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Royal Roads University 

ACADEMIC COUNCIL 
July 21, 1999 

 

MINUTES 
 

PRESENT COUNCIL MEMBERS EX OFFICIO MEMBERS 
 Jim Bayer Ramona Lumpkin, Chair 
 Doug Bright Dana McFarland (for David Krauel) 
 Nicole Grimm  
 Steve Grundy Bette Kosmolak, Recording 
 Russel Hotsenpiller  
 Cathy McKenzie  
 Jim McTaggart-Cowan  

 Penny Mills  

 Eric West  

 Ken Crewe  

   

ABSENT Stephen Long Gerry Kelly 

 Gerry Nixon Tom Austin 

  Ann Nightingale 

   

   

 

1. Call to Order  
 

Meeting was called to order by the Chair at 3:05 p.m. Introductions were made 
around the table and Penny Mills was welcomed to her first Academic Council 
meeting on campus. The Chair also welcomed Ken Crewe to his first meeting of 
Council. 

 

2. Approval of the Agenda 
 

The agenda was approved as submitted. It was later noted that Ann Nightingale is 
an Ex-Officio Member and ought to have been noted as such. 

 

3. Approval of April 21, 1999 Minutes 

 

Motion:  It was moved by Jim Bayer and seconded by Steve Grundy. 

 

THAT THE MINUTES OF THE MAY 12, 1999 MEETING BE APPROVED AS 

DISTRIBUTED. 

 

MOTION CARRIED 
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4. Business Arising From Previous Minutes 
 

a) Policy Issue: How Many RRU Learning Credits are Required to Earn a RRU 

Degree? 
 

At present, the number of learning credits required for an RRU degree is being dealt 
with at the program level. The Chair noted RRU’s policy on this issue was still 
evolving, and that Council was taking a careful approach in order to refrain from 
closing off options that might be impossible to anticipate at the current time. Before 
a policy could be struck, it was felt the University needed to be confident in the 
quality of its assessment process.  

 
Due to the importance of this policy and of providing continuity throughout the 
process, Russ Hotsenpiller questioned whether Council had a documentation 
process whereby presentations could be made to Council and retained by Council 
for future reference. Beyond the fact that new members now receive copies of past 
minutes, there was consensus that student representatives could also benefit from a 
briefing from the departing student representatives. Cathy McKenzie suggested 
providing email addresses to the new student reps of the departing student 
representatives, and the possibility of briefing students now while they were in 
residency. Jim McTaggart-Cowan suggested documenting policies when they are 
posted with a list of minutes in which they had been discussed.  In this way, 
interested parties could retrieve and follow the line of discussion that formulated the 
policy. 
 
Cathy McKenzie also asked if Council had considered having a representative from 
Associate Faculty.  Steve Grundy noted this would mean adding another core 
faculty position to meet membership requirements. It was suggested representation 
from associate faculty could also be met by Presidential appointments. 
 
It was agreed that Cathy McKenzie would propose the following motion in advance 
of the next Academic Council meeting:-  that the president consider appointing an 
associate faculty to academic council. 

 
The issue of Council membership, i.e., when did each member start, how long was 
their term, etc. was raised but deferred to the August meeting. 

 
 

4. New Business 

 

a) Learners with degree requirements completed 
 

MOTION:  Moved by Cathy McKenzie and seconded by Doug Bright. 

 

THAT CAROLE ANDREA EDWARDS, MALT ’97, BE AWARDED THE DEGREE 

WHICH SHE HAS EARNED. 
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       MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUS 
 
Ms Edwards is deemed to have graduated on this date but convocates at the next 
convocation. 
 
Council decided to meet October 6 in order to approve graduates for Fall 
Convocation on October 22.   
 
Action:  Bette Kosmolak to check with Ann Nightingale about the date of 
convocation and to notify Ann that Council needs list of graduates for approvals by 
October 6

th
. 

 
Action:  Bette Kosmolak was to schedule all meetings to the end of the year for the 
third Wednesday of the month, except for one on Oct 6. 
 
 

b) Input and feedback to Training Partnership Short Course 
 
Bill Dushenko provided an overview of the educational initiatives and short courses 
Applied Research is providing to First Nations in Yukon. The courses, offered 
through Yukon College, are very well received and provide participants with a 
Certificate of Completion from RRU. After the second short course (June/99), RRU 
has been asked to provide more services, specifically a field-training component. 
First Nations participants have also expressed a desire for longer courses. Applied 
Research would like to consider developing an online course; however, the facilities 
at Yukon College only accommodate one Internet user at a time. Dushenko 
questioned whether partners could be sought to provide improved online services 
at Yukon College.   
 
Dushenko also briefly described the possibility of getting involved in long-term 
contaminant monitoring in the north, or of extending education regarding 
pollutants/contaminants to the education community at large.   
 
There was discussion about the procedures for approval of courses carrying a 
Certificate of Completion and a Certificate of Achievement.   
 

Action: Dushenko is to provide the Vice-President, Learning & Student Services 

with more information about these courses in order to certify them for a 

Certificate of Completion. 
 

 

6.   Matters Arising 

 

Action: Program Directors are to forward their annual reports from Advisory 

Boards to Academic Council once the President has reviewed them. 
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7. Adjournment 
 

On a motion by Jim McTaggart-Cowan, seconded by Jim Bayer, the meeting 
adjourned at 4:10 p.m.   


