China as a foreign student in 
Zhongshan University in Guangzhou (Canton), China. Morning tai chi 
classes were offered through the school, which taught the popular Yang 
Style. Upon return to Canada, tai chi provided a link to Chinese culture. 
His interest has followed him ever since. 

"I was always somewhat athletic," said Doug. "I played the usual sports 
like hockey, football, track and field, even some fencing. In 1978 I 
crashed a motorcycle in South Australia, resulting in torn ankle liga

ments . Tai chi has been 
beneficial in this regard 
because it utilizes slow, 
even movement, which 
seems to lubricate the 
joints. Leonard Cohen 
said 'I ache in places 
where I used to play.' I 
needed something to 
establish and maintain 
flexibility." 

Tai Chi Chuan is a 
form of physical 
expression and the 
manifestation of the 
principles and philoso
phy of Taoism or, more 
simply put, meditation 
through movement. 

Tai chi is a practice 
Doug has been study
ing avidly for the past 

Doug Woo/idge practices tai chi daily ten years. Tai chi rou
tines are performed in sets of movements or forms. The forms are recog
nized by the slow flowing motions of the limbs while maintaining bal
ance, deep even breathing, and the centering of the body. Tai chi studied 
to a high level is a very effective martial art. 

Tai chi literally means "great polarity" and refers to the traditional 
Chinese concept of yin and yang; soft and hard , back and front, below 
and above, empty and full, retreat and advance, stillness and motion, etc. 
There exists a long history of movement and exercise systems associated 
with Taoism. Lao Tsu, the founder of Taoism, wrote, "Yield and over
come; bend and be straight." Tai chi forms are described metaphorically, 
with names such as Cloud Hands, Grasp Sparrow's Tail, Fair Maiden 
Sends the Shuttles, White Crane Spreads Its Wings, and Needle at 
Seabottom. 

Doug's travels induced him to study and learn Asian languages. He has a 
working knowledge of Thai and Cantonese, and is fluent in Mandarin. 
He instructs Chinese at Malaspina and researches and translates original 
works of tai chi writers, as well. Doug's CV has a long list of translations 
completed for Tai Chi Magazine on the works of famous tai chi masters 
and has translated a book "Wu Style Tai Chi Chuan" into English. 

He starts hi s day with a tai chi routine and would like to add another in 
the afternoon, but, like the rest of us, has trouble incorporating extra 
practice if it isn't done routinely. While tai chi doesn't have a coloured
belt-ranking system like karate and judo, he has attained teacher status 
and offers regular classes for the Recreation department in Malaspina's 
Gym. 

Along with the study and practice of tai chi, Doug recognizes that the 
ancient martial art has given him a philosophy of fitness and a healthy 
lifestyle to go with it. "I eat fish and white meat, instead of beef, with 
lots of vegetables and I have learned about food combining. For instance, 
I don't eat fruit as a last course of a meal as it digests quickest, and I rec
ognize that some Chinese foods can be medicine. Being healthy allows 
me to stay active. I ride my bike to Malaspina twice a week, plus one 
circuit around Gabriola Island where I live." 

When asked how long it takes to master tai chi, Doug said with a smile, 
"20 years if you take your time; 25 years if you hurry." 

According to Doug, one of the nicest side benefits of practicing tai chi is 
learning patience, something he uses every day as a single parent of two 
boys. He is able to slow down and find rewards in living a simple li fe 
guided through Taoist and tai chi philosophy. 

Tai chi may not be the easiest discipline to learn, but you can see that it 
has allowed Doug Woolidge to attain a healthy lifestyle for mind, body 
and spirit. 
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New PeTe home for p.Q campus 

The imposing front wall of the new Parksville Civic & 
Technology Centre (PC TC). 

Malaspina's Parksville-Qualicum campus opened its new faci lity in the Parksv ille Civic & 
Technology Centre (PCTC) on January 2, after a whi rl wi nd move over Christmas . Since then 
the campus has been conducting its fu ll slate of classes while construction continues on the 
remainder of the build ing, which wi ll house the admi nistrati ve offices of the Ci ty of 
Parksvi lle, School District No. 69 (Qualicum), and the Parksvi lle branch of the Vancouver 
Island Regional Library. Campus staff has hosted an informal open house for staff members of 
the City and School District to give them a taste of what thei r own section of the building wi ll 
be like when they move in March . 

Another open house was held on January 10 to introduce the community to the exciting new 
state-of-the art computer lab of the campus. Celebrations to mark the grand opening of the 
PCTC are s lated for late April. 

For more information about the PCTC, and for up-to-date construction photos, visit the City of 
Parksville's website at www.city.parksville.bc.ca. 

Greetings from the Parksville·Qualicum staff in their new welcome centre. 

ASTEC Project gets underway 

If you' ve been anywhere around the Applied Programs area on campus, you've noticed some pretty intense activity underway at the 
site of the new five-storey Applied Studies Training & Educational Centre (ASTEC) building. The building includes space for 
Applied Business Technology, ITAS, Nursing and Dental programs. The total $21-million project includes the construction of the 
ASTEC, a Heavy Duty/Construction shop, Physical Plant complex, renovation to Building 164 to accommodate the Hairdressing 
program, structural and mechanical upgrades for Buildings 185 (SAB) and 155 (Marine Engines), and all related site work. The 
three new buildings are over 100,000 square feet of space and are expected to be operational in Spring 2002. 

Powell River's Y.E.S. Program 
The Youth Employment Skills (Y.E.S .) program is running for the second year in a row at Powell Ri ver Campus. 

This is a part-time, ten-week program targeting youth and designed to provide young people with basic employability skills, workplace 
recognized certificates and computer skills. These enable them to compete for entry-level positions in the workforce. 

One-on-one planning sessions with the lead instructor, Liz Webster, provide the students with an opportunity to set goals and develop 
an action plan to achieve these goals . 

In addition, funding is provided so students can customize their program by taking part-time vocational courses through Learning 
Connections in order to meet their individual needs and career goals. 

For two years, the Y.E.S. Program has been well received in the community and hopes are high that the program will continue. Y.E.S. is 
funded by the Ministry of Advanced Education, Training and Technology under the Quick Response Training Program. 
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Chris Foote (Aquaculture & Fisheries) and Kevin Craig, graduate 

of Malaspina aquaculture and fisheries program will have a paper 

published in thi s month's scientific journal Evolution . The paper is 

entitled "Countergradient variation and secondary sexual colour: 

phenotypic convergence leads to genetic divergence in carotenoid 

use between sympatric anadromous and nonanadromous morphs of 

sockeye salmon (Oncorhynchus nerka)." 

Chris explained that we typically judge possible adaptive differen

tiation of populations of animals by comparing differences in the 

way they look, behave, function, etc. (i.e., their phenotype); how

ever, there is a growing awareness that similarity in phenotypes 

may mask large genetic differences in the mechanisms by which 

these phenotypes are produced. "In our study, we showed that the 

red spawning colour of both sockeye salmon and kokanee hides 

large genetic differences in the pathways by which each produces 

Bob Lane, who recently retired from Philosophy and Religious 
Studies, reports that lectures continue even in retirement. Bob will be 
lecturing in two different venues in 200 I . On March 6 he will lecture 
on Hemingway 's For Whom the Bell Tolls for son Steve Lane's 
English 461 class. Later in the month he will present on the same 
topic for a State University of New York (SUNY) class in Burgos, 
Spain . Bob's new web address is: www.boblane.com. Bob received 
an interesting e-mail the other day from Tamika Baron, a student 
practical nurse in Manitoba. She said, " .. .1 was searching the Internet 
for articles on assisted suicide and came across the report you had 
written for the Nanaimo Daily Free Press called "Euthanasia: The 
Debate Continues" I just wanted to write to you and thank you for the 
information I was able to use for a report I am doing in my 
Professional Growth and Issues cl ass. It was extremely helpful in the 
way that you wrote about both sides of the argument. Thank you very 
much as I used much of your information and quoted you a number 
of times." 

Maureen Parkes (Nursing) informs Mainly that two third-year nurs
ing students, Lori Gallacher and Lisa M ichieli, who are returning 
RNs, have been involved in developing and implementing preceptor
ship workshops for nurses interested in preceptoring students in our 
nursing program. This has been a part of their ongoing course and 
practicum work, and they have developed a handbook for nurses in 
collaboration with the fac ulty. So far, they have given a workshop at a 
Registered Nurses Association of B.C. chapter meeting and one at 
Nanaimo Regional General Hospital. The faculty is quite proud of the 
innovation and insightfulness displayed by our students . They are not 
only helping themselves to learn, but also helping their profession at 
a time when mentoring of beginning practitioners is essential in 
addressi ng some of the issues of how to pass on experience and 
knowledge within the profession, as well as the retention of nurses. 

Dr. Gary Tunnell (Anthropology) tells Mainly Malaspina that a for
mer Malaspina student, Cheryl Roy, of Duncan, has been hired by 
the Anthropology department to teach a course in Biological 
Anthropology/Archaeology. Cheryl completed her MA at the 
University of Victoria this year. 

Dr. John Black (Liberal Studies) reports that the Liberal Studies 
Abroad Florence program in May is full, with a record 40-plus partic
ipants who wi ll join faculty Lisa MacLea n, Maggie McColl and 
Russell McNeil , and staff member Libby MeG rattan, for four and a 
half weeks studying the Italian Renaissance. John says there is still 
space for participants to join the July England program to study 
aspects of English culture. For detail s, contact John at local 2171 or 
e-mail: black@mala.bc.ca. In the meantime, John has been busy 
developing the Alexandro Malaspina Research Centre webs ite, as part 
of a continuing collaboration with Dario Manfredi of the Centro di 
Studi Malaspiniani in Mulazzo, Italy. The AMRC site is at: 
www.mala.bc.ca/-black/amrc/amrc.htm. 

Ardith Conlin (Human Services) reports that the faculty and staff in 
Health and Human Services are very proud of Volume 14, Number I 
of The Journal of Child and Youth Care - Malaspina 2000. Guest 
Editor Carol Matthews (retired Dean of Human Services) brought 
the issue together along with editors Gerry Fewster and Thorn 
Garfat. The Journal features articles written by faculty, staff and stu
dents in Child and Youth Care programs at Malaspina. It is published 
by Human Services and was conceived to serve the needs of the child 
and youth care practitioner. 

thi s colour. Further, the selective pressure for the red spawning 

colour is the fi sh themselves; they both prefer red mates. In short, 

the same mate preference produced the same coloured mates, but 

since the two morphs (types of sockeye) live in different environ

ments with differing availability of the red carotenoid pigment 

(sockeye in the ocean; kokanee in lakes) they had to come up with 

different means to produce the red colour. This is the first example 

of sexual behaviour in animals of the same mate preference driving 

popUlations genetically apart. This is important for two reasons: (1) 

it means we should be very careful in our interpretations of genetic 

diversity of populations (even traits on which they appear identical 

may mask significant genetic differentiation) and; (2) it demon

strates a novel , yet hidden, mechanism by which sexual selection 

promotes genetic differentiation and, possibly, speciation among 

populations. 

Dr. Patrick Dunae (History) recently completed a project on the his
tory of educational technology to mark the completion of the 
Provincial Learning Network (PLNet). PLNet is the provincial 
telecommunications network that connects more than 2,000 public 
schools, museums, libraries, colleges and institutes to the Internet. 
Patrick's research is featured on a new website hosted by the 
Information, Science & T~hnology Agency at: 
www.ista.gov.bc.calPLNet/index.html. His work also forms part of a 
new permanent exhibit at Science World in Vancouver. The Premier 
and the Minister of Advanced Education, Training and Technology 
officially opened the exhibits called "The Electronic Classroom of the 
Future" on January 26. In addition, the provincial government has 
contracted Patrick to develop commemorative projects for the 100th 
anniversary of advanced education (to be celebrated later this year) 
and the l50th anniversary of the public education system in 2002. 
He's also working on projects to mark milestones in vocational edu
cation and the Knowledge Network' s "electronic education" pro
grams. One project is already underway. An interactive website to 
help schools and colleges create their own on-line hi stories is being 
constructed with the assistance of Doug Stetar, Jim Rutherford, and 
students in Malaspina's Information Technology & App1ied Systems 
(ITAS) program. ITAS student Nathanael de Jager won a design 
co'mpetition for the new website, to be called Make History on the 
Web! 

Rose Flem-Ath (Library) 
has received a rarely 
awarded maximum Canada 
Council Grant to complete 
her second novel, Ancient 
History. Apparently Rose 
was a reluctant applicant, 
but at the continued urging 
of her husband Rand she 
finally filled out an appli
cation and was totally sur
prised by receiving the 
maximum grant. She says 
that it has allowed her to 
spend more time writ ing 
and expects the novel to be 
finished this Spring. As a 
result of the grant, a New York agent has already approached her to 
represent sales of the book. 

Roberta Stets (Recreation & Tourism) reports that they have two vis
itors thi s year. The first is Ka-Yin Lai, a Recreation and Sport 
Officer from Hong Kong. He is at MU-C doing a professional devel
opment experience focusing on the delivery of recreation and sport 
services, with a senior population in mind. During his stay at 
Malaspina, he will be meeting with various service providers, attend
ing conferences, and participating in some classes. Ka is the second 
recreation and sport officer to visit Malaspina, following Calvin 
Wong who was here several years ago. 

Recreation and Tourism's second visitor is Susan Markham-Starr 
who is spending five months ' sabbatical leave at Malaspina. She is an 
Assoc iate Professor in the School of Recreation Management and 
Kinesiology at Acadia University in Wolfville, Nova Scotia. Her ,. 
research areas are Recreation and Parks History, Administration aJd 
Planning. Susan is President of the Canadian Association for Leisure 
Studies for the period 1999-2002. At Malaspina she is converting sev
eral past conference presentations into submissions to peer-reviewed 
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journals, as well as updating three research bibliographies. Susan is 
developing cooperative ventures between Acadia and Malaspina fac
ulty including undergraduate and graduate recreation, tourism and 
sports programs. Malaspina already has a successful student transfer 
program with Acadia. Malaspina Recreation & Tourism faculty Drs. 
Tom Qelamere and Rick Rollins are research associates at Acadia 
University. In March, Susan will present "Celebrating Women in the 
Parks: From Goddesses to Ministers of the Crown." Susan's website 
is at: ace.acadiau.caJ-markharnJ. 

Mainly received a quick update from Dr. Patrick Neary (Physical 
Education) from sunny down under. ''I' m on my way to Brisbane to 
go to The University of Queensland as I am finished for now at the 
Australian Institute of Sport in Canberra where I completed another 
manuscript for publication. The first ·one I submitted is finally accept
ed and in final form. Will keep in touch when we get settled in 
Brisbane. The temperature has reached +40 degrees, could you 
believe it?" 

Kevin Roberts (Creative Writing - Honorary Research Associate) 
has been making the rounds reading from his recent poetry book 
Cobalt 3. So far he has read at The Cancer Control Agency in 
Vancouver, Chapters in Victoria, and the James Bay Inn in Victoria. 
He signed copies at P.B. Cruise Bookseller and read at Chapters in 
Nanaimo, recently. He'll be reading at Mocambo Cafe in Victoria in 
late February. Cobalt 3 had a favourable review by John Moore in the 
Vancouver Sun in January, and another in Nanaimo's Harbour City 
Star February 3. 

Chef Debbie Shore (Culinary Arts) reports that Malaspina Culinary 
students and Commercial Baking students are busy getting ready for 
Sunday, March 4, when they enter two competitions. The first is at 
the Mayfair Mall , which will host the Victoria Salon Culinaire. Most 
hotels and many restaurants in the lower mainland and Vancouver 
Island will be entering, as well as other schools and colleges. A few 
of the Culinary Arts students will be vying for a prize in chocolate 

sculpture, and the Commercial Bakers will be entering bread and pas
try items. Chef Gordon Cowan, with help from a student, is entering 
a buffet platter of seafood (hot displayed cold). In Vancouver there is 
a large food and restaurant trade show at B.C. Place. There will be a 
hot competition on Sunday and Monday, March 4 and 5. Four 
Malaspina competitors will participate in a 30-minute cook off - live, 
in front of thousands of people. The four finalists chosen to compete 
in Vancouver are busy practicing their dishes on a daily basis in the 
Malaspina main kitchen. The competition will provide a good oppor
tunity for Malaspina competitors to meet other contenders, some of 
whom are likely to be Malaspina graduates. 

Dr. Richard Arnold's (English) poem "November Swans" was one 
of ten finalists in the Starving Romantics Poetry Competition in 
Toronto. This is the largest contest in North America, which is devot
ed solely to Romantic-style poetry. There were 850 entries. Richard 
has also had poems published or accepted for publication in Tower 
(Ontario), Time for Rhyme (Saskatchewan), Cotyledon (Alabama), 
and Big Intersection (Pennsylvania), with two prose pieces forthcom
ing: a book review in Isle (Interdisciplinary Studies in Literature and 
Environment) and a personal essay in Crazed Nation. 

Pamela Speight's (Art) mixed media work is included in an exhibi
tion curated by Tony Martin entitled "Consolidation, Contact and 
Conflict - the Artist in Bucolic Paradise and Poverty," which forms 
part of Artropolis 2001 in Vancouver, B.C. , and runs through the · 
month of April. 

A review/essay by Allan Brown (English, Powell River) titled "Some 
Poetic Personae from B.C." has been published in The Antigonish 
Review No. 123 (Autumn, 2000). Five of Allan's epigrams have been 
posted on the website of the recently established B.C. Chapter of the 
Canadian Poetry Association . They are reprinted from his collection 
Tinkerings: A Set of Classical Riffs (Far Field, \999). 

Dorothy Wallace retires after 20+ years at Malaspina 

Carrie Nelson Chairs 
Women's History 
Network 

Cowichan Campus Principal Carrie Nelson is the recently elected Chair of 
the Women's History Network of BC. WHN/BC is a community-based 
organization that draws members from educational institutions, local hi story 
groups, museums and archives, women's organizations, and other interested 
persons and groups to enhance interest and acti vity in women's hi story 
across BC. The network is committed to inclusivity with respect to gender, 
race, ethnicity, cl ass, sexual orientation, region, religion , and ability. 

A conference, now in the planning stages, wi ll be held at Cowichan campus 
in October 200 1. The conference will focus alternative ways of recording 
hi story and will have delegates from all areas of BC. 

Mainly Malaspina 

The gathering was supposed to be a 
small get-together of friends and co
workers of Dorothy Wallace 's organ
ized by Karen Stant and John Predyk, 
but the ranks swelled to fill the Arbutus 
Room on February 1, with over 100 
well wishers from all over the 
Malaspina community. Good luck 
Dorothy. .. we all wish you and Don a 
happy retirement! 

Left to right: Diny van Beers, Alison 
O'Beirne and Geri Reamer give 
Dorothy Wallace a happy send-off to 
retirement. 
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Trina Medd - Top Hospitality 
Management student 

Nurses Influencing Change 
Project Day 

Left to right, Nursing student Jade Millar, baccalaureate nursing 
instructor Dawn Smith, and student Jody Brunham present two 
colourful characters used in the Nanaimo Independent Living Centre 
display, one of 31 presentations assembled in the Welcome Centre 
for the Nurses Influencing Change project day. 

Trina Medd, Hospitali ty Management graduate (December 20(0), received 
the Award of Excellence from the Canadian Society of Association 
Executives recently. The award goes to the best student studying 
Hospital ity Management in B.C. Peter Dutton, General Manager, Coast 
Harbourside Hotel and Marina, in Victoria, presented the award duri ng the 
Hospitality Management graduation ceremonies at the annual Association 
dinner, held in Vancouver, where Trina was a guest of Coast Hotels. Along 
with the award, Trina received an all expense paid invitation to the Annual 
Convention of the Canadian Executives to be held in Calgary in 200l. 
Trina is aiming at a career in conference management and has started 
towards that goal by being hi red by Fairmount Hotels at the Chateau 
Whistler recently. 

Remembering Ralph Vernon 
On December 7 a group of friends and colleagues of the 
late Ralph Vernon, former Malaspina Mathematics instruc
tor (deceased 18 May 1994), gathered to pay their 
respects and hang a photograph in his honour in the Math
Science Center, in Building 360. Present at the gathering 
and sharing a toast to Ralph's memory were (left to right) 
Larry Kitt, Ed Hong, Joe McPeek, Susan Bates, Louis 
Neering, and Howard Hunt (miSSing from photo David 
Drakeford). Ralph Vernon was one of Malaspina 's original 
Math instructors hired in 1969. He retired in 1985 and was 
noted for his exceptional skills as an instructor and his 
commitment to his students. Shortly after Ralph's passing, 
friends and colleagues created the Ralph Vernon 
Mathematics Scholarship in his honour, which awards 
$1000 to a returning second year female Math student. 

Theatre presents 
"Shrine of the Sea Monkeys" 
by Malaspina Creative Writing 
student, James Mountain 
"Shrine of the Sea M onkeys" by James Mountain wi ll be the first pl ay written by a Malaspina stu

dent playwright, produced by the Theatre department this Spring. 

Tony Bancroft, Malaspina's theatre chair, who will direct the play said , "This is a first for us. We' re 

really delighted to produce James' work. We think it will be a very attractive production to students 

and the entire Malaspina community." 

The play, about issues re levant to students today, begins March 8 and runs until March 17 in the 

M alaspina theatre . 

Mountain, a fourth year C reative Writing student, said, "The play is basica ll y about honesty versus 

di shonesty. It 's about a group of students who create a huge lie to protect a fe llow-student from the 

truth and how it all starts to unravel." 

Mountain will graduate thi s year with a B .A. in Creati ve Writing and plans to go on to attain his 

M aster 's of Fine A rts at e ither the University of Washington or the University of Victoria. He is a 

single parent with two boys, Liam 6 and Hayden 3. 

For more information about this year 's production call (250) 74 1-2446. 
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International Education Update 
by Marti McKinley 

International Education has welcomed close to 100 new international students in ESL and academic programs this Spring. The 
increase in student numbers means that the ESL department is offering 15 sections of instruction, two more than last semester, and 
employing two additional faculty. Each year, more international students enrol directly into academic programs, creating new seats 
for Canadian students based on International Education's seat purchase policy. Malaspina International High School has also seen 
an increase in student numbers from 50 during 1999-2000, to 90 in the February 2001 term. 

Much of Malaspina's success in attracting international students is a result of attendance at student recruitment fairs world-wide. 
This Spring, International Education staff will attend fairs in Mexico, United States, Indonesia, Korea, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Greece, 
and Turkey. In addition, Student Recruitment Manager Maxine Zurbrigg travelled to Beijing, P. R. China, at the expense of a part
ner agent, who is conducting a special promotion of Malaspina University-College. According to Canadian Education Centre 
Network staff in Beijing, Malaspina has "high brand name recognition" in China because of our efforts in that country. 

The Malaspina community can also be proud of its excellent academic standards and service. The International Admissions office is 
kept busy with "walk-in" students who have heard of us through "word of mouth," or who want their brothers, sisters, or friends to 
attend the University-College, based on their own good experiences. Nanaimo families who participate in Malaspina's Homestay 
Program also contribute to the University-College's reputation for quality. For the Spring semester, the International Homestay 
Office made 71 placements for University-College students, and 17 placements for high school students. 

In order to improve service for international students, ESL instructor Sonia Harley is investigating on-line language assessment tests 
that will give international students an indication of which level they would place in our ESL program. The test is accessed from the 
Internet and takes about 45 minutes. On-line testing will assist international students to determine the length of time they must 
spend studying in Canada. It will also assist the International Education department in planning for each semester. 

International Education is developing an academic preparation course for new international students to take prior to enrolling in 
university or college programs. The short course is meant to reduce the impact of culture shock by helping students adjust to the 
Canadian classroom and life in Nanaimo. The course will combine skills training in essay writing and computer applications, with 
information on Canadian culture. The department expects to initiate the course in August, when it receives its first group of Chinese 
students from a new partner university, the Dalian University of Foreign Languages. 

Dean Bronwyn Jenkins recently completed reports based on results from an International Quality Review Process (IQRP) she con
ducted. In January 2000, Malaspina volunteered to be the first Canadian institution to test-case the new quality review instrument. 
The purpose of the IQRP is to assess the quality of international activities at an institution. There are two parts to the process: self
assessment and peer review. The reports will provide the impetus to make some significant changes and assist in planning for the 
ongoing internationalization of the institution. 

The next stage of the process will be one of consultation with the Executive, Deans, faculty, and staff, throughout the institution, 
with a view to preparing a comprehensive plan for the institution, including international students, study abroad opportunities for 
Canadian students, and internationalization of the curriculum. 

Six Malaspina Co-op students 
head to Disney World ... to work 

Left to right: Recreation, Tourism, and Hospitality Co-op students 
Katrina Mallon, Raun Rainbow, Hilary Inness, Catherine Young and 
Leah Rogerson (missing from photo is Carleen McDowell) are heading 
to Disney World to work at Epcot Center. 

Malaspina Co-op students were very successful in the last Disney recruitment 
visit to Be. 

"Even though Disney had fewer po itions avai lable this year, all of the 
Malaspina Co-op student who applied and were interviewed by Disney were 
offered positions," said Jim Ketelsen, Manager of the Co-operative Education 
department. "This is very unusual, and we're proud of our Co-op students 
because hundreds of other students from across Canada compete for these 
positions and Disney on ly hires the best of the best." 

These six students join three other Recreation, Tourism, and Hospitality Co-op 
students presently working in Florida in paid one-year Co-op work terms at 
the Canadian Pavilion at Disney World. 

Ketelsen has developed the Disney contact over the past ten years, but this is 
a record number of Malaspina students to be employed by Disney at one time. 
Our students gain invaluable work experience while applying their Malaspina 
academic learning. Plus, they meet and work with hundreds of other interna
tional students employed at Epcot Center. 

EMBRACING DIVERSITY -
HEARING OTHERS' STORIES 
Wednesdays, noon, Bldg 356, Rm 315 
free & open to all members of the MU-C community 

The goal of the Embracing Diversity initiative at Malaspina 
University-College is to provide opportunities for all of us, 
students and staff, to expand our capacity for building positive 
relationships with others who are different from ourselves. This 
video series provides an opportunity to 9pffn our hearts to the 
experience of others. Attend one or all of these free video 
presentations. 

FEBRUARY 28 
The Impossible 
Takes a Little 
Longer 
The story of five physically ' 
disabled women leading full 
and productive li ves as 
workers, mothers and valued 
community members. 
Facilitator: Anne Erickson 

MARCH 7 
Postcards from the 
Future 
Feminist issues and values 
detailing the contributions of 
contemporary women activists 
toward the creation of a better 
world. Facilitator: Kathryn 
Barnwell 

MARCH 14 
Keepers of the Fire 
Stories of aboriginal women 
across Canada who have 

spoken out, and continue to 
speak out, on behalf of their 
people and their: communities. 
Facilitator: tba 

MARCH 21 
Bronwen & Yaffa 
The story of two young women 
in Halifax that have 
experienced racism in their own 
lives and want to send out the 
message to other young people 
that "We don't have to live this 
way. We can change it." 
Facilitator: Maria Gomes 

MARCH 28 
Forgotten Warriors 
Aboriginal veterans share their 
unforgettable war memories, 
their experience of the return to 
Canada and the healing process 
they have undertaken. 
Facilitator: Ray Peter 
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Learning Connections presents 

A Taste of China 
A Culinary and Cultural Tour of China 

May 18 to June 4, 2001 

Led by Dr. Imogene Lim, Anthropologist, Instructor and Gourmet Cook 

Call Learning Connections for a "Taste of Chimt" brochure. 

Call 755-8775 or e-mail: learning@mala.bc.ca. 

Science & Technology 
Lecture Series 
Wednesday evenings, 7 to 8 pm 
Building 356 (behind the Library), Room 109 
Education & Social Sciences Lecture Theatre 
Reception with refreshments to follow. 

March 7: Dr. Gail Anderson, a forensic entomologist from 
Simon Fraser University, on "Murder and Maggots." 

March 14: Dr. Lance Barret-Lennard, of UBC and the 
Department of Fisheries and Oceans, on "Culture and Competition in 
Killer Whales." 

March 21: Dr. Tom Reimchen, of the University of 
Victoria, on "The Role of Salmon in the Freshwater and Terrestrial 
Ecosystem. " 

March 28: Drs. John & Leanne Greenough, Okanagan 
University College, on "Pharaoh's Stones and Solomon'S Gold: 
Tracing Ancient Artifacts with Geochemistry." 

April 4: Dr. Tom Roby of California State University, Hayward, 
on "Mathematics Standards in California and Japan," explaining some 
of the differences between the mathematical education systems in 
North America and Japan. 

The lecture series is sponsored by The Mid-Island Science, Technology 
and Innovation Council (MISTIC), Malaspina Faculty of Science and 
Technology, and the MFA Professional Development Committee. 

For more information call Dr. Julian West: (250) 753-3245 ext. 2313 
or e-mail : westj@mala.bc.ca. For full details on the lecture series, 
click on This Week @ Malaspina. 

Final Koemer Lecture· March 15 
Professor Harriet Lyons will speak on "Was Margaret Mead a Feminist 
or a Sellout?" on Thursday, March 15, 7 to 8:30 pm, Building 200, Room 
203. Lyons is from the University of Waterloo and was former Chair of 
Anthropology and past-Director of Women 's Studies. 

This lecture series' is made possible through the support from the Koerner 
Foundation and the MaJaspina Faculty Association Professional 
Development Committee. 

For more information about the Koerner Lecture series, contact Dr. 
Andra Thakur 753-3245, local 2250 or e-mai l: thakur@mala.bc.ca. 
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Interior Design 
Alumni Show 
Interior Design is having an Interior Design Alumni 
exhibition in the lower gallery of the Nanaimo Art 
Gallery from Feb. 16 to March 16. Up to ten 
Interior Design grads will display work from their 
current employment. The exhibit will feature many 
different possibilities of specialization within the 
interior design profession, and will interest every
one but especially current students and those think
ing of interior design as a career choice. For more 
information contact Bodil Ellins at local 2674 or by 
e-mail: ellinsb@mala.bc.ca. 

is a licensed 50/50 draw operated by the Malaspina 
University-College Foundation for employees of Malaspina 
University-College. As an employee, each payday you can buy 
up to 10 chances to win, at $1 each, through automatic payroll 
deductions. A prize draw is held every payday and 50% of the 
total collected is awarded to the winner. The other half goes 
directly to support students through scholarships and 
bursaries. . 

In 1999-00, MclOTTO prizes ranged from $450-$550 per 
draw, and over $14,000 was raised for the scholarship and 
bursary program. 

If you would like to join MclOnO or would like more 
information, please call Guy Doiron at local 2724. 

meloUo winners 
Congratulations to: 
Feb. 17 Robert Riggan, Human Services 
Feb. 2 Jim Montgonery, Education 
Jan. 19 Malcolm Dunnett, IT 
Jan. 5 Diane Sproule, Parking 
Dec. 22 Judith Jeffery, Food Services 

Dec. 8 Fran Tait, Advising Centre 

$551.50 
$550.00 
$551 .50 
$554.00 
$559.50 
$564.00 

To find out who won MeL otto on payday, check the website at: 
www.mala.bc.ca/wwwIMcLOrrOI 

YES ... 
o I would like to start playing McLOTTO 

o I would like to increase my chances in McLOTTO 

Name (please print clearly) : 

Number of McLOTTO chances per draw @ $ 1 each (max 10): 

Signature: ----------------

Date: --------- ---------

Please deliver this 'onn to the Payroll Office. 

McLOTTO is a licensed fundraising event of the Malaspina 
University-College Foundation. Winners consent to the release of 
their names and addresses by the licensee. 

As wagers in a game of chance, McLOTTO contributions do no~' 

qualify for tax receipts. If you would like information on ways to 
make donations which are eligible as tax deductions, please 
contact the Development Office at local 2724. 


